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Islands Regierungschef verbrannt
Ungliicksfall im Sommerhaus / Schwierigkeiten fiir den Nachfolger

Von unserem Korrespondenten
gg. Stockholm, 10. Juli

Der islindische Ministerpriisident Bjarni Bene-
diktsson ist im Alter von 62 Jahren mit seiner
Frau und einer vierjihrigen Enkeltochter ums
Leben gekommen. Alle drei verbrannten in
einem Sommerhaus der Regierung 60 Kilometer
auBerhalb von Reykjavik. Wie das Feuer ent-
stand, ist noch nicht geklirt. Als die Polizei eine
Stunde nach Ausbruch des Brandes an der Un-
gliickstelle eintraf, war das Holzhaus bis auf die
Grundmauern abgebrannt.

Benediktsson befand sich auf einer politischen
Vortragsreise. Island wahlt im néchsten Jahr ein
neues Parlament, und angesichts der katastro-
phalen Wirtschaftslage des Landes mit einer
zweimaligen Abwertung der Krone innerhalb
von 15 Monaten und einem Riickgang der Devi-
senreserven um iiber 80 Prozent muB die Selb-
stindigkeitspartei des bisherigen Regierungs-
chefs bereits jetzt versuchen, zu retten, was zu
retten ist. Sie teilt sich die Regierungsverantwor-
tung mit der kleinen sozialdemokratischen Par-
tei, die neun Mandate zu den 23 der Selbstidndig-
keitspartei ins Parlament mitbringt. Diese zusam-
men 32 Sitze reichen bei einer gesamten Man-
datszahl von 60 aus, um regieren zu kénnen.

Doch das Regieren ist immer schwieriger ge-
worden. Die Fischfinge sind enorm zuriickgegan-
gen, und der Hering, der sonst griffbereit vor der
Haustlir schwamm, hat sich verzogen. Hinzu
kommt, daB die Preise fiir Fische und Fischer-
zeugnisse auf dem internationalen Markt erheb-
lich gesunken sind. Da die 200000 Islinder bei
einem hohen Lebensstandard nicht bereit waren,
angesichts der verschlechterten Wirtschaftslage
den Riemen enger zu schnallen, hat die isléndi-
sche Wihrung wie keine andere in Nordeuropa
an Wert verloren.

Der Tod Benediktssons hitte angesichts der
schweren Wirtschaftszeiten nicht zu einem un-
giinstigeren Zeitpunkt kommen kénnen. Dieser
energische Politiker, der seit 20 Jahren ein Mini-
steramt bekleidet, verstand es, seinem Lande in-
nerhalb der skandinavischen Vélkerfamilie einen
[gebiihrenden Platz 2y verschaffen. Nachkfalger
Benediktssons als Fartei- und Regierungschef
wird haochstwahrscheinlich der hisherige Justiz-
nd Industrieminister johann Hafstein. Er wird

7 :
Bjarni Benediktsson

es sehr schwer haben, sich bis zu den Wahlen
als ein Retter der Landesfinanzen zu présentie-
ren. Einen solchen Mann braucht aber heute
Island.

bdiktssonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur




I;;i.nxu Vel aerle

Ay £ M -
(A el

adAl | .

Kurzurlaub endete tragise
Ministerprasident verbrann

Nachrichtendienste der PRESSE
REYKJAVIK

Der isldndische Ministerprasident
Bjarni Benediktsson ist in der
Nacht zum Freitag beim Brand
eines Sommerhauses ums Leben
gekommen, Mit ihm verbrannten
seine Frau Sigridur und ein zwei-
jdhriger Enkel.

Das Feuer in dem Holzhaus bei
Thingvellir, rund 50 km nordostlich
der islandischen Hauptstadt, war von
einem in der Ndhe wohnenden Geist-
lichen zuerst bemerkt worden. Als die
von ihm alarmierten ersten Helfer ein-
trafen, stand das am Taingvalla-See
gelegene Haus schon in hellen Flam-
men. Der Ministerprdsident, seine
Frau und sein Enkelsohn waren tot.

Das Haus gehort der Regierung und
wird wvon den Kabinettsmitgliedern
haufig fur Kurzurlaube benutzt. Bene-
diktsson war erst am Donnerstagnach-
mittag dort eingetroffen und hatte nur
ein paar Tage bleiben wollen.

Der 62jahrige Dr. Benedikisson, der
schon mit 24 Jahren Professor der
Rechte an der Universitidt in Reykja-
vik war, begann seine politische Lauf-
bahn 1940 als Oberbilirgermeister der
Hauptstadt. 1942 wurde er ins Parla-
ment gewahlt, von 1947 bis 1953 war
er AuBenminister, von 1959 an Justiz-
minister. Im November 1963 trat er
die Nachfolge von Olafur Thors als
Regierungschef des Inselstaates am
nordlichen Polarkreis an. Er war Vor-
sitzender der Unabhnangigkeitspartei,
die mit den Sozialdemokraten die
Regierungskoalition bildet.

Anfang der sechziger Jahre machte
Benediktsson Schleazeilen, als er mit
dom  Londorer Kalbinelt dber die
Fischereirechte vor Island in heftigen '
Streit geriet. Sigridur Benediktsson




Vi

ilumer

fageblatt

[1I1a

(3,1/66)

Islands Regierungschef in Sommerhaus verbrannt

Frau und Enkel kamen mit ums Leben - Brandursache defekte Olheizung?

Kopenhagen/Reykjavik (dpa).
Der islindische Ministerprisident Bjarni
Benediktsson ist in der Nacht zum Freitag

beim Brand eines Sommerhauses ‘ums Le-
ben gekommen. Mit ihm verbrannte seine
Frau und ein zweijihriger Enkel. Das Holz-
haus, das etwa 60 Kilometer von Reykjavik
entfernt lag, wurde von Mitgliedern - der
Regierung zu Ferienaufenthalten benutzt.

Der Brand wurde von einem Pastor ent-
deckt, der sich im benachbarten Thingvalla-
Hof aufhielt. Er alarmierte sofort die
Feuerwehr von Reykjavik. Als sie eintraf,
war das Haus jedoch schon véllig nieder-
gebrannt, In den Triimmern fand man die
drei Leichen, die am Morgen nach Reykja-
vik gebracht wurden. Die Ursache des
Brandes konnte nach Ansicht der Polizei
eine undichte Stelle der Oelheizung sein.

Benedikisson wurde 1963 Ministerprisi-
dent. Zuvor hatte er jahrelang mit kurzen
Unterbrechungen verschiedene Ministerien
geleitet. 1947 bis 1953 war er AuBen- und’
Justizminister. Wihrend seiner Amtszeit
trat Island der NATO bei. Schlagzeilen
machte Benedikisson als er Anfang der
G0er Jahre als damaliger Minister fiir
Fischereigrenzen mit London eine heftige
fovtrererse fihor die Fisthereiredhite vor
Island ausfocht.
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DIE IN FIRE — Bjarni_Benediktsson, 6
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‘ Iceland’s Premier
!/ REYKJAVIK,

Iceland (AP)
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Be-
nediktsson, “his  wife and a
grandson were killed in a fire at
the premier's summer home
Thursday night.

A priest living nearby discov-
ered the fire in the wooden cot-
tage at Ghingveille, 30 miles
from Reykajavik. He raised the
alarm, but when firemen
reached the house, they found
the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the
government and was used by
members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and

illed

mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-
ditksson was 62. He became
chairman of the Independence
party and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of his
health. Beneditksson had been
minister of justice and then for-
eign minister under Thors.

ktssonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur
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Mysterious Fire Kills
Iceland Prime Minister

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Police sifted through the
ruins of a wooden cottage Fri-
day seeking the cause of fire
and explosion which killed Ice-
land’'s prime minister, Bjarni
Benediktsson;his wife and a
grandson during the night

Flags were flown at half staff
throughout Iceland in mourning
for the 62-year-old government
chief who had wielded a power-
ful influence on the politics of
this northern island nation.
Johann Hafstein, minister of
Justice and Industry, took over
as acting prime minister.

A priest who lived nearby saw
the flames coming from the cot-
tage Thursday night in Tingvel-
lir, 40 miles from Reykjavik,
and turned in the alarm.

A party of Danish tourisis
also saw the fire and hastened
to the scene, but by the time

they reached the house, it was
an inferno. A few minutes later,
an explosion lifted off the roof.

When a fire brigade arrived
from Reykjavik an hour later,
they found only ruins and the
charred remains of the prime
minister, his 50-year-old wife,
Sigridur, and grandson, Bene-
dikt, 4.

The child was the son of Bene-
diktsson’s daughter, Vala, an
air hostess with Icelandic Air-
ways. She was on a flight to
New York aboard one of the air-
liners when the tragedy oc-
curred. Her husband, Vilmun-
dar Gislason, is the son of the
culture minister, Gylfi Gislason.

The summer residence at Ti-
ngvellir was on the site of the
world’s first parliament which
dated back to 930 A.D. the house
was built in 1330 te mark the
1,000 anniversary of the legis-
lature.




Iceland Prime Minister Dies in Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (UPI) — Iceland’s prime
minister, Dr. Bjarne Benediktsson, his wife and their
four-year-old grandson died when a fire razed the
government’s summer house early today, the govern-
ment said.

The small wooden house at Thingvellir, 31 miles
outside Keykjavik burned down before the fire bri-
gade arrived from Raykjavik. .
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lceland Premier
s Killed in Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Be-
nediktsson, his wife and a
grandson were killed in a fire at
the premier's summer home
last night.

A priest living nearby discov-

ered the fire in the wooden cot- |
tago at Ghingveille, 30 miles |
from Reykajavik. He raised the |
alarm, but when firemen|
reached the house, they found
the three bodies. |

The cottage was owned by the |
government and was used by
members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and |
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-
ditksson was 62. He became
chairman of the Independence |
party and premier in November |
1963, when Premier Olafur |
Thors resigned because of his |
health. Beneditksson had been
minister of justice and then for-
eign minister under Thors.




ICELANDERS DIE IN FIRE — Bjarni Benediktsson, prime

minister-of-leeland;and his wife, along with their grandson, died
in a fire that swept their summer horme Thursday night, The
cottage was located at Ghingveille, 30 miles from Reykajavik.

—(AP Wirephoto)




BJARNI BENEDIKTSSON, prime minister of Ice-
land, and his wife and grandson died in a fire that
swept their summer home last night. The wooden
house was located 30 miles from Reykjavik.

—AP Photofax

lceland's Leader
Perishes in Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland
(UPI) — Iceland's prime min-
ister, Dr. Bjarne Benedikts-
son, his wife_and" their four-
year-old grandson died when a
fire razed the government’s
summer house early today,
the government said.

The smal] wooden house at
Thingvellir, 31 miles outside
Reykjavik, burned down be-
fore the fire brigade arrived
from Reykjavik.

BODIES FOUND

Firemen found the bodies of
the 62-year-old prime min-
ister, his 60-year-old wife and
their grandson in the rubble.
The bodies were taken to a
chapel in Reykjavik.

The government met in
emergency session a few
hours after the official an-
nouncement of the prime min-
ister’s death to pick an acting
SUCCeSSOT.

Johann Hafstein, minister of
justice and industry in Bene-
diktsson’s coalition of his own
conservative Independence
Party and the Social Democ-
rats, was expected to get the
job, government sources said.

AIDE

Hafstein has been Bene-
diktsson’s deputy in the gov-
ernment and the Indepen-
dence Party for some time.

Benediktsson’s death was
not expected to change Icelan-
dic politics although he was an
influential prime minister in
this tiny island nation of
200,000 inhabitants.

Elections to the Althing
(parliament) will have to be

. called before June next year.
\ Hafstein was expected to head
the cabinet until the elections,

Benediktsson's death came |
as a shock to Icelanders, who
heard the news on the morn- |
ing news broadcast from |
Radio Iceland. :

Flags were flown at half- |
staff. Radio Iceland played |
only classical music.

The government
brief statement:

“The prime minister of Ice-
land, Dr. Bjarne Benedikts- |
son, his wife, Sigridur
Bjoernsdottir, and their -
year-old grandson perished in
a fire at the government sum-
mer house at Thingvellir early
this morning. The fire was
discovered about 3 a.m. An
announcement regarding the
acting prime minister will be
made in a few hours.”

The grandson was Benedikt
Gylfason, the son of the prime
minister's daughter, Valger-
dur Bjarnadottir, and her hus-
band, Vilmunder Gylfason.
The parents were in reykjavik
at the time.

QUIET ARRIVAL

issued a |

Neighbors did not know the
prime minister and his family
had arrived last night. Not
until officials telephoned the

prime minister’s house in
Reykjavik after the fire did
they find out the Benedikis-
son’s were in the house. |

Firemen later found the
bodies.

The fire was discovered by |
a group of Dutch students on |
their way to the nearby Valhal
Hotel. They saw flames |
through the windows and ran
up to the house and knocked|
on doors and windows. Butl)
they said they saw nobody i
the burning house.
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lcelandic
Minister
Dies In Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (UPT)
—-Prime Minister Bjarne Bene-
dintsson, his wife and their 4-
year-old grandson were killed in
a fire early Friday that
destroyed their summer house
and plunged this nation into
deep mourning.

The bhodies of Benediktsson,
62, his wife Sigridu, 60, and
|the couple’s grandson, Benedikt
|Gylfason, were found in the
|ashes of the four-room wooden
{house at Thingvellir 31 miles
(from Reykjavik.

The little boy was the son of
| Benediktosson’s daughter Val-
gerdur. |

The house was razed before|
the fire brigade from Reykjavik |
arrived.

The government said the
cause of the fire was still|
unclear.
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‘PM Killed
In Blaze

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
Police sifted through the
ruins of a wooden cottage Fri-
day seeking the cause of fire
and explosion which killed Ice-
land’s prime minister, Bjarni
Benediktsson, his wife and a
grandson during the night.

Flags were flown at half staff
throughout Iceland in mourning
for the 62-year-old government
chief who had wielded a power-
ful influence on the politics of
this northern island nation.
Johann Hafstein, minister of
Justice and Industry, took over
as acting prime minister.

A priest who lived nearby saw
the flames coming from the cot-
tage Thursday night in Tingvel-
lir, 40 miles from Reykjavik,
and turned in the alarm.

A party of Danish tourists
also saw the fire and hastened
to the scene, but hy the time
they reached the house, it was
an inferno. A few minutes later,
an explosion lifted off the roof
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Premier of
Iceland dies

—— e

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Be-

grandson were killed in a fire at

Thursday night. oy
A priest living nearby discov-

tage at Ghingveille, 30 miles
from Reykajavik. He raised the|

alarm, but when firemen

reached the house, they found|

the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by thel
government and was used by:
members of the cabinet. |

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-#j§
ditksson was 62. He became
chairman of the Independence!
party and premier in November §
1963, when Premier Olafur

| Thors resigned because of his
Jhealth. Beneditksson had been

minister of justice and then for-

jeign minister under Thors.
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they found ruin
charred remains of
minister, his
Sigridur, and on, Bene-
son of Bene-
r, Vala, an
air hostess with Icelandic Air-
ways. She was on a flight to
New York aboard one of the air-
liners when the tragedy oc-
curred. Her husband,  Vilmun-
dar ( son, is the son of the
culture minister. Gylfi Gislason.
Benedikisson was born in
Reykjavik on Apri] 20 1008, Hp
studied law at the University o
[celand and later in Berlin

diktsson's

(AP) |

time |

the |
prime |
wife, |

Copenhagen. In 1932 he became
a professor at the University of
Ieceland and stayed in that post
until 1940. That vear he became
mayor of Reykjavik and stayed
on until 1947 when he was
named minister of justice and
foreign affairs. In that capacity
1 was one of the signers of the
Atlantic Treaty in Waghington
in 1949

Benediktsson was editor of the
Reykjavik newspaper Morgun-
bladid and held other ministe-
rial posts until he became prime
minister in 1963

The summer residence at Ti-
ngvellir was on the site of the
world's first parliament which

W
V

_|dated back to 930 A.D. the house

was built in 1934 to mark the
,000th anniversary of the legis-
ature.

tssonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur




Iceland Leader’s
Death Is Probed

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
Police sifted through the
ruins of a wooden cottage Fri-
day seeking the cause of fire
and explosion which killed Ice-
land’s prime minister, Bjarni
Benediktsson, his wife and a
grandson during the night.

Flags were flown at half staff
throughout Iceland in mourning
for the 62-year-old government
chiefs who had wielded a power-
ful influence on the politics of

this northern island nation.
Johnson Hasstein, minister
Justice and Industry, took over
as acting prime minister.

A priest who lived nearby saw
the flames coming from the cot-
tage Thursday night in Tingvel-
ilir, 40 miles from Reykjavik,
|and turned in the alarm.

A party of Danish tourists
[also saw the fire and hastened
| to the scene, but by the time
they reached the house, it was
an inferno. A few minutes later,
an explosion lifted off the roof.

When a fire brigade arrived
from .Reykjavik an hour later,
they found only ruins and the
charred remains of the prime
minister, his 50-vear-nld wife,
Sigridur, and grandson, Bene-
dikt, 4.

of |

The child was the son of Bene-
diktsson’s daughter, Vala, an
air hostess with Icelandic Air-
ways. She was on a flight to
New York aboard one of the air-
liners when the tragedy oc-
curred. Her husband, Vilmun-
dar Gislason, is the son of the
culture minister, Gylfi Gislason. |

Benediktsson was born in|
Reykjavik on April 30, 1908. He|
studied law at the University of]
Iceland and later in Berlin and
Copenhagen. In 1932, he became
a professor at the University of
Iceland and stayed in that post
until 1940, That year he becam
mayor of Reykjavik and stayed
on until 1947 when he was
[named minister of justice and
\foreign affairs. In that capacity
'he was one of the signers of the
Atlantic Treaty in Washington
[in 1949.
| Benediktsson was editor of the
{Reykjavie newspaper Morgun-
bladid and held other ministe-
rial posts until he became prime
minister in 1963,

The summer residence at Ti-
ngvellir was on the site of the
world’s first parliament which
dated back to 930 A.D. the house
was built in 1934 to mark the
1,000th anniversary of the legis-
lature,
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Iceland’s Prime Minister

Dies as Fire Sweeps Home |

Johann Hafstein, minister of |

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (UPT)
— TJceland’s prime minister,
Dr. Bjarne Benedikisson, his
wife and their four-year-old
grandson died when a fire
razed the government’s sum-
mer house early today, the
government said.

The small wooden house at
Thingvellir, 31 miies aufside
Reykjavik burned down before
the fire brigade arrived from

Reykjavik.

Firemen found the bodies
of the 62-year-old prime
minister, his 60-year-old wife
and their grandson in the rub-
ble. The bodies were taken
to a chapel in Reykjavik.

The government met in
emergency session a few
hours after the official an-
souncement of the prime
minister’s deatn fo pick aii
acling successor.

justice  and industry in
Benedikisson’s coalition of his;
own Conservative Indepen- |
dence Party and the Social|
Democrats, was expected to|
get the job, g0 vernme ntl
sources said. ‘l
Hafstein has begn
Benediktsson's deputy in the
government and / the|]
[ndependence Party for/some '

time. [
1
i
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Iceland Premier Bjarne Benediktsson, 62, his wife
and thelr 2-year-old grandson were killed last night

in { destroyed the couple’s summer home
outside Revkiavik. Cause of the fire was
disciosed. Benediktsson has been premier since
1963.
i —— R
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CELAND PREMIER DIES—Bjarne Bnedi >
of TEETERA e wife_and one of their grandchildren died
late Thursday in a fire that razed the premier’s official
summer residence 21 miles outsids of .‘@pyl-'!mw Y The

government called ‘an emergency session to

ktsson, premi

pick a

SUCCessOor. (UPI Telephoto)




Ice];ndl Dies
In Home Fire

(Continued From Page 1)

minister’s daughter, Valgerdu:
Bjarnadottir, and her husband,
Vilmunder Gylfason. The
parents were in Reykjavik at
the time. |

Neighbors did not know the|
(prime minister and his family|
had arrived Thursday night.
Not until officials telephoned
the prime minister’s house in
Reykjavik after the fire  did
they find out the Benediktsson’s
were in the house.
| Firemen later found the
bodies.

The fire was discovered by a
group of Dutch students on
|their way to the nearby Valhal
Hotel. They saw flames through
the windows and ran up to the
house and knocked on doors
and windows. But they said
‘hey saw nobody in the burning
house.

“Then there was a small
explosion inside and we ran up
0 the hotel and sounded the
alarm,” Uta Heichenberg of
Leiden, Holland, told a UPI
reporter at the scene.

The cause of the fire was not
immediately known but govern-
ment officials said it could have
started in a kerosene heater
used in the smalil four-roony
house. f




Fire Kills

Ic g!a nd’s

|
Premier \

Grandson And
Wife Perish

AVIK, Ice]and’
(UPI) — Iceland’s prime|
‘ er, Dr. Bjarne Bene-|
ctsson, his wife and their|
four-year-old grandson died
when a fire ed the gov-|
ernment’'s summer house
early today, the govern-
ment said.

The small wooden ho Se é’i{l
Thingvellir, 31 mil outside

burned down befor el

Wille
rua

nation of 2

to the Althing
llament) will 1|
before June
in was
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the news on the mornin

: Benedikt
Gylfason on of the prime
tP’lease See Page 4, Column Y
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lceland Premier,

Wife, Grandson

Killed in

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (UPI)
—Iceland’s prime minister, Dr.
Bjarne Benediktsson, his wife
and their four-year-old grand-
son died when a fire razed the
government's summer house
early today, the government
said.

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarna Benedikt;

Fire ™

The small wooden house at
Thingvellir, 31 miles outside
Reykjavik burned down before
the fire brigade arrived from
Reykjavik.

Firemen found the bodies of
the 62-year-old prime minister,
his 60-year-old wife and their
grandson in the rubble. The
bodies were taken to a chapel
in Reykjavik.

The government met in
emergency session a few hours
after the official announcement
of the prime minister’s death to
pick an acting successor.

Johann Hafstein, minister of
| justice and industry in Benedik-
tsson’s coalition of his own
Conservative Independence par-
ity and the Social Democrats,
L\\'as expected to get the job,
lgovernment sources said.
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lceland Premier

———

And Family Die

REYKJAVIK, TIceland (UPI)|ty and the Social Democrats,| “The prime minister of
—Iceland’s prime minister, Dr. |was expected fo get the job, |Tceland, Dr. Bjarni Benedikts-
Bjarne Benediktsson, his wife |government sources said. ‘son. his wife, Sigridur Bjorns-
and their 4-year-old grand-| Hafstein has been Benedik- |dottir and their 4 year old |
son died when a fire razed the [tsson’s deputy in the govern- |grandson perished in a fire at
government’s summer house iment and the ]ndependencc;the government summer house
early today, the government party for some time. (at Thingvellir early this morn-
gald. ; 3 {ing. The fire was discovered |
Benediktsson’s death was not |about 3 a.m. An announcement |

The small qwoo:leu house at |expected to change Icelandic |regarding the acting prime |
Thingvellir, 31 miles outside |politics although he was an|minister will be made in a few
Reykjavik burned down before |influential prime minister in|hours.”
the fire brigade arrived fl‘ﬂmimis tiny island nation of 200,000 | The grandson was Benedikt
Reykjavik. inhabitants. Gylfason, the son of the prime

Firemen found the bodies of| Elections to the Althing |minister’s daughter, Valgerdur
the 62-year-old prime minister,|(parliament) will have to he |Bjarnadottir and her husband,
his 60-year-old wife and ’Lheirica]led before June next year.[Vilmunder Gylfason. The
grandson in the rubble. The |Hafstein was expected to head |parents were in Reykjavik at
bodies were taken to a chapel ithe cabinet until the elections. |the time.
in Reykjavik. 1 Benediktsson’s death came as | Neighbors did not know the

The government met inja shock to Icelanders, who [prime minister and his family
emergency session a few hours heard the news on the morning |had arrived Thursday night,
after the official announcement |news broadcast from Radio |[Not until officials telephoned
of the prime minister’s death to |Iceland. / the prime minister’s house in |
pick an.acting successor. Flags were flown at halfstaff. |Reykjavik after the fire did

Johann Hafstein, minister of |Radm Iceland Pplayed only |they find out the Benediktsson's
justice and industry in Benedik- iolassical mosie. Iwere i the house
tsson’s coalition of his own| The government issued a| Firemen later found the
Conservative Independence par-brief statment: bodies.
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Iceland’s

Leader Dies

In Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (UPI)]
—Tceland’s prime ministef, Dr.|
Bjarne Benediktsson, his wife|
and their four-year-old grand-|
son died when a fire razed the|
government’s summer house
early today, the government
said.

The small wooden house at|
Thingvellir, 31 miles outside|
Reykjavik bhurned down before
the fire brigade arrived from
Reykjavik.

Firemen found the bodies of
the 62-year-old prime minister,
his 60- \.car old wife and their




Lmder Dze
In Fire

(Continued from Page 1)
bodies were taken to a Chapcl
in Reykjavik.

The government met in
emergency session a few hours
after the official announcement
of the prime minister’s death to|
pick an acting successor. ‘

Johann Hafstein, minister of
justice and industry in Benedik-
tsson's coalifion of his own
Conservative Independence par-|
ty and the Social Democrats.
was expected to get the job,
government sources said

Hafstein has been Benedik-
tsson’s deputy in the govern-
ment and the Independence
Party for some fime.

Benediktsson's death was not
expected to change Icelandic
politics although he was an
influential prime minister in
this tiny island nation of 200, (IUO
inhabitants.




JUL 11 1970
Icel-{gldf?rs

In Mournin g

For Leader

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)

Icelanders today mourned
the death of Prime Minister
Bjarni Benediktsson, Killed in
a fire, while Johann Hafstein,
minister of justice and indus-
try, temporarily took the reins
of government in the Arctic
Circle nation

Flags were at half staff and
police and firemen sifted the
ruins of the summer cottage in
which Benediktsson 62. his
wife and a grandson burned to
death Thursday night

President Kristjan Eldjarn,
after meeting with members
of the cabinet Friday, asked
Hafstein to take over as acting
prime minister of the coalition
government of Benediktsson's
Independent party and the So-
cial Democrats.

Witnesses who saw the
flames shooting from the sum-
mer house of the prime minis
ter in Tingvellir, 40 miles from
Reykjavik, said the blaze was
punctuated by an explosion
that tore off the roof. The
cause of the fire was not
known.
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Fire kills
premier,

witfe, child

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (UPD|
—Premier Bjarne Benedik-
tsson, 62, his wife and teir 2-
year-01d ~grandson were killed
Thursday night in a fire that
destroyed the premier’s sum-
mer home.

An official government
spokesman, announcing the
deaths, said the cause of the
fire at Thingvellir residence, 31|
miles ontside the capital, had!
nol been disclosed.

“This is an immense tmﬂod\'
for our country,” the spokes-
man said in a shaky voice.
“But the shock is so severe
that many of us cannot believe
it is true.”

Most of Iceland's 200,000
residents first heard of the
tragedy on morning radio
newscasts. Flags were lowered
o half-staff,

The Rev. Eirikur Eriksson,
who lives near the government
residence, said he -discovered
the fire shortly after midnight
and sounded the alarm. The
house was destroyed before
the fire engines arrived from
the capital.

Benediktsson, 62, was ap-
pointed prime minister in 1963
and was leading a coalition

ernment of his own Indepen

party and the Social
MDemocratic party.




Iceland

Official Killed

As Fire Sweeps Cottage

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
Police sifted through the
ruins of a wooden cottage Fri-
day seeking the cause of fire
and explosion which killed Ice-
land’s prime minister, Bjarni
Benediktsson, his wife and a
grandson during the night.

Flags were flown at half staff
throughout Iceland in mourning
for the 62-year-old government
chief who had wielded a power-
ful influence on the politics of
this northern island nation.
Johnson Hasstein, minister of
Justice and Industry, took over
as acting prime minister.

A priest who lived nearby saw
the flames coming from the cot-
tage Thursday night in Tingvel-
lir, 40 miles from Reykjavik,
and turned in the alarm.

A party of Danish tourists
also saw the fire and hastened
to the scene, but by the time
they reached the house, 1t was
an inferno. A few minutes later,
an explosion lifted off the roof.

When a fire brigade arive:d
from Reykjavik an hour later,
they found only ruins and the

charred remains of the pl*ime New York aboard one of the air-
minister, his 50-year-old wife, |liners when the tragedy oc-
Sigridur, and grandson, I-.eno- curred. Her husbhand, Vilmun- |
dikt, 4. |dar Gislason, is the son of the
The child was the son of Bene- } culture minister, Gylfi Gislason. |
daughter, Vala, an| Benediktsson was born in|

Icelandic Air-| Reykjavik on April 30, 1908. He‘]

She was on a flight to|studied law at the University of |
Tceland and later in Berlin and |
Copenhagen. In 1932, he became |
a professor at the University of |
Iceland and stayed in that post
until 1940. That year he became
mayor of Reykjavik and stayed
on until 1947 when he was
named minister of justice and
foreign affairs. In that capacity
he was one of the signers of the
Atlantic Treaty in Washington

in 1949.

Jenediktsson was editor of the
Reykjavik newspaper Morgun-
bladid and held other minister-|
ial posts until he became prime |
minister in 1963. |

The summer residence at|
Tingvellir was on the site of lhei‘
world’s first parliament which
dated back to 930 A.D. The house|
yas gl in 1930 to mark 1hc‘
Iﬂl l'nh anniversary of the teﬂls

diktsson’s
air hostess with
ways

afn Bjarna Benediktssonar © Bq




lceland prime
minister, family

killed in fire

prime ] . Bjarne Benediktsson,

leel ind's

his wife and their four-vear-old grandson
died when a fire razed the government's

summerhouse early the povernment

I wooden house at Thingvellir,
miles outside Reyjjavik burned down be-
the fire brigade arrived fron vkia-
iremen found the bodies of the 62-ves
old prime minister his 60-year-old
orandson in the rubble. The bos
ken to a <'|up | in Re
I'he eovernment met in emer
hours after the offici
the primeé mir

SUCCEsSsOr

tein, minister of
enediktsson’s coalition
own Conservative Independence party and
the Social Democrats, was expected to get
oovernment sources said.
has been Benediktsson's dep
government and the Indepen-
lor some time
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REYKJAVIK, Iceland
(UPI)—Iceland’s prime
minister, Dr. Bjarne Bene-
diktsson, his wife and their
four-year-old grandson died
when a fire razed the gov-
ernment’s summer house
early today, the govern-
ment said.

The small wooden house
at Thingvellir, 31 miles out-
side Reykjavik, burned
down before the fire bri-
gade arrived from Reykja-
vik.

Firemen found the bodies
of the 62-year-old prime
minister, his 60 - year - old
wife and their grandson in
the rubble. The bodies were
taken to a chapel in Reyk-
javik.

The government me{ in
emergency session a few
hours after the official an-
nouncement of the prime
minister’s death to pick an
acting successor.

Johann Hafstein, minister
of justice and industry in
Benediktsson’s coalition of
his own Conservative Inde-
pendence party and the So-
cial Democrats, was ex-
pected to get the job, gov-
ernment sources said.

Hafstein has been Bene-
diktsson’'s de puty in the
government and the Inde-
pendence party for some
time,

Benediktsson's death was
not expected to change Ice-
landic politics although he
was an influential prime
minister in this tiny island
nation of 200,000 inhabit-
ants

Elections to the Althing
(parliament) will have to
be called before June next

\ year. Hafstein was expect-

ed to head the cahinet until

¥the elections.




remier of Iceland
ies in House Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (UPI)I Johann Hafstein, minister of heard the news on the morning
—Iceland’s prime minister, Dr.|justice and industry in Benedik-\news broadcast from Radio
Bjarne Benediktsson, his \\ueitsqon: coalition of his own|Iceland. \
and their four-year-old grand-|Conservative Independence par- \ Flags were flown at halfstaff.
son died when a fire razed thejty and the Social Democrats,|Radio Iceland played only
government's summer house was expected to get the job,|classical music.
early today, the government government sources said. | The government issued a
said. | Hafstein has been Benedik- brief statement:

The small wooden house at|tsson’s deputy in the govern-| “The prime minister of
Thingvellir, 31 miles Omsidc‘;mem and the Independence Iceland, Dr. Bjarne Benedik-
Reykjavik burned down before Party for some time. |tsson, his wife Sigridur Bjoern-|
the fire brigade arrived fmm| Benediktsson's death was not|sdottir and their four-vear-old
Reykjavik. |expected to change Icelandic| grandson perished in Ir fire at

Firemen found the bodies of|politics although he was ﬂn'the government summer house
the 62-year-old prime minister,|influential prime minister in{a¢ Thingvellir early this morn-
his 60-year-old wife and theu'|th1t. tiny island nation of 200,000|ing. The fire was discovered
grandson in the rubble. The|inhabitants. ,dl)Ollt 3 a.m, An announcement
bodies were taken to a chapel| Elections to fthe Althing regarding the acting prime
in Reykjavik. [(parliament) will have to be |minister will be made in a few

Cabinet Emergency \(dl}ed before June next year. hours.”

The government met in|Hafstein was expected to head| The grandson was Benedikt
emergency session a few lmurq‘the cabinet until the elections.|Gylfason, the son of the prime
after lhe ‘official announcement | Shock |mm151m s daughter, Valgerdur
of the prime minister's death to| Benediktsson’s death came as|Bjarnadottir, and her huéband
pick an acting successor. fa shock to Icelanders, w ho‘v ilmunder Gylfason. The

parents were in Reykjavik at
the time.

Neighbors did not know the
prime minister and his family
had arrived Thursday night.
Not until officials telephoned
the prime minister’s house in|
Reykjavik after the fire did
they find out the bencdﬂ\tsqon‘;
were in the house.

Firemen later found the
bodies. |

The fire was discovered by a|
group of Dutch students on
their way to the nearby Valhall|
Hotel. They saw flames through|
the windows and ran up to the|
(house and knocked on doors|

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarna Benediktssonar © HEaiRIE AR RIS S AN I
Ithey saw nobody in the l)ulrung
(house.
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Dies in

REYKIJAVIK, Iceland (UPI)
Bldtne Benedikts-
son, 62, his wile and

led Thursday night in a fire
that destroyed the premier’s

summer home.

An  official government
spokesman, - announcing the
leaths, said the cause of the
fire. at Thingvellir residence,

31 miles outside the capital,

had not been disclosed.

“This is an immense
tragedy for our country,” the
spokesman said in a shaky

“But the shock is so severe
1at many of us cannot believe
t is true.”

Most of Iceland’s
esidents first

200,000
heard of the
tragedy on morning radio
newscasts Flags were
lowered to half-staff.

The Rev. Eirikur Eriksson,

vho lives near THP government
residence, su ¢

fire and

1larm.

e discoveread
sounded the

their
2-year-old grandson were

i ;
house was destroyed

the fire engines arrived
the capital, 31 miles

T'he
before
from
away

The premier
and grandson
day.

and his wife
arrived Thurs-

Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur
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Icclcmd Per:cr Wlfc, Grandson Perish in Fire

REYK 'TK, Iceland nmer hou early today, Firemen found the bodles of

(UPI) — Iceland’s prime min- he government sald the 62-yvear-old pr
‘ : Di-Yes rime
The small wooden house at I mini
Thingvellir, 31 es outside
Revkiavik, burned down be- their grandson in the rubble.

year old grandson died whei fore the fire btigad Srived The Lodizs were taken

ister, Dr. Bjarne Benedikis- ter, his 60-year-old wife and

son, his wife and their

a fire razed the government’s from Reykjavil chapel in Reykijavik.
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Fire Kills Iceland Premier

FATAL FIRE: Premier
| Bjarne Benedikisson, 62, his
| wife and their 2-year-old

grandson were Killed Thurs-
day night in a fire in Reyk-
| javik, Iceland, that destroyed
' the premier’s summer home.
An official government
spokesman, announcing the
deaths, said the cause of the
fire at Thingvellir residence,
31 miles outside the capital,
had not been disclosed.

“This is an immense tra-

gedy for our country,” the
spokesman said in a shaky
voice. “‘But the shock is so
severe that many of us can-
not believe it is true.”

Most of Iceland’s 20,600

residents first heard of the

tragedy on morning radio
newscasts. Flags were low-
ered to half-staff,

The Rev. Eirikur Eriksson,
who lives near the govern-
ment residence, said he dis-
covered the fire at 12:40 a.m,
(8:40 p.m. EDT) and sounded
the alarm. The house was de-
stroyed before the fire en-
gines arrived from the capital,
31 miles away.

CANDIDATE: Earl D. Craig
Jr., a Negro teacher at the
University of Minnesota, is
running against former Vice
President Hubert H. Humph-
rey for the Democratic nomi-
nation for the US. Senate in
Mintesoia.

Craig, a critic of the Viel-

nam war, filed his nominating
papers Thursday in St. Paul.
The party primary will be
held Sept. 10.

Humphrey received en- |
dorsement of the Democratic- |
Farmer-Labor convention last |
month. Craig polled 20 per
cent of the vote.

The Republican nominee for
the seat being vacated by the
retirement of Democrat Eu-
gene McCarthy is Rep. Clark
McGregor.

BIRTHDAY: Edward Heath,
Britain’s new prime minister,
held a cocktail party Thurs-
day at his official residence,
Ne. 10 Diovming S, to mnark

his 54th birthday.
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Fire Kills Premier

Of Iceland, Family

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)—Iceland’s pre-
mier, Bjarni Benediktsson, his wife and a grand-
son were killed in a fire at the premier’s summer
home Thursday night.
A priest living nearby discovered the fire in the
wooden cottage at Tingveller, 40 miles from Rey-
kajavik. He raised the alarm. but when firemen
reached the house, they found the three bodies.
The cottage was owned by the government and
was used by members of the cabinet.
A former law professor and mayor of Reykja-
vik, Dr. Benediktssor was 62. He became chair-
man of the Independence party and premier in
November 1963, when Premier Olafur Thors re-
siened because of his health. Benediktsson had :
heen minister of justice and then foreign minister
L Tse Ju s A
under Thors. BJARNI BSNEleT_SSON
: 3 H ; dies in fire
Johann Hasstein, minister of justice and indus-
try took over as acting prime minister.
Mr. Sigridur Benedikisson was 303 WO Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur
grandson was 4.
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Premier and two relatives
perish in Iceland flames

(UPI
3JARNI BENEDIKTSSON

Cablephoto)

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (Reuters) —
Prime Minister Bjarni Benedikisson,
his “Wife~“and “grandson died tragically
early today in a firethat destroyed the
premier’s official summer residence at
Thingvalla, 38 miles outside Reykjavik

Benediktsson headed a coalifion
government of his own Independent
party and the Social Democrats

THERE WAS NO immediate
nouncement on who would take over as
head of government. Iceland has been
an independent republic with an elected
president since it severed its links with
the Danish crown in 1944

an-

The country went into a state of
mourning. After meeting members of
the government, President Kirstjan
Eldjarn asked Justice Minister Johann
Hafstein, vice president of Benedikts-
son’s Independent party to take
the premiership and form a new gov-
ernment

OvVer

Police recovered the three charred
bodies from the smoking ruin of the
small, timber structure this morning
and said their position indicated the 62-
year-old premier and his wife tried to
escape but got only a few steps before
being overtaken by flames.

The prime minister, his wife Sigri ;

dur and their daughter’s 2-year-old son
Benedikt Wilmundarsson, arrived yes-
terday to spend a few quiet hours at the
summer residence, built to house King
Frederick of Denmark when he visited
[celand.

It was a favorite haunt of the prime
minister’s where he went to relax from
official duties.

THEY ARRIVED without even
servants and settled down on what was
a bitterly cold night with a strong
northerly wind whipping snow around
nearby mountain peaks.

About 1:30 this morning
Dutch campers whose tents were blown
down in the wind noticed a fire in what
they first took to he an empty house

They told the porter of a nearby ho-
tel who realized the prime minister’s
family was in residence and raised the
alarm.

some

But before the fire brigade arrived
the structure had heen reduced to asl
es. A police officer who tried to enter
the building at the height of the blaze
fvas driven back by the flames.

Felize were el jrmmerdiately
§ay how the fire started, but said an oil
fank exploded ingide fhe house during

akle i5

Borgarskjalasafn

the fire and apparently contributed to
the fierceness of the blaze.

Benediktsson, who headed the coali-
tion government since November, 1963,
was the minister responsible for taking
his country into the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) after
World War IL

BENEDIKTSSON
guished lawyer with
public service

Educated at the universities of Ice-
land and Berlin, he becamé a law pro-
fessor in 1932. but moved into politics
and in 1940 was elected mayor of the
capital of Reykjavik.

" He was chosen as his country’s del-
ecate to the United Nations General As-
sembly in 1946, and became foreign af-
fairs and justice minister the following
year

He remained prominent in governs
ment life, apart from the period 1956 to
1959 when he was chief editor of the dai«
ly newspaper Morgunbladid.

After a spell as president of the Al.
thing (legislature) in 1959, he became
minister of justice and industries, and
in November 1963 was chosen as prime
minister

WAS a distin-

a long record of

Reykjavikur




DIE IN FIRE — Bjarni Benediktsson, premier of

land

A.P. PHOTOFAX

Ice-

and his wife, above, along with a grandson, died

Fhursday night in a fire that swept their summer home.

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarna Benedi

s Fatal
For Premier

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Be-
nediktsson, NWis wife and a
arandson were killed in a fire at
the premier’'s summer home
Thursday night.

A priest living nearby discov-
ered the fire in the wooden cot-
tage at Tingvellir 40 miles
from Reykajavik. He raised the
alarm, but when firemen
reached the house, they found
the three bodies.

Fire

The cottage was owned by the
government and was used by
members of the cabinet

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene
ditksson was 62. He became
chairman of the Independence
party and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of his
health. Benedikisson had been
minister of justice and then for-
eign minister under Thors

Johann Hasstein, minister of
justice and industry, took over
as acting prime minister

Mrs. Sigridue Benediktsson
was 50; their grandson was 4.

Palice zifted through the ruins
in search of the cause of the
tragedy.
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Fire Kills
Premier Of
Iceland

REYKJAVIK, Iceland —
(UPI) Premier Bjarne
~nediktsson, 62, his wife,
2-year-old ¢
o killed Thu
in a fire that

mer home.
An official government spol
man, announcing the
of the

an
for our country
man said in a s
the shock is so severe
many of us cannot believe i
true.”’

speech tod

prime minister
FLAGS LOWERED leading 0
: ( > of his own Independe y
and the Social Democratic
on morning radio new ;
Fla ere lowered to

The Rev. Eirikur Eriksson,
who lives near the govern-
ment residence, said he dis-
covered the fire at 12:40 a.m.
8:40 p.m. EDT) and sounded
the alarm. The house was de-

ad before the fire engines

from the capital, 31
N N sonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur
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Prune Minister Of

Iceland, Wife Die
As House Destroyed

REYKJAVIK, Iceland
—Iceland's prime minister, Dr.
Bjarne Benediktsson, his wife
and their four-year-old grand-
son died when a fire razed the
government's summer house
early today, the government
said

The small wooden house at
Thingvellir, 31 miles outside
Reykjavik burned down before
the fire brigade arrived from
Reykjavik.

Firemen found the hodies of
the 62-year-old prime minister,
his 60-year-old wife and their
grandson in the rubble. The
bodies were taken to a chapel
in Reykjavik.

Emergency Session

The government met in
emergency session a few hours
after the official announcement
of the prime minister’s death to
pick an acling successor.

Johann Hafstein, minister
justice and industry in Benedik-
tsson’s coalition of his own
Conservative Independence par-
ty and the Social Democrats,
was expected to get the job,
government sources said.

Hafstein has been Benedik-
tsson’s deputy in the govern-
ment and the Independence
Party for some time.

Benediktsson’s death was not
expected to change Icelandic
politics although he was an
influential prime minister 1n
this tiny island nation of 200, 000
inhabitants

E lf‘('lll'lf]\

(UPD

of

to the Althing

(parliament) will have to be |

called before June next year.
Hafstein was expected to head |
the cabinet until the elections.
Benediktsson's death came as

shock to Icelanders, who |
heard the news on the morning
news broadecast from Radio
Iceland.

Flags were flown
Féadio Iceland played
4sgsical music.

at halfstaff
only

The government issued
brief statement:

‘The prime
Iceland, Dr. Bjarne Benedik-
tsson, his wife Sigridur Bjoern-
sdottir and their four-year-old
grandson perished in a fire af
the government summer house
at Thingvellir early this morn
ing. The fire was discovered
about 3 a.m. An announcement
regarding the acting prime
minister will be made in a few
hours.”

Neighbors Unaware

The grandson was Benedikt
Gylfason, the son of the prime
minister’s daughter, Valgerdur
Bjarnadottir, and her husband,
Vilmunder Gylfason. The
parents were in Reykjavik at
the time.

Neighbors did not know
prime minister and his
had arrived Thursday
Not until officials
the prime minister's house in
levkjavik after the fire did
they find out the Benediktsson's
were in the house.

Firemen later
bodies.

The fire was discovered by a
group of Dutch students on
their way to the nearby Valhal
Hotel. They saw flames through
the windows and ran up to the
house and knocked on doors
and windows. But they said
they saw nohody in the burning®
house.

a

minister of

the
family

night.
telephoned

found the

—

© Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur




EUGENE, ORE

14§ oA

SN .
REGISTER-GUARD

e - s3JUL, 10 1970

8 - 53,04

Iceland’s premier,

wife, grandson die
in cottage blaze

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP) — Ice-
land’s premier, Bjarni Benediktsson, his
wife and a grandson were killed in a fire
at the premier’s summer home Thursday
night.

A priest living nearby discovered the
fire in the wooden cottage at Tingvellir,
40 miles from Reykjavik. He raised the
alarm, but when firemen reached the
house, they found the three bodies

The cottage was owned by the govern-
ment and was used by members of the
cabinet.

A former law professor and mayor of
Reykjavik, Benediktsson was 62. He be-
came chairman of the Independence party
and premier in November 1963, when
Premier Olafur Thors resigned because of
his health. Benediktsson had been minis- /
ter of justice and then foreign miniswl}-’
under Thors. /‘
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lceland’s Premiey,

™ ® ~ 3 \.
Wife Killed in Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Be-
nediktsson, his wife and a

grandson were killed in a fire at
the premier’s summer home

Thursday night.

A priest living nearby discov-
ered the fire in the wooden cot-
tage at Tingvellir, 40 miles
from Reykjavik. He raised the
alarm, but when firemen
reached the house, they found
the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the.

government and was used by
members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-
diktsson was 62. He became
chairman of the Independence
party and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned becaunse of his
health. Benediktsson had been
minister of justice and then for-

eign minister under Thors

Johann Hasstein, minister of
justice and industry, took over
as acting prime minister.

Mrs. Sigridue Benediktsson
was 50; their grandson was 4.

Police sifted through the ruins
in search of the cause of the
tragedy. i

-

bsonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur




DIE IN FIRE — Bjarni Benediktason, prime ministe
of Iceland, and his wife, along with t their grandson,
died in a fire that swept their summer home Thursday
night. The wonden cottage was located

1 at ( h!n\::\r.-‘rlk&"
30 miles from Reykajavik. (AP Wirephoto)
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/celand’s Premier,,
~ Family Die in Fire \

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)

— Police sifted through the
ruins of a wooden cottage Fri-
day seeking the cause of fire
and explosion which killed Ice-
land’s prime minister, Bjarni

Mr. and Mrs. Benediktsson

Benediktsson, his wife and a
grandson during the night.

Flags were flown at half staff
throughout Iceland in mourning
for the 62-year-old government
chief who had wielded a power-
ful influence on the politics of
this northern island nation.
Johann Hafstein. minister of
Justice and Industry, took over
kacting prime minister.

A priest who lived nearby saw
the flames coming from the cot-
tage Thursday night in Tingvel-
lir, 40 miles from Reykjavik,
and turned in the alarm.

When a fire brigade arrived
from Reykjavik an hour later,
they found only ruins and the
charred remains of the prime
minister, his 50-year-old wife,
Sigridur, and grandson, Bene-
dikt, 4.

The child was the son of Bene-
diktsson’s daughter, Vala, an
air hostess with Icelandic Air-
ways. She was on a flight to
New York aboard one of the air-
liners when the tragedy oc-
curred. Her husband, Vilmun-
dar Gislason, is the son of the
culture minister, Gylfi Gislason.

The summer residence at Ti-
ngvellir was on the site of the
world’s first parliament which
dated back to 930 A.D. The
house was built in 1930 to mark
the 1,000th anniversary of thg”

legislature.
J
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Icelanders

In M Qurnin g

For Leader

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Icelanders today mourned
the death of Prime Minister
Bjarni Benediktsson, Killed in
a fire, while Johann Hafstein;
minister of justice and indus-
try, temporarily took the reins
of government in the Arctic
Cirele nation.

Flags were at half staff and
police and firemen sifted the
ruins of the summer cottage in
which Benediktsson, 62, his
wife and a grandson burned to
death Thursday night.

President Kristian Eldjarn,
after meeting with members
of the cabinet Friday, asked
Hafstein to take over as acting
prime minister of the coalition
government of Benediktsson's
Indenendent party and the So-
cial Democrats.

Witnesses who saw the
flames shooting from the sum-
mer house of the orime minis-
ter in Tingvellir, 40 miles from
icykjavik, said the blaze was
punctuated by an explosion
that tore off the voof. The
cause of the fire was not
known.
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leelander’'s Premier, Wife Die in Fire, Blast

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)|B son, his wife and alful influence on the polities ofi[.he flames coming from the cot
in ght. m or island nation. |tage Thursday night in Tingvel-

at half staffl. n in, minister of|lir, 40 miles from Reykjavik,

in mummw F anc Ichu\ln took over|and turned in the alarm.

prime minister. | A party of Danish tourists|

A priest who lived nearby saw | alsu saw !hc fire and hastene

ene, but by the time

ed the house, it was

rno. A few minutes later,
an explosion lifted off the roof. |

When a fire brigade arrived |
from Reykjavik an hour later,
they found only ruins and the
charred remains of the prime
minister, his 50-year-old wife,
Sigridur, and grandson, Bene-
dikt, 4.

The child was the son of Bene-
diktsson’s daughter, Vala, an
air hostess with Icelandic Air-
ways. She was on a flight to
New York aboard one of the air-
liners when the tragedy oc-
curred. Her husband, Vilmun-
dar Gislason, is the son of the
culture minister, Gylfi Gislason.

The summer residence at Ti-
ngvellir was on the site of the
world’s first parliament which
dated back to 930 A.D. the house
Einkaskjalasafn Bjarna Benediktssonar © Borgars e s s R e i S

1,000 anniversary of the legis-
lature,
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_IEéand's
Prem:er, Ki in|
Die in Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Be-|
nediktsson, his wife and a|
grandson were killed in a fire at |
lhe premier’s summer home |
Thursday night.

A priest living nearby discov-
ered the fire in the wooden cot-|
tage at Ghingveille, 30 miles|
from Reykajavik. He raised the
Aalarm, bhut when firemen
reached the house, they found
the three bodies.
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Iceland Chief

Dies in Fire

REYKJAVIK (UPI) —
[celand’s prime minister, Dr.
Bjarne Benediktsson, his
wife and their four year old
grandson died when a fire
razed the government’s sum-
mer house early today.
The small wooden house at
Thingvellir, 31 miles outside
Reykjavik, burned down be-
fore the fire brigade arrived
from Reykjavik.
Firemen found the bodies
of the 62 year old prime min-
ister, his 60 year old wife and
their grandson in the rubble.
The government met in §
emergency session and chose § P
as acting successor Johann i
Hafstein, minister of justice BJARNI BENEDIKTSSON
and industry who has been Perishes in fire
Benediktsson's deputy in the
government and the Inde-
pendence Party. | Benediktsson became chair-
Benediktsson's death was| man of the Independence
not expected to change Ice- Party and premier in No-
landic politics but elections | vember, 1963, when Premier
to the Althing (Parliament) | Olafur Thors resigned be-
will have to be called before | cause of his health. Bene-
next June. diktsson had been minister of
A formeriaw piofessor | juslice and then foveign min-
and mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. | ister under Thors




_!celo nd’s

premier dies

in house fire

REYKJAVIK, Teeland (AP) —
Iceland's premier, Bjarni Ben-
ediktsson, his wife and a grand-
son were killed in a fire at the
premier's summer home Thurs-
day night

A priest living nearby dis-
covered the fire in the wooden
cottage at Ghingveille, 30 miles
from Reykjavik. He raised the
alarm. but when firemen
reached the house, they found
the three bodies

The cottage was owned by the
government and was used by

| members of the cabinet

A former law professor and
mavor of Reykjavik. Dr. Ben-
editksson was 62. He became
chairman of the Independence
party and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur Thors
resigned because of his health

| Beneditksson had been minister
| of justice and then foreign min-
ister under Thors
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Fire Kills
Iceland’s

Minister

REYKJAVIK, TIceland
(UPI) —Prime  Minister
Bjarne Benediktsson, his wife
and their 4year-old grandson
were killed in a fire early
Friday that destroyed- their
summer house and plunged
this nation into deep mourn-

ing.

The bodies of Benedikisson,
62, his wife Sigridur, 60, and
the couple’s grandson,
Benedikt  Gylfason, were
found in the ashes of the four-
room wooden house at
Thingvellir 31 miles from
Reykjavik.

The little boy was the son
of = Benediktsson’s daughter
Valgerdur.

A few hours after the in-
cident, the cabinet met in
emergency session and named
Johann Hafstein, the Minister
of Justice and Industries, as
acting Prime Minister fo
guide this NATO ally of the
United States pending new
elections.

The house was razed before
the fire brigade from Reyk-
javik arrived. Neighbors said
they had believed the house
was empty.

Government officials said
that only after they found the
prime minister’s Reykjavik
home vacant did they realize
Benediktsson and his family
had been killed in the fire.

The government said the
cause of the fire was still
unclear. But officials said a
paraffin heater could have
touched off the blaze.

President Kristjan Eldjarn
announced the appointment of
Hafstein, 54, “‘to assume the
duties of Prime Minister tem-
porarily in addition to his
duties as Minister of Justice
and Industries.”

Political observers said it
was unclear how long Hafs-
tein would lead the coalition
government of Benediktsson's
conservative Independence
party and the  Social
Democrats. He could stay on
until the elections to the
Althing  (Parliament) which
have to be called before next
June,




Die In Fire

Bjarni Benediktsson, prime minister of lceland, and his wife,
along with their grandson, died in a fire that swept their summer
home Thursday night. The wooden cottage, owned by the gov-
ernment and used by members of the cabinet, was located at
Ghingveille, 30 miles from Reykajavik. A former law professor
and mayor of Reykajavik, Dr. Benediktsson was 62. He be-
came chairman of the Independence party and premier in
November, 1963, when Premier Olafur Thors resigned because
of his health. Benediktsson had been minister of justice and
then foreign minister under Thors. Johann Hasstein, minister
of justice and industry, took over as acting prime minister.
Mrs. Sigriduy Reredikisson was 50; their  grendses  was 4,
Police sifted through the ruins in search of the cause of the
tragedy,
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Icelandic Leader Dies In Blast

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)ito the scene, but by the time, The child was the son of Bene-
- Police sifted thruugﬁ the|they' reached the houes, it was|dikisson’s daughter, Vala, an
ruins of a wooden cottagg Fri-|an inferno. A few mlputgs la,}'l', air hostess with Icelandic Air-
day seeking the cause of fire|an explosion lifted off the roof. s She wan 60s. ekt s
and explosion which k‘ﬂle({"l.(fc:} When a fire brigade arrived \ ﬂ’L"l-' ”1 s f'r‘ &
lands‘}‘)r}lne minister, Biarni g, Reykjavik an hour later, | © ‘o . 200ard One Of BIe aft=
Benedikisson, his wife and a0 found only ruins and the|liners when the tragedy oc-
grandson during the night. R ramiaits o he p:‘im; curred. Her husband, Vilmun-

Flags were flown at half staff minister, his 50-year-old wife,/dar Gislason, is the son of the
throughout Iceland in mourning|Sigridur, and grandson, Bene-|culture minister, Gylfi Gislason.
for the 62-year-old government|dikt, 4. The summer residence at Ti-
chief who had wielded a power- ngvellir was on the site of the
ful influence on the politics of world’s first parliament which
this: northern island nation dated back to 930 A.D. the house
Johann Hafstein, - minister of was built in 1930 to mark the
ustice and Industry, took over 1,000 anniversary of the legis-
as acting prime minister. lature.

A priest who lived nearby saw
the flames coming from the cot-
tage Thursday night in Tingvel-
lir, 40 miles from Reykjavik,| : : ; e
and turned in the alarumi. Eafn Bjarna Benediktssonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur

A party of Danish tourists
also saw the fire and hastened
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Iceland’s premier

is killed in fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Be-
nediktsson, his wife and a
grandson were Kkilled in a fire at
the premier’s summer home
Thursday night.

A priest living nearby discov-
ered the fire in the wooden cot-
tage at Tingvellir, 40 miles
from Reykjavik. He raised the
alarm, but when firemen
reached the house, they found
the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the
government and was used bv
members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and

mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-
diktsson was 62. He became
chairman of the Independence
party and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of his
health. Benediktsson had been
minister of justice and then for-
eign minister under Thors.

Johann Hasstein, minister of
justice and industry, took over
as acting prime minister.

Mrs. Sigridue Benediktosson
was 50; their grandson was 4.

Police sifted through the ruins
In search of the cause of the
tragedy. '
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Iceland Premier
Killed in Blaze

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (M
Iceland's premier, Dr. Bjarni
Benediktsson, his wife and a
grandson were killed in a fire
at the premier's summer
home last night.

A priest living nearby

discovered the fire in the
wooden cottage at Ghinveille,
30 miles from Reykajavik. He
raised the alarm, but when
firemen reached the house,
they found the three bodies.
The cottage was owned by
the government and was used
by members of the cabinet.
A former law professor and
major of Reykjavik,
Beneditksson was 62. He
became chairman of the
Independence Party and
premier in November, 1963,
when Premier Olafur Thors
resigned because of his
health. Beneditksson had been
justice minister and then
foreign minister under Thors
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Jand Fire Kills
me Minister

g

REYKJAVIK, -Iceland (AP)|the flames coming from the cot-

Polic sifted through the|tage Thursday night in Tingvel-

] vooden cottage Fri-|lir, 40 miles from Reykjavik,
the cause of fire|and turned in the alarm.

4 | -illed o b

l'm'm...- \;]LL;EII:WII,,I:.]‘M{]13}3{;;1: A PARTY olt Danish tourists |
feteann . | Bis. iwiter and -aje: lso saw the fire and hastened|
%on during the night. Ito the scene, but by the timef|
St flownt atihalf staff|they reached the ho_use, it was|
roushout Iceland in mourning an inferno. A_fcw minutes later,|

i eovesriold wn\emmu{t an oxplosion_hfted qff the m-o_f.
.+ who had wielded a power-|, When a fire brigade arrived
influence on the politics of from Reykjavik an_hour later, |
northern  island  mation. they found only ruins and the
Hafstein, minister of vhlarrcd remains of the prime
and Industry, took over minister, his 50-year-old wife,
o prime minister. &;?Etnda;r, and grandson, Bene-

1 s = + aaur|AIKE, 4.
A priest who lived nearby SJ“‘ The child was the son of Bene-
\diktsson’s daughter, Vala, an|
air hostess with Icelandic Air-
ways. She was on a flight to
New York aboard one of the air-
liners when the tragedy oc-
curred. Her husband, Vilmun-
dar Gislason, is the son of the
culture minister, Gylfi Gislason.
The summer residence at Ting-|
vellir was on the site of the
world’s first parliament which
dated back to 930 A.D. The house
S e e <o built in 1920 fo mark the|
6,000 anniversary of the legis-
| lature.
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Grandson Also Perish

Fire Kills Iceland Premier

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)— |was 50 their grandson was 4.] At the time of the fre
Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Bene-| Polj ted through the ruins | the boys’ mother
diktsson, his.wife and a gr and- | «ch of the cause of the|flight to New York
son were killed in a fire at the| \ LA PR
premier’s-summer home Thurs- | tragedy. _ Iiclﬂfhf' Airways senger liner.
day night. F ar-old Benedikt Vil- | Although no 1C ate of
fiurmirm to investigate, a|mundarson was the son of the | mourning w pcle imme- |
priest found the government|prime minister’s daughter a, | diately, all fle
with Icman':ml\-.vw flying
rik, ing - irwa | state-ow nvcl radio was

A few minutes late 7iC er hushand, Vilmundar Gis- \L‘nstm' only solemn mus

lent explosion from mlhln th n, is the son of the minister ‘)Hl]alv throughout the
house lifted off the roof, |w|uf culture, Dr. fi Gislason. |were openly displaying grief,

said.

y the time the fire brigac
arrived from Reykjavik hour
later, there was virtuall th-
ing left of the wood and iron
construction.

Police said the bodies recov-
ered from the ruins this morn-
ing were burned almost beyond
recognition.

The cottage was owned by the
government and was used by
members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and

javik, Dr. Bene-
He i)erxmw

palt}' and premier in Nn
ber 1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of his
health. Benedit}
minist
eign minister under Tho
Johann Hasstein, m 5
justice a indust nok over . ; )
J_a : t:c‘:’m;‘i_n_;gf(;' gt ;It(m', Ml Bjarna Benediktssonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur

Mrs. Sirgidue Benediktsson
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lceland Mourns
Fire Death of
Prime Minister

REYKJAVIK (Iceland) —
| (AP) — Icelanders today
| mourned the death of Prime
| Minister B jar niBenedikts-

SoR, killed in a fire, while Jo-

| hann Hafstein, minister of
justice and industry, tempo-
| rarily took the reins of gov-
ernment

Presid et Kristjan Eld-

jarn, after meetin g with

[ members of the cabinet yes-
terday, asked Hafstein to
take over as acting prime
minister of the coalition gov-
ernment of Benediktsson's
independent party and the
vocial Democrats.




erishes in Flames

JYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP) — Iceland's The cottage was owned by the govern-

ier, Biarni Benediktsson, his wife ment and was used by members of the
a grandson were Kkilled in a fire at cabinet

yremier’'s summer home Thursday

‘ A former law professor and mayor of

2eykjavik, Dr. Benediktsson was 62. He

jest living nearby discovered the became chairman of the Independence

the wooden cottage at Tingvellir, party and premier in November 1963,

s from Revkjavik. He raised the when Premier Olafur Thors resigned be-

but when firemen reached the cause of his healtii. Benedikusson had

ey found the three hodies. (See PREMIER—Page 2)
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Premier

of Iceland
dies in fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni
Benediktsson, his wife and a
grandson were killed in a fire
at the premier’'s summer
home Thursday night

priest living nearby dis-
covered the fire in the wooden
cottage at Tingvellir, 40 miles
from Reykjavik. He raised
the alarm, but when firemen
reached the house, they found
he three bodies.

The cottage was owned by
the government and was used
by members of the cabinet

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Ben-
ediktsson was 62. He hecame
chairman of the Independence
party and premier in Novem-
ber 1963, when Premier Ola-
fur Thors resigned because of
his health. Benedikisson had
been minister of justice and
then foreign minster under
Thors.

Johann Hasstein, minister of
justice and industry, took over
as acting prime minister.

Mrs. Sigridur Benediktsson
was 50; their grandson was 4.

Police sifted through the
ruins in sarch of the cause of
the tragedy.

A party of Danish tourists
also saw the blaze, raised the
alarm but added that by the
time they reached the scene
the building was an inferno
and they could do nothing

Police said the bodies recov-
ered from the ruins this morn-
ing, were burned almost be-
yond recognition

) BJARNI BENEDIKTSSON




Bjarni Benediktsson

Premier
Continued From Page One

been minister of justice
and then foreign minister
under Thors.

Johann Hasstein, minis-
ter of justice and industry,
took over as acting prime
minister.

Mrs. Sigridur Benedikts-
son was 50; their grandson
was 4.

Police sifted through the
ruins in search of the
cause of the tragedy.

A party of Danish tour-
ists also saw the blaze,
raised the alarm but by
the time they reached the
scene the building was an
inferno and they could do
nothing.

Running to investigate,
they found the government
residence blazing fiercely.
A few minutes later a vio-
lent explosion from within
the house lifted off the
roof, they said.

By the time the fire bri-
gade arrived from Reykja-
vik an hour later, there
was virtually nothing left
of the wood and iron con-
struction.

Police said the bodies,
recovered from the ruins
this morning, were burned
almost beyond recognition.
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Iceland’s Chlef

Dies in Fire
Reykjavik, Iceland (AP)

Iceland’ s____prcmler Bjarni
Benediktsson, his wife and a
grandson were killedin a fire at
the premier’s summer home
Thursday night.

A priest living nearby
discovered the fire in the
wooden cottage at Chingveille,
30 miles from Reykajavik. He
raised the alarm, but when
firemen reached the house, they
found the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the
government and was used by
members of the cabinet.

Johann Hasstein, minister of
justice and industry, took over
as acting prime minister.

Mrs. Sigridur Benediktsson
was 50; their grandson was 4.

Police sifted through the ruins
in search of the cause of the
tragedy.
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Iceland Dies
In Blaze

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (UPI)
—Prime Minister Bjarne Bene-
diktsson, his wife and their 4-
year-old grandson were killed in
a fire early Friday that
destroyed their summer house
and plunged this nation into
deep mourning.

The bodies of Benediktsson,
62, his wife Sigridur, 60, and
the couple’s grandson, Benedikt
Gylfason, were found in the
ashes of the four-room wooden
house at Thingvellir 31 miles
from Reykjavik.

The little boy was the son of
Benediktosson's daughter Val-
gerdur.

A few hours after the
incident, the cabinet met in
emergency session and named
Johann Hafstein, the Minister
of Justice and Industries, as
acting Prime Minister to guide
this NATO ally of the United
States pending new elections.

The house was razed before
the fire brigade from Reykjavik
arrived. Neighbors said they
had believed the house was
empty.

Government officials said
that only after they found the
prime minister’s Reykjavik
home vacant did they realize
Benediktsson and his family
had been killed in the fire.

The government said the
cause of the fire was still
unclear. But officials said a!
paraffin heater couid haf?e
g‘ouched off the blaze.
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Fire Victim . .
Benedik  Gislason, = four-
year-old grandson of Prime
Minister and Mrs. Bjarni
Benediktsson, perished with
his grandparents in a fire
at a summer cottage at Ti-
ngvellir, Iceland, Friday.
(AP Wirephoto by radio
from Reykjavik)




TANOE
'

TRIRUNE

IRNLDOUNE

44,094

JUL 10 1970

PREMIER BENEDIKTSSON MRS. BENEDIKTSSON

Iceland’s Premier

And Wife Killed

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP) Iceland’s premier, Bjarni
Benediktsson, his wife and a grandson were killed in a fire at
the premier's summer home last night. A priest living nearby
discovered the fire in the wooden cottage at Ghingveille, 30
miles from Reykajavik. He raised the alarm, but when fire-
men reached the house, they found the three bodies. The cot-
tage was owned by the government and was used by members
of the cabinet. A former law professor and mayor of Reykja-
vik, Dr. Beneditksson was 62. He became chairman of the In-
dependence party and premier in November 1963, when Pre-
mier Olafur Thers resigned hecause of -his health. Ben-
editksson had been minister of justice and then foreign min-
ister under Thors.
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AP Wirephotos
ICELAND TRAGEDY —lceland’s premier, Bjarni
Benedikisson and his wife (above) and two-year-
old grandson perished in a fire that swept their
summer home last night. The wooden cottage was
at Ghingveille, 30 miles from Reykajavik, capital
of Iceland. Dr. Betnediktsson, 62, became chairman
of the Independence Party and premier in Nov-
ember, 1963, when Premier Olafur Thors resigned
because of his health. Benedikisson, as foreign
minister, was responsible for taking his couniryq

into NATO ofter World War Il
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Fatal Fire’s Cause Sought
In Icelandic Tragedy

REYKJAVIK, (AP)
sifted the
ruins of a wooden cottage Fri-
seeking the of fire
and explosion which killed Ice-
land’s prime minister, Bjarni
Benediktsson, his wife and a
grandson during the night

Flags were flown at half staff
throughout Iceland in mourning
forr the 62-year-old government
chief who had wielded a power-
ful influence on the politics of
this northern island nation.
Johann Hafstein, minister of
Justice and Industry, took over
as acting prime minister.

A priest who lived nearby saw
the flames coming from the cot-
tage Thursday night in Tingvel-
lir, 40 miles from Reykjavik,
and turned in the alarm.

A party of Danish tourists
also saw the fire and hastened
to the but by the time

Iceland

— Police through

day cause

scene,

they reached the house, it was
an inferno. A few minutes later,
an explosion lifted off the roof.

When a fire brigade arrived
from Reykjavik an hour later,
they found only ruins and the
charred remains of the prime
minister, 50-year-old wife,
Sigridur, grandson, Bene-
dikt, 4.

The child was the son of Bene-
diktsson's daughter, Vala, an
air hostess with Icelandic Air-
ways. She was on a flight to
New York aboard one of the air-
liners when the tragedy oc-
curred. Her hushand, Vilmun-
dar Gislason, is the son of the
culture minister, Gylfi Gislason.

The summer residence at Ting-
vellir was on the site of the
world's first parliament which
dated back to 930 A.D. The house
was built in 1930 to mark the
i, 000 anniversary of ine legis-
lature

his
and
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