Socielism in Iceland

Icelend igs, after England, the lergest island
in Europe, but ite vooulation smounts to only 100,000.
About 2 thousand yvears ago there was & vnopulation twice
2g lerge, but famine, earthquakes, enidemics, eruptions
of vulcenoes and the tyrenny of foreigners (Danes)
resulted in the fact that in 1783% there were only 13,000
inhabitants left on the island, No wonder that a veople
which hed endured so much beceme stubborn and conservative.
In soite of 271 this, literature flourished in Iceland
end the Icelendere were s2lwsys 2 culturel veople, one of the
most cultured neovles of Eurovne. Congervetive and nation-
eliet ftraditione are very firmly embedded in the environment
of the Icelandic vooulation, a2s the majerity of them are
descendents of immigrent Normsn and Celtic aristocrets and
hesde of tribes, The Icelanders considered themgelves the
best an¢ noblest ne*ion in the world, becsuse they were
able to nreserve the 0ld Scandinevian language, while the
other Scandinaviens, not nroving able to nreserve them—
gelvee egeinst foreign and often harmful influences, forgot it.
In the beginning of the nresent century some
voung Icelandic idealiste beceme imbued with socielist
idees in Denmerk. Thelr ovresching of socialism sné commun-
lem, however, hed no succesge in Icelsnd, Coming up egainst
the faneticelly-minded, the netriots, they suffered defeat.
Severel years ego the workers in the towng and
villeges began to orgenice themselves, but their activity
hed nothing in common with socialism., All their politics,
efforts 2nd energy were exclusively directed ageinst the
Denieh rule, They demsanded indevendence and self-deter-

mination.
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decided to rsige the banner of socislism, They organised
from the *trede unions snd workers’ agsocistione the United
Lebour Union of Iceland (Altusdusambend), and began to
»ublish Aheir own weekly vaver. Thigs ¢id not have any
particular influence, but 211 the game thanke to 1t the
Union received ceveral seats in some local councils.

In 1917 wes founded the Socislist Federation
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(Jafnedarmennefielky). Ite purvose wa uidance of the
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policy of the Labour Union, A lsrge number of the members
of tkerFederhflﬁn were simultaneoucly members of the Union
eleo. Finencisl éifficulties arose for us, and members

of the verty of sevarestiste (nationalists) fought against

ue as traltore and even demanded judgement on us for high

It hee not been vposeible in the lest year to count
the number of our members, but I think that without exag-
geration 1t can be taken roughly es about Tour to five
thouesnd., Taking into considers*ion the fact that the varty
heg been in evistgnce only five years, I think that this
ig & satiefectory result.

In Cectober 1919 we founded a daily vwaper snd
csome of the leaders of the varty gave up their lagt money for
the crestion of the necessary fund. I should think thet now
(I left Iceland on June 20th) the paper is being »rinted
in &n edition of 2,000 copies. 1In addition, we publish a
weekly peper in Akyreyri; the chief town of the Northern
coastal region, We have to struggle with money ¢éifficulties,
end we fear that for this reason it will be necessgary to
cilecontinue the publication of the caily paper.

The organisations of Icelend do not belong to any

International, but the Socialist Federation, at any rate, 1is

revolutionary-minded, and ite organ is fully communictic.
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teliem in Tceland is becoming stronger and stronger,
end we lose votes at nearly every election.

Nevertheless, we hope for better times. When
revolution breaks out in Englend, we too will raise the
red banner of the revolutionary vroletariat.

In the neme of my Icelandic comrades I bring
to their Russian,comrades gratitude for the wietory whi
they have geined., Ve are in complete and unconditionsl
gympathy with you and with our communist comrades all o

the world. Long live world revolution,

Th, Simsen-0ttosson.

Moscow, July 28th, 1920.
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