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Premier and Mrs.
Benediktsson

lceland's
Premier
Dies in Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (#)
— Iceland's premier, Bjarni
Benediktsson, his wife and
a grandson were killed in a
fire at the premier's sum-
mer home Thursday night.

A priest living nearby dis-
covered the fire in the wood-
en cottage at Ghingveille, 40
miles from Reykjavik. He
raised the alarm, but when
firemen reached the house,
they found the three bodies.

THE COTTAGE was
owned by the government
and was used by members
of the cabinet.

A former law professor
and mayor of Reykjavik,
Dr. Benediktsson was 62.
He became chairman of the
Independance party and
premier in November 1963,
when Premier Olafur Thors
resigned because of his
health. Benedikisson had
heen minister of justice and
then foreign minister under
Thors.

Johann Hasstein, minister
of justice and industry, took
over as acting prime minis-
ter.

Mrs. Sigridur Benedikis-
son was 50; their grandson
was 4. Police sifted through
the ruins in search of the
casue of the tragedy,

A PARTY of Danish tour-
ists also saw the blaze,
raised the alarm but added
that by the time they
reached the scene the build-
ing was an inferno and they
could do nothing

FI'IJM.‘ )

July 10,1970

Running fo investigate,
they found the government
residence blazing fiercely.
A few minutes later a vio-
lent explosion from within
the house lifted off the roof,
they said.

By the time the fire bri-
gade arrived from Reykja-
vik an hour later, there was
virtually nothing left of the
wood and iron structure,

Police said the bodies, re-
covered from the ruins this
morning, were burned al-
most beyond recognition.

Four-year-old Benedikt
Vilmundarson was the son
of the prime minister's
daughter Vala, an air host-
ess with Icelandic Airways.

husband, Vilmundar
is the son of the
Gyl-

Her
Gislason,
minister of culture, Dr,
fi Gislason.

AT THE
tragedy, the
was on a flight.to New York
on an Icelandic Airways
passenger liner.

Although no official state
of morning was declared
immediately, all flags in
Reykjavik were flying at
half staff, the state-owned
radio was broadcasting only
solemn music, and people
throughout the country
were openly displaying
grief.

Dr. Benedikisson was a
powerful leader and a
strong influence on the poli-
tics of this far-north island
state.

The
survived by

TIME of the

Benediklissons are
four children,

three daughters and a son,

who is now studying law in
Reykjavik,

hoy's mother

THE MINNEAPOLIS STAR
a‘ * Fri., July 10, 1970 |

Fire fatal

to premier
of Iceland,
two others

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (2 |
—Iceland’s premier, Bjarni
Benediktsson, his wife and
grandson were Kkilled in a
fire at the premier’s summer |
home Thursday night. i

The fire occurred at a|
government-owned wuoden!
cottage at Tingvellir, 40|
miles from Reykjavik.

A former law professor |
and mayor of Reykjavik, Dr.
Benediktsson was 62. He
became chairman of the In-
dependence Party and pre-
mier in November 1963,
when Premier Olafur Thors |
resigned. Benediktsson had
been minister of justice and |
then foreign minister under
Thors. |

Johann Hasstein, minister |
of justice and industry, took |
over as acting prime minis-
ter.

Mrs. Sigridur Benedikts-
son was 50; their grandson,
Benedict Vilmundarson was
4.

Police sifted through the
ruins in search of the cause
of the tragedy.

A priest living near the
cottage discovered the fire.
He notified fireman, as did
a party of Danish tourists
who also saw the blaze.
Running to investigate, the
tourists found the
ment residence blazing
fiercely. A few minutes lat-
er a violent explosion from
within the house lifted off
the roof, they said.

By the time the fire bri-

gade arrived from Reykjavik |

an hour later, there was
virtually nothing left of the
wood and iron construction.

Police said the bodies re-
covered from the ruins this
morning, were burned al-
most beyond recognition.

Dr. Benediktsson was a
powerful 'leader and a
strong influence on the poli-
tics of this far north island
state.

He was born in Reykjavik
on April 30, 1908. He stud-
ied law at the University of
Iceland and later in Berlin
and Copenhagen. Returaing |
10 Iceland he becamie a pro- |
fessor at the university in|

govern- |

1932, staying on until 1940. '
That year, at 32, he became

the youngest mayor of Rey-

kjavik, and held the post un-

til 1947.

The Benediktssons are sur- |
survived by four children, |
three daughters and a son, |
who is studying law in Rey-
kijavik.

Minneapolis Star. Sat.July 1, 1§70

Reykjavik, Iceland — Icelanders
today ‘mourned the death of Prime
Minister Benediktsson, killed in a
fire, while Johann Hafstein, minister
of justice and industry, temporarily
took the reins of government in the
Arctic Circle nation. Details: Page
2A.

Iceland mourns
death of its prime
minister

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (M
— Icelanders today mourned
the death of Prime Minister
Bjarni Benediktsson, killed
in a fire, while Johann Haf-
stein, minister of justice and
industry, temporarily took
the reins of government in
the Arctic Circle nation.

Flags were at half staff|
and police and firemen sifted |
the ruins of the summer cot- |
tage in which Benediktsson,
(62, his wife and a grandson |
lburned to death Thursday |
night.

President Kristjan F]dmn

| after meeting with members
|of the cabinet Friday, aaked
Hafstein to take over as act- |
| ing prime minister of the co-
alition government of Bene-
diktsson’s Independent Party
and the Social Democrats.

Witnesses who saw the|

flames shooting from the
summer house of the prime
minister in Tingvellir, 40
|miles from Reykjavik, said
| the blaze was punctuated by |
lan explosion that tore off
| the roof. The cause of the
| fire was not known.

After the blaze was con-
trolled,
charred remains of Bene- |
diktsson, his 50-year-old |
wife, Sigridur, and grandson,
Benedikt, 4. .

The child was the son of |
the prime minister's daugh- |
ter, Vala, a hostess on Ice- |
landic Airways. She was|
aboard a flight to New York
when the tragedy occurred.

|
‘
|
firemen found Ih(:‘
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House Blaze

lceland

Premier,

Wife Die in Fire

Reykjavik

Prime Minister Bjaarne Benediktssson, his wife
and their 4-year-old grandson died early yesterday
in a fire that destroyed their summer house. The bodies

of 62,

Benediktsson,

AF Wirephote

BJARNI BENEDIKTSSON
Grandson alse killed

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarna Benedikts§

his wife Sigridur, 60, and the

couple’s grandson, Bene-
dikt Gylfason, were found
in the ashes of the four-
room house at Thingvellir
31 miles from Reykjavik
n |

daughter,

The little boy was the s«
of Benediktsson’'s
Valgerdur.

A few hours after the fire
the cabinet met in emergen-
cy session and named Jo- |
hann Hafstein, the minister |
of justice and industri
acting prime minister pend-
ing new elections.

The house was destroyed
before the fire brigade from
Reykjavik arrived. Neigh-
bors said they had believed
the house was empty

Government officials
that only after they found the
prime minister’'s Reykjavik
home vaecant did they realize
Benediktsson and his famil
had been killed in the fire

sald

(he government said the
cause of the fire was still un
clear. But officials

| paraffin heater could
touched off the blaze

said

d

nave

[t was discovered by a
| group of students on their
| way to a nearby hotel at 3
| a.m. yesterday

United Press
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Extract from

[imes, London

Death in fire
of Iceland
Premier

From Our Correspondent

Reykjavik, July 10 |

Dr. Bjarni Benediktsson, aged
62, the Prime Minister of lce
land. his wife Sigridur, aged 51,

and their four-year-old grand-

son Benedikt Wilmundarsson

were burnt to death early today

in a fire which destroved the

Government suminer residence
al Thingvellir

I'hey had gone there yesterday

to relax before the Prime Minis-

set off on a political tour of

.rn part of the country,

h was to have started today.

and ran t is presume
that the oil-fired central heating
in the house was switchea on.
but whether that or a short cir-
cuit In he system
caused the ire has vet (o be
determined The building, a
timber structure built in 1907 to
sccommodate the King of
Denmark during visits to Ice-
land. then part of his domain.
was reduced to ashes in little |
more than 15 minutes.

The fire was first seen by some |
Dutch campers whase tents were |
blown down by the wind. They
thought that the house was de-
serted but raised the alarm
neighbouring hotel. A policen
tried to force his way into
house but was driven O

the flames, fanned by a
northe :
2 vere recovcred

cha

the ruins this mornmeg. ind

from > :
taken LO i\’“_\f.‘.l.'l\

Mr. Johann Hafstein, the Jus-
tice Minister, has taken over as

Prime Minister pending the for- |

mation of a new Government.
Obituary, page 16

Benedikt Vilmundarson, the
* arandson of Dr. Bjarni Benedikt-
the Icelandic Prime

M ier, who died in a fire, at

the age of four, wit




Extract from

The Times, London

OBITUARY

DR B. BENEDIKTSSON
Prime Minister of Iceland

Dr. Bjarni Benediktsson, who
| died when fire destroved a
summer house Ihingvalla.
near Reykjavik, early vesterday,
been Prime Minister ol
Iceland since 1963. He
His wife, Sigrigur Bjoernsdottir,
aged 60, and a four vears old
Benedikt Wilmun-
darsson. who were with him, also
lost their
Dr Benediktssc
politician,

sible for

'\.l(i
was 62,

grandson,

lives.

i WVEr and
> Minister respon-
Iceland into the
North Atlantic Treaty Orga
tion the Second World
negotiating a special position lo
his country in the alliance which

sermitted the United States to use

alter

he Reykjavik air base.
Born
at the umver
Berlin, and became a
law at the University of
at the age of 24
tics in 1940, when he
clected mayor of Reykjavik for
Independence Party:. he was
| elected in 1942 1945, I
chosen as his country
delegate to the United Nation
General Assembl The following
vear he became Minister of Foreign
Affairs Minister of Justice,
holding fices until 1933
when he was appointed Minister of
Justice and Education
In 1956

educated
and

professor ol

wds
sities Iceland

3 Iceland
He entered poli

was [l

ind

he was

and

these ol

when his party lost fne
election, he became chiet editor o

the daily newspaper Morgunl

until 1959. when he
President of
in the

menlt

was
Althing,
year by his appoint
as Minister of Justice and In
dustries hese posts, which he
held un 1963, were interrupted
by a short term as Prime Ministe

from September to December
1961. He became Prime Minister
again in November, 1963, heading
. coalition government of his owr
Independence Party and the Social
Democralts He
member of the

of the party

made
the tollowed
same

had served as

central commt
1936, and w
1961

Benedikisson leaves

SINce
clected
Dr.

and three daughters

its president in




Extract from
Herald Express, Torquay, Devon

3 '.éjg

Ml

ELAND’'S Prime Minister, Mr, Bjarni Benedik-

tsson. his wife and two-year-old grandson died '§
a summer house in which they were st:

valla, near Reykjavik, burned down early

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarna Benediktsso



Extract from
Daily Sketch, London

11 JUL 1970

FIRE KILLS
A PREMIER

WIFE AND
GRANDSON

SKETCH FOREICN DESK
HE Prime Minister of
one European coun-
'y died in a fire yester-
and last night the
Premier of anothet
was missing at sea
IN ICELAND, ¢
rni B

summer home
fr om Reyklavi
the 'wht

him d

: Benedikt.
They were spendin
t alone at the
2 poing to a pnhlu :l

home was
minutes. A
oil tank
th time
[1rom
as in

IN FRANCE, helic«
1 a search off ¢
yast for
tsman
er of
in
e was .»ulmu ba.-k from
ey to Binic, near St
alo. where he was on holi-

His wife reported him
at. midnight. “ He
never been so laie be-

* she said.




Extract from

Morning Star, London

11 JuL w0

Iceland’s

Premier
dies in
blaze

ICELAND'S Prime Minister,
Bjarni Benediktsson, his wife
and grandson died early yester-
day in a fire that completely
destroyed his summer residence
at Thingvalla.

Police recovered the charred
bodies from the smoking ruin of
the small timber structure vesters
| day morning,

The Prime Minister, his wife
| Sigridur and their daughter’s fours
year-old son were alone in the
house on what was a bitterly cold
night with a strong northerly wind
whipping snow around nearby
mountain peaks.

About 1.30 a.m., some Dutch
campers, whose tents were blown
down, noticed a fire and told the
| porter of a nearby hotel, who
realised the Prime Minister was
in residence and raised the alarm.

REDUCED TO ASHES

But the timber structure was
reduced to ashes before the fire
brigade arrived. A police officer
who tried to enter the building at
| the height of the blaze was driven
back by the flames

As I's postwar Foreign
Minister, r. Benediktsson was
responsible for taking his country
into NATO

He became Premier in 1963,
heading a coalition of his own
Independent Party and the Social
Democrats.

Justice Minister Johann Hafstein
took over last night as Iceland’s
| new Premier.—Reuter.
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Extract from
Che Times, London

13 JUL 1970

THE real Count Dracula
guilty of many crimes, but ap-
parently vampirism was not
among them: for that the blame
must fall on the female of the
species, once again deadlier
than the male

This shattering revelation ‘comes
from a colleague of mine, Gabriel
Ronay, a Hungarian sub-editor on
The Times. Having himself done
research in the British Museum
like Bram Stoker, author of the
1897 hest-seller Dracula—he has
traced the Dracula of Transyl-
vanian folk-myth back to Vlad the
Fifth of Wallachia (1456-76), called
Viad the Impaler.

Although Dracul happens to be
the Rumanian word for the devil,
Vlad acquired the title from the
military Order of the Dragon, a
Church decoration awarded to an

was

Ingrid Pitt in traditional Ham-
mer make-up for The Vampire
Lovers,

for

against the

ancestor defending Christen-

dom Turks Vliad's ex
ts included impaling on stakes

varied offenders
disrespectiu

ds 1dZy

d:plnm‘i:\
praised

omen
insincerely

recorded n

monks 10
deeds {
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music by a bearded
poser, Basil Kirchin
other performers are a
blackbird. recorded at
in the morning on
Heath, and lions and
London Zoo

I'he animals and insects are com-
bined with conventional nstru
ments, and their contributions are
slowed, vastly amplified and
otherwise distorted to the com
poser’s requirements until they are
scarcely identifiable For good
measure, Kirchin insists that his
symphony must be played as loudly
as the human ear can take it

At its first public performance
in London this weekend it sounded
in. some of its crescendo passages
not unlike an air raid: and while
t is early days to judge its thera-
) migraine sufferer
that 1t had cured

London com-
Among his
robin and
nearly five
Hampstead
apes from

itic value, a
sent did claim
hea '.u.iw,‘
n. 42, afterwards explained
make a cockroach sing
its back, and 1t makes a
Which lore,
he s came originally from an
entomologist at the insect house
at the zoo. " Slowed down ", he
adds, " it sounds like a dinosaur ™
Kirchin’s taped symphony runs
for about 20 minutes. He is most
enthusiastic about his breakthrough
“it's not often that Britain pro-
duces a first. Therapeutic music
s a chunk of human life. It con-
tains truth, breathing space and
terror

Cookery kink

CZECHOSLOVAKIA is publishing
too manyv books on cookery, catho-
icism. and masochism, according to
Pr: Communist Party
lewspaper produces this
icus evidence ol deviationism in

1 for the restoration
control over publishing

like can be found in

called ABSEES

publication today. It is

prodaced oy Clasg A DA P
Institute Soviei and rfast Furo-
pean Studies and contains abstracts

khaah sound

Rude

o call ol

o1

adventurer

in English from about 200 Soviel
and east European newspapers and
periodicals—compiled from
contributions of 58 scholars

“We are fortunate to have the
cooperation of leading British ex
perts. mostly from the academic
community ', says Vladimir Kusin,
the editor. He believes that
a wide-ranging service is unique,
and although the journal's reader
ship is primarily academic, he feels
the public and particular pr
sions may al find it useful

such

also

Perfect lady

“ISABELLA BIRD was in every
respect the perfect Victorian lady,”
says Pat Barr of the heroine of her
latest book who one the
most remarkable the remark
able band of Victorian women
travellers, ** She always behaved
correctly

was ol

of

Isabella Bird was brought up in
a genteel nuddle class Edinburgh
background, and her travels did
not really start vntil she 40
But when she did finally break
awa from her
surroundings she elled thou
sands of miles, often on mule, vak
or elephant, (despite a spinal com-
plaint) through China, Tibet, Korea,

Japan. Malaya and the
Rocky Mountains (where she
briefly fell in love with a rakish
character named Rocky Mountain
Jim.)

Mrs, Barr, who with her
can husband, writer Jlohn Barr,
divides her time between Black
heath and the Hebridean island of
Coll, stumbled across Isabella
when she was rescarching during
a three year stay in Japan into her
two previous books, The Coming
of the Barbarians and The Deer
Cryv Pavilion, both of which dealt
with Western activities there. Her
book on Isabella Bird-—A Curious
Life for a Lady 1s published jointly
by Macmillan and John Murray
this week.

It was the apparent split in
personality—the ordinary nuddle
W oman the [learless
ittracted m
tremend
num
travels.™

PHS

strait-laced

Irav

Persia,

Ameri-

ner

and

that first
She was
and wrote a

about

class
nterest also a
ous journalist
best

her

of her
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Plumea dies

in hlaze

REYKJAVIK : Iceland's
year-old Prime Muinister, 1
Bjarni Benedikisson, died yes-
terday when fire-swept his offi-
cial summer residance.

His 5l-vear-old wife and
grandson, aged four, were Killed
with him. The wooden house
was reduced to ashes 1n 15

minutes.




| war
was responsible for taking Ice
| into the NATO alliance.

ract from
Irish Times, Dublin

MINISTER
SUCCEEDS
ICELAND’S
PREMIER

THE Min
took o
's new Premier
Prime Minister, Mr.
Benediktsson, strongman of I
landic politics, died in a blazing
summer-house early yesterday,

Mr. Benediktsson, aged 62, died
in the fire along ith his
Sigridur, d 51, and
year-old andson, Benedik
mundarsson.

The three were alone in
Premier’s official summer residence
at Thinkvalla, former seat of Par-
liament, when the fire broke out.

The timber building was
destroyed in little more than 15

By the time the nearest
gade arrived from R vik,

the fire I,
the position of the
X cated that both the
Premier and his wife had awakened
and tri to escape, but made only
a-few steps from their bed before

being overtaken by the flames.

An oil tank exploded in the
house during the fire apparently
contributing to the fierceness of
the Ze,

Yesterday afternoon, after meet-
ing members of the Cabinet, Presi-
dent Kristjan Eldjarn asked Mr.

[stein, who is also vice-chairman
of the Independence Party, to take
over the premiership and form a
new Government.

Mr. Benediktsson had headed a
coalition Government of his Inde
pendence Party and the Social
Democrats.

Police probing the hurnt-out
ruins said they had no clue to the

the blaze It
favourite haunt of the Prime
Minister's, where he liked to pet
away from official duties and relax
with his family,

Officials said th
and his arr
bn, TH i

was 0O

wd

Prime Minister
unannouncec
with  their
to spend a
a political
Iceland yester-

wife
sday ht

ughter's young son
few guiet hours before
meeting in western
day.

The first to notice the fire were
some Dutch campers: they r:
the alarm at a nearby hotel, hut
by the time the first help arrived
the building was well alight. A
policeman tried to force his way
into the house, but driven
back by the flames.

Mr. Hafstein,

was

e up

the party

been Justice

and Industrial Developments

Minister since the last Government
was formed in 1963,

Mr, Benediktsson, born in 1908
made his mark in politics as post-
Foreign Minister, when he
and

Before
1940

was

going to
~ Revykijavik's
Professor of
kjavik Uniy
by son
(Reuter.)

politics
ms
Turispruden

as or,

a and a

The Prime Minister of Iceland,
Mr. Bjarni Benediktsson, who
died in a fire in his sununer

home vyesterday.

sonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur
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fcelandie

Premier

dies i fire

T HE Minister of Justice, Mr

Johann Hafstein, took
over last night as Iceland’s
new Premier after the death
early yesterday in a blazing
summer house of Mr Bjarni
Benedikisson, strongman of
Icelandic polities.

Mr Benediktsson (62), died
in the fire along with his wife
Sigridur (51) and their four-
vear-old grandson, Benedikt
Wilmundarsson,

The three were alone in the
Premier’s official summer
residence at Thingvalla, when
fire broke out early yesterday.
The timber struecture, built in
1907 to house the Danish king
during visits to Iceland, then
part of the Danish kingdom,
was reduced to ashes in little
more than 15 minutes, with the
Premier and his family trapped
inside.

By the time
fire brigade
Revkjavik, 35
was all over.

Police said

the
arrived
niiles

nearest
from
£vay, it

that from the

position of the charred hodies
recovered from the smoking
ruins, it appeared that bhoth
the Premier and his wife had
awakened and tried to escape
but had got only a few sieps
from their bhed hefore bheing
overtaken by the flames.

An oil tank exploded in the
house during the fire,
apparently contributing to the
fierceness of the hlaze,

The nation was shocked by
the tragedy and went into a
state of mourning. Flags flew
at half-mast, the radio plaved
solemn music, and people
wztked the streets shaking
their heads in dishelief.

Mr Benedikisson, Premier
since 1963, had influenced his
country’'s political decisions
over the past 30 vears. As
post-war Foreign Minister. he

took Iceland into Nato, and last

spring he pushed Iceland into
the European Free Trade
Association.

Police said they had no clue
{e the canuse of the blaze,

According to officials, Mr
Benediktsson and his wife

Mr Benediktsson

arrived unannounced on Thurs-
day night with their daughter’s
voung son to spend a few quiet
hours before the Premier was
off to a political meeting in
Western Iceland.

It was a cold night with a
strong northerly wind bringing
down snow and sleet from the
mountain peaks around Thing-
valla when the fire broke out
at ahout 1 a.m.

The first people to notice the
fire were some Dutch campers
whose tents were hlown down
by the wind. They thought it
was a camper’s fire, then
realised that what they had
taken to he an empty house
was ahlaze.—Reuter.
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Premier
and wife
fire

Iceland’s Prime Min-
ister, Mr. Bjarni Bene-
diktsson, his wife and
t wo-years-old  grandson
died when a swmmer
house in which they were
staying at Thingvalla,
near Reykjavik, burned
down last night, the
Danish -news ncy Rit-
zaus Bureau re ]Jm‘{r\&

They had gone to the
sglmmer houe for the
night.

A neighbour saw the

ouse in flames and
raised the alarm. But by
the time firemen arrived
the woodén  summer
house was in ashes.

Mr. "auﬂm!il tsson was
in his early 60's and had
been premier since
November, 1963.

hsafn Reykjavikur
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Largest circulation in the largest county

Premier
dies in
hlaze

REYKJAVIK, Friday, —
Iceland’s Prime Minister
Bjarne Benediktsson, This
wife and one of their
grandchildren died when a
fire destroyed the Prime
Minister’'s official summer
residence, a government
spokesman announced today.
Radio Iceland reported
| that the 62-year-old Prime |
Minister, his wife and one of |
their grandchildren, a hoy |
| aged two, died when
the summer residence, |
Thingvellir, burned down
late last night. :
The residence is 31 miles |
from Reykjavik. The spokes-
man sald nothing had been
announced about the '‘cause
of the fire.

COALITION

Benediktsson led a co-
alition government of his own
Independence Party and the
Social Democrats He was
appointed Prime Minister in

| 1963.

|  He entered the Govern-
ment in 1947 as Foreign and
Justice Minister and stayed
in that post until 1953.
During this time as Foreign

| Minister, JIceland joined the |

i North Atlantic T'reaty
Organisation,




Extract from
Reading Evening Post

x * * * *

PM KILLED: Iceland's Prime Minister,
Bjarne Benediktsson, his wife and one
of their grandchildren killed when fire
destroyed official summer residence

30 miles from Revkjavik.t
& e e * * * * *
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;i;remier and
wife die In
house blaze

REYKJAVIK, Friday.

Justice Minister Johann
Hafstein took over tonight as
Iceland’s new Premier after
|l’rsmt> Minister Bjarni Bene-
diktsson, strongman of Ice-
landic politics, died in a]
blazing summer house early|
today.

Mr Benediktsson, aged 62,
| died in the fire with his wife
Sigridur, 51, and their four-|
F,\'lm-nlcl grandson Benedikt|
| Wilmundarsson. ;

The three were alone in the|
Premier's official summer !'L‘“‘l"
| dence at Thingvalla, former
| seat of Pariament, when the|
fire broke out.

Police said the position of
the charred bodies indicated
that both the Premier and his
wife had awakened and tried
to escape but made only a
few steps from their bed
before being overtaken by the
flames.

This afternoon, after meet-
ing members of the cabinet,
President Kristjan Eldjarn
asked Mr Hafstein, to take|
over the premiership and|
form a new government. l

Mr Benediktsson had headed
a coalition government of his
Independence Party and the
Social Democrats,
Ex-Premier
missing

In Binic, France, a rescue
plane and a helicopter today
searched off the Brittany coast
fl_'w' former Prime Minister|
Felix Gaillard, missing aboard |
his yacht since last night.

Madame Gaillard told
reporters that her hushand
left  yesterday for Jersey
aboard his yacht and was due
to return in the evening. He
radioed his arrival in Jersey
and set off for the return
trip but nothing more was
heard from him and she raised "
g 1he alavin when he had not R
returned by  midnight. —I|
Reuter.




Extract from

s 1 ng Post Swansea
s Evenir Post,
So yale 2 W

L

ﬁremier, wife
and grandson
die in blaze

CELAND'S 62-year-old- Prime
Minister Bjarni Benedikts-
son was burned to death

early today along with his
wife and a grandson.

Thc tragedy occurred in a

blaze at a summer house at
Thingvalla, near Reyjavik.

The Prime Minister, his wife
S‘::Jdm‘ Bjorrnsdottir and his
two-year-old grandson Bene-
dikt ~ Wilmundarsson had gone
there to spend the night. |

Firemen rushed to the <¢‘emt'
when the alarm was raised but|
the wooden building was soon
reduced to ashes.

Police recovered the (h'anvd'
boadies from the smoking ruin|
this morning and said their
position indicated that both the
p~c|mu and his wife had

akened and tried to ape
but got only a few steps before |
being overtaken by 1]1e flames. |
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Premier dies

] bl ‘
BY A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
[CELAND’S Prime Minister Bjarne Benediktsson, his

wife and one of their grandchildren died when a fire
wrecked his official summer residence, a government

spokesman said today. £
Radio Iceland reported that
the 62-year-old Prime Minister,
his wife and one of their
grandchildren, a girl aged four |
or five, died when the summer
residence, called Thingvellir, |
burned down late last night. |
The residence is about thirty
miles from Reykjavik l
The spokesman said nothing |
had been announced about the |
cause of the fire |
‘Benediktsson led a coalition
sovernment of his own Indepen- |
dence Party and the Social
Democrats
He was appointed Prime Mini- |
ster in 1963 |
¢ began his career as &
lawyer and later ‘served as DTO-
fessor of law at the Unmiversity
of Reykjavik
He entered the government
in 1947 as Foreign and Justice
inister and staved in ths st . . p
i\nrw]“\il Toas HEIERER BRI - © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur
During his {ime as Foreign
Minister, Iceland joined NATO,
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Mr. Benediktsson and his wife.

ICELAND'S PM, WIFE
AND A CHILD DIE
N BLAZING HOUS

ICPJLAI‘TD S Prime Mir

his wife, aged
have died in a fire whic
official Summer Re

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarna Benediktsso

and one srm
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Yorks.

Iceland
PM
dies in
house
blaze

Iceland’s | 62-year-old

Prime Mingster Bjarni
Benediktsson; was burned
to death earfy today along
with his wife and a grand-

SOI.

The tragedy] occurred in a
blaze at a suinmer house at
Thingvalla, ne ar Reykjavik.

The Prime Minister, his
wife and ks two-year-old
grandson had/ gone there to
spend a few/ days. The house
is owned b,v-l the State.

Reduced to ashes

A neighibour raised the
alarm whern. he saw the house
in flames, and firemen rushed
to the sceme, but the wooden
building Jpwad by then been
reduced t«, ashes.

Mr. Benediktsson had been
Iceland's Prime Minister
since 1963, and was the Mini-
ster responisible for taking his
couniry ; into the North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation
after the:/ 1939-45 war.

The is;land went into a state
| of mourming today as news of
i the tragedy was civeulated.

Flags fiew at half mast and
the rad io 'played solemn music.
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Minister
takes over
in Iceland

Icelana®™s  Justice Minister,
Johann hdufstein, took over last
night as the country's new
Premier after Prime Minister
Bjarni Benediktsson, strong-man
of Icelandic politics, died in his
blazing summer home early yes-
terday.

Mr. Benediktsson, 62, died in

i the fire along with his wife,
Sigridur, 51, and their four-year-
old grandsom, Benedikt Wilmun-
darsson.

The three were alone in the
Premier's official summer resi-
| dence at Thingvalla, former seat
of Parliament, when the fire
broke out. By the time the near-
est fire brigade arrived from
Reykjavik, 35 miles away, it was
all over.

Police said the positlon of the
charred bodies indicated that
both the Premier and his wife
had awakened and tried to
| escape but made only a few steps
from their bed before being
' overtaken by the flames
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Takes over
in Iceland

Justice Minister Johann
Hafstein took over last night
as Iceland’s new Premier after
the Prime Minister, Bjarni
Benediktsson, strong man of
Icelandic politics, died in his
blazing summer house early
yesterday

Mr. Benediktsson, 62, died in
the fire along with his wife
Sigridur, 51, and their four-
vear-old grandson.

The three were alone in the
Premier’'s official mmer resi-
dence at Thingvalla. The
timbher building was destroyed
in little more than 15 minutes.
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Link in the chain

A SMALL but potentially vital
link in the chain of Western
European defence has been
weakened by the tragic death in
a fire of Dr. Bjarni Benediktsson,
the Prime Minister of Iceland. It
was he more than anyone else
who brought Iceland into NATO,
not long after the end of a
Second World War in which the
country's strategic importance
for the main Western
democracies had been con-
clusively proved. A few months
ago, he brought Iceland into
EFTA. Had he lived, he would
no doubt have associated his
country with the EEC once
Britain and the Scandinavian
countries successfully completed
their approaches to Brussels.
Although his successors may wel]
seek to carry on his policy, it
remains to be seen whether they
will have the sort of foresight
and detenmination which enabled
Dr. Benediktsson to weather
internal and external storms with
such success. It must be remem-
bered that Iceland, one of the
cradles of Western democracy,
has long had a vocal Communist
party with representation in its
ancient parliament. Also, there
has been plenty of friction over
the years between Iceland and
countrfes like Britain and the’
United: States.

There has been oconsiderable
domestic opposition in lceland in

past years to the stationing of
United States forces there under
the North Atlantic Treaty. The
acrimonious dispute over fishing
limits some 12 years ago soured
relations between London and
Reykjavik for a considerable
time. As Prime Minister during
part of 1961 and from 1963 until
his death, Dr. Benediktsson
worked steadily to expand inter-
national ties and interests for
Iceland, and events showed how
wise he was. A world-wide drop
in the prnice of fish products
some three years ago led to
drastic difficulties in Iceland.
which has long relied far too
heavily upon its fishing industry |
as an economic mainstay.

If a new form of Western
European defence is to be
formed, based more upon self-
help than in the past, Iceland
will have to play its part.
Unfortunately, the number of
NATO veterans who could fur-
nish advice and experience for
the task seems to be rapidly
diminishing. Dr. Benediktsson
was one. Mr. Halvard Lange, the
former Norwegian Foreign
Minister and * founding father”
of NATO, who also died recently,
was another. It remains to be
seen whether the new generation
of democrats in the smaller
European democracies will show
25 much strength and foresight
as their predecessors did in the
different world of 20 years ago.




Extract from
Daily Telegraph, London

-}

PRIME MINISTER OF
ICELAND

Because of the tragic death of
the Prime Minister of Iceland, D
Bjarni Benediktsson, and hidwife
and grandson, the Icelandic Em-
bassy would like it to be known
that there’ will be a book of
condolence open for signature at
1. Eaton Terrace, L.ondon, S.W.1,
tomorrow and on July 17, 20 and
21, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

&Z IEEGIRISsonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur
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Premler and

Wlfe kllled

celand’'s Prime Minister,
[r. Bjarni Benediktsson, his
wife and a two-year-old
grandson di~d when a sum-
mer house in which they
were staying at Thingvalla,
near Reykjavik burned
down last night, the Danish

s agency Ritzaus Bureau
reported. They had -gone o
the summer house for the
1ight, — Reuter.
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IcELAND’S ]

PREMIER
DIES IN FIRE

REYKJAVICK, ICELAND
ICELAND'S Prime Mini ster
Bjarne B:-:)('Li!kl.—-;un. i
ancl nur’ of thei
children died when ¢ f
the P11mﬂ Minister’s uitua‘
summer residence.
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Minister of
Justice takes
over in Iceland

==The Justice Minister, Mnry
Johann Hafstein, took over: last
night as Iceland’s new Premier
after the Prime Minister, Mr
Bjarmi Benediktsson, strong-
man of Icelandic politics, had
died in a blazing summer house
early yesterday. Mr. Bene-
diktsson, aged 62, died in the
fire along with his wife Sigri-
dur, aged 51, and their four-
vear-old grandson, Benedikt
| Wilmundarsson.

The three were alone in the
Premier's official summer resi-
dence at Thingvalla, former
seat of Parliament, when the
fire bioke out. The timber
building was destroyed in little
more than 15 minutes.—Reuter.

Einkaskjalasaff
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Iceland’s Premier
dies in fire

ICELAND'S 62 - yvear - old
Prime Minister, Bjarni
Benediktsson, was burned
to death early today along
with his wife and a two-
year-old grandson.

The tragedy occurred in
a blaze at a summer house
at  Thir all near Rey-
kjavik. A neighbour raised
the alarm.
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Teeland’s

Premier dies
in fire

Iceland’s 62-year-old Prime
Minister, Bjarni Benediktsson was
burned to death last night along
with his wife and a grandson.

The tragedy occurred in a blaze
at a summer house at Thingvalla,
near Reykjavik

The Prime Minister, his wife
Sigridur Bjorrnsdottir and his two-
year-old grandson Benecdikt Wil-
mundarsson had gone there to
spend the night

Firemen rushed to the scene
when the alarm was raised, but
the wooden building was soon
reduced to ashes A neighbour
the alarm when he saw the
house in flames
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leeland’s P.M.

d. [ ] f.
Reykjavik.

Iceland’s 62-year-old FPrime
Minister Bjarni Benedikisson was
burned to death last night along
with his wife and a grandson. The
tragedy occurred in a blaze at a
summer house at Thingvalla,
near Reykjavik.

The  Prime Minister, his wife
Sigridur Bjoernsdottir and his
two-year-old grandson, Benedikt
Wilmundarsson, had gone there
to spend the night.

Firemen rushed {o the scene
when the alarm was raised but
the wooden building was reduced

to ashes,
=3







FORUSTUGREIN

FRAFALL BJARNA BENEDIKTSSONAR
TRAUDLA hefur nokkur fregn i tid nalifandi manna
snert bjédina dypra en bau hormulegu sorgartidindi,
er henni barust fra Pingvollum ad morgni fostudagsins
10. juli s.l,, pegar par létu lifid { eldsvoda forseaetisrad-
herrahjénin, dr. Bjarni Benediktsson og fri Sigridur
Bjornsdéttir 4samt barnungum déttursyni peirra, Bene-
dikt Vilmundarsyni.

Pad voru ekki adeins flokkssystkin Bjarna Benedikts-
sonar og samherjar { stjérnmalum, sem fundu, ad med
frafalli hans hafdi bj6din misst mikilhsefasta forystu-
mann sinn. Petta fundu landsmenn allir, hvar i flokki
sem beir standa. Pvi vard pjédarharmur & Islandi, peg-
ar hin vélegu tidindi spurdust. Og na er skard fyrir
skildi, og pad skard er vissulega vandfyllt. Sakir yfir-
burda gafna, pekkingar og stjérnvizku st6d Bjarni
Benediktsson 0drum islenzkum stjérnmalaménnum
framar i samtid sinni, og er Ur engum odrum litid
gert né a hann hallad med peim ordum.

Obarft er ad reyna ad draga dul & bad, ad okkur
Sjalfstaedismonnum er nii mikill vandi 4 hondum ad
rada til lykta malum flokks okkar. Svo hefdi hverjum
ordid, eftir ad hafa misst sinn mesta mann. En svo bezt
heidrum vid Sjalfsteedismenn okkar fallna foringja eg
minningu hans, ad vid sténdum ni bétt saman um
bzer akvardanir, sem teknar verda. Vi3 skulum minn-
ast pess, ad samheldni og einhugur okkar Sjilfstaedis-
manna hefur gert flokk okkar ad pvi afli { islenzkum

stjornmalum, sem hann er, ekki sidur en hin bjédlega
og vidsyna stefna flokksins,

VANDI BENDA — VANDI ALPJOPAR

PEGAR petta e ritad, er kominn midur agast. Nu
sigur & seinni hluta heyskapartimans, og hvadanzva
ad berast beer fréttir, ad heyskapur verdi med lang
ryrasta mo6ti ad magni til og vida saralitill, P6tt eitt-
hvad kunni Gr ad ratast med heyskaparhorfur & peim
jordum, bar sem land er éskemmt, er pess vart ad
veenta, par sem tin eru kalin til stérskemmda eda
onytis og utjord illa sprottin sakir kulda { tidarfari,
og hvorki mannafli né bunadur fyrir hendi til bess
ad nyta engjar og fléa svo sem &8ur var. Ekki er bvi
annad synna en margir baendur verdi i haust ad farga
bustofni sinum i verulegum mzeli, og heett er vid, ad
ymsir peir baendur, sem buid hafa vid kal og grasleysi
ar eftir ar, sjai sér ekki annan kost binn en ad ganga
fra jordum sinum. Fyrir bad verdur peim ekki boris
dugleysi 4 brym. A Islandi verdur ekki buid nema
nagur heyfordi sé { hlodum 4 haustnéttum.

Pad er ad visu gott til pess ad vita, ad bj6din 1 heild
er svo efnum buin, ad hagt er med opinberri adstod
ad veita beim studning, sem vid erfidleika eiga ad
etja. En hvorttveggija er, ad preytandi er ad lifa 4 ,»bon-
bjorgum® til lengdar og ad litlu gagni kemur adstod
hins opinbera til heykaura, ef svo fer, ad fair verda
aflogufzerir,

Sjalfsagt er orsaka kalsins fyrst og fremst ad leita
til kélnandi tidarfars, en fleira mun bar til koma, Svo
virdist am.k. pegar 1itid er daudkalid tun, en vid hli3-
6 - NORDANFARI

ina & pvi skemmda og velsprottna Gtjord. Mestur greidi
veeri nu bzendum gerdur, med bvi, ef haegt veeri a8
rekja orsakir kalsins til hlitar. Til bess méa ekki spara
fé, tima og bekkingu.

Vera ma, ad beir séu til med pj6dinni, sem telja pad
litlu skipta, pétt landbtinadurinn dragist saman og peim
feekki enn til storra muna, sem stunda bennan elzfa
atvinnuveg okkar. Pa hina sému, sem pannig hugsa, vil
ég minna a ord Bjarna heitins Benediktssonar, sem hann
melti i pingraedu fyrir nokkrum arum, en honum fér-
ust pannig ord:

,Pad er alveg 6hugsanlegt, ad an islenzks landbin-
adaz, heldur islenzk bj6d ekki edli sinu og glatar morgu
af pvi bezta, sem i henni er, og vid getum med vissu
efazt um, hvort hin haldi a4fram ad vera til sem sjalf-
staed bjod, ef islenzkur landbtinadur vzeri lagdur nidur.“

AP BRJOTA NIDUR — EPA BYGGJA UPP
FLESTUM bj6dum framar erum vid Islendingar hadir
duttlungum vedra og veida og nattiruoflunum, sem vid
faum ekki vid radid, og er skemmst ad minnast ésku-
fallsins i vor, sem olli mérgum baendum stértjéni, og
er bad tjén b6 ekki enn ad fullu séd. Af bessum sok-
um héfum vid lengst af ordid ad byggja lifsafkomu okk-
ar a4 naesta Ovissum og oftast erfidum grundvelli, Hina
gomlu atvinnuvegi okkar verdum vid ad efla og tryggja
eftir pvi sem kostur er 4, og ekki adeins pad! Stofna
barf til nyrra atvinnugreina og nyta i rikara meeli
audlindir lands okkar, svo sem vatnsafl og jardhita.
A bessu hefur ntverandi 1ikisstjéorn og studningsflokk-
ar hennar haft rikan skilning, og i pessum efnum hefur
margt verid gert & undanfornum fjérum arum og mikid
hefur dunnizt. En fram barf ad halda 4 bessari braut.
Degar saga Bjarna Benediktssonar forseetisré8herra
verdur ritud, b4 verdur bess minnzt, ad hann &tti mest-
an og beztan hlut ad pvi ad méta pa framfarastefnu,
sem fylgt hefur verid { pjédmalum 4 undanférnum Ar-
um.

En bessi framfarastefna getur bedid hnekki, ekki ad-
eins fyrir bad sem okkur er 6vidradanlegt, svo sem
Oblida vedrattu, veidiskort og nattiruhamfarir, heldur
ekki sidur fyrir bad, sem er 4 faeri okkar sjalfra ad
fordast. Sidustu stjérnmalaafskipti Bjarna Benedikts-
sonar voru ad reyna ad koma 4 vidrzedum milli laun-
begasamtaka, atvinnurekenda og rikisstjornar til pess
ad leita rada gegn vaxandi verdbélgu og koma i veg
fyrir, ad fengnar kjarabaetur yrou ekki adeins latnar
i annan vasann og teknar ur hinum, eins og svo oft
hefur gerzt & undanférnum drum og aratugum. Pad
hefdi matt eetla, ad vid Islendingar vaerum bunir ad
leera ba lexiu, sem hid sifellda kapphlaup milli kaup-
gialds og verdlags hefur lagt fyrir okkur.

Svo virdist enn ekki vera.

Ad lidnum erfidleikadrunum vaeri okkur na semst
ad taka a méti og fagna batnandi hag med pvi ad kasta
fyrir r68a imyndudum eiginhagsmunum, sundurlyndi
og stjérnmalaundirhyggju, 6llum peim leidu og illu ofl-
um, sem visust eru til pess ad brjota pad nidur, sem
upp hefur verid byggt. G.G.




Sigridur Bjbrnsdéttir

F. 1. nov 1919 - D. 10. jali 1870

Dr. Bjarni Benedikisson
F. 30. april 1908 - D. 10. jdli 1970

Benedikt Viimundarson
F. 14, april 1966 - D. 10. jali 1970

MARGVISLEG eru oss ménnunum zetlud orlog hér i
heimi, er oss er eigi audid ad sji fyrirfram. Svo mun
félk eda bjéd vor hafa hugsad vid lat Bjarna Bene-
diktssonar forseetisradherra, konu hans Sigridar Bjorns-
déttur og déttursonar Benedikts Vilmundarsonar.

Morgum fannst sjénarsviftir ad, er hin reisulegu tvo
Engeyjarhis brunnu nidur fyrir eigi allfium arum, er
baru sig vel yfir eyjarsund er Reykvikingar horféu til
Esju sinnar. Pad voru sidustu minningar pess kyn-
stofns er allt fra 1690 hafdi tekid sér bolfestu i Engey.
Hofdu bé settmenn haft i fullu tré um athafnalif vid
utvegsbaendur i Reykjavik um fiskiféng og skipasmid-
ar allt fram & sidustu &éld og eru allir komnir i land.

Margur hefur pbadan komid er hefur att dugnad fedra
sinna og madra, er 4 hélma bessum hofdu starfad &
landi og sj6 og flestir heilir af hafi komid. A f6lk betta
mikla skapfestu og eigi sidur konurnar er mattu stjérna
heimilum sinum i fjarveru manna sinna vikum saman.
Hefur margur med&al bpeirra @ttmanna er i land eru
komnir getid sér gédan ordstir medal vor. MA bar éef-
ad telja Bjarna Benediktsson, er var sonur Gudrinar
Pétursdottur fra Engey og Benedikts Sveinssonar fra
Husavik. Hofdu par tengst gédir settstofnar saman.

Benedikt Sveinsson var ur pvi héradi Pingeyjar-
bings er bjé8leg menning héfst med miklum bléma. Og

var sem arfsogn fedra peirra um fagurt mal, { bundnu
og 6bundnu mali og ast 4 Islendingastgum veeri beim
lifsorka til barattu { pjédmalum. En i kjélfar slikra
hugsana kom baratta fyrir verzlunarfrelsi er vard afl-
vaki samvinnufélaganna { landi voru. Ovenju margt
var bar mikilhzefra manna er skérudu framur i islenzku
bjédlifi. Einn beirra var Benedikt Sveinsson, er var®
ungur bpingmadur i hinni gunnhreifu kosningu 1907.

Bjarni Benediktsson var alinn upp & heimili er var
i bjédbraut islenzkra stjérnméla og mennta, er var og
natengt athafnalifi manna, pvi margt hans aettmanna
voru skipsstjérar og titvegsmenn.

Eigi var audur i hans f6durgardi, en médir hans var
skérungskona er &tti stjérnsemi og hagsyni settar sinn-
ar og fullan metnad ad halda til jafns vid adra.

Bjarna Benediktssyni svipadi mijog til médursettar
sinnar um Atlit og skaphéfn. Hann var dékkur yfir-
litum og svipmikill, bar pad svipmét er svo oft kemur
fram medal beirra Engeyjarmanna. Samfara beirri skap-
gerd sem er algeng medal beirra og margur hefur
hlotid i vioggugjof og jafnan sker sig Gr sinu umhverfi
hvar & landshorni sem beir btia. Er pad mikil tryggd
og festa, sterk skaphdfn, prautseigia bé 4 méti blasi
og hyggindi um framgéngu sina. Eru ba oft hofd fa ord
um hlutina, 1 fadeinum meitludum setningum, er margur
hefur langar raedur um.
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En fra fodur sinum hlaut Bjarni ahuga a stjornmal-
um, raedusnilld, samfara snjallri hugsun og skyru mali,
er ba var oft med ivafi deema og mynda um bau efni
er 4 dagskra voru. Var rokfimi Bjarna Benediktssonar
mjog rémud. Dr. Bjarni Benediktsson var yfirburda
namsmadur og féllu i skaut par semdir ad hljota
margvisleg embztti er hann raekti vel. Var pad gert
af atorku og mannviti.

P4 var og hitt ad { stjornmélum var hann kjorinn
madur sokum haefileika og lagabekkingar, en stjorn-
lagafraedi var hans kjorsvid. Hafdi pvi mikill leerdémur
og bjalfud bekking 4 bjédmalasvidinu gjort hann vel
til forystu fallinn,

Pad mun oft orka tvimelis, hvad sé rétt eda bezt
i pessum malum til ad stjérnarskitunni megi farnast
vel og sigla fram hja skerjum og bodum stjornméalanna.

Eru menn nti mjog 4 pvi mali ad érugg var forysta
Bjarna og arzedi nog, pott 6viss vaeri landtakan.

Minnir petta a4 hinn mikilhaefa mann P&l logmann
Vidalin, er margar sviftingar hlaut badi heima i héradi
og 4 alpingi er hafdi ad kjorordi sinu, ,,pad skal fram,
sem fram horfir, medan rétt horfir."

Pratt fyrir mikil umsvif og margan vegsauka a hefd-
artindi, glatadi Bjarni Benediktsson eigi sinu jafnvaegi
i bjoéodlifinu. Hann var hinn sami og jafni eftir sinum
settararfi.

Fannst mér stundum er ég leit Bjarna Benediktsson
4 heimili sinu { stjérnarradinu sem par faeri gildur at-
vegsbéndi er liti eftir idju manna & hinu stéra heimili
vokulum augum, péttur a velli og béttur i lund.

Eins var um dagfar hans, er um suma hluti var i hin-
um gamla tima, er hann gekk ofan Gr Oskjuhlid, nidur
a Arnarhol til vinnu sinnar. P6tti og moérgum ad af
meetti rada tryggd hans og vinattu, er hann syndi i 6nn
og striti daganna, er hann reit minningargreinar um
vini sina, en fyrirmenn bjédar vorrar hafa litid gert
af sliku 4 vorum dogum. En einkenni slikra skrifa
Bjarna hvad bau voru gagnord og laus vid melgi og
maerd, heldur voru glogg mynd af 1idinni mannszefi i
faum ordum, samfara hlyleika.

Bjarni Benediktsson var hamingjumadur um marga
hluti, 1ifid hafdi gefid honum mikid brautargengi og
fjolda sigra.

En um skeid maeddu & honum dépur forlég, er hann
eftir stutt hjonaband missti unga konu sina, Valgerdi
Témasdéttur, gafukonu mikla og samstiident Ragnhild-
ar systur hans. Mun Bjarni hafa fundid til nokkurrar
eir_lmanakenndar unz hann kveentist { annad sinn, Sig-
ridi Bjornsdéttur fra Ananaustum i Reykjavik, hinni
gomlu verstéd Reykvikinga. Matti um pa mikilhaefu
konu segja, ad hun veeri runnin af likum stofni og
qumi Benediktsson. Enda urdu samvistir beirra beim
bé'(}u.m til farseeldar og vegsauka. Og mun Bjarni hafa
fundid ad ni var hann hamingjumadur ad nyju i hja-
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skapnum. Kona hans fylgdi honum sem hin matti ut-
anlands og innan. Var honum bad beinn og Gébeinn
styrkur, hvort heldur hann var i siklingssélum eda
honum dundi hregg.

Pad for eigi fram hja mér, er sidast bar fundum okk-
ar Bjarna Benediktssonar saman a Blondudsi & bingi
ungra Sjéalfsteedismanna s.l. haust, hve honum var 1éit
ad blanda gedi vid hid unga félk og dveljast med pvi,
Pad hafa pétt einkenni medal settmanna Bjarna, ad
bétt margir beirra veru sjékaldir og hardir undir brin,
ad beir hafa att barnslega vidkvaemni med sér hid innra
og bann eiginleika ad geta ladad hvert barn ad sén
Enda dvildu med peim hjéonum oft barnaborn beirra,
par 4 medal nt, Benedikt Vilmundarson, er bar beinin
med peim.,

Sizt bra mér i grun er vid satum par saman & Blondu-
6si ad pad myndi i sidasta sinn er vi0 szumst.

Eg er minnugur bess, ad fyrir aratugum flutti Bene-
dikt Sveinsson tolu a Logbergi, er var soguleg lysing
4 Dbingvollum. Var hann ba & gdédum aldri, manna
glaestastur, rémurinn sterkur og mal hans fagurt. Sagdi
hann pad medal annars. Hér st6d Hvamms-Sturla og
flutti mal sitt, fadir hinna fraegu sona, Pérdar, Sig-
hvatar og Snorra.

A3 lokinni raedu Benedikts sté Olafur Thors upp &
klettinn, 1éttur upp & fétinn, reistur og hvellroma. Og
medal annarra orda, er hann bakkadi Benedikt rad-
una og bryndi flokk sinn til dada ad um Benedikt
Sveinsson maetti segja, ad veeri fadir hinna pjédkunnu
breedra, Péturs, Sveins og Bjarna. Pingvellir eru stafa
fegurstir i landi voru, er sél er & lofti, heidur er him-
inn og bla eru fjoll, vatnid lyngt og graenn grédur klaed-
ir mold og kletta.

Svo var 29. jani 1907 er Bjarni Jénsson fra Vogi
flutti reedu sina um loghelgun fanans & Logbergi g
raedu um ahrif bau er pessi helgidémur hefur a oss Is-
lendinga. Er hann segir, ,bvi ég hefi sé8 étviradan og
gratbrunginn sorgarsvip yfir vellinum og ég hefi sé
unadslegt sélbros yfir honum eins og ni." En svo var
bé, er Benedikt Sveinsson i flokki ungra manna bar &
lofti hinn blahvita fana til Logbergs, er Gudrin Pét
ursdéttir hafdi saumad. Petta var einn af hinum bjort
dogum i ségu pjédar vorrar, sem hlekkur i langri sogu
pess.

Er nu skopum skift medal beirra settmanna. Erd
drungalegri 6vedursnétt, en ba eru Pingvellir omurs
legir, ba regnsky hranna himinhvolfid, hamraveggirmir
eru svartir og fjollin dimm er bjarma slé yfir af balfor
allsherjar goda nitimans og hans félks pessa julindtt

Gud blessi minningu beirra.

Pétur b. Ingjaldsson.




26. studenta-argangurinn
fra Verzlunarskola Islands

Leerdomsdeild Verzlunarskola islands var sagt upp i hatidasal skolans manudaginn 15. juni og braut-
skradir 34 studentar. betta er i 26. skipti, sem Verzlunarskdli Islands utskrifar studenta, og er fjoldi
pbeirra ordinn 563. Skolastjorinn, dr. JOn Gislason, |ét pess getid ad nu veeri aldarfjordungur liginn fra
pvi fyrstu stadentarnir brautskradust fra skolanum. Baud hann fulltrua pessa fyrsta argangs sérstak-
lega velkomna til skdlauppsagnarinnar. Er skolastjori hafdi afhent einkunnir flutti formadur Verzlunar-
rads islands, Haraldur Sveinsson, avarp. Pa voru afhent verdlaun fyrir godan namsarangur. A3 lokinni
afhendingu verdlauna, flutti skélastjori reedu, kvaddi nystudenta og sagdi skolanum slitid i 65. skipti.

UTGEFANDI: KAUPM ANNsEsKIR PSR TsBlaN s Benediktssonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur




Dr. Bjarni Benedikisson forszetisradherra er latinn. Hann férst asamt konu sinni, fra Siga-
ridi Bjornsdottur og doéttursyni peirra, Benedikt Vilmundarsyni, fijogurra ara, i eldsvoda a
Pingvollum. Ny og ny bylgja harms og saknadar fellur yfir pj6darsalina medan hin er
ad atta sig a pvi, ad pessir vodaatburdir séu raunverulegir. Med dr. Bjarna Benediktssyni
sjaum vér a bak okkar storbrotnasta og fjolhafasta stjornmalamanni, kjarkmiklum, praut-
seigum barattumanni, sem kom efldur ar hverri raun, vér sjaum a bak vitrum og sann-
gjérnum radgjafa og mannaszetti. Kynni min af dr. Bjarna Benediktssyni voru ekki mjog mik-
il, en po nag til pess ad finna hve velviljadur, djupsazer og litillatur hann var og négu mikil
til pess ad skilja ennpa betur hve hormulegt pad er ad missa slikan foringja um aldur
fram. Dr. Bjarni Benedikisson var obilandi malsvari einstaklingsframtaks, athafnafrelsis
og verzlunarfrelsis. islenzk verzlunarstétt vottar honum virdingu sina og pokk. — Kaup-
mannasamték islands votta astvinum forsatisradherrahjonanna og déttursonar peirra
dypstu samud.
Hjortur Jonsson.

VERZLUNAR TIDINDI
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HFNISYFIRLIT:
Stefnumétun idnpréunar 4 Islandi
Jéhann Hafstein, idnadarradherra

Ur starfsssgu S.U.S. 1950—1970

Asmundur Einarsson

Framtid Sjalfstedisstefnunnar
Ellert B. Schram, formadur S.U.S

Stjornmalamenn og sérfradingar

Magnis Jonsson, fjarmalaradherra
Vidtal vid Geir Hallgrimsson, borgarstjéra

Menningararfur og menntastefna

Porvaldur Buason, edlisfredingur

Efla parf stjérnmalaflokkana — samtok almennings

Vidtal vid Por Vilhjalmsson, préfessor

Vidtsl vid nokkra unga Sjalfstedismenn

Ad morgni fostudagsins 10. jili s.d. barst si harmafregn, ad pi um néitina hefdi
konungshisid ¢ Pingvollum brunnid (il kaldra kola og i eldinum hefdu farizt dr.
Bjarni Benediktsson, forsetisradherra, kona hans fri Sigridur Bijornsdéttir og déttur-

sonur peirra, Benedikt Vilmundarson.

Utgdfa pessa blads hafdi dregizt lengur en il stod, en bladid er dagselt i juni og
gefid at i tilefni 40 dra afmeelis S.U.S. Burdaras bladsins dtti ad vera grein eftir
dr. Bjarna Benediktsson, sem hann nefndi ,,Peettir Gr fjorutiv dra stjornmalasogu®.
Horfid er fra birtingu peirrar greinar ad svo stoddu, en bladid kemur obreytt it
ad o0dru leyli.

Ungir Sjalfstedismenn munu minnast formanns sins i nesta bladi, en votta ad-

standendum hinna ldtnu innilegustu samud sina i djupri sorg okkar allra.

STEFNIR
21. argangur. L tilublad.

Timarit um bjédmal og menningar-
mial. Utgefandi: Samband ungra
Sjalfstwdismanna.
Ritnefnd :

Bjirn DBjarnason,

Ellert B. Schram, (abm.),

Piall Bragi Kristjénsson,

I’ill Stefinsson,

Porsteinn Pilsson.
Heimilisfang :

Stefnir, Laufisvegi 46,

Reykjavik. Simi 17100,
Afgreidsla:

Laufisvegi 46, Reykjavik.

Prentun: Borgarprent.

SUS

Stiorn Sambands ungren Sjalfstad-
ismannp skipa: Ellert BB, Schram,
form., Werbert Gudmundsson, 1.
varaform. Sveinn Gudbjartsson, 2.
varaform., Skiali Maller, ritari, Jon
Steinar  Gunnlaugsson, ginldkeri,
Asmundur Einarsson, Bjiorgéliur
Gudmundsson, Bjorn Bjarnason,
Gardar Halldérsson, Jon Atli Krist-
Jansson, Jon Pétursson, I'ill Elis-
son, P'élur Sveinbjarnarson, Ragn-
ar Téomasson, Sigmundur Stelins-
son, Sigurdur Jénsson, Steinhér
Jiliusson, Sturla Bodvarsson, Dor-
leifur Jonsson, DPorvaldur Biason,
Por Hagalin.

ramkv.stj.: PPill Stefinsson.
Adsetnr: Valhill v/Sudurgitu,
Reykjavik. Simi 17103,

RUSUS

er rannsékna- og upplysingastoin-
un ungra Sjilfstiedismanna. Mlut-
verk hennar er gagnasifnun og
gagnaarvinnsla um  Djodfélagsmail,
Starf stofnunarinnar eru unnin af
tilkvisddum sérfredingum og dhuga-
minnum. Starfid liggur m. a. til
grundvallnr stefnumotun & vegum
ungra Sjilfstedismanna. Stjornina
skipa: Gardar IHalldérsson, form.,
Eggert Wanksson, Jialius S. Olafs-
son, Konrid Adelphsson, Ragnar
Tomasson, Vilhjilmur Lidviksson,

Porvaldur Baason.




IN MEMORIAM

Sigridur Bjdrnsdottir Dr. Bjarni Benedikisson

F. 1. n6v 1919 - D. 10. jali 1970 F. 30. april 1908 - D. 10. jali 1970

Benedikt Viimundarson
F. 14, april 1966 - D. 10. jali 1970
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Tragedy at Thingvellir

SUPPLEMENT

No. 31970

Closer Ties with Europe

As has been reported earlier,
Iceland joined the European
Free Trade Association (EFTA)
in March this year, as a result
of which trade with the other
members has already started to
increase. lceland has now for-
mally notified the European
Common Market (ECM) that
she would like discussions at
an opportune moment with that
organization so as to safeguard
her interests, should countries
like Britain, Denmark and Nor-
way (who are at present EFTA
members) later also accede to
the ECM. The Secretary-General
of the Council of Europe, Dr
Lujo Toncic-Sorinj, who wvisited
Reykjavik this summer, said
that his organization would wel-
come more active participation
of Iceland in it, pointing out at
the same time that Iceland
occupied an important geo-
graphical position with regard
to European security generally.
Statistics released recently show
that Iceland’s balance of trade

V””‘?

for the first half of 1970 has
been favourable, whereas over
the same period last year it was
unfavourable. Exports have been
rising and certain types of im-
ports falling

Artistic Loaves

Visitors to Reykjavik are
often intrigued by an out-
door exhibition of modern
sculptures and other works
of art that show consider-
able ingenuity and are some-
times extremely bizarre. One
such object created by a
young Icelander out of loaves
of wholemeal bread caused
quite a sensation, as it had
to be removed on orders
from the City Medical Officer
on the grounds that it was
causing a danger to the
health of the local inhabi-
tants.

A most tragic event occurred early in July, when the
Premier of Iceland, Dr. Bjarni Benediktsson, together
with his wife and young grandson, perished in a fire
that spread rapidly and burned to the ground in a

few minutes the official

summer residence of the

Government at Thingvellir during a violent night

storm.

They were spending only one
night there before going on a
tour of the Snaefellsnes penin-
sula.

This was a great blow to the
Icelandic nation, for Dr. Bene-
diktsson had for many years
been its most prominent leader
both in national and inter-
national affairs. The cause of
the conflagration has not been
discovered. First persons to ob-
serve the blaze were five Dutch
students camping in the vicinity,
but they arrived too late to be
of any assistance.

The residence was originally
built specially for the visit of
King Frederik VIII of Denmark
in 1907 and was situated close
to the beautiful lake at this
historic site. Dr. Benediktsson,
who was 62 years of age when
he died, was one of Iceland’s
best known politicians and had
adistinguished and varied career,
including a lectureship in law at
the University of lceland, the

President Knistjan Eldjarn with the Danish King, Frederik IX, inspects the guard of honour on arrival in Copenhagen

mayoralty of Reykjavik and the
editorship of the leading daily
newspaper “"Maorgunbladid”. He
had been Minister for Foreign
Affairs and Justice for many
years before becoming Prime
Minister, and it was he who
signed the agreement providing
for Iceland’s entry into NATO
in 1949, He was a Chairman of
the Independence Party (Sja/f-
staedisflokkur)

Messages of sympathy reached
the Icelandic Government from
all quarters of the globe, and
several countries sent important
representatives to the funeral
service, a simple ceremony that
took place in the Lutheran
Cathedral in Reykjavik. Mr. J6-
hann Hafstein, previously Mini-
ster of Justice and Industry, has
been provisionally appointed
Premier, but the death of Dr
Benediktsson is likely to have far
reaching consequences in do-
mestic politics.

President
in Denmark

The Icelandic President, Dr.
Kristjan Eldjarn, and his wife
were the official guests of
the Danish Royal Family
early in September, when
they stayed at Fredensborg
Palace near Copenhagen for
three days. The programme
included a visit to the old
Viking ship at Roskilde, an
inspection of shipbuilding
yards in Odense, a tour of
the Copenhagen television
studios, a reception at the
City Hall, a banquet at the
Lange Linje restaurant, and
a party for lcelanders resi-
dent in Denmark.
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