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Iceland Mourns Leader’s

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)—
Icelanders today mourned the
death of Prime Minister Bjarni
Benediktsson, killed in a fire,
while Johann Hafstein, minister
of justice and industry, tempo-
rarily took the reins of govern-
ment in the Arctic Circle
nation.

Flags were at half staff and
police and fire fighters sifted
the ruins of the summer cottage
in which Benediktsson, 62, his
wife and a grandson burned to
death Thursday night.

President Kristjan Eldjarn,
after meeting with members of
the Cabinet Friday, asked Haf-
stein to take over as ting
prime minister of the cc
government of Benedktsson's

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarna Benedi

tion

Death

Independent party and the
Social Democrats,

Witnesses who saw the
flames shooting from the sum-
mer house of the prime minis-
ter in Tingvellir, 40 miles from
Rcykjavik, said the blaze was
punctuated hy an explosion that
tore off the roof. The cause of
the fire was not known,

After the hlaze was control-
led, fire fighters found the
charred remains of Benedikts-
son, his 50-year-old wife,
Sigridur, and grandson, Bene-
dikt

Benediktsson was
Reykjavik April 30,
studied law at the
of Iceland ard later

Copenhagen. In

born in
1208. He
University
in Berlin
and 1932, he
beeame—a- professor at the
University of Iceland and re-
mained in that post until 1940
He entered politics with his
election as mayor of Reykjavik
in 1940, serving until 1947,
when he was named minister
of justice and foreign aflairs.
He was one of the signers of
the Atlantic Treaty in Washing-
ton in 1949,
Benediktsson was
the Reyliajavik
Morgunbladid and held other
ministerial posts until he be-
came primz minister in 1963.
The summer residence- at
Tingvellir was on the site of
the world's first Parliament,
which dated back to 930 A.D.
in the days of the Vikings who
settled on Iceland. The house
was built In 1930 fo mark the
1,000th anniversary of the leg-
islature.

editor of
rewspaper
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Iceland prime minister
dies in mysterious fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP) — Po-
lice sifted through the ruins of a wooden

cottage Friday seeking the cause of fire
and explosion which killed Iceland’s
prime minister, Bjarni Benediktsson,
his wife and a grandson during the
night.

Flags were flown at half staff
throughout Iceland in mourning for the
62-year-old government chief who had
wielded a powerful influence on the pol-
itics of this northern island nation.
Johann Hafstein, ninister of Justice
and Industry, took over as acting prime
minister.

A priest whe lived nearby saw the
flames coming from the cottage Thurs-
day night in Tingvellir, 40 miles from

Reykjavik, and turned in the alarm.

The child was the son of Benedikts-
son's daughter, Vala, an air hostess
with Icelandic Airways. She was on a
flight to New York aboard one of the
airliners when the tragedy occurred.

Benediktsson was born in Reykjavik
on April 30, 1908. He studied law at the
University of Iceland and later in Berlin
and Copenhagen. In 1932, he became a
professor at the University of Iceland
and stayed in that post until 1940. That
yvear he became mayor of Reykjavik
and stayed on until 1947 when he was
named minister of justice and foreign
affairs. In that capacitv he was one of
the signers of the Atlantic Treaty in
Washington in 1949.




Iceland Leader Dies In Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (M — Police sifted through the ruins
of a wooden cottage Friday seeking the cause of fire and ex-
plosion which killed Iceland’s prime_minister, Bjarni Ben-
ediktsson, his wife and a grandson during the night.

Pragswere flown at half staff throughout Iceland in mourn-
ing for the 62-year-old government chief who had wielded a
powerful influence on the politics of this northern island nation.
Jollaniﬂgfstein, minister of Justice and Industry, took over as
acting prime minister.

The summer residence at Tingvellir was on the site of the
world’s first parliament which dated back to 930 A.D. The house
was built in 1930 to mark the 1,000th anniversary of the legisla-
ture.
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|celand’s Premier
Dies In House Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)

Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Be-
nediktsson, his wife and a
grandson were Killed in a fire at
the premier's summer home
Thursday night.

A priest living nearby discov-
ered the fire in the wooden cot-
tage at Ghingveille, 30 miles
from Reykajavik. He raised the
alarm, but when firemen
reached the house, they found
the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the
government and was used by
members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-
ditksson was b62. He became
chairman of the Independence
party and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of his
health. Beneditksson had been
minister of justice and then for-
eign minister under Thors.
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Iceland's
'Premier, Wife
Killed In Fire

| REYKJAVIK, Iceland
| (AP) — Iceland’s . premier,
Bjarni  Benediktsson, his
wife and a grandson were
killed in a fire at the
premier’'s summer home
Thursday night.

A priest living nearby
discovered the fire in the
wooden cottage at
Ghingveille, 30 miles from
Reykjavik. He raised the
alarm, but when (firemen
reached the house, they
found the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by
the government and was
used by members of the
cabinet.

A former law professor
and mayor of Reykjavik, Dr.
Beneditksson was 62.
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Icelanders Mourn

Prime Minister

Killed in Blaze

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Icelanders today mourned
the death of Prime Minister
Bjarni Benediktsson, killed in a
(fire, white—Johann Hafstein,
minister of justice and industry,
temporarily took the reins of
government in the Arctic Circle
nation.

Flags were at half staff and
police and firemen sifted the
ruins of the summer cottage in
h|which Benediktsson, 62, his wife
and a grandson burned to death
Thursday night.

President Kristjan Eldjarn,
after meeting with members of
‘\the cabinet Friday, asked Haf-
stein to take over as acting
prime minister of the coalition
government of Benediktsson’s
Independent party and the So-
|cial Democrats.

Witnesses who saw the flames
|shooting from the summer
{house of the prime minister in
Tingvellir, 40 miles from Reyk-
\javik, said the blaze was punc-
tuated by an explosion that tore
off the roof. The cause of the
|fire was not known.
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Premier is
dead in fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland
(AP) — Iceland’s premier,
Bjarni Benediktsson, his
wife-and a grandson were
killed in a fire at the pre-
mier’'s summer home
Thursday night.

A priest living nearby
discovered the fire in the
wooden cottage at Ghing-
veille, 30 miles from Rey-
kajavik. He raised the
alarm, but when firemen
reached the house, they
found the three bodies.

The cottage was owned
by the government and was
used by members of the
cabinet.

A former law professor
and mayor of Reykijavik,
Dr. Beneditksson was 62.
He became chairman of
the Independence party
and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of
his health. Beneditksson
had been minister of jus-
tice and then foreign min-
ister under Thors.
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Prime Minister Dies In Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP) — Police sifted through the
ruins of a wooden cottage Friday seeking the cause of
fire and explosion which Kkilled Iceland’s prime_minister,
Bjami_Benediktsson, his wife and a grandson during the

night.

Flags were flown at half staff throughout Iceland in
mourning for the 62-year-old government chief who had
wielded a powerful influence on the politics of this northern
island nation. Johnson Hasstein, minister of Justice and
Industry, took over as acting prime minister.

A priest who lived nearby saw the flames coming from
the cottage Thursday night in Tingvellir, 40 miles from
Reykjavik, and turned in the alarm.

A party of Danish tourists also saw the fire and hastened
to the scene, but by the time they reached the house,
it was an inferno. A few minutes laler, an explosion lifted

off the roof.
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Police Seek Clues
In Death Of Iceland

Prime Minister

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP) — Police sifted through the
ruins of a wooden cottage Friday seeking the cause of
fire and explosion which killed Iceland’s_prime minister,
Bjarni Benediktsson, his wife and a grandson during the
night.

Flags were flown at half staff throughout Iceland in
mourning for the 62-year-old government chiefs who had
wielded a powerful influence on the politics of this northern
island nation. Johnson Hasstein, minister of Justice and
Industry, took over as acting prime minister.

A priest who lived nearby saw the flames coming from
the cottage Thursday night in Tingvellir, 40 miles from
Reykjavik, and turned in the alarm.

A party of Danish tourists also saw the fire and hastened
to the scene, bhut by the time they reached the house,
it was an inferno. A few minutes later, an explosion lifted
off the roof.

When a fire brigade arrived from Reykjavik an hour
later, they found only ruins and the charred remains of
the prime minister, his 50-year-old wife, Sigridur, and
grandson, Benedikt, 4.

The child was the son of Benediktsson’s daughter, Vala,
an air hostess with Icelandic Airways. She was on a flight
to New York aboard one of the airliners when the tragedy
occurred. Her husband, Vilmundar Gislason, is the son
of the culture minister, Gylfi Gislason.

Benediktsson was born in Reykjavik on April 30, 1908.
He studied law at the University of Iceland and later
in Berlin and Copenhagen. In 1932, he became a professor
at the University of Iceland and stayed in that post until
1940. That year he became mayor of Reykjavik and stayed
on until 1947 when he was named minister of justice and
foreign affairs. In that capacity he was one of the signers
of the Atlantic Treaty in Washington in 1949.

Benediktsson was the editor of the Reykjavie newspaper
Morgunbladid and held other ministerial posts until he
became prime minister in 1963.

The summer residence at Tingvellir was on the site
of the world’s first parliament which dated hack to 930
A.D. the house was built in 1934 to mark the 1,000th
anniversary of the legislature,




AP Wirephote

Bjarni Benediktsson, premier of Iceland, and his wife, along
with their grandson, died in a fire that swept their summer
home last night. The wooden cottage was located at Ghing-
veille, 30 miles from Reykjavik.

[celand’s Premier Killed

n——

With Wife and Kin in Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland — (AP) Iceland’s premier,
| Bjarni Benediktsson, his wife and a grandson were killed
lin a fire at the premier’s summer home Thursday night.

Priest Discovers Fire

| A priest living nearby discov- (health. Beneditksson had been
ered the fire in the wooden cot-|minister of justice and then for-

@

Itage at Tingvellir, 40 miles|eign minister under Thors.
|from Reykajavik. He raised the| johann Hasstein, minister of

W‘alarm. huth when g firfmeg justice and industry, took over
reached the house, they foundiag acting prime minister.

the three bodies. Mrs. Sigridur Benediktosson

The cottage was owned by the
|government and was used by
| members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-
ditksson was 62. He became
chairman of the  Independence |

|party and premier in Moverab:er €

11963, when Premier Olafur|
Thors resigned because of his|

|was 50; their grandson was 4.

Police sifted through the ruins

lin search of the cause of the

tragedy.

A party of Danish
also saw the blaze,
alarm but added
p they reachsd the ecene the
building was an inferno and
they could do nothing. .

tourists
raised
that by
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Premier of Iceland,
Wife and Grandson

Are Killed

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)—|
Iceland’s premier, Bjarni|

Benedikfsson, his wife and a
grandson were Killed in a fire
at the premier’s summer home
Thursday night.

A priest living nearby dis-
covered the fire in the wooden
cottage at Tingeviller, 40 miles

from Reykajavik. He raised
the alarm, but when firemen
reached the house, they found
the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by
the government and was used
by members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and |
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene- |
ditksson was 62. He hecamei
chairman of the Independence |
party and premier in Novem-!
| ber, 1963, when Premier Olafur |

| Thors resigned because of his

L F.
health, Beneditksson had been
minister of justice and then for-
eign minister under Thors.
Johann Hasstein, minister of
justice and industry, took over
as acting prime minister.
Mrs. Sigridur Benediktosson
was 50; their grandson was 4.
Police sifted through the
ruins in search of the cause

tof the tragedy.

Four-year-old Benedikt Vil-
mundarson was the son of the
prime m inister’s d aughter
Vala, an air hostess with Ice-
landie Airways.

Her husband, Vilmundar Gis-
lason, is the son of the minis-
ter of culture, Dr. Gylfi Gis-
lason.

At the time of the tragedy,
the hoy’s mother was on a
flight {0 New York on an Ice-
landic Airways passenger liner.




JUL lCi 1970
Iceland’s

Premier
Fire YVictim

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Be-
nediktsson, his wife and a
grandson were killed in a fire at
the premier’s summer home
Thursday night.

A priest living nearby discov-
ered the fire in the wooden cot-
tage at Tingvellir, 40 miles
from Reykjavik, He raised the
alarm, bhut when firemen
reached the house. they found
the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the
government and was used hy
members of the cabinet,

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-
diktsson was 62. He became
chairman of the Independence
party and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of his
health, Beneditksson had been
minister of justice and then for-
eign minister under Thors.

Johann Hasstein, minister of
justice and industry, took over
as acting prime minister. _

Mrs. Sigridue Benediktosson |
was 50; their grandson was 4.

Police sifted through the ruins
in search of the cause of the
{ragedy.
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lceland Premier

Is Killed in Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP) —
Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Benedikisson,
his wife-and a grandson were killed in
a fire at the premier’s summer home
Thursday night.

A priest living nearby discovered the
fire in the wooden cottage at Ghingveille,
30 miles from Reykajavik. He raised the
alarm, but when firemen reached the
house, they found the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the
government and was used by members
of the cabinet

A former iaw professor and niayor of
Reykjavik, Dr. Benediktsson was B62.
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Iceland Premier
Killed In Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Iceland's. premier, Bjarni
Benediktsson, his wife and a
grandson were killed in a fire at
the premier's summer home
Thursday night,

A priest living nearby discov-
ered the fire in the wooden cot-
tage at Ghingveille, 30 miles
from Reykajavik. He raised the
alarm, but when firemen
reached the house, they found
the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the
government and was used by
members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-
ditksson was 62. He became
chairman of the Independence
party and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of his
health, Beneditksson had been
minister of justice and then for-
eign minister under Thors.
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Iceland’s Pmnie_r,
Wife And Grandson
Killed In Blaze

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
Iceland’'s premige ;BByarne Be
nediktsson, his . wife and a
grandson were killed.n a fire at
the premier’s  summer home
Thursday night.

A priest living nearby discov-
ered the fire in the wooden cot-
tage at Tingvellir, 40 miles
-*-m Reykjavik. He raised the
alarm, but when firemen
reached the house, they found
the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the
government and was used by
members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and
mayvor of Reykjavik, Dr. ]
ditksson was 62. He became
| chairman of the Independence
| party and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of his
| health. Beneditksson had been
| minister of justice and then for-
eign minister under Thors.
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Iceland
Premier

Killed

REYKJAVIK, Iceland
(AP) — Iceland’s premier,
Bjarni_Benediktsson, his
wife_and a grandson were
killed in a fire at the
premier’s summer home
Thursday night.

A priest living nearby
discovered the fire in the
wooden cottage at
Ghingveille, 30 miles from
Reykjavik., He raised the
alarm, but when firemen
reached the house, they
found the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by
the government and was
used by members of the
cabinet.

A former law professor
and mayor of Reykjavik, Dr.
Beneditksson was 62. He
became chairman of the
Independence party and
premier in November 1963,
when Premier Olafur Thors
resigned because of his
health. Beneditksson had
been minister of justice and
then foreign minister under,
Thors. i
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'Iceland Premier,

Wife Die in Fi
REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AFP)
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni
Benediktsson, his wife and a
grandson were killed in a fire
at the premier’s summer home
i'I‘hursflay night.
A priest living nearby discov-
ered the fire in the wooden cot-
tage at Ghingveille, 30 miles
from Reykajavik. He raised the
alarm, but when firemen

reached the house, they found
| the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the A B At
|government and was used by BJARNI BENEDIKTSSON
members of the cabinet. leeland Premier

A former law professor and
| mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-
ditksson was 62. He became
chairman of the Independence
party and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur Thors
resigned because of his health.

Beneditksson had been minister
of justice and then foreign
minister under Thors.

Johann Hasstein, minister of
justice and industry, took over
as acting prime minister.

Mrs. Sigridue Benediktosson
was 50; their grandson was 4.

Police sifted through the ruins j AP Wirepholos
in search of the cause of the PREMIER'S WIFE
V;agedy. Dies With Husband




Police Probe

Iceland
Leader’s Death

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP
— Police sifted through
ruins of a- wooden cotltage Fri-
day seeking the cause of fire
and explosion which killed Ice-
land’s prime  minister, Bjarni
Benediktsson, his wife and a
grandson during the night.
| Flags were flown at half staff
| throughout Iceland in mourning
for the 62-year-old government
chief who had wielded a power-
ful influence on the politics of
[this northern island nation
Johnsen Hafstein, minister of
Justice and Indusiry, took ovey
as acting prime minister.

A priest who lived nearby saw
the flames coming from the cot-
lage Thursday night in Tingvel-
lir, 40 miles from  Reykjavik,
and turned in the alarm.

A party of Danish tourists
also saw the fire and hastened
to the scene, hut by the time
they reached the house, it was
an inferno. A few minutes later,
an explosion lifted off the roof, |
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fceland Premier, Wite,

Grandson Dle In Blaze

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Be-|ditksson was 62. He became
neditksson, his wife and a/chairman of the Independence
grandson were killed in a fire at/party and premier in November
the premier's summer home{1963, when Premier Olafur
Thursday night. Thors resigned because of his

A priest living nearby discov- health. Beneditksson had been
ered the fire in the wooden cot- minister of justice and then for-
tage at Tingvellir, 40 milesleign minister under Thors.
from Reykjavik. He raised the
alarm, but when firemen justice and industry, took over
reached the house, they found|ss acting prime minister.
the three bodies. Mrs. Sigridue Beneditksson

The cottage was owned by the|\as 50: their grandson was 4,
government and was used by Palice sifted through the ruins
jmembers of the cabinet. in search of the cause of the
'\ A former law protessor and tragedy. :

Johann Hasstein, minister of
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Only Rubble Remains After Fatl Fire

. . . that hit home of Iceland’s prime minister

Iceland’s Premier, Family

Die When Fire Burns Home

REYK Jf‘\ VIK, Iceland
(UPI )— Prime Minister
Bjarne Benediktsson, his wife
and their 4-year-old grandson
were killed in a fire early yes-
terday that destroyed their
summer house and plunged
this nation into a deep
mourning.

The bodies of Benediktsson,
62, and his wife Sigridur, 60,
and the couple’'s grandson,
Benedikt Gylfason, were found
in the ashes of the four-room
wooden house at Thingvellir 31
miles from Reykjavik.

The little boy was the son of
Benediktosson’s daughter Val-
gerdur.

A FEW HOURS after the in-

cident, the cabinet met in
emergency session and named
Johann Hafstein, the minister
of justice and industries, as
acting prime minister to guide
this NATO ally of the United
States pending new elections.

The house was razed before
the fire brigade from Reykja-
vik arrived. Neighbors said
they had believed the house
was empty.

Government officials said
that only after they found the
Prime Minister’s Reykjavik
home vacant did they realize
Benediktsson and his family
had been killed in the fire.

The government said the
caude of the fire was sill un-
clear. But officials said a

paraffin heater could have

touched off the blaze.

PRESIDENT KRISTJAN
Eldjarn announced the ap-
pointment of Hafstein, 54, ‘“‘to
assume the duties of prime
minister temporarily in addi-
tion to his duties as minister
of justice and industries.”

Political observers said it
was unclear how long Hafstein
would lead the coalition gov-
ernment of Benediktsson’s
Conservative Independence
Party and the Social Demo-
crats. He could stay on until
the elections to the Althing,
(parliament) which have to be
called before next June.

Flags flew at half staff over
lire isiand and Kadio lceland
played solemn musie,
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DIE IN FIRE — Bajarni |cenediftisnnm, [eelind'z Frirme

Minister, his wife and grandson, died in a fire last night. (AP
Wirephoto)

Premier Of Iceland,
Wife Killed In Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni
Benediktsson, his wife and a
grandson were killed in a fire at
the premier's  summer home
Thursday night.

A priest living nearby discov-
ered the fire in the wooden cot-
tage at Ghingveille, 30 miles
from Reykajavik. He raised the
alarm, but when firemen
reached the house, they found
the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the
government and was used by
members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-

ditksson was 62. He became
chairman of the Independence
party and premier in November

1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of his

health. Beneditksson had been
minister of justice and then for-
eign minister under Thors.

Johann Hasstein, minister of
justice and industry, took over
as acting prime minister.

Mrs. Sigridue Benediktosson
was 50; their grandson was 4.

Falice sifiod throzzgh the ruins
in search of the cause of the
tragedy.
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Ieeland Chief
And His Wife
Dead In Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland i_.\.P)
— Police sifted through the
ruins of & wooden cottage Fri-'
day seeking the cause of fire
and explosion which killed Ice-
land’'s prime minister, Bjarni
Benediktsson, his wife and a
grandson during the night. [

Flags were flown at half staff
throughout Iceland in mourning
for the 62-year-old government
chief who had wielded a power-|
ful influence on the politics of
this northern island mnation.
Johann Hafstein, minister of]|
Justice and Industry, took over|
as acting prime minister. |

A priest who lived nearby <aw
the flames coming from the cot-
tage Thursday night in Tlng\nl
lir, 40 miles from Reykjavik, |
and turned in the alarm. :

A party of Danish tourists|
also saw the fire and ha:lened
to the scene, but by the time |
they reached the house, it was
| an inferno. A few minutes later,
| an explosion lifted off the roof .

When a fire brigade arrived
| from Reykjavik an hour later,
{they found only ruins and the
|charred remains of the prime
minister, his 50-year-old wife,
Sigridur, and grandson, Bene-
dikt, 4.

The child was the son of Bene-
diktsson's daughter, Vala, an
air hostess with Icelandic Air-
ways. She was on a flight to
New York aboard one of the air-
liners when the tragedy oc-
curred. Her husband, Vilmun-
dar Gislason, is the son of the
culture minister, Gylfi Gislason.

The summer residence at Ti-
ngvellir was on the site of the
world's first parliament which
dated back to 930 A.D. the house
was buili i 1930 to mark the
11,000 anniversary of the legis-
lature.




Iceland Premaer,

Wife, Grandson
‘Killed In Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (UPI)—
—Premier Bjarne Benedik-
tsson, 62, his wife and their 2-
year-old grandson were Kkilled
Thursday night in a fire that
destroyed the premier's sum-

er home.
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Prime Minister Of
lceland Dies In Blast

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)|an inferno. A few minutes later, |
— Police sifted through the|ap explosion lifted off the roof.
ruins of a wooden cottage Fri-| When a fire brigade arrived
day seeking the cause of fire | e ;
and explosion which killed Ice- hjom Reykjavik an hour later,
lland’s prime minister, Bjarni\“my found only ruins and the
{Benediktsson, his wife and
grandson during the night.

Flags were flown at half staff
throughout Iceland in mourning
for the 62-year-old government| The child was the son of Bene-
chief who had wielded a power-|diktsson’s daughter, Vala, an
\ful influence on the politics of |2ir hostess with Icelandic Air-
|this northern island nation.|ways. She was on-a flight to
| Johann Hafstein, minister of |New York aboard one of the air-
| Justice and Industry, took over|liners when the tragedy oc-
|as acting prime minister. curred. Her husband, Vilmun-

A priest who lived nearby saw|dar Gislason, is the son of the
the flames coming from the cot- | culture minister, Gylfi Gislason.

i tage Thursday night in Tingvel-| The summer residence at Ti-
lir, 40 miles from Reykjavik, | ngvellir was on the site of the
| and turned in the alarm. |world’s first parliament which

A party of Danish fourists|dated back to 930 A.D. the house
also saw the fire and hastened|was built in 1930 to mark the
\to the scene, but by the iime|1,000 anniversary of the legis-
|they reached the house, it was!lature.

jcharred remains of the prime
| minister, his 50-year-old wife,
|Sigridur, and grandson, Bene-
dikt, 4.




lceland Premier,
Wie Die In Fire ’

REYKJAVIK, Iceland fAPl
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Be- |
nediktsson, his wife and al
grandson were killed in a fire at
the premier’'s summer home |
Thursday night. 1

A priest living nearby discov- |
ered the fire in the wooden cot- |
tage at Ghingveille, 30 miles
from Reykjavik. He raised the |
alarm, but when firemen |
reached the house, they found
the three bodies.

The cottage was owned } by the
government and was used by |
members of the cabinet. :

A former law professor and |
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene- |
ditksson was 62. He became|
chairman of the Independence
party and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of his
health. Beneditksson had been
minister of justice and then for-
ign minister under Thors.
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lceleind Premier

And Wife Killed
By Fire In Home

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Be-
nediktsson, his wife and a
grandson were killed in a fire at
the premier’'s summer home
Thursday night.

A priest living nearby discov-
ered the fire in the wooden cot-
tage at Ghingveille, 30 miles
from Reykajavik. He raised the
alarm, but when firemen
reached the house, they found
the three bodies.

Tne cottage was owned by the
government and was used by
members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-
ditksson was 62. He became
chairman of the Independence
party and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of his
health. Beneditksson had been
minister of justice and then for-
eign minister under Thors.

Johann Hasstein, minister of
justice and indusiry, took over
See PREMIER Page 2-A
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Premier Dies
Inlceland
Cottage Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)

Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Be-
nediktsson, his "w and
arandson were killed in a fire at
the premier’'s "summer home
Thursday n

A priest living nearby discov-
ered the fire in the wooden cot-
tage at Tingvellir, 40 miles
from Reykajavik. He raised the
alarm but when firemen
reached the house, they found
the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the
government and was used b}'
members of the cabinet.
| A former law professor and
Imayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-
ditksson was 62, He became
chairman of the Independence
party and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of his
heaitii, Beneditksson had been
minister of justice and then for-

\eign minister under Thors.




HOBBS,
IFWC

iLis-SUN
... JUL 10 1970
S

= 9079

;. " * ‘
Iceland’s_Premier 1
|

| Dies in Home Fire
| REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
|— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Bc-i
nediktsson, his wife and a
:grandson were killed in a fire at;
{the premier’s summer homc:
Thursday night, [
A priest living nearby discov-|
‘ered the fire in the wooden cot-|
itage at Tingvellir, 40 miles|
|from Reykajavik. He raised the
lalarm, but when firemen
reached the house, they found
the three bodies. |
The cottage was owned by the|
government and was used by|
| members of the cabinet. [
A former law professor andi
'mayor of Reykjavik, Dr, Bene-i
|ditksson was 62. He became|
chairman of the Independence|
iparl_v and premier in November
(1963, when Premier Olafur|
| Thors resigned because of
(health, Beneditksson had been
' minister of justice and then for-
eign minister under Thors. [
Johann Hasstein, minister of|
justice and industry, took over|
as acting prime minister. |
Mrs, Sigridue Benediktosson|
was 50: their grandson was 4.
Police sifted through the ruins|
in search of the cause of the|
tragedy,




AP Wirephoto

Killed In Fire

Bjarni Benediktsson, prime
minister of Iceland, along
with his wife and a grand
son, died in a fire last night
that swept their summer
home at Tingvellir, 40 miles
from Reykjavik.




Head of State
Of Iceland
Killed in Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
__ Police sifted through the
ruins of a wooden cottage Fri-
day seeking the cause of fire
and explosion which killed Ice-
land’s prime minister, Bjarni
Benediktsson, his wife and a
grandson during the night.

Flags were flown at half staff |
throughout Iceland in mourning |
for the 62-year-old government
chief who had wielded a power-
ful influence on the politics of
this northern island nation.
Johann Hafstein, minister of
Justice and Industry, took over
|as acting prime minister.

A priest who lived nearby saw
the flames coming from the cot-
tage Thursday night in Tingvel-
lir, 40 miles from Reykjavik,
and turned in the alarm.

A party of Danish tourists
also saw the fire and hastened
to the scene, but by the time
they reached the house, it was
an inferno. A few minutes later,
an explosion lifted off the roof.

When a fire brigade arrived
from Reykjavik an hour later,
they found only ruins and the
charred remains of the prime
minister, his 50-year-old wife,

, and grandson, Bene-

The child was the son of Bene- |
diktsson’s daughter, Vala, |an|
air hostess with Icelandic Air- |
ways. She was on a flight to
New York aboard one of the air-
liners when the fragedy oc-
curred. Her husband, Vilmun-
dar Gislason, is the son of the
culture minister, Gylfi Gislason.
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as acting prime minister.
Mrs. Sigridue Benediktosson

was 50: their grandson was 4.

Police sifted through the ruins
in search of the cause of the
tragedy.
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McGee Is In Iceland

WASHINGTON — Sen. Gale | Treaty Organization. He had
‘ McGee (D-Wyo.) was in Iceland | been a friend of the United States
Thursday. |through his long career in
| He was representing the |public service.
President at the funeral of| iy
Premier Bjarni Benediktsson, | T consider it a great honor to
who died™wWith his wite—amd|£0 to Reykjavik to pay respect to
l &) =00

ire last Friday. | his memory and to convey the
was chosen by | President’s and this nation’s
President Nixon to be one of the |feelings to the people of Iceland,
U.S. representatives at the (for they have lost an impressive
funeral. He was expected back in4 leader,” McGee said.
Washington Thursday night to
resume conference committee |
sessions on the differences
between the Senate and House §®
versions of the postal ({
reorganization bill. _
“Premier Benediktsson was a
leader in his island nation’s in- |
dependence movement,”’ said |
McGee of the late premier, a
signer of the Atlantic Charter. |
“As foreign minister, he was |
instrumental in allying his small |
country with the other free |
nations in the North Atlanfic |

sonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur




Iceland’s

Perishes

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP) — Ice-
land’s premier, Bjarni Benediktsson, his
wife and a grandson were Kkilled in a
fire at the premier’'s summer home
Thursday night

A priest living nearby discovered
the fire in the wooden cottage at Ting-
vellir, 40 miles from Reykajavik. He
raised the alarm, but when firemen
reached the house, they found the three
bodies.

The cottage was owned by the gov-
ernment and was uwsed Y members of
the cabinet.

A former law professor and mayor

Premier
in Fire

of Reykjavik, Dr. Beneditksson was 62.
He became chairman of the Independ-
ence party and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur Thors resign-
ed because of his health. Beneditksson
had been minister of justice and then for-
eign minister under Thors.

Johann Hasstein, minister of jus-
tice and industry, took over as acting
prime minister.

Mrs. Sigridue Benediktsson was 50;
their grandson was 4. ;

Police siftzd throggh the miias in
search of the cause of the tragedy.
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Bjari Benediktsson, prime minister
of Iceland, and his wife, along with their
grandson, died in a fire that swept their

summer home  Thursday night. The
wooden cottage w a s located at
Tingvellir, 40 miles from Reykajavik.

Fire Kills Iceland Premier

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP) — Ice-
land’s premier, Bjarni Benediktsson, his
wife and a grandson were killed in a
fire at the premier’s summer home
Thursday night.

A priest living nearby discovered the
fire in the wooden cottage at Tingvellir,
40 miles from Reykajavik. He raised the
alarm, but when firemen reached the
house, they found the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the gov-
ernment and was used by inemhers of
the cabinet

A former law professor and mayor
of Reykajavik, Dr. Benediktsson was 62.
He became chairman of the Independ-
ence party and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur Thors re-
signed because of his health, Beneditks-
son had been minister under Thors,

Johann Hasstein, minister of justice
and industry, took over as acting prime
minister.

Mrs. Sigridue Benediktsson was 50;
their grandson was 4.

Police sifted through the wwies in
search of the cause of the tragedy
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Iceland Police Seek Cause

Of Fire That Claimed

REYKJAVIK, Tceland (AP)| When a fire brigade arrived
— Police sifted through thc'fmm Reykjavik an hour later,
ruins of a wooden cottage Fri-|they found only ruins and the
day seeking the cause of fire|charred remains of the prime
and explosion which killed Ice-| minister, his 50-year-old wife,
land’s prime minister, Bjarni|Sigridur, and grandson, Bene-

Chief

he was one of the signers of the
Atlantic Treaty in Washington
in 1949,

Benediktsson was editor of the
Reykjavik newspaper Morgun-
bladid and held other ministe-

Benediktsson, his wife and a|

grandson during the night.

Flags were flown at half staff |

throughout Iceland in mourning

for the 62-year-old government |
[New York aboard one of the air-

chief who had wielded a power-

ful influence on the politics of |
|eurred. Her

this mnorthern island nation,
Johann Hafstein, minister of
Justice and Industry, took over
as acting prime minister.

A priest who lived nearby saw
the flames coming from the cot-
tage Thursday night in Tingvel-
lir, 40 miles from Reykjavik,
and turned in the alarm,

A party of Danish tourists
also saw the fire and hastened
to the scene, but by the time
they reached the heuse, it was
an inferno. A few minutes later,
an explosmn hfted off the roof.

| culture minister,

dikt, 4. rial posts until he became prime
The child was the son of Bene- | minister in 1963,

dikisson’s daughter, Vala, an| The summer residence at Ti-
air hostess with Icelandic Air-|ngvellir was on the site of the
ways. She was on a flight to|world’s first parliament which
dated back to 930 A. D. The|
oc- | house was built in 1934 to mark |
{the 1,000th anniversary of the|
legislature.

liners when the tragedy
husband, Vilmun-
is the son of the|
, Gylfi Gislason.

Benediktsson was born in
Reykjavik on April 30, 1908. He
studied law at the University of
Iceland and later in Berlin and
Copenhagen, In 1932, he hecame
a professor at the University of
Iceland and stayed in that post
until 1940, That year he became
mayor of Reykjavik and stayed
on until 1947 when he <wzs
named minister of justice and
(foreign affairs. In that capacity

dar Gislason,

brgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur
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Iceland’s Prime Minister,
Wife, Grandson Die In Fire

REYKJAVIK,

Police sifted through the
ruins of a wooden cottage Fri-
day seeking the cause of fire
and explosion which killed Ice-
land's prime minister, Bjarni
Benediktsson, his wife and a
grandson during the night

Flags were flown at half staff
throughout Iceland in mourning
for the 62-year-old government
chief who had wielded a power-
ful influence on the politics of
this northern island nation.
Johnson Hasstein, minister of
Justice and Industry, took over
as acting prime minister

A priest who lived nearby saw
the flames coming from the cot-
tage Thursday night in Tingvel-
lir, 40 miles from ‘Reykjavik,
and turned in the alarm

A party of Danish tourists
also saw the fire and hastened
to the scene, but by the time
they reached the house, it was
an inferno. A few minutes later,
an explosion lifted off the roof.

When a fire brigade arrived
from Reykjavik an hour later,
they found only ruins and the
charred remains of the prime
minister, his 50-year-old wife,
Sigridur, and grandson, Bene-
dikt,

The child was the son of Bene.
dikisson’s daughter, Vala, an
air hostess with Icelandic Air-

Iceland (AP)

fon

ways. She was flight to
New York ahoard one of the air-
liners when the tragedy
curred. Her hushand, Vilmun-
of the
culture minister, Gylfi Gislason,

Benediktsson was born in
Reykjavik on April 30, 1908. He |
studied law at the University of
Iceland and later in Berlin and
Copenhagen. In 1932, he became
a professor at the Universily of
Iceland and stayed in that post
until 1940. That year he became
mayor of Reykjavik and stayed|
until 1947 when he was
named minister of justice and|
foreign affairs. In that capacity
he was one of the signers of the
Atlantic Treaty in Washington
in 1949.

Benedikisson was editor of the
Reykjavikian newspaper Mor-
gunbladid and held other minis-
terial posts until he became
nrime minister in 1963,

The summer residence at Ti-
ngvellir was on the site of the
world's first parliament which
dated back to 930 A.D, The house
was built in 1934 to mark the
1,000th anniversary of the legis-
lature

on a
oc-

the son

dar Gislason, is

Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur
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Around the World

Iceland Premier, Wife, Grandchild Die in Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (UPI) — Premier Bjarne Bnedikts-
son, his wife and one of their grandchildren were killed
Thursday night in a fire that destroyed the prime minister’s
official summer residence.

An official government spokesman, announcing the deaths,
said the cause of the blaze at the Thingvellir residence 31
miles outside the capital, had not been disclosed.

Radio Iceland said tne granddaughier who perished in

the fire was 4 or 5.
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MR. AND MRS. BJARNI BENEDIKTSSON

Iceland Premier,
Wite, Grandson Die

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
Iceland’'s premier, Bjarni
Benediktsson, his wife and a
grandson were killed in a fire at
the premier’'s summer home
Thursday night.

A priest living nearby discov-
ered the fire in the wooden cot-
tage at Ghingveille, 30 miles
from Reykajavik. He raised the
alarm, but whes firemen
reached the house, they found
the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the
government and was used by
members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-

ditksson was 62. He became
chairman of the Independence
party and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of his
kealth, Beaedifitsson had been
minister of justice and then for-
eign minister under Thors.
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:/Iceland’s
Premier

Is Killed

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni
Benediktsson, his wife and a
grafidson were killed in a fire
at the prémier’s” summer |
home Thursday night.

A priest living nearby
discoverer the fire in the
wooden cottage at
Ghingveille, 30 miles from
Reykajavik. He raised the
alarm, but when firemen
reached the house, they found
the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by
the government and was used
by members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr
Beneditksson was 62. He
became chairman of the
Independence party and
premier in November 1963,
when Premier Olafur Thors
resigned because of his
health. Beneditksson had
been minister of justice and
then foreign minister under
Thors.
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Grandson Also Killed

Icelandic Premier,

Wife Die in Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (UPI)
—Iceland’s prime minister, Dr.
Bjarne Benediktsson, his wife
and their 4-year-old grand-
son died when a fire razed the
government’s summer house
early today, the government
said.

Firemen found the bodies of
the 62-year-old prime minister,
his 60-year-old wife and their
"IﬂﬂdSOl‘l in the rubble. The
bodies were taken to a chapel
in Reykjavik.

The government met in
emergency session a few hours
after the official announcement
of the prime minister’s death to
pick an acting successor.

Benediktsson’s death was not
expected to change Icelandic
politics although he was an
influential prime minister in
this tiny island nation of 200,000
inhabitants.

The grandson was Benedikt
Gylfason, the son of the prime
minister’s daughler, Valgerdur
Bjarnadottir, and her husband,
Vilmunder Gylfason. The

BENEDIKTSSON and WIFE

parents were in Reykjavik a
the time.

The fire was discovered by 4
group of Dutch students o
their way to the nearby Valha
Hotel. They saw flames throug
the windows and ran up to thd
house and knocked on doors
and windows., But they said
they saw nobody in the burning
house.

The cause of the fire was no
immediately known but govern
ment officials said it could havd
started in a kerosene heater.
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Wife, Grandson Also Killec
Premier Perishes In Fire

REYKJAVIK,

Iceland's

Iceland (AP)
premier, Bjarni
enediktsson, his wife and a
rrandson were Killed in a fire at

BJARNI BENEDIKTSSON

living

the fire in

MRS. BENEDIKTSSON

nearby

the

the premier’s summer home wooden cottage at Tingvei\
Thursday night.

A priest
discovered

40 miles from Reykjavik. R\
raised the alarm, but when
firemen reached the house, they
found the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the
government.

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr.
Benediktsson was 62. He
became chairman of the
Independence party and
premier in November 1963,
when Premier Olafur Thors
resigned because of his health.
Benediktsson had been minister
of justice and then foreign
minister under Thors.

Johann Hasstein, minister of
justice and industry, took over
as acting prime minister.

Mrs. Sigridue Benediktsson
was 50; their grandson was 4.

Police siftad through the ruins
in search of the cause of the
tragedy.




Iceland’s Premier
Perishes in Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP) |they found the three bodies.|
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni| The cottage was owned by|
Benediktsson, his wife and a|the gov ernment and was used
grandson were killed in a fire embers of the cabinet.
at the premier’s summer
home Thursday night.

A priest living nearby di
covered the fire in the v
en cottage at Ghingveille, ,m ppmlence p'ntv and premm
miles from RE\}'d]a\li\ H(\‘Hl November, 1963, when Pre-
raised the alarm, but when| mier Olafur Thors resigned|
Ifiremen . reached the hous |because of his health. Be:

javik, Dr. Be-
was 62. He be-

justice and then foreign mir
ister under Thors

Johann Hasstein,
of justice and industry, to
over as acting prime mini
ter.

Mrs. . Sigridur A Benedikt
son was 50; their grandsoc
was 4.

Police - sifted through the
ruins in search of the cause
Jof the tragedy.

A party of Danish torum;

lalso saw the blaze, raised the
a!arm but added that by the
/ I‘edt_hl‘d T]IP :

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarna

former law professor and |

tksson had been minister m".

minister|

&

— AP Wirephoto
PIE IN FIRE—Rjarni Benediktsson prime minister of
Iceland, and his wife, aiong with their grandsoa, died in a
fire that swept their summer home Thursday night.




.r’l"/ A80
\': "38

JUL 10 1970

Iceland Chief,
Wife, Boy
Killed in Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Be-
nediktsson, his wife and a
grandson-were killed in a fire at
the premier’'s summer home
Thursday night.

A priest living nearby discov-
ered the fire in the wooden cot-

tage at Ghingveille, 30 miles
| from Reykajavik. He raised the
lalarm. When firemen reached
|the house, they found the three
|bodies.

The cottage was owned by the
|covernment and was used by
Imembers of the cabinet

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-
diktsson was 62. He became
chairman of the Independence
party and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of his
health. Benediktsson had, been
minister of justice and then for-
eign minister under Thors.

Johann Hasstein, minister ol
justice and industry, took over
as acting prime minister.

M rs. Sigridur Benedikissen
was 50 their grandson was 4
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lecelandic
:Prégtrﬁ?er Dies
In House Fire

| REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
|— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Be-
nediktsson, his wife and a
grandson were killed in a fire at

>

Benediktsson

(the premier’s summer home
| Thursday night.

A priest living nearby discov-
eréd the fire in the wooden cot-
[tage at Ingvellir, 40 miles
from Reykajavik., He raised the
alarm, but when firemen
reached the house, they found
the three bodies. |

The cottage was owned by the
government and was used by
members of the cabinet,

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykajavik, Dr. Bene-
ditksson was 62. He became
chairman of the Independence
narty and premier in November
1963. when Premier Olafur |
Thors resigned because of his
health. Beneditksson had been
minister of justice and thén for-
eign minister under Thors.

Johann Hasstein, minister of|
justice and industry, took over|
as acting prime minister. |

Mrs. Sigridur Berediktosson|
was 50; their grandson was 4.

Police sifted through the ruins
in search of the cause of the|
tragedy. .

A party of Danish tourists|

added that by the]|

hey reached the scene thé|
g was an inferno and,
d do nothing. |

Einkaskjalasafr
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Iceland Premier

Killed in Blaze

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP) — Iceland’s
premier, Bjarni Benediktsson, his wife and a
Grandson were killed in a fire at the
premier’'s summer home Thursday night.

A priest living nearby discovered the fire
in the wooden cottage at Ghingveille, 30
miles from Revkjavik. He raised the alarm,
but when firemen reached the house, they
found the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the government
and was used by members ‘of the cabinet.

A former law professor and mayor of
Reykjavik, Dr. Beneditksson was 62. He
became chairman of the Independence party
and premier in November 1963, when
Premier Olaiur Thors resigned because of
his health. Beneddiktsson had been minister
justice and then foreign minister under
Thors.

Johann Hasstein, minister of justice and
industry, took over as acting prime minister.

Mrs. Sigridur Benediktsson was 50; their
grandson was 4.

Police sifted through the ruins in search of
the cause of the tragedy.

A party of Danish tourists also saw the
blaze, raised the alarm but added that by the
time they reached the scene the building was
an inferno and they could do nothing.
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JOHANN HAFSTEIN

Hafstein Takes
‘Reins; Iceland
Mourns Death

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)—Iceland-
ers Saturday mourned the death™ of
Prime _ Minister Bjarni Benediktsson,
killed in a fire, while Johann Hafstein,
minister of justice and industry, tem-
porarily took the reins of government in
this nation just south of the Arctic Cir-
cle.

Flags were at half staff and police and
firemen sifted the ruins of the summer
cottage in which Benediktsson, 62, his
wife and a grandson burned to death
Thursday night,

President Kristjan Eldjarn, after
meeting with members of the "cabinet
Friday, asked Hafstein to take over as
acting prime minister of the coalition
government of Bendiktsson's Independ-
ent Party and the Social Democrats.

Witnesses who saw the flames shoot-
ing from the summer house of the prime
minister in Tingvellir, 40 miles from
Reykjavik, said the blaze was punctuat-
ed by an explosion that tore off the roof.
The cause of the fire was not known.

After the blaze was controlled, fire-
men found the charred remains of
Benediktsson, his 50-year-old wife,
Sigridur, and grandson, Benedikt, 4.

The child was the son of the prime
minister’s daughter, Vala, a hostess on
Icelandic Airways. She was aboard a
flight to New York when the tragedy
occurred.

The summer residence at Tingvellir
was on the site of the world’s first par-
liament, which dated back to 930 A.D. in
the days of the Vikings who settled on
Iceland. The house was built in 1930 to
mark the 1,000th anniversary of the
legislature.
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Rescue Tries Futile;
Iceland Premier Dles

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Police sifted through the
ruins of a wooden cottage Fri-
day seeking the cause of fire
and explosion which killed Ice-
land’s prime minister, Bjarni
Benediktsson, his wife and a
grandson during the night.

© Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur
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ICELAND LEADER DIES~lceland’s premier,
Bjarni Benediktsson, and his wife were killed
Thursday night when a fire swept their summer
home at Tingrellir. Premier since 1963,

Benediktsson was 62.




Front Edit Other
Page Page Page

NEW
HOME

Fire Kills

Iceland’s
Premier

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Iceland’'s premier, Bjarni
Renediktsson. his wife and a
grandson were killed in a fire
at the premier’s summer home
Thursday night.

A priest living nearby discov-
ered the fire in the wooden
cottage at Tingvellir, 40 miles
from Reykajavik. He sounded
the alarm, but when firemen
reached the house, they found
the three bodies

The cottage was owned by
the government and was used
by members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-
ditksson was 62. He became
chairman of the Independence
party and premier in Novem-
her 1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned hecause of his
health. Benediktsson had been
minister of justice and then
foreign minister under Thors.

Mrs. Benedikisson was 50
and their grandson was 4

Johann Hasstein, minister of
justice and industry, took over
as acting prime minister,

Police sifted through the
ruins in search of the cause of
the fire.

A vparty of Danish (ourists
also saw the blaze, gave the
alarm but added that by the
time they reached the scene
the building was an inferno
and they could do nothing.
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Wlfe Also Victim

Iceland's

Premier
Killed

REYK IV K., Iceland
(AP)—Iceland’s premier, Bjarni
Benediktsson, his wife and a grandson

were killed in a fire —
at the premier's r‘ i
summer home

Thursday night. |
A priest living !*
nearby discovered g
the fire in the \ Jugy WS o
wooden cottage at ' -
Tingvellir 40 miles | }q" -~
Reykjavik. \ ﬂ

{from

Im—
i.}-Ie raised the Fan = %
alarm, but when w
firemen reached ' PN
the house, they

found the three ppNEpRKTSSON
bodies. !

The cottage was owned by the govern-
ment and was used by members of the
cabinet.

A former law professor and mayor of
Reykjavik, Dr. Beneditksson was 62. He
became chairman of the Independence
party and premier in November 1963,
when Premier Olafur Thors resigned
because of his health. Benediktsson had
been minister of justice and then foreign
minister under Thors.

Johann Hasstein, minister of justice
and industry, took over as acting prime
minister.

Mrs. Sigridur Benediktsson was 50;
their grandson was 4.

Police sifted through the ruins in
search of the cause of the tragedy.

A party of Danish tourists also saw the
blaze, raised the alarm but added that by
the time they reached the scene the
building was an inferno and they could
do nothing,
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BJARNI BENEDIKTSSON

Fire Kills
Iceland’s
Premier

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (UPI)
—Iceland’s prime minister, Dr.
Bjarne Bermediktsson, his™ wile
and their Tour-year-old gidundson
diedwhen-a fire razed the gov-
ernment’s summer house early
today, the government said.

The small wooden house at
Thingvellir, 31 miles outside
Reykjavik burned down before
the fire brigade arrived from
Revkjavik.

Firemen found the bodies of
the 62-year-old prime minister,
his 60-year-old wife and their
grandson in the rubble. The bod-
ies were taken to a chapel in
Reykjavik.

Picking Successor

The government met in emer-
gency session a few hours after
the official announeement of the
prime minister’s death to pick
an acting successor.

Johann Hafstein, minister of
juski industry in Ben-




T P A T y
Iceland " Premier, Kin

Die in House Blaze

(Continved From Page One) |a shock to Icelanders, who
% heard the news on the morning
| ediktsson’s coalition of his own|ows proadeast from Radio Ice-
| Conservative Independence| .4
| party and the Social !);»1_110L-r;|1>. Flaos were flown at halfstaff. |
was expected to get the job, 80v-\ padio Iceland played only clas-
[ ernment sources said. sical musie. : |
Hafstein has been Ben-| qhe orandson was Benedikt|
fediktsson’s deputy In the gOV-|Gyifason, the son of the prime
lernment and '.hg Independence| inicter’s daughter. Valgerdur|
| Party for some Lime Biarnadottir, and her husband,
No Policy Change Seen | Vilmunder Gylfason. The par-|
Benediktsson’s death was not ents were in’ Revkiavik at the|
expected to change Icelandic| tjpe. ; I
polities although he was an In-|  Nejghhors did not know the |
fluential prime minister in this|ime minister and his family
tiny island nation of 200,000 1n-|},54 arrived Thursday night. N(‘.t\
habitants \until officials telephoned lin-‘,
Elections to the Althing (par-|prime minister’s house in Rey-|
liament) will have to be called|kiavik after the fire did they
| before June next year. Hafstein|gnq oyt the Benediktsson’s werel
was expected to head the cabi-|iy the house. f
| net until the elections | Firemen Find Bodies
Benediktsson's death came as| piremen later found the bod-

The fire was discovered by a|

group of Dutch students on
their way to the nearby Valhal|
Hotel. They saw flames through
the windows and ran up to the
house and knocked on doors and |
windows. But they said they saw |
nobody in the burning house. |

“Then there was a small ex-|
plosion inside and we ran up to

Bihe hotel and sounded the|
alarm,” Uta Heichenberg of Lei- |
den, Holland, told a UPI report-
er at the scene.

The cause of the fire was not|
immediately known but governs|
ment officials said it could have|

S LT <tarted  in o kerosspe heater|
iused in the' small four-room|
 house.
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BAJARNE BENEDIKTSSON AND WIFE
Fire Kills Iceland Prime Minister

Iceland’s Premier,

Wife Die in Fire

at Summer House

REYKJAVIK, Iceland
(UPI) — Iceland’s prime
minister, Dr. Bjarne Bene-
diktsson, his wife and their
four-year-old grandson
died when a fire razed the
government’s summer
house early today, the gov-
ernment said.

The small wooden house
at Thingvellir, 31 miles
outside Reykjavik burned
down before the fire bri-
gade arrived from Reykja-
vik.

Firemen found the bod-
ies of the 62-year-old
prime minister, his 60-
year-old wife and their
grandson in the rubble.
The bodies were taken to a
chapel in Reykjavik.

The government met in
emergency session a few
hours after the official an-
nouncement of the prime
minister’s death to pick an
acting successor.

Johann Hafstein,

minister of justice and In-
dustry in Benediktsson’s
coalition of his own con-
servative Independence
Party and the Social Dem-
ocrats, was expected fo
get the job, government
sources said.

Hafstein has been Bene-
diktsson's deputy in the
government and the Inde-
pendence Party for some
time.

Benediktsson’s death
was not expected to
change Icelandic politics,
although he was an influ-
ential prime minister in
this tiny island nation of
200,000 inhabitants.

Elections to the Althing
(parliament) will have to
be called before June next
year. Hafstein was expect-
zd to headdhs cabimet un-
til the elections.




WOODEN COTTAGE BURNS

Premier of Iceland, Wife, Grandson
Killed in Fire at Summer Home

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni
Benediktsson, his wife and a
grandson were killed in a fire
at the premier's Summer
home Thursday night.

A priest living nearby dis-
covered the fire in the wooden
cottage at Tingvellir, 30
miles from Reykajavik. He
raised the alarm, but when
firemen reached the house,
they found the three bodies.
GOVERNMENT OWNED

The cottage was owned by
the government and was used
by members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Ben-
editksson was 62. He became

chairman of the Independence
party and premier in Novem-
ber 1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of his
health. Beneditksson had been
minister of justice and then
foreign minister under Thors.

Johann Hasstein, minister of
justice and industry, took over
as acting prime minister.

Mrs. Sigridur Benediktosson
was 50; their grandson was 4.

Police sifted through the

PREMIER BENEDIKTSSON

ruins in search of the cause of
the tragedy.

SAW BLAZE

A party of Danish tourists
also saw the blaze, raised the
alarm but added that by the
time they reached the scene
the building was an inferno
and they could do nothing.

Running to investigate, they
found the government resi-
dence blazing fiercely. A few
minutes later a violent ex-
plosion from within the house
lifted off the roof, they said.

By the time the fire brigade
arrived from Reykjavik an
hour later, there was virtually
nothingaleft of the wood and
iron construction.

FROM RUINS

Police said the bodies recov-
ered from the ruins this morn-
ing, were burned almost be-
yond recognition.

Four-year-old Benedikt Vil-
mundarson was the son of the
prime minister's daughter
Vala, an air hostess with Ice-
landic Airways.

Her husband, Vilmundar
Gislason, is the son of the min-
ister of culture, Dr. Gylfi Gis-
lason.

SiGRIDUR BENEDIKTSSON

B

At the time of the tragedy,
the boy's mother was on a
flight to New York on an Ice
landic Airways passenger
liner.

Although no official state of
morning was declared imme-
diately, all flags in Reykjavik
were flying at halfstaff, the
state-owned radio was broad-
casting only solemn music,
and people throughout the
country were openly dis-
playing grief.

STRONG LEADER

Dr. Benedikisson was a
powerful leader and a strong
influence on the politics of this
far north island state.

He was born in Reykjavik
on April 30, 1908. He studied
law at the University of Ice-
land and later in Berlin and
Copenhagen. Returning to Ice-
land he became a professor at
the university in 1932, staying
on until 1940. That year, at 32,
he became the youngest may-
or of Reykjavik, and held the
post until 1947.

He entered national politics
and in 1947 became minister
of justice and foreign affairs.
In that position he was one of
the signatories of the Atlantic
Treaty in Washington in 1949.
He also was editor-in-chief of
the Reykjavik newspaper
Morgunbladid, and at the
same time held various min-
isterial posts until he became
primer minister in 1963.

4 CHILDREN

The Benediktssons are sur-
vived by four children, three
daughters and a son, who is
now studying law in Reykja-
vik.

The Summer residence at
Tingvellir, on the site of the
world’s first Parliament, dat-
ing back to 930 A.D. was built
to mark the thousandth anni-
versary in 1930.

Originally intended to house
the visiting Danish king and
queen that year, it later be-
came a refreat for prime min-

et I8 and olher cubiaet X o8
bers. \ o
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Fire Hits Home

Prime Minister

Of Iceland Killed

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
Police sifted through the
ruins of a wooden cottage Fri-
day seeking the cause of fire
and explosion which killed Ice-
land’s prime minister, Bjarni

| Bengdiktsson, his wife and a
grandson during the night.

Flags were flown at half staff
throughout Iceland in mourning
for the 62-year-old government
chief who had wielded a power-
ful influence on the politics of
this northern island nation.
Johann Hasstein, minister of

Justice and Industry, took over
as acting prime minister.

A priest who lived nearby saw
the flames coming from the cot-
tage Thursday night in Tingvel-

lir, 40 miles from Reykjavik,
and turned in the alarm.

A party of Danish tourists
also saw the fire and hastened
to the scene, but by the time
they reached the house, it was
an inferno. A few minutes later,
an explosion lifted off the roof.

FIRE BRIGADE

When a fire brigade arrived
from Reykjavik an hour later,
they found only ruins and the
charred remains of the prime
minister, his 50-year-old wife,
Sigridur, and grandson, Bene-
dikt, 4.

The child was the son of Bene-
diktsson’s daughter, Vala, an
air hostess with Icelandic Air-
ways. She was on a flight to
New York aboard one of the air-
liners when the tragedy oc-
curred. Her husband, Vilmun-
dar Gislason, is the son of the
culture minister, Gylfi Gislason.

Benediktsson was born in
Reykjavik on April 30, 1908. He
studied law at the University of
Iceland and later in Berlin and
Copenhagen. In 1932, he became
a professor at the University of
Iceland and stayed in that post
until 1940. That year he became
mayor of Reykjavik and stayed
on until 1947 when he was
named minister of justice and
foreign affairs. In that capacity
he was one of the signers of the
Atlantic Treaty in Washington
in 1949.

Benediktsson was editor of the
Reykjavik newspaper Morgun-
bladid and held other ministe-

| rial posts until he became prime
| minister in 1963.

The summer residence at Ti-
ngvellir was on the site of the

| world’s first parliament which

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarna Bened

dated back to 930 4 ). the house
was built in 1930 to mark the
1,000th anniversary of the legis-
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McGee Goes

To Iceland

WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen.
Gale McGee, D-Wyo., left Wash-
ington Weédmesday night for the
capital of Iceland where he will
represent the United States at
the funeral of former Iceland
Premier Bjarni Benediktsson.

The premier dTE™ Py in a
fire that also killed his wife and
their four-year-old grandson.

McGeesaid he considered itan
honor to go to Iceland to pay re-
spect to Benediktsson's memory
and convey the President’s and
the nation’s sgrrow on the loss
of an impressive leader.
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Iceland Prenuer,

e

Wite Die

REYKJAVIK, Iceland
Bjarni Benediktsson,

(AP)-
his wife and a grandson were

in Fire

Iceland's premier,

killed in a fire at the plomm s summer hnmc last

night.

A priest living nearby dis-
covered the fire in the wooden
cottage at Tingvellir, 40
miles from Reykajavik. He
raised the alarm, but when

firemen reacked the house,
they found the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by
the government and was used
by members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Ben-
litksson was 62. He became
chairman of the Independence
party and premier in Novem-
ber 1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of his
health. Beneditksson had been

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarna Bened|

and then
Thors.

minister of justice
foreign minister under

Johann Hasstein, minister of
justice and industry, took over
as acting prime minister.

Mrs. Sigridur Benediktosson
was 50; their grandson was 4.

Police sifted through the
ruins in search of the cause of
the tragedy.

A party of Danish tourists
also saw the blaze, raised the
alarm but added that by the
time they reached the scene
the building was an inferno
and they could do nothing.

ssociated Press WIREPHOTO

BJ/ H’N! BENEDIKTSSQM
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Iceland Chief of State
And Kin Die in Blast

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Police sifted through the
ruins of a wooden cottage Fri-
day seeking the cause of fire|
and explosion which killed Ice-
land’s prime minister, Bjarni
Benediktsson, his wife and a
grandson during the night.

Flags were flown dt half staff|
throughout Iceland in” mourning |
for the 62-year-old government|
chief who had wielded a power-
ful influence on the politics of
this northern island nation.
Johann Hasstein, minister of ;
Justice and Industry, took over| § 4 e
as ﬂC[lln.’_," pnme’mm:shw'. BIARNI BENEDIKTSSON
A priest who lived nearby saw Slain Prime Minister
the flames coming from the cot-
tage Thursday night in Tingvel-|Iceland and stayed in that post
lir, 40 miles from Reykjavik, |until 1940. That year he became
and turned in the alarm, mayor of Reykjavik and stayed
A party of Danish tourists{0n until 1947 when he was
also saw the fire and hastened |N@med minister of justice and
to the scene, but by the time|foreign affairs. In l_haT capacity
they reached the house, it was|De Was one of the signers of the
an inferno. A few minutes later. :-'xtln!]tlc Treaty in Washington
an explosion lifted off the roof, | 1949. Ay
When a fire brigade arrived| Benediktsson was editor of the
from. Reykjavik an hour later,|Reykjavik newspaper Morgun-
they found only ruins and the|bladid and held other ministe-
charred remains of the prim("riu] posts until he became prime
minister, his 50-year-old wife,|minister in 1963.
Sigridur, and grandson, Bene-| The summer residence at Ti-
dikt, 4. ngvellir was on the site of the
36 6 a6 orld’s firs arli thich
The child was the son of Bene- :;filc}r(ll bbélél't,t t‘;’{rgﬁ:ni% _“ I}I‘hc
4l house was built in 1930 to mark

dikisson’s daughter, Vala,
air hostess with Icelandic Air- |y, 1,000th anniversary of the
1 legislature,

ways. She was on a flight to
New York aboard one of the air-
liners when the tragedy oc-
curred. IHer husband, Vilmun-
dar Gislason, is the son of the
culture minister, Gylfi Gislason.

Jenediktsson was born in|
Reykjavik on April 30, 1908. He |
studied law at the University of
Iceland and laier in Berlin and
Copenhagen. In 1932, he became
a professor at the University of

tssonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur




Premier Of Iceland
And Wife DieTiFire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP) time they reached the scene the
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Be-|building was an inferno and

; 4 y C in
nediktsson, his wife and a they could do nothing:

grandson were Killed ir a fire at
the premier’s summer home
Thursday night.

A priest living nearby discov-
ered the fire in the wooden cot-
tage at Ghingveille, 30 miles
from Reykjavik. He raised the
alarm, but when firemen
reached the house, they found
the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the
government and was used by
members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-
ditksson was 62. He became
chairman of the Independence
party and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of his
health. Beneditksson had been
minister of justice and then for-|
eign minister under Thors. |

Johann Hasstein, minister of
justice and industry, took over §
as acting prime minister.

Mrs. Sigridur Benediktosson
was 50; their grandson was 4.

Police sifted through the ruins
in search of the cause of the
tragedy.

A party of Danish fourists SEEel e L e
also saw the blaze, raised the
alarm but added that by the




Front Edit Other
?nn-} Page Page

WBURGH, N.Y.

JUL 10 1979

Premier, 2 Killed

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP) — Iceland’s
premier, Bjarni Benediktsson, his wife and
a grandson were killed in a fire at the
premier’s summer home Thursday night.

A priest living nearby discovered the
fire in the wooden cottage at Ghingveille,
20 miles from Reykajavik. He raised the
alarm, but when firemen reached the
house, they found the three bodies.
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celand Premier

Dies In Home Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland
— Premier Bjarne Bnediktsson,
his wife and one of their

grandchildren were killed last
night in a fire that destroyed the
official

Prime Minister’s
summer residence.

An official government
spokesman, announcing the
deaths, said the cause of the
blaze at the Thingvellir
Residence 31 miles outside the
capital, had not been disclosed.

Radio Iceland said the
granddaughter who perished in

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarna Benedi

(UPI) the fire was 4 or 5.

Benediktsson, 62,
appointed Prime Minister
1963 and was leading a coalition
sovernment of his own
Independence Party and the
Social Democratic Party.

The Premier began his career
as a lawyer and later served as
professor of law at
University of Reykjavik.
entered government service in
1947 as foreign and justice
minister and remained in that
(post until 1953.

He—then held the post of
L combined minister of justice and
education until 1956 when he left
the government and became
editor of Iceland’s most
influential newspaper,
Morgunbladid.

Benediktsson re-entered the
|government in 1959 as minister
lof justice and industry, working
primarily with fishery problems.
| He took over as Prime
(Minister Nov. 14, 1963, from
Olavur Thors.

Benediktsson was married to
ithe former Sigrid
|Tormodsdotiir, 0. They were
married in 1943 and had three
|daughters and one son.
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Premier

Is Killed

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP) —
Iceland’s premier, Bjarni
Benediktsson, his wife and a
grandson were killed in a fire at the
premier’'s summer home Thursday
night.

A priest living nearby discovered
the fire in the wooden cottage at
Tinguellir, 40 miles from Reyka-
javik. He raised the alarm, but
when firemen reached the house,
they found the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the
government and was used by
members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and
mayor. «of Reykjavik, ' Dr.
Beneditksson was 62. He became
chairman of the Independence par-
ty and premier in November 1963,
when Premier Olafur Thors resign-
ed because of his health.
Beneditksson had been minister of
justice and then foreign minister
under Thors.
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Iceland Premier

Dies in Blaze

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)—Iceland’s premier,
Bjzrni Benediktsson, his wife and a grandson were
k'lled in a fire at the premier's summer home
ThArsda :

discovered the [ire in the
couen irge-: velle, 30 miles from Rey-
k»javik. He raised the alarm, but when firemen
reached the house, thev found the ‘three bodies.
® o o

The coltage was owned by the government and
was used by members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and mayor of Reyk-
javik, Dr. Beneditksson was 62. He became chair-
man of the Independence party and premier 1In
November, 1£63, when Premier Olafur Thors re-
signed because of his health. Beneditksson had
been minister of justice and then [oreign minister
under Thor

Johann Hesstein, minister of justice and in-
duslry, lock over as acung prime minister.

[ ] L] ®

Mrs. Sigridur Beneditksson was 50, their grand-
son was 4
Police sifted through the ruins in search of the
cause of the II‘I_:}]L‘(!_\'
A party of Danish tourists also saw the blaze,
b2 the s m it hac by the time they
cached the scene the buudizg was an inlerno and
Woeou l! r -~
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lceland’s
Premier
Dies in Fire

X X X

Wife, Grandson
Also Victims

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Be-
nediktsson, his wife and a
grandson were killed in a fire at
the premier’s summer home
Thursday night.

A priest living nearby discov-
ered the fire in the wooden cot-
tage at Ghingveille, 30 miles
from Reykajavik. He raised the
alarm, but when firemen
reached the house, they found
the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the
government and was used by
members of the eabinet.

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-

ditksson was 62. /




Tawdn
i

1971

s A

Iceland’s Premier,
Wife and Grandson
Lose Lives in Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Be=
nediktsson, his wife and a
grandson were killed in a fire at
the premier’s summer home
Thursday night,

A priest living nearby discov=
ered the fire in the wooden cot=
tage at Tingvellir, 40 miles
from Reykajavik. He raised the
alarm, but when firemen
reached the house, they found
the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the
government and was used by
members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-
ditksson was 62. He became
chairman of the Independence
party and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of his
health. Beneditksson had been
minister of justice and then for=
eign minister under Thors.




Iceland's Premier
Perishes In Fire

Reykjavik, Tceland (® — Tce-

's premier, Bjarni Bene-

n, his wife and a grandson

were killed in a fire at the pre-
mier’s summer home 'Ihmsday
night. ‘
A priest living nearby discov- |
ered the fire in the wooden cot- |
tage at Tingvellir, 40 miles from |
Reykjavik. He raised the alarm, |
when firemen reached the]|
they found the three

s. |

The cottage was owned by Ihe!
government and was used by
members of the cabinet. [

A former law professor and|

'mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-

diktsson was 62, He became

(chairman of the Independence|

|Party and premier in November |

|198., when Premier Olafur Thms‘

resigned because of his health.

Benediktsson had been mmwicl

of justice and then foreign min- § ;

i S \ BJARNI BENEDIKTSSON
Johann Hasstein, minister of

justice and industry, took over as found the government residence
acting prime minister. |blazing fiercely. A few minutes
M rs. Sigridur Benediktsson later a violent explosion from

was 50; their srandson was 4. within the house lifted off the
Police sifted through the ruins|roof, they said.

in search of the cause of the| By the time the fire brigade

[ tragedy. [arrived from Reykjavik an hour
A party of Danish tourists also|later, there was virtually nothing

(saw the blaze, raised the alarm|left of the wood and iron con-

but added that by the time they|struction.

\reached the scene the building| Police said the bodies recov-

(was an inferno and they conldiered from the ruins this morn-

dn nothing. ling, were burned almost beyond
Runnmg to investigate, they! recogmlmn
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Lilled In Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (UPL
—PremijecBlarne Bnediktsson,}
s wife®and one of their}
grandchildren were killed !
Dhursday night in a fire that]
Hestroyed the prime Minister’s|
hfficial summer residence.

An official government
spokesman, announcing the
deaths, said the cause of the
blaze at the Thingveller res-

31 miles outside the
had not been disclosed.

Radm Iceland said the
granddaughter who perished in
the fire was 4 or 5.

Benediktsson, 62, was ap-
pointed prime minister in 1963
and was leading a coalition
government of his own Indepen-
dence Party and the Social
Democratic Party.
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Fire, Blast Kill
| . i
Iceland’s Chief

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Police sifted through the
ruins of a wooden cottage Fri-
day seeking the cause of fire
and explosion which killed Ice-
land’'s prime imnister, Bjarni
Benediktsson, his wife and a
grandson during the night,

Flags were flown at half staff
throughout Iceland in mourning
for the 62-year-old government
chief who had wielded a power-
ful influence on the politics of
this northern island mnation,
Johnson Hasstein, minister of
Justice and Industry, took over
as acting prime minister,

A priest who lived nearby saw
the flames coming from the cot-
tage Thursday night in Tingvel:
lir, 40 miles from Reykjavik,
and turned in the alarm.

A party of Danish tourists
also saw the fire and hastened
to the scene, but by the time
they reached the house, it was
an inferno. A few minutes later,
an explosion lifted off the roof.

When a fire briagde arrivec
from Reykjavik an hour lates
they found only ruins and the
charred remains of the prime|

ini his 50-year-old wife,

an d grandson, Bene
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Iceland Premier

Dies In Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP) —
Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Benedikts-
son, his wife and a grandson were
killed in a fire at the premier’s sum-
mer home Thursday night.

A priest living nearby discovered
the fire in the wooden cottage at
Ghingveille, 30 miles from Reykja-
vik. He raised the alarm, but when
firemen reached the house, they
found the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the gov-
ernment and was used by members
of the cabinet.

A former law professor and mayor
of Reykjavik, Dr. Beneditksson was
62.




lceland Prime Minster,

Wife Die In House Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)the flames coming from the cot-
— Police sifted through the |tage Thursday night in Tingvel- |
ruins of a wooden cottage Fri-|lir, 40 miles from Reykjavik,‘

day seeking the cause of fire|and turned in the alarm. |
and explosion which killed Ice-| A party of Danish tourists |
land’s prime minister, Bjarni|also saw the fire and hastened |
Benediktsson, his wife and a|to the scene, but by the ‘ftmei
grandsom during the night. they reached the house, it was|
Flags were flown at half staff |an inferno. A few minutes later, |
throughout Iceland in mourning |an explosion lifted off the roof.
for the 62-year-old government| When a fire brigade arrived |
chief who wielded a power- |from Reykjavik an hour later,
ful influence on the politics of |they found only ruins and the |
this northern island nation. /charred remains of the prime
Johnson Hasstein, minister of [minister, his 50-year-old wife,
Justice and Industry, took over |Sigridur, and grandson, Bene-
as acting prime minister. |dikt, 4. '
A priest who lived nearby saw | The child was the son of Bene-
— = " diktsson’'s daughter, Vala, an
air hostess with Icelandic Air-
ways. She was on a flight to
New York aboard one of the air-
liners when the tragedy oc-
Einkaskjalasafn Bjarmna Bened it Ealai oty hushard, Vilmun-
dar Gislason, is the sor of the
culture minister, Gylfi Gislason.
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Iceland Police Probing
Prime Minister’'s Death

REYKJAVIK,

Police sifted
ruins of a wooden cottage
day seeking the cause of
and explosion which killed
land’s prime minister, Bjarni
3enediktsson, his wife and a
grandson during the night.

Flags were flown at half
staff throughout Iceland in
mourning for the 62-year-old
government chief who had
wielded a powerful influence
on the politics of this north-
ern island nation. Johnson
Hasstein, minister Justice
and Industry, took over as
acting prime minister. ;

A priest who lived nearby
saw the flames coming from
the cottage Thursday night in
Tingvellir, 40 miles from
Reyvkjavik, and turned in the
alarm.,

A party
also saw the fire
to the scene, but by the time
they reached the house, it was
an inferno. A few minutes lat-
er, an explosion lifted off the
roof.

When a fire brigade .lr‘-\f‘fi
from Revkjavik an hour later,
thev found only ruins and the
charred remains of the prime
minister, his 50-vear-old wife,
Sigridur, and grandson, Bene-
dikt, 4.

The child was the son of
Benediktsson's daughter,
Vala, an air hostess with Ice-
landic Airways. She was on a
flight to New York aboard one
of the airliners when the trag-
edy occurred. Her husband,
Vilmundar Gislason, is the son
of the culture minister, Gylfi
Gislason,

Benediktsson was born in
Reykjavik on April 30, 1908.
He studied law at the Univer-
sity of Iceland and later in
Berlin and Copenhagen. In
1932, he became a professor at
the University of Iceland and
stayed in that post until 1940,

(AP)
the

Iceland
— through
Fri-
fire
[ce-

of

of Danish lourists
and hastened

hecame
and

That vear he
of Reykjavik
until 1947 when he was named
minister of justice and foreign
affairs. In that capacity he
was one of the signers of the
Atlantic gCreaty in Washington
in 1949, &

mayor
stayed on

Benediktsson was editor of
the Reykjavif newspaper Mor-
gunbladid and held other min-
isterial posts until he became
prime minister in 1963.

The summer residence at
Tingvellir was on the site of
the world's first parhament

, whieh dated back o930 A.D.
th U Novse. Wag, buﬂt-iu 1934 to

%Jﬂhr ﬂiﬁﬂﬂlh anr]i ersary

of the legislature. -

iktssonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur
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Iceland Premier, |

Wife, Grandson |

Killed in Fire |

REYKJAVIK. Iceland (AP)|
Iceland's premier. Bjarni Be-
nediktsson, his wife and a
srandson were killed in a fire at!
the premier’s summer home]
Thursday ight.

A priest living nearby discov-|
ered the fire in the wooden cot-
tage at Tingvellir, 40 miles|}
from Reykjavik. He raised the
alarm, but when firemen
|reached the house, they found
!the three bodies.
|
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Iceland Mourns Official’s Death

REYKJAVIK, Iceland
Police sifted through
ruins of a wooden cottage Fri-
day seeking the cause of fire
and explosion which killed. Ice-
land’s prime minister, Bjarni
Benediktsson, his wife and a
grandsen.during the night.

Flags were flown at half-staff |
throughout Iceiand in mourning
for the 62-year-old government
chief who had wielded a power-

ful influence on the politics of]

this northern island nation,
Johann Hafstein, ministae
Justice and industry, took over
as acting prime minister,

(AP) |
the |

|to the

| an inferno.

"l |

the flames coming from the cot-
tage Thursday night in Tingvel-
lir, 40 miles from Reykjavik,
and turned in the alarm,

of Danish tourists
| also saw the fire and hastened
cene, but by the time
they aou-:‘hod he house, it was
A few minutes later,
|an explosion lifted off the roof.

A party

When a fire brigade arrived
imm Reykjavik an hour later,
they fourd @iy ndes amd the
Ch.!ru‘{i remains of the prime
minister, his 50-year-old wife,

A priest who lived nearby saw | Sigridur,

i hizdid

and grandson, Bene- |
dikt, 4

The child was the son of Bene-
diktsson's daughter, Vala, an
air hostess with Icelandic Air-
ways. She was on a flight to
New York when the tragedy oc-
curred. Her husband, Vilmun-
dar Gislason, is the son of the
culture minister, Gylfi Gislason.

Benediktsson was editor of the
Reykjavic newspaper Morgun-
jd and held sther ainiste-
rial posts until he became prime
minister in 1963.
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- OFf Iceland,
Wife Killed

REYKJAVIK, Icelan d (UP[)—
Prime Minister Bjarni RBenediktsson,
his wife and their 4-year-old grand-
son were killed in a fire early Fri-
day that destroyed their summer
house and plunged this nation into
deep mourning,

The bodies of Benediktsson, 62,
his wife, Sigridur, 60, and the cou-
ple’s grandson, Benedikt Gylfason,
were found in the ashes of the
four-bedroom wooden house 31 miles
from Reykjavik.

A few hours after the incident,
the cabinet met in emergency ses-
sion and named Johann Hafstein,
the minister of justice and indus-
tries, as acting prime minister to
guide this NATO ally of the United
States pending new elections.

The house was razed before the
fire brigade from Reykjavik arrived.
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REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)

— Icelanders today mourned
the dexth of Prime Minister
Bjarni Benediktsson, killed in a
fire, while Johann Hafstein,
minister of justice and industry,
temporarily took the reins of
government in the Arctic Circle
nation.

Flags were at half staff and
pohce and firemen sifted the
ruins of the summer cottage in
which Benediktsson, 62, his wife
and a grandson burned to death
Thursday night.

President Kristjan Eldjarn,
after meeting with members of
the cabinet Friday, asked Haf-
|~tcm to take awver as
| prime minister of the coalition
|

L
asiing

Benediktsson's

government of
Independent party and the So-
cial Democrats.

Witnesses who saw the flames

shooting from the summer
house of the prime minister in
Tingvellir, 40 miles from Reyk-
javik, said the blaze was punc:
tuated by an explosion that tore
off the roof. The cause of the
fire was not known,

After the blaze was con-
trolled, firemen found the
charred remains of Benedikts-
son, his 50-year-old wife, Sigri-
dur, and grandson, Benedikt, 4.

The child was the son of the
prime minister’s daughter, Vala,
a hostess on Icelandic Airways.
Ske was abnard 2 flight to New
York when the tragedy occurred




Other
Page

Edit
Page

Fron|
Pné

CHAMPA
COURIER

JUL
E - 30,013
§ - 30,611

Fire sweeps home

A\ TG

ILL.

10 1970

]

Premier of Iceland dies

Reykjavik, Iceland (AP)

Jceland’s premier, Bjarni
Benediktsson, his wife and a|
grandson were killed in a fire aL‘
the premier’s summer home
Thursday night.

A priest living nearby
discovered the fire in the
wooden cottage at Chingveille,
30 miles from Reykjavik. He
raised the alarm, but when
firemen reached the house, they
found the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the
government and was used by
members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr.
Beneditksson was 62. He became |
chairman of the Independence |
party and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of his
health. Beneditksson had been
minister of justice and lhen
foreign Gl
Thors.

Imigister

Johann Hasstein, minister of
justice and industry, took over
as acting prime minister.

Mrs. Sigridur Benediktosson
was 50; their grandson was 4.

Police sifted through the ruins
in search of the cause of the
tragedy.

A party of Danish tourists also
saw the blaze, raised the alarm
but added that by the time they
reached the scene the building
was an inferno and they could
do nothing.

Four-year-old Benedikt
Vilmundarson was the son of the
prime minister’s daughter Vala
an air hostess with Icelandic
Airways.

Her husband, Vilmunda:
Gislason, is the son of the
minister of culture, Dr. Gylfi
Gislason.

At the time of the tragedy, the
boy’s mother was on a flight to
York ou an  Icelandie
Airways passenger liner, /

New
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PREMIER BENEDIKTSSON AND WIFE
Iceland Premier,

® H @ L L
Wife Die in Fire
; S

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)| The cottage was owned by the
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Be-|government and was used by
nediktsson, his wife and a|members of the cabinet.
grandson were Kkilled in a fire :u| A former law professor and
the premier’s summer home|mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-
Thursday night. [ditksson was 62, He became

A priest living nearby discov-|chairman of the Independence
ered the fire in the wooden cot-|party and premier in November
tage at Ghingveille, 30 miles|1963, when  Premier Olafur
from Reykajavik. He raised the|Thors resigned because of his
alarm, but when ﬁrmnenlhcalth. Beneditksson had been
reached the house, they fuuudlmimsier‘ of justice and then for-
the three bodies. eign minister under Thors,




Islands Premler verbrannt

Mit Frau und Enkel auf ungeklirte Weise — Hafstein Nachfolger

REYKJAVIK, dpa

Der blsherrge islindische Justizminister
Hafstein ist am Freitag zum neuen Mini-
sterprisidenten von Island ernannt wor-
den. Staatsprisident Eldjarn berief ihn als
Nachfolger von Bjarni Benediktsson, der in
der Nacht zum Freitag im Alier wvon
62 Jahren in seinem offiziellen Landsitz
etwa 60 Kilometer von leykjavik entfernt
bei einem Brand umgekommen ist. Mit
ihm starben seine 51jihrige Frau Sigridur
und ein vierjihriger Enkel.

Dem Kabinett von Benediktsson gehér-
ten Mitglieder der Unabhingigen Partei
und der Sozialdemokraten an. Benedikts-
son war Vorsitzender und Hafstein, der
jetzt mit der Regierungsbildung beauf-
tragt wurde, stellvertretender Vorsitzen-
der der Unabhéngigen Partei.

Die Ursache des Brandes, der innerhalb
von wenigen Minuten das aus Holz er-
baute Sommerhaus des Ministerpréasiden-
ten eindscherte, ist noch nicht bekannt.
Nach Angaben der Polizei ist aus der Lage
der Leichen, die inmitten der Triimmer ge-
funden wurden, zu entnehmen, daB Be-
nediktsson und seine Frau noch wversuctt
haben, den Flammen zu entkommen. Das
Ehepaar wollte zusammen mit seinem En-

kelkind nur eine Nacht in dem Haus ver-
bringen, das: an der historischen Stitte
Thmgvaua l1e t, wo friher das isldndische
Parlament tagte. An-

4 wurde das

von einem

arken Nordwind und

rermutlich auch von

Ol, das .aus einem

explodierenden Tank

Bjarni Benediktsson
atte eine erstaun-
iche politische Kar-
jere. 1963 wurde er
Ministerprésident.
Vor einem Jahr voll-
zog er den Anschlull
# Islands an die kleine
: Freihandelszone
(EFTA).
BlLanJl hat dem amtie-
renden Haf-
stein in einem Telegramm seine Anteil-
nahme an dem tragischen Tod von Mini-
sterprisident Benediktsson ausgesprochen.
Der Minister pmudcnt \(1 seit seinem offi-
ziziien Resuch in des wndesrepublik im
Jahre 1966 \\ohlbelmnnt und geschitzy
gewesen.

anzler
isldndischen Regierungschef

4 Bundc-‘




&7 X i PO PO 1107240

j\\)l.’w.\'l'"

1 4\.3.’-"

119,51

2

Islanmscher Ministerprasident starb

In seinem brennenden Sommerhaus

ReyKkjavik.~(dpa) - Der isléndische Ministerpréisident Benediktsson (62) ist beim
Brand seines "Sommerhauses ums Leben gekommen. Mit ihm verbrannten seine Frau
und eir zweijahriger Enkel. Das Holzhaus, das etwa 60 Kilometer von Reykjavik ent-
fernt lag, wurde auch von anderen Mitgliedern der Regierung zu Ferienaufenthalten
benutzt. Der Brand wurde von einem Pastor entdeckt, der sich im benachbarten
Thingvalla-Hof aufhielt. Er alarmierte sofort die Feuerwehr von Reykjavik. Als sie
eintraf, war das Haus jedoch schon villig niedergebrannt. In den Triimmern fand
man die drei Leichen. Benediktsson wurde 1963 Ministerpridsident. Zuvor hatte er
jahrelang mit kurzen Unterbrechungen verschiedene Ministerien geleitet. 1947 bis 1953
war er AulBlen- und Justizminister. Wihrend seiner Amtszeit trat Island der NATO bei.
Schlagzeilen machie Benediktsson, ais er Aniang der b6iler Jahre als damaliger
Minister fiir Fischereigrenzen mit London eine heftige Kontroverse iiber die Fischerei-
rechte vor Island ausfocht.
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Islands Ministerprasident mit seiner

Familie im Sommerhaus verbrannt

Kopenhagen (dpa) - Der islin- fernt lag, wurde von Mitgliedern demgebrannt. In den Triimmern

dische Ministerpridsident Bjarni der Regierung zu Ferienaufent- fand man die drei Leichen, die
Benediktsson ist in der Nacht halten benutzt. Der Brand wur- am Morgen nach Reykjavik ge
zum Freitag beim Brand eines de von einem P r entdeckt, bracht wurden.
Sommerhauses ums Leben ge- der sich im benachbarten Thing- Benediktsson wurde 1963 Mi
kommen. Mit ihm verbrannten valla-Hof aufhielt. Er alarmierte nisterprisident. Zuvor hatte e:
seine Frau und ein zweijahriger sofort die Feuerwehr von Reyk- jahrelang mit kurzen Unterbre
Enkel. Das Holzhaus, das etwa javik. Als sie eint: ar chungen verschiedene Ministe-
60 Kilometer vo:. Reykiavik ent- Haus iedoch schon villie nie- rien geleitat,




Islands Regierungschef bei GroBfeuer
in seiner Sommerresidenz verbrannt

Frau.und Enkel ebenfalls umgekommen — Sondersitzung des Kabinetts

Von unserémw Korrespondenten

ns. Reykjavik. Der islindische Mini-
sterprisident Bjarn Benediktsson ist in der
Nacht zum Freitag mit seiner Frau und einem
Enkelsohn bei einem Grofibrand in seiner
Sommerresidenz auf Island ums Leben gekom-
men. Das 60 Kilometer von der Hauptstadt
Reykjavik entfernt liegende Holzgebdude
wurde vollig zerstort. Als Brandursache wird
ein schadhaiter Petroleumofen vermutet.

Der Brand wurde von einem benachbarten
Anwesen aus entdeckt. Rettungsmannschaften

ner konservativen Unabhangigkeitspartei mit |
den Sozialdemokraten. Seit 1942 Parlaments-
mitglied, war er schon 1947 AuBenminister sei-
nes Landes geworden. Im selben Jahr formu-
lierte er den Protest Islands gegen den vom
amerikanischen Reprdsentantenhaus einge-
brachten Vorschlag, die Insel als 49, Staat den
USA anzugliedern. Wahrend seiner Amtszeit
trat Island der NATO bei. Von 1953 an am-
tierte der Politiker als Justiz- und Unterrichts-
minister in Reykjavik, 1961 war er bereits fiir
einige Monate Ministerprdasident und iiber-

I

Bei einem Brand ums Leben gekommen: Der isléindische Ministerprisident
Benedikisson und ihr vierjdhriger Enkel.

aus Reykjavik, die eine Stunde spdter am
Ungliicksort eintrafen, konnten nichts mehr
ausrichten. Sie standen vor rauchenden Trim-
mern. Das Ehepaar Benediktsson und ihr vier-
jahriges Enkelkind konnten nur noch als ver-
kohlte Leichname geborgen werden. Sie waren
offenbar im Schlaf vom Feuer iiberrascht wor-
den.

Der 62jdhrige Benediktsson war nach einer
steilen Karriere als Jurisi, Journaiist und Poli-
tiker 1963 Ministerprasident Islands gewor-
den. Er leitete eine Regierungskoalition sei-

AP-Fotofax

nahm zwei Jahre spater endgiiltig dieses Amt
bis zu seinem Tode.

© Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur




410 aanetaRay

/VTE eV

177

Ehefrau und Enkel |

kamen in den Flammen um

| exp Rewhkjavik
| Grausames” Schicksal des is-
| 1indischen Ministerprisiden-
| ten Bjarni Benediktsson (62):
Zusammen mit seiner Frau
| Sigridur und seinem vier
| Jahre alten Enkel Benedikt
| verbrannte der Reglerungs-
| chef bei einem Grofifeuer, das
| die Sommerresidenz des Po-
| litikers vernichtete.
Benediktsson hatte sich nur
fir einen Tag in der 50 Kilo-
meter von der Hauptstadt
Reykjavik entfernten Som-
meraufenthalt des Regie-
rungschefs erholen wollen.

R e e e

Wiéhrend noch keine genaue
Ursache fiir die Feuersbrunst
ermittelt werden konnte, ver-
muten Brandsachverstdandige,
daB moglicherweise ein Pe-
troleumofen die Katastrophe
ausgeldst hat.

Ein Pfarrer hatte von
einem Nachbarhaus aus die
Flammen in dem Holzhaus
entdeckt, das in Sekunden-
schnelle wie Zunder brannte,
Als die Feuerwehr eintraf,
war das Haus bis auf seine
Grundmauern abgebrannt.

Der Sommersitz der islin-

sich genau an der Stelle, wo
im Jahre 930 das erste Parla-
ment der Welt zusammenge-
treten war.

Benediktsson, der schon
mit 24 Jahren Juraprofessor
in seinem Land war, war seit
1963 Regierungschef des Lan-
des. Unmittelbar nach Be-
kanntwerden der Katastro-
phe wurde der bisherige Ju-
stizminister Johan Hafstein
zum amtierenden Regie-
rungschef ernannt. Bundes-
kanzler Willy Brandt schick-
te aus Bonn ain Kondolanz-

dischen Regierung befand |telegramm.

a;l-—vm -
Tot: denedikt
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Islands Premier
in Holzhaus verbrannt

Associated Press/dpa

Reykjavik, 11. Juli

Der islandische - Ministerprasident
Bjarni Benediktsson ist gestern friih
zusammen mit seiner Frau Sigridur und
seinem vierjiahrigen Enkel Benedikt in

einem Sommerhaus der isldndischen
Regierung verbrannt. Das Holzhaus, das
auf einem alten isldndischen Thingplatz
stand, diente Regierungsmitgliedern als
Erholungsort und war zuvor als Giste-
haus benutzt worden. So war es in die-~
sem Jahr schon von dem zu Besuch
weilenden dinischen Konigspaar als
Residenz gewdhlt worden. Uber die Ur-
sache des Brandes ist noch nichts be-
kannt. Nach Ansicht der Polizei kann
die Olheizung defekt gewesen sein. Eine
Gruppe hollandischer Touristen hat be-
obachtet, wie eine donnernde Explosion
das Dach wegschleuderte. Das Haus
brannte bis auf die Grundmauern nie-
der. In Island wurde Staatstrauer ange-
ordnet, Die Flaggen sind auf halbmast
gesetzt worden. Der Minister fiir Justiz
und Industrie, Johann Hafstein wurde
zum neuen Regierungschef ernannt.

Der 62jihrige Benediktsson war 1963
Ministerprasident geworden. Vorher
war er Leiter mehrerer Ministerien.
unter anderem: hatie er von 1547 bis
1953 das AuBien- und das Justizministe-
rium gefiihrt.

bkjalasafn Reykjavikur
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Ministerprisident
Opfer eines Brandes

«Eine Tragodie fiir Island”

upi. Reykjavik. Der islindische
Ministerprdsident Bjarni Benediktsson ist
zusammen mit seiner Frau und einem
zwei Jahre alten Enkel am spdten Don-
nerstagabend beim Brand seines Sommer-
hauses Thingvellir ums Leben gekommen.

Ein Regierungssprecher, der das Un-

t in der

gliuck gestern sichtlich beweg
Hauptstadt Reykjavik bekanntgab, be-
zeichnete es als ,ungeheure Tragddie [
unser Land”. Der Schock sei so stark, dafi
viele lie Nachricht noch nicht glauben
Konnubn,

Nach Augenzeugenberichten wurde das
Feuer in der 50 Kilometer vor Reykjavik
entfernt gelegenen Residenz von einem
benachbarten Hotel aus entdeckt. Als Ret-
tungsmannschaften eintrafen, stand das
Gebdude bereits liciterlsh in Flammen
und war in weniger als einer Stunde
vollig niedergebrannt

skjalasafn Reykjavikur
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e . Revkjavik t(dpa) — Der bis-

I i herige islindische  Justizminister
Hafsiéin ist zum ' neuen. Minister-
prasidenten ernannt worden, nach-
dem der Regierungschef Bjarni

i Benediktssom (Foto links) in’ seinem
hilzernen ‘Sommierhaus etwa: 60" Ki-
lometer von ‘Reéykjavik enifernt' bei
einém ‘Brand umgekommen ist.

Mit ihm: starben seine 5ljahrige
Frau: Sigridur und eine vierjahrige
Enkeltochter (links unten).

Aus der Lage der drei Leicher
inmitten der Irummm‘ gefunden
wurden, ist zu entnehmen, dal
Benediktsson und seine Frau noch
v cht haben, den Flammen zu
cmlmmmr n. Das Ehepaar wollte zu-
sammen mit seinem Enkelkind nur
eine Nacht in dem Haus verbringen
das an der historischen Statte Thing-

liegt, wo !uhu das islandische

sonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur
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Reykjavik. (dpa) Der isldndische Minister-
priasident Bjarni Benediktsson ist in der
Nacht zum Freitag beim Brand eines Som-
merhauses ums Leben gekommen. Mit ihm
verbrannten seine Frau und ein zweijdhriger
Enkel. In Reykjavik ist das Kabinett zu einer i
Sondersitzung einberufen worden. Ur-rl
Minister fiir Justiz und Industrie hat bis auf
weiteres die Geschifte des Regierungschefs
{ibernommen. Der Brand wurde von einem
Pastor entdeckt, der sich in einem benach-
barten Hof aufhielt. Er alarmierte sofort die |
Feuerwehr von Reykjavik. Als sie eintraf, |
war das Haus jedoch schon vollig niederge-
brannt. In den Triimmern fand man die drei
Leichen, die dann in die Hauptstadt ge-
bracht wurden. Die Ursache des Brandes in
dem Holzhaus bei Thingvellir ist noch nicht
bekannt. Man vermutet jedoch einen Defekt
an der Olheizung. — Unser Bild rechts oben |
zeigt das Sommerhaus der Regierung, das
nach dem explosionsartigen Brandt (Bild |
unten) vollig zerstort wurde. Der isldndische |

Regierungschef Benediktsson dinkes
war seit 1963 Ministerprisident seines Lan-
des.




Islands Premier verbrannt

" Mit Frau und Enkel auf ungeklirte Weise — Hafstein Nachfolger

REYKJAVIK, dpa

Der bisherige islindische Justizminister
Hafstein ist am Freitag zum neuen Mini-
sterpriisidenten von Island ermannt wor-
den, Staatsprisident Eldjarn berief ihn als
Nachfolger von Bjarni Benedikisson, der in
der Nacht zum Freitag im Alter von
32 Jahren in seinem offiziellen Landsitz
etwa 60 Kilometer von Reykjavik entfernt
bei einem Brand umgekommen ist. Mit
ihm starben seine 51jihrige Frau Sigridur
und ein vierjihriger Enkel.

Dem Kabinett von Benediktsson gehor-
ten Mitglieder der Unabhingigen Partei
und der Sozialdemokraten an. Benedikts-
son war Vorsitzender und Hafstein, der
jetzt mit der Regierungsbildung beauf-
tragt wurde, stellvertretender Vorsitzen-
der der Unabhéngigen Partei.

Die Ursache des Brandes, der innerhalb
| von wenigen Minuten das aus Holz er-
baute Sommerhaus des Ministerprisiden-
ten eindscherte, ist noch nicht bekannt.
Nach Angaben der Polizei ist aus der Lage
der Leichen, die inmitten der Trimmer ge-
I funden wurden, zu entnehmen, dal3 Be-
nediktsson und seine Frau aoch versudit
haben, den Flammen zu entkommen. Das
Ehepaar wollte zusammen mit seinem En-

kelkind nur eine Nacht in dem Haus ver-
bringen, das an der historischen Statte
Thmg\dlla hegt wo frilher das isldndische
5 Parlament tagte. An-
gefacht wurde das
Feuer von einem
arken Nordwind und
vermutlich auch von
O1,. das aus einem
explodierenden Tank
ausflol.

Bjarni Benediktsson
hatte eine erstaun-
liche politische Kar-
riere. 1963 wurde er

Ministerprésident.
Vor einem Jahr voll-
zog er den Anschlufl
Islands an die kleine

Freihandelszone
(EFTA).

Bldn it hat dem amtie-
isldndischen Regierungschef Haf-
in einem Telegramm seine Anteil-

Bundeskanzler
renden
stein
nahme an dem tragischen Tod von Mini-
sterprisident Benediktsson ausgesprochen.

Der Ministcxpl‘eisidcnt sei seit seinem offi-
zieilenn Besugh in der Bundesrepublik im
Jahre 1966 wohlbekannt und geschétzt
gewesen.
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