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Le Premier ministre islandais

sa femme et son petit-fils (2 ans)
périssent carbonisés /
dans leur résidence d’été

REYKJAVIK (Islande). — Le Premier ministre islan.
dais, M. Bjarnl Benedikisson, 62 ans, sa femme et son
petit-fils (2 ans), ont trouvé la mort, dans la nuit de
jeudi a vendredi, dans l'incendie de leur résidence d’'été
4 Thingvallasoen, & 60 kilométres de la capitale, Reykjavik.

Bien que l'alerte ait été donnée Immédiatement de
I'hdtel proche « Valhal », les pomplers de Reykjavik n'ont
trouvé que des cendres a leur arrivée sur les lieux du
sinistre. Aprés quelques recherches, les ftrois cadavres
carbonisés ont été découverts et transférés a la chapelle
de Reykjavik.

Selon la police, l'incendie a pu é&tre provoqué par
le chauffage central au mazout. On suppose que les trois
victimes ont succombé & I'asphyxie avant d'étre la prole
des flammes qul avalent ravagé a une vitesse surprenante
la demeure de bois.

Le Premier ministre, M. Bjarni Benediksson, était une
des figures les plus marquantes de la jeune République
islandaise. Il gagna une réputation internationale surtout
durant |a période pendant laquelle il fut ministre des
Affaires etrangéres. |l devint Premier ministre en 1963,
en remplacement de M. Olafur Thors.

Bjarni — en Islande on utilise seulement le prénom —
s'était déja fait remarquer dés I'age de 22 ans comme
un des meilleurs porte-parole du parti de I'indépendance.
En 1932, il devint professeur de droit, mais sa carriére
pédagogique ne dura que huit ans.

Le Premier ministre était arrivé avec sa femme
Sigridur Bjornsd-Ttir, et le petit Benedikt & leur maison
d'eté jeudi aprés-midi pour y passer seulement la nuit

M. Benediktsson devait prendre la parole ce soir a
une réunion politique dans une petite ville au nord de
Reykjavik.

Aprés l'annonce de la nouvelle tragique, la radio
islandaise a diffusé hier de la musique funébre, tandis
que les habitants de Reykjavik circulaient silencieusement
et que les drapeaux étaient mis en berne.

La maison sinistrée était appelée communément « |a
Maison royale » parce que le roi Christian X de Dane-
mark y passa la nuit en 1930 pendant les festivités com-
mémorant le millénaire de I'Alting, parlement islandais

On ignore encore qui prendra la succession de M.
Benediktsson, mais on suppose que oo sers Pactus! mi-
nistre de la Justice, M. Johann Hafstein, du méme parti
de lindépendance que le Premier ministre défunt
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BLOUNT AT FUNERAL ’

WASHINGTON (UPI( —Post-
master General Winton M.
Blount will represent President
Nixon at funeral services today
for the late primie minister cf
Iceland, Bjarni Benediktsson.

Blount will be accompanied
by Sens. Gordon Allott, R-Colo.,
and Gail McGhee, D-Ka. The
prime minister, his wife and a
grandchild died in a fire last|
weekend. (]




o,

I
;*dga):ms PENDANT LEUR SOMMEIL

LE PREMIER MINISTRE
D’ISLANDE, SA FEMME

ET LEUR PETIT-FILS
PERISSENT ~ CARBONISES

dans l'incendie de leur résidence d’élé

Reykjavik. — Le Premier ministre d'Islande, M. Bjarni Benedikisson,
sa femme et leur pelit-fils, 4gé de deux ans, ont péri, la nuit der-
niere, dans l'incendie d'une maison d'éte, en bois, a Thingvallasoen,
a 60 km de la capitale islandaise, Reykjavik.

Le Premier ministre étail arrivé avec sa femme et le petit Benedik!
a leur maison d'été, jeudi aprés-midi, pour y passer seulemen! la nuit.
Un pasteur demeurant & colé s'apercul qu'un incendie venait d'écla-
ter dans la résidence d'été du Premier ministre, et donna l'alerte
immédiatement, mais a leur arrivée, les pompiers ne trouvérent que
des cendres.

Aprés quelques recherches, les trois cadavres ont élé découverls
et transférés a la chapelle de Reykjavik.
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Selon la police, l'incendie a pu
étre provoqué par le chauffage
central au mazout. Les trois corps
carbonisés ont été trouves dans
les lits, ce qui laisse supposer
que les trois victimes ont suc-
combé a l'intoxication avant d'étre
la proie des flammes,

Le Premier ministre, M. Bjarni
Benedikisson, qui avait soixante-
deux ans, était une des figures
les plus marquantes de la jeune
République islandaise. Il gagna
une réputation internationale sur-
tout durant la période pendant la-
quelle il fut ministre des Affaires
étrangeres, |l était devenu Pre-
mies minisire en 1963, en rem-
placement de M. Olafur Thors.
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Islandische Tragodie

I Land der Vulkane starb der Regierungschef den Feuertod

Von MARTIN GRILL

REYKJAVIK. Der islandische Minister-
prasident Bjarni Benediktsson, der am
vergangenen Freitag beim Brand seines
Landsitzes ums Leben kam, ist am Donners-
tag in Reykjavik beerdigt worden. Gleich-
zeitig wurden seine Frau und ein Enkel, die
mit ihm in den Flammen umgekommen
waren, bestattet. Neben dem Staatsprési-
denten Eldjarn, den islandischen Ministern
und zahireichen anderen Vertretern des
offentlichen Lebens waren bei der Trauer-
feier auch viele Abordnungen des Aus-
landes vertreten.

Als in den frithen Morgenstunden des
10. Juli in der islandischen Eindde, vom
eiskalten Nordwind gepeinigt, zwei hol-
landische Touristen aus ihrem Zelt kro-
chen, sahen sie weit entfernt gegen den
Hintergrund der schneebedeckten Berge
ein Haus in hellen Flammen stehen.
Ringsum war kein Mensch zu sehen, und
keiner von ihnen wuBte, daB in diesem
alten Holzhaus der Regierungschef
Islands, seine Frau Sigridur Bjornsdot-
tir und deren vierjdhriger Enkel eben
den Tod gefunden hatten. Das vor dem
Ersten Weltkrieg fir Fredrik VII er-
baute ,Konigshaus, ganz aus trocke-
nem Holz bestehend, mufBl innerhalb
weniger Sekunden ein flammender
Scheiterhaufen gewesen sein, der den
drei Menschen nicht die geringste
Chance des Entkommens bot.

Bjarni Benediktsson, 1908 geboren,
fast vierzig Jahre fiihrende Personlich-
keit der Selbstdndigkeitspartei, 1947
zum AuBenminister gewidhlt und seit
1963 Staatsminister, war ohne Zweifel
eine grofie politische Begabung. Schen

Wo emst der dénische Kdnig Christlan X.
unbeschwerte Stunden verlebte (Bild oben),
starb der islandische Regierungschef Bene-
diktsson einen qualvollen Feuertod. Das
. innerhalb kilrzester
Zeit vollig eingeaschert (Bild unten).

im Alter von 24 Jahren war er Profes-
sor fiir Rechtswissenschaft an der Uni-
versitdt von Reykjavik. Im Alter von 32
. Als die Amerikaner die In-
erlebte Island
neueren Zeit,
im IKampd der o

schwersten Jahre in der
wollte raan doch

rischen Giganten am liebsten abseits
stehen. Doch die Amerikaner blieben.
Island wurde Mitglied der NATO, ob-
wohl es iliberhaupt kein Militdr hatte
und nichts zu geben vermochte als den
Boden fur militdrische Stitzpunkte.

Benediktsson trat entschieden flr
diese Mitgliedschaft ein, was ihm die
links von der Mitte stehenden Parteien
Islands nie ganz verziehen haben. Doch
dieser Realpolitiker war der Auffas-
sung, daB die relative Selbstdndigkeit
des Landes iiberhaupt nur bewahrt
werden konnte, wenn man sich an eine
der Militirmichte anlehnte, obwohl er
im Grunde genommen immer auch an
dem Gedanken einer nordischen Ge-
meinschaft festhielt. Auch der Nachfol-
ger Benediktssons, Johann Hafstein,
wird kaum eine andere Politik treiben
kdnnen.

Tingvallir, das ,, Konigshaus®, 60 Kilo-
meter von Reykjavik gelegen, soll die
Stelle kennzeichnen, an der einmal der
erste Reichstag der Welt abgehalten
worden ist. Island nennt sich ja stolz
die ilteste parlamentarische Demokra-
tie der Welt! Die Tragodie vom 10. Juli
erinnert jedoch auch daran, daB viele
der Nationalhelden — und nicht zuletzt
auch der einfachen Menschen auf
Island — im Feuerstrom der Vulkane
einen gewaltsamen Tod gefunden
haben. Es gibt sogar seltsame Parallelen
in der Geschichte zum Ende Bene-
diktssons, die — wie so vieles auf die-
sem triugerischen vulkanischen
Boden — halb Sage, halb Wirklichkeit
eindd
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FOR 200.00) Icelanders, imbued
almost from birth with the

countrv's heroic sagas. t

remarkable precedent
tragic death of their Prime
Bjarni Benediktsson,
with | wilte and

their T summer

Berathora
ITord are  bur
wooden house

1 contegerac

1 chieftain named |

I'he police believe
of last Frnday fire w
more sinister than a [3aully

Rut this strapge coincidence has

impact which we might
British Prime Minister

unknown
1s broadly
historical everts that
place three hundred vears before
There 1s a further association
between the two tragedies
house where the prime mini
died was at Tingvellir. the famous
va plain 30 miles rast ol
Revkjavik, wh was site
Iceland’'s 1,040-year-old open
parliament, th ing. This was
the scene of the clash between Njal
and Flosi which immediately pre-
ceded Njal's fiery death
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FIRE VICTIM — Benedikt Gislason,

four-year-old grandson of Prime Minis-

ter and Mrs. Bjarni Benediktsson of

Iceland, perished with his grandpar-

ents in a fire at a summer cottage at
Tingvellin, Iceland, Friday.

Three Die In
Iceland Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP) — Police sifted
through ‘the ruins of a wooden cottage Friday
seeking the cause of fire and explosion which
killed Iceland’s prime minister, Bjarni
Benediktsson, his wife and a grandson during
the night.

Flags were flown at half staff throughout
Iceland in mourning for the 62 - year -old
government chief who had wielded a powerful
influence on the politics of this northern island
nation. Johann Hafstein, minister of Justice
and Industry, took over as acting prime
minister.

A priest who lived nearby saw the flames
coming from the cottage Thursday night in
Tingvellir, 40 miles from Reykjavik, and
turned in the alarm.

A party of Danish tourists “also saw the
fire and hastened to the scene, but by the
time they reached the hous,e it was an in-
ferno. A few minutes later, an explosion lifted
off the roof.

When a fire brigade arrived from Reykjavik
an hour later, they found only ruins and
the charred remains of the prime minister,
his 50-year-old wife, Sigridur, and grandson,
Benedikt, 4.

The child was the son of Benediktsson’s
daughter, Vala, an air hostess with Icelandic
Airways. She was on a flight to New York
aboard one of the airliners when the tragedy
occurred. Her husband, Vilmundar Gislason,
is the son of the culture minister, Gylfi
Gislason.

The summer residence at Tingvellir was
on the site of the world’s first parliament
which dated back to 930 A.D. the house was
built in 1956 to mark the 1,600 anniversary
of the legislature,




TWO OTHERS DIE—
Iceland’s Prime Mimster

Perishes In Cottage kire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP) — Police
sifted through the ruins of a wooden
cottage Friday seeking the cause of fire
and explosion which killed Iceland’s
prime minister, Bjarni Benediktsson, his
wife and a grandson during the night.

Flags were flown at half staff
throughout Iceland in mourning for the
62-vear-old government chief who had
wielded a powerful influence on the
politics of this northern island nation.
Johnson Hasstein, minister of Justice and
Industry, took over as acting prime
minister,

A priest who lived nearby saw the
flames coming from the cottage
Thursday night in Tingvellir, 40 miles
lifted off the roof.

from Reykjavik, and turned in the alarm.
A party of Danish tourists also saw the
fire and hastened to the scene, but by the
time they reached the house, it was an
inferno. A few minutes later, an explosion
lifted off the roof.
When a fire brigade arrived from

Reykjavik an hour later, they found only
ruins and the charred remains of the
prime minister, his 50-year-old wife,
Sigridur, and grandson, Benedikt, 4.

The child was the son of Benediktsson’s
daughter, Vala, an air hostess with
Icelandic Airways, She was on a flight to
New York aboard one of the airliners
when the tragedy occurred. Her husband,
Vilmundar Gislason, is the son of the
culture minister, Gylfi Gislason,

Benediktsson was born in Reykijavik on
April 30, 1908. He studied law at the
University of Iceland and later in Berlin
and Copenhagen. In 1932, he hecame a
professor at the University of Iceland and
stayed in that post until 1940. That year
he became mayor of Reykjavik and
stayed on until 1947 when he was named
minister of justice@nd foreign affairs. In
that capacity he was one of the signers of
the Atlantic Treaty in Washington in 1949,

Benediktsson was editor of the
Revkjevie newspaner Morgunbladid and
Leld etuar miniserial oosts uaiil he

hecame prime minister in 1963.
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Benediktssons

» ; !‘
Rites Scheduled |

i REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP) —
| The government announced Sat-
|urda_v that the state funeral of
Prime_ Minister Dr. Bajarni
Benediktsson, his wife Sigridur
and their-grandson, Benedikt
Vilmundarson, will be held here
Thursday.

They died when the govern-
|ment summerhouse at Tingvel-
lir, where they were staying,
'burned down in the early hours
of Friday morning.
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In house fire

lceland leader, family killed

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (UPI)|session and named Johann Hal-fin heater could have touched
— Prime Minjsler Bjacne Bene- stein, the minister of justice and |off the blaze.
diktsson, his wife and their 4-|industries, as acting prime min-
year-old grandson were killed in|ister to guide this NATO ally of
a fire early yesterday that de-|the United States pending new
stroyed their summer house and |elections.
plunged this nation into deep
mourning.

President Kristjan Eldjarn an
nounced the appointment of Haf-
stein, 54, ‘‘to assume the duties
of prime minister temporarily in
addition to his duties as'minister

EH]

The house has razed before
the fire brigade from Reykjavik of justice and industries.

The bhodies of Benedikisson,|arrived. Neighbors said they
62, his wife Sigridur, 60, and the|had believed the house was
couple’s g r a nd s o n, Benedikt |empty.
Gylfason, were found in the| Government officials said that
ashes of the four-room wooden (only after they found the prime
house at Thingvellir 31 miles|minster’s Reykjavik home va-
from Reykjavik. ‘re

Political observers said it was
unclear how long Hafstein would
lead the coalition government of

dependence Party and the Social
Democrats., He could stay on
until the elections to the Althing,
(Parliament) which have to be
called before next June.

{cant did they realize Benedikls-

son and his family had been kili-
THE little boy was the son of |od in the fire.

|Benediktsson’s duaghter Val-| |

gerdur, ! THE government said the| FLAGS flew at half staff over
A few hours after the incident,|cause of the fire was stili un-{the island and Radio leciand

the cabinet met in emergencyiclear. But officials said a paraf-|played solemn musie,

Benediktsson's conservative In- |

Details surrounding the fire
were unclear

It was discoverd by a group of
Dutch students on their way to a
nearby hotel at 3 a.m. yester-
day.

Officials said the bodies of the
vietims were found in the re-
malns of their beds, indicating
they may have suffocated in the
smoke.

Reykjavikur




Dr. Bjarne Benediktsson
v+ « af summer home

Mrs. Benedikisson
.. . tending grandson

Iceland Leader, Wife,

Grandson Die In Fire

R E YKJAVIK, ICELAND
(UPI) — Iceland’s prime min-
Dr., Bjarne Benedikts-
son. his wife and their 4
year-old grandson died when
a fire razed the government’s
summer house early today,
the government said.

The small wooden house at
Thingvellir, 31 miles outside
Reykjavik burned down be-
fore the fire brigade arrived
from Reykjavik.

Firemen found the bodies of
the 62-year-old prime minis-
ter, his 60-year-old wife and
their grandson in the rubble.

ister

The fire was discovered by
a group of Dutch students on
their way to the nearby Val-
hal Hotel. They saw flamés
through the windows and ran
up to the house and knocked
on doors and windows. Buf
they said they saw nobody in
the burning house.

“Then there was a small
explosion inside and we ran
up to the hotel and sounded
the alarm,” Uta Heichenberg
of Leiden, Holland, toid a UF]
reporter at the scene,

The cause of the fire was
not immediately known but
government officig]s said it
could have started in a kero-
sene heater used in the small
four-room house.

The grandson was Benedikt
Gylfason, the son of the prime
minister’s daughter, Valger-
dur Bjarnadottir, and her hus-
band, Vilmunder Gylfason.
The parenis were in Reykja-
vik at the time.

Neighbors did not know the
prime minister and his family
had arrived Thursday night.
Not until officials telephoned
the prime minister's house in
Reykjavik after the fire did
they find out the Benedikts-
son’s were in the house.

Firemen later found the

hodies

Benediktsson's death came
as a shock to Icelanders, who
heard the news on the morn-
ing news broadcast from
adio Iceland.

Flags were flown at half-
staif., Radio Iceland played
only classical music,
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lceland’s Premier, Wife
And Grandchild Killed

In Summer Home Blaze

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (UPI) —Prime
Minister Bjarne Benediktsson, his wife
and their 4-year-old grandson were killed
in a fire early Friday that destroyed
their summer house and plunged this
nation into deep mourning.

The bodies of Benediktsson, 62, his
wife Sigridur, 60, and the couple's
grandson, Benedikt Gylfason, were found
in the ashes of the four-room wooden
house at Thingvellir 31 miles from Reyk-
javik

The little v was the son  of
Benediktosson’s daughter Valgerdur.

A few- hours after the incident, the
cabinet met in emergency session and
named Johann Hafstein. the Minister of
Justice and Industries, as acting Prime
Minister to guide this NATO ally of the
United States pending new elections.

The house was razed before the fire
brigade from Reykjavik arrived. Neigh-
bors said they had believed the house
was empty.

Government officials said that only
after they found the prime minister’s
Reykjavik home vacant did they realize
Qanediktsson apd kis fareily had been
killed in the fire
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"Prime
Mmlster

Dies

REYKIJAVIK, Iceland ® — Polite
sifted through the ruins of a wooden
cottage Friday seeking the cause of
fire and explosion which Kkilled Ice-
land's prime minister, Bjarni Benedik-
tsson, his wife and a grandson during
the night.

Flags were flown at half staff
throughout Iceland in mourning for
the 62-year-old government chief who
had wielded a powerful influence on
the politics of this northern island na-
tion. Johann Hafstein, minister of
Justice and Industry, took over as act-
ing prime minister.

A priest who lived nearby saw the
flames coming from the cottage Thurs-
day night in Tingvellir, 40 miles from
Reykjavik, and turned in the alarm.

A party of Danish tourists also
saw the fire and hastened to the scene,
but by the time they reached the
house, it was an inferno. A few min-
utes later, an explosion lifted off the
roof.

When a fire brigade arrived from
Reykjavik an hour later, they found
only ruins and the charred remains
of the prime minister, his 50-year-old
wife, Sigridur, and grandson, Benedikt,
4.

The child was the son of Bene-
diktsson’s daughter, Vala, an air hostess
with Icelandic Airways. She was on a
flight to New York aboard one of the
airliners when the tragedy occurred.
Her husband, Vilmundar Gislason, is
the son of the culture minister, Gylfi
Gislason.

The summer residence at Tingvellir
was on the site of the world’s :first
parliament which dated back to 930
A.D. The house was built in 1930: to
maik the 1,000 anniversary of the
legislature.
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lceland Mourn
Prime Minister

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (3
— Police sifted through the
ruins of a wooden coﬂag
Friday seeking the cause o
fire and explosion whicl
Killed Iceland's prime min
ister, Bjarni Benediktsson
his wife and a grandson
during the night.

Flags were flown at half
staff throughout Iceland in
mourning for the 62-year-
old government chief -who
had wielded a powerful in-
fluence on the politics of
this northern island nation
Johann Hafstein, ministe;
of justice and industry, took
over as acting prime minis-
ter.

A priest who lived nearby
saw the flames coming
from the cottage Thursday
night in Tingvellir, 40 miles
iU)nT]\F}LAJ\lkAJiW|1HTHCd
in the alarm. .

A party of Danish tourists
also saw the fire and has-
tened to the scene, but by
the time they reached the
house, it was an inferno. A
few minutes later, an explo-
sion lifted off the roof.

When a fire brigade ar
rived from Reykjavik an
hour later, they found only
ruins and the charred re-
mains of the prime minis-
ter, his 50-year-old wife, |
Sigridur, and grandson, Bef|
nediky 4,
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Iceland Plans

State Funeral

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
—The government announced
Saturday that the state funeral
of Prime Minister D. Bajarni
Benediktsson, his wife Sigridur
and their grandson, Benedikt
Vilmundarson, will be held here
Thursday.

They died when the govern-
ment summerhouse at Tingvel-
lir, where they were staying,
burned down in the early hours
of Friday morning.

The bishop of the Lutheran
state church of Iceland, Sigurb-
jorn Einarsson, said he has di-
rected all priests to pray for the
three at church services
throughout the country Sunday.
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Iceland
Minister

Is Killed

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Police sifted through the
ruins of a wooden cottage Fri-
llday seeking the cause of fire
and explosion which killed Ice-
land’s prime minister, Bjarni|
Benediktsson, his wife and a
grandson during tne night.

Flags were flown at half staff
throughout Iceland in mourning
for the 62-year-old government
chief who had wielded a power-
ful influence on the politics of
this northern island nation.
Johann Hafstein, minister of
Justice and Industry, took over
as acting prime minister.

A priest who lived nearby saw
the flames coming from the cot-
tage Thursday night in Tingvel-
lir, 40 miles from Reykjavik,
and turned in the alarm.

A party of Danish tourists
also saw the fire and hastened
to the scene, but by the time
they reached the house, it was
an inferno. A few minutes later,
an explosion lifted off the roof.

When a fire brigade arrived
from Reykjavik an hour later,
they found only ruins and the|
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“hools,’ parﬁbtﬂ%;!v 1:-%!'19 Deep
uth, were set up with the in-
bntion of keeping them all-
hite.

The new policy will be imple-
ented over the ‘“next few
onths,” Thrower said, but he
aid he doubted all 10,000 could |§
e reviewed by the time school |§
egins in the Fall.

Free

The bishop then traveled by|i
hir-conditioned frain to Canton, |4
hccompanied by a doctor, a pho-| ¥
ographer, an interpreter and
olicemen. 1
From there he continued on to
{ong Kong and crossed into the|
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Iceland’s
Premier
Dies inEire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP) §

— TIceland’s premier, Bjarni Be- }

nediktsson, his wife and a
grandson were killed in a fire at
the premier’s summer home
Thursday night.

A priest living nearby discov-
ered the fire in the wooden cot-

tage at Ghingveille, 30 miles |
from Reykajavik. He raised the §

Pk A RS B e D Lt L

lalarm, but when firemen §
Ireached the house, they found

the three bodies

| The cottage was owned by the H
lgovernment and was used by §

\members of the cabinet

A former law professor and §

|mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-

|ditksson was 62. He became §
lchairman of the Independence §
[party and premier in November §
1963, when Premier Olafur §

Thors resigned hecause of his

'health. Beneditksson had been §

minister of justice and then for-
|eign minister under Thors.




News Roun up

International

Iceland Premier Dies in House Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland. (AP)—Iceland’s premier, Bjarni
Benedikisson, his wife and a grandson were killed in a fire
at the premier’'s summer home Thursday night. A priest
living nearby discovered the fire in the wooden cottage at
Ghingveille, 30 miles from Reykjavik. He raised the alarm,
but when firemen reached the house, they found the three
bodies. A former law professor and mayor of Reykjavik,
Dr. Benediktsson was 62. He became chairman of the In-
dependence party and premier in November, 1963, when
Premier Olafur Thers resizned because of h-- health, Be-
nediktsson had been minister of justice and then foreign
minister under Thors,
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lceland Premier
\And Wife Killed

.
In Fire at Home

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Be-|
|nediktsson, his wife and a
grandsen were Killed in a fire at
the premier’s summer home
Thursday night. |

A priest living nearby discov-|
lered the fire in the wooden cot-
|tage at Ghingveille, 30 miles
|from Reykajavik. He raised the
alarm, but when firemen
|reached the house, they found
|the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the
{government and was used hy
members of the cabinet,

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-
ditksson was 62. He became
chairman of the Independence
party and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of hig
lhealth. Beneditksson had been
minister of justice and then forH
\eign minister under Thors




Iceland's
premier, wife

die in fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP) — Iceland’s

‘|= - 4
JUL 1 O ¢

premier, Bjarni Benediktsson, his wife
and a grandson were killed in a fire at the
premier’s summer home Thursday ni ght,

A priest living nearby discovered the
fire in the wooden cottage at Tingvellir,
40 miles from Reykjavik. He raised thg
alarm, but when firemen reached the
house, they found the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the govern-
ment and was used by members of the
cabinet.

A former law professor and mayor of
Reykjavik, Dr. Beneditksson was 62. He
became chairman of the Independence
party and premier in November 1963,
when Premier Olafur Thors resigned
because of his health. Beneditksson had
been minister of justice and then foreign
minister under Thors.
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Born. To André Courréges, 47, Paris
couturier and Coqueline Barriere, 35,
whom he married secretly in 1965: their
first child, a girl; in Paris.

Died. Clinton Rossiter, 52, author
and professor of American Institutions
at Cornell University: of cardiac arrest;
in Ithaca, N.Y. His books included
Seedtime of the Republic (1953), The
American Presidency (1956) and Marx-
ism: The View from America (1960).

Died. Bjarni Benediktsson, 62, Ice-
land’s Premier since 1963, who em-
braced Ssocial welfare at home and
friendship for the U.S. in foreign af-
fairs; with his wife and grandson when
their summer home outside Reykjavik
was destroyed by fire.

Died. Barnett Newman, 65, Maximus
of the minimal (see ART).

Died. Robb Sagendorph, 69, editor-
publisher of The Old Farmer's Almanac,
oldest (178 years) continuous periodical
in the U.S.; in Peterborough, N.H. A
wealthy Bostonian by birth, a New Eng-
land farmer by inclination, Sagendorph
bought the modernized—and ailing

Almanac in 1939, restored its time-
honored format, offering readers old-
fashioned recipes, a listing of odd hol-
idays and dates (“Abe Lincoln, con-
ceived. May 7, 1808"). homey poetry.
astronomy tables, a farmer's calendar
of crop and other advice, as well as long-
range weather predictions, which he in-
sisted were more accurate (78.5%) than
those of the U.S. Weather Bureau
(65.5%). The old ways obviously struck
a responsive chord in readers; circulation
grew from 86,000 in 1939 to 1.300.000
today.

Died. Marjorie Rambeau, 80, char-
acter actress, whose career on stage
and screen spanned almost 70 years: in
Palm Springs, Calif. A child star at
the turn of the century and a romantic
lead into the 1920s, she later portrayed
the archetypical dowager in scores of
plays and films, most notably Any Num-
ber Can Play, The View from Pom-
pey's Head and A Man Called Peter

Died. Harold Stirling Vanderbilt, 85.
ereat-grandson of Cornelius Vanderbilt,
founder of the New York Central Rail-
road, who won his own fame as an in-
ternational yachtsman and inventor of
the game of contract bridge: of heart dis-
ease; in Newport, R.I. Though he was
a shrewd and hard-working director of
the family empire from 1914 to 1954,
when he lost control of the Central in
a bitter proxy fight, Vanderbilt became
best known for his achievements as an
America’s Cup yachtsman, and card
player. He introduced contract bridge
to the world in 1925, saw it become his-
tory’s most popular parlor game.
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For the Record

®*Britain’s opposition
Labor Party announced that
it would chalienge the new
Conservative government'’s
policy on arms for South Af-
rica in the House of Com-
mons next week.

® Thousands of Icelanders
crowded the streets of Reyk-
Javie, their capital, despite
stormy weather for the fu-
neral of Prime Minister
Bjarni Benediktsson. - his
wife and their four-vear-old
grandson, killed in a fire
last Friday.
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PREMIER_QFE |CELAND DIES IN_FIRE

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (UPI) Premier Bjarne Bnediktsson,
his wife and one of their grandchildren were killed last night
in a fire that destroyed the prime minister's official summer
resicence

An official goverament spokesman, aanouncing ihe deaths,
said the cause of the blaze at the Thingvellir residence 31 miles
outside_the.capital, had not been disclosed.




lceland leader appointed

[celand B —
mourned the

REYKJAVIK,
Icelanders today

death of  Prime Minister Bjarni

Benediktsson, killed in a fire,
while FolgmmHedstein, minister
of justice and industry, tempo-
rarily took the reins of govern-
ment in the Arctic Circle nation.

Flags were at half staff and
'pnhce and firemen sifted the
ruins of the summer cottage in
which Benediktsson, his “wife
and a grandson burned to death
‘hursday night.

President Kristjan Eldjamn,
hafter meeting with members of

the cabinet Friday, asked Haf-
stein to take over as acting
prime minister of the coalition
government of Benediktsson's
Independent party and the So-
le Democrats.

ksonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur
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Iceland’s Premier
Loses Life in Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP) — (Sigridur, and grandson,
Police sifted through the ruins|dikt, 4.
of a wooden cottage Friday
seeking the cause of fire and ex-
plosion which killed Iceland’s
prime minister, Bjarni Bene-|
diktsson, his wife and a grand-|
son during the night.

Bene- |

The child was the son of Bene-
diktsson’s daughter Vala, an
air hostess with Icelandic Air-
ways. She was on a flight to
New York aboard one of the air-|

(liners when the tragedy oc-|
Flags were flown at half staff | curred. Her husband, Vilmundar |
throughout Iceland in mourning |Gislason, is the son of the cul-
for the 62-year-old government |ture minister, Gylfi Gislason.
chief who had wielded a pow-| The
erful influence on the politics ”'l"Fina\'ulIil‘ was on the site of the
this northern island nation. | world’s first parliament which
..Iuh;mn Hafstein, minister of |dated back to 930 A.D. The house
[Justice and Industry, took over|yac huilt in 1930 to mark the
| as acting prime minister, 1,000th anniversary of the legis-

A priest who lived nearby saw |lature.
the flames coming from the cot- |
{tage Thursday night in Tingvel-|
lir, 40 miles from Reykjavik,!
and turned in the alarm

A party of Danish tourists also
| saw the fire and hastened to the
scene, but by the time they
reached the house, it was an in-
ferno. A few minutes later, an
| explosion lifted off the roof.
| When a fire brigade arrived
|from Reykjavik an hour later,
they found enly ruins and the
{charred remains of the prime
minister, his 50-year-old wife,

summer residence " at

> Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur
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Die In Fire

BJARNI BENEDIKTSSON prime minister of Iceland, and
his wife, along with their grandson, died in a fire that
swept their summer home Thursday night. The
wooden cottage was located at Ghingveiiie, 30 miles
from Reykajavik. (AP Wirephoto)
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Premier Of

Iceland Dies
In Home Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Be-
nediktsson, his wife and a
grandson were killed in a fire at
the premier’s summer home
Thursday night.

A priest living nearby discov-
ered the fire in the wooden cot-
tage at Ghingveille, 30 miles
from Reykajavik. He raised the
alarm, but when firemen
reached the house, they found
the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the
government and was used by
members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-
ditksson was 62. He became
chairman of the Independence
party and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of his
health. Beneditksson had been
minister of justice and then for-
eign minister under Thors.




Jéeland's Pr@mj or, Wife
/ And Grandchild | Killed

In Summer Home Blaze

REYKJAVIK. Iceland (UPI) —Prime
Minister Bjarne Benediktsson, his wife
and their 4-year-old grandson were killed
in a fire early Friday that destroyed
their summer- house and plunged this
nation into deep mourning

The bodies of Benediktsson, 62, his
wife Sigridur, 60, and the couple’s
grandson, Benedikt Gylfason. were found
in the ashes of the four-room wooden
house at Thingvellir 31 miles from Reyk-
javik

The little oy the '~ son "ol
Benediktosson's daughter Valgerdur

was

A few hours after the incident, the
cabinet met in emergency session and
named Johann Hafstein, the Minister ol
Justice and Industries, as acting Prime
Minister to guide this NATO ally of the
United States pending new elections.

The house was razed before the fire
brigade from Reykjavik arrived. Neigh
bors said they had believed the house
was empty.

Government officials said that only
after they found the prime minister’s
Reykjavik home vacant did they realize
Benedikisson and his family had been
killed in the fire. i
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lceland Premier, Wife,
Grandson Die In Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)mayor of Revkjavik, Dr. Bene:
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Be- ditksson was 62. He became
nediktsson, his wife and a chairman of the Independence

arandson were killed in a fire at party and premier in November B8

the premier’s summer home/1963, when Premier Olafur
Thursday night. Thors resigned bhecause of his
A priest living nearby discov- health. Beneditksson had been
ered the fire in the wooden cot- minister of justice and then for-
tage at Ghingveille, 30 miles/eign minister under Thors.
from Reykajavik. He raised the! Johann Hasstein, minister of
alarm, but - when firemen justice and industry, took over
reached the house, they found as acting prime minister.
the three bodies. Mrs. Sigridue Benedikiosson
The cottage was owned by the was 50; their grandson was 4.
government and was used hy' Police sifted tkrorzh the ruins
members of the cabinet. in search of the cause of the
A former law professor anditragedy,

PERISH IN FLAMES — Bjarni Benediktsson, premier of
of Iceland, and his wife, along with their grandson, died in
a fire that swept their summear home Thursday night,
The wooden cotiage was locaited at Ghingvedle, 350 miles
from Reykajavik, " (AP Wirephate/
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Iceland’s Premier Dies

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP) — Iceland’s premier,
Bjarni Benediktsson, his wife and agrandson were killed
in 2 fire at the premier’s summer home Thursday night,

A priest living nearby discovered the fire in the
wooden cottage at Tingvellir, 40 miles from Reyka-
javik. He raised the alarm, but when firemen reached
the house, they found the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the government and was
used by members of the cabinet,




Short Circuit Tied

To Fatal Iceland Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (UPI)|across the country flew at half|
—An electrical short circuit |staff as condolence telegrams|
may have sparked the fire that|poured in from around the
killed Icelandic Prime Minister | world.

Bjarni Benediktsson, his wife| Government officials said
and a—grandson, police said | President Nixon, Queen Eli-
Saturday. | zabeth of Britain, King Olay V|

% | of Norway, King Gustav Adolf|

Iceland began preparing a |y of Sweden and President |
state funeral for next Thursday | yjrho Kekkonen of Finland were|
for Benediktsson while police| among those who sent messa-
sifted the rubble of Government| ges of sympathy on Benedik-
House where the three died | fsson’s death.

Friday. Acting Prime Minister Jo-
hann Hafstein spent the week-
fire left them with a few clueb.i':'”d_ oy his farm outside
but that it appeared an|Reykjavik.

electrical failure such as a short| The 50-year-old Hafstein, who
circuit —rather than a paraffin| 150 serves as minister of
stove as they first believed —|justice and industries, will head
started the blaze. [the coalition government of the !

The government said the|Conservative Independence |
funeral will take place at|Party and the Social Democrats
Reykjavik’s cathedral at 2 p.m. {until a successor for Benedik-
Thursday. Icelandie Archbishon |tsson is elected. \
Segrudbjourn Einarsson  will ‘
officiate. '

Police authorities said the

Political sources said Hal-
|stein, Bendiktsson’s deputy as
The archbishop ordered pray-|leader of the Independent|
ers read during evening sermon | party, may stay until general |
throughout the island today inlelections to the Althing (Parli-|
memory of the victims. ament) are called. This must|
Red and white crossed flags|be done before June next year. ]




Die in Fire

Iceland’s prime minister Bjarni Benediktsson, 62,
his wife and their grandson died in a fire that
swept their summer home last night. The wooden
cottage was located in Ghingsveille, 30 miles from
Reykjavik. A former law professor and mayor of
Reykjavik, Beneditksson became chairman of the
Independence party and premier of Iceland in
November, 19€3. (AP Wirephotos)




PREMIER of Iceland, Bjarne Bnediktsson, his wife and one
of their grandchildren were killed THursday in a fire that des-
troyed the Prime Minister’s official summer residence, Bne-
diktsson, £7. wes appeinted prime minister jn 1963 and was
leading a coalition government of his own Independence Party
and the Social Democratic Party. —UPI Telephoto |
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Blount At Rites

WASHINGTON (UPI) —Post-
master General Winton M.
Blount will represent President
Nixon at funeral services today
for the late prime minister of
Iceland, Bjarni Benediktsson.

Blount will be accompanied
by Sens. Gordon Allott, R-Colo..
and Gail McGhee, D-Wyo. The
prime minister, his wife and a
grandchild died in a4 fire last
weekend.
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iceland Premier,
Wite, Grandson
Killed in Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
—Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Be-
nediktsson, his wife and a
grandson were
killed in a fire
at the premier’'si:
summer h o m e’g :
Thursday night

A priest living

y discov

ered the fire ing
the woode nj
cottage at@
Tingvel -BB. ;
lir, 40 miles Benediktsson
from Reykajavik. He raised the
alarm, but when firemen
reached the house, they found
the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the

| government and was used by
members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-
ditksson was 62. He

(party and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of his
| health. Beneditksson had been
minister of justice and then for-
eign minister under Thors.

Johann Hasstein, minister of
justice and industry, took over
|as acting prime minister.

Mrs. Sigridue Benediktsson
was 50; their grandson was 4.

Police sifted through the ruins
fin search of the cause of the
|tragedy.
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|celand Premier,

Wife, Grandson
Perish In Blazg |

REYKJAVI land (UPID)
— Iceland’s prime minister, D
Bjarne Benediktsson his wile
and their 4 r-old ;

died when a T,

summer hous
government
The small wooden house
Thingvellir, 31 mil
burned down b
rrived

found the bodies
\ pld prime minist
0-yvear-old wile d their| Dr. and Mrs.
yn in the rubble. The

taken to a chapel In

met in emei

; hours laterl||
1CCessor. ‘
Johann Hafstein, minister of
justi ind industry in Bene-
coalition of his
rative Indeper

nd the Social Democr

an in-
in this

to the Althing (par-
e to be called

heard the news on the morning

vs broadcast from Radio Ice-|
land.

Flag e flown at half-
Radio I nd playe
ical music.

Grandson
The grandson

arnadottir,
Vilmunder Gy

after ire did they find out
the Be sson’'s were in the
house.

o AR s found  the bod- " . :
iel—“‘ £k 2 1O KA bafn Bjarna Benediktssonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur
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* lceland's Premier
2 Loses Life in Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland
(UPI)—Iceland’s prime minis-
ter, Dr. Bjarne Benediktsson,
his wife and their four-
year-old grandson died when
a fire razed the government’s
summer house early today,
the government said.

The small wooden house at
Thingvellir, 31 miles outside
Reykjavik, burned down be-
fore the fire brigade arrived
from Reykjavik.

Firemen found the bodies of
the 62-year-old prime minis-
ter, his 60-year-old wife, Sig-
eid, and their grandson in the
rubble. :

The government met in ¢
emergency session a few MRS. SIGRID BENEDIKTSSON
hours after the official an- Prime minister's wife
nouncement of the prime min-
ister’s death to pick an acting
successor, expected to be Jo-
hann Hafstein, minister of jus-
tice and industry in Bene-
diktsson’s coalition of his own
Conservative Independence
party and the Social Demo-
crats.

Benediktsson's death came
as a shogck to Icelanders, who
heard the news on the morn-
ing news broadcast from Ra-
dio Iceland

The grandson was Benedikt
Gylfason, the son of the prime
minister’s daughter, Valger-
dur Bjarnadottir, and her hus-
band, Vilmunder Gylfason.

The parents were in Reykja-
vik at the time.

Neighbors did not know the
prime minister and his family
had arrived last night. Not un- BJARNE BENEDIKTSSON
til officials telephoned the Died in summer cottage
prime minister’'s Nouse 1N oo s
Reykjavik after the fire did
they find out the Benedikts-
sons were in the house.

Benediktsson was appointed
prime minister in 1963.

He began his career as a
lawyer and later served as
professor of law at the Uni-
versity of Reykjavik. He en-
tered government service in
1947 as foreign and justice
minister.

ssonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur
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Prime Minister

Of Iceland Dies
In Home Fire

REYKJAVIK; Iceland (AP
“.— The prime minister of
‘Iceland, Bjarnie Benediktsson,
has been killed in a fire at his
summer home.
* The prime minister’s wife
«.and their grandson also died
Thursday night in the blaze
about 30 miles from Reykjavik.

A priest living near the house

“«discovered the fire and raised
the alarm, but the three were
dead when rescuers reached
them.

The cottage was owned by
the government and was used
by members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr.
Beneditksson was 62 He
became chairman of the
Independence Party and
premier in November 1963,
when Premier Olafur Thors
resigned because of his health.
Beneditksson had been
minister of justice and then
foreign minister under Thors.

Police are sifting through the
wreckage to determine the
cuase of the fire.

- Iceland’s minister of justice
and finance-industry, Johann RS Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur
Hasstein, has assumed the post
of acting premier.
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Police Seek Cause

Of Explosion Killing |
Head of Iceland

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)|studied law at the University of|
— Pnhce sifted []"‘nugh the Iceland and later in Berlin and
Copenhagen. In 1932, he became
a professor at the University of
; Iceland and stayed in that post
and explosion which killed Ice- until 1940. That year he became
land’s prime minister, Bjarni|mayor of Reykjavik and stayed
Benediktsson, his wife and afon until 1947 when he was |
named minister of justice and
Flags were flown at half staff foreign -affairs., Iy, that capacity
b F ; """ |he was one of the signers of the
throughout Iceland in mourning AN : e
Foe ibe. Ga vaanald cooud |Atlantic Treaty in Washington|
or th --year-old government|. 1949, |
chief who had wielded a power- Benedikt S !
R enediktsson was editor
ful influence on the politics of TR “ue:\\' ahiin \-‘lm‘"un?
this northern island nation. | | poo © SRR
YohhEon < Hasstoi: . diiaatar n,‘hlarild and held other ministe-
o 2 dos § ale 0L . . .
S R A 0\.‘9'_‘1'1:” posts until he became prime

S e ¢ 8 . MK i |

: minister in 1963.
as acting prime minister. ‘

i The summer residence at Ti-

ruins of a wooden cottage Fri-

day seeking the cause of fire

grandson during the night.

A priest who lived nearby saw
the flames coming from the cot-
tage Thursday night in Tingvel-
lir, 40 miles from RC'_\’IQ}FL\“(. lated back to 930 A.D. :
and turned in the alarm. :

A party of Danish tourists
also saw the fire and hastened|
to the scene, but by the time
they reached the house, it was
an inferno. A few minutes later,
an explosion lifted off the roof.

When a fire brigade arrived
from Reykjavik an hour later,|
they found only ruins and the|
charred remains of the prime|
minister, his 50-year-old wife, |
Sigridur, and grandson, Bene-|
dikt, 4.

The child was the son of Bene-
diktsson’s daughter, Vala, an
air hostess with Icelandic Air-|
ways. She was on a flight to|
New York aboard one of the air-|
liners when the tragedy oc-|
curred. Her husband, Vilmun-
dar Gislason, is the son of the
culture minister, Gylfi Gislason. | KRRy

Benediktsson was born in
Reykjavik on April 30, 1908. He

ngvellir was on the site of thelj

world’s first parliament which|
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Bjarni Benedikisson and his wife
Killed in fire at summer home

Iceland Premier, Wife
, 9

Grandson Die in Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)—
[celand’'s premier, Bjarni Bene-
‘dikisson, his wife and a grand-
son were killed in a fire at the
{premier’s summer home last
Inight.

A priest living nearby discov-
ered the fire in the wooden
!cnllage at Ghingveille, 30 miles

from Reykajavik. He raised the|

alarm, but when firemen
reached the house, they found
the three bodies.

The cottage was 0wned by the
government and was used hy
members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and
mayor of Revkjavik. Dr. Bene-
ditksson was 62. He became
chairman of the Independence

|party and premier in November
{1963, when Premier Olafur
|Thors resigned because of his
{health. Beneditksson had been
|minjster of justice and then
{foreign minister under Thors.

) Johann Hasstein, minister of
|justice and dindustry, took over
{as acting prime minister.

Mrs. Sigridur Benediktsson
|was 50; their grandson was 4.

| Police sifted through the ruins
in search of the cause of the
tragedy.

| A party of Danish tourists also
|saw the blaze, raised the alarm
|but added that by the time they
reached the scene the building
was an inferno and they could
do nothing.
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Der islindische Ministerpréisident Njarni
Benediktsson, der ‘Ende vergangener Wo-
che bei einem nachtlichen Brand in sei-
nem Sommerhaus mit seiner Frau und ei=
nem Enkelikind den Tod fand J

—ared
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GroBfeuer totete
Islands Premier

Frau und Enkel verbrannten mit

jawvik, 10. Juli, — Der islandische
crprisident Bjarni Benediktsson ist
der Nacht zum :
Freitag beim Brand®
2Ines .‘""s{)\'t'l!'n!'E'i'l.ill-'~"
ses ums Leben ge-
kommen., Mit ihm
verbrannten seine
Frau und ein zwei-
jdhriger Enkel. Das
Holzhaus, das etwa 60
Kilometer von Reyk-g
javik entlernt lag,
wurde von Mitglie-
dern der Regieru:
Zu Ferienaufentha
ten benutzt. Det
Brand wurde von
sinem Pastor ent-
deckt, der sich im bt B. Benediktsson
nachbarten Thing-
valla-Hof aufhielt. Er alarmierte sofort die
Feuerwehr von Reykjavik. Als sie eintraf
war das Haus jedoch schon véllig niedc:-
gebrannt. In den Triimmern fand man die
dre: Leichen, die am Morgen nach Reyk-
javik gebracht wurden. Benediktsson wurde
1963 Ministerpriasident. Zuvor hatte er
jahrelang mit kurzen Unterbrechungen
verschiedene Ministerien geleitet. (dpa)

X
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Iceland’s Prime Minister, Bjarni Benedikisson, 62, and his
wife, Sigridur Bjornsdottir, who were burnt to death in th

summer Ra$ or Thingve
Iceland, late qut week.

A ‘grandson .also dled m I.he hlaze.
—(A.P. Ph
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Iceland’s Premier

Dies In Tragic

House Fire

REYKJAVIEK, July 10
Iceland’s Prime Minister

Bjarni Benediktsson, his

wife and grandson died tra-

gically early today ina fire
that destroyed the Premier’s
official summer residence at

Thingvalla, 38 miles outside

Reykjavik.

The blaze gutted the small, tim-
ber structure, trapping the 62-year-
old Premier and his family inside.

P e
from the s
and said their position

th the Premier and his wife
awakened and tried to escape but

only a few steps before being
1 by the flames
The Prime Minister, h
ridur and their daughter’s
on Benedikt Wilmun I
rived yesterday to spend a few q
3 idence, b
i Freder
> visited Icelar
haunt of the
ter’s 5 2 could re-
y from officie s and
y the family 1
r arrived without even serv
ed down on what
r cold 1
wind
moun

About 1.3
Dutch can s
blown down il
fire in what they f

use. They

y hotel who res
Prime Minister’s family were
sidence and raised the alarm.

But before the fire brigade arrived
the timber structure had been re-
duced to ashes. A police officer who
tried enter the building at the
height ¢f the blaze was driven back

flames
gating the blaze were
tely able to how the
: N oil
use dur-
cOn-

[ the blaz




Iceland’s Intriguing

The recent tragic death of Iceland's
Prime Minister Bjarni Benediktsson
brings to mind a remotely situated coun-
try that is remarkable in a variety of
ways, Iceland is, for example, the most
literate country in the world. In the
capital city of Reykjavik there are more
bookshops per capita than in any other
city. The 20 Icelandic publishers offer
315 books a year per 100,000 popoula-
tion (in contrast, Sweden prints 50).

There is more to point to in Iceland
than its erudition. There is a flourishing
artists’ colony., In a community near
Reykjavik practically the entire town is
under glass so that bananas, grapes and
tomatoes and flowers can be grown for

commercial purposes. Understandably it
is called Hothouse Town,

Iceland is noted for its lack of snob-
bishness or class consciousness. It has
no upper classes—and no lower classes,
or slums. Though its name indicates the
intensity of cold experienced in winter,
the city is served by 190-degree water
pumped from hot springs. A network of
pipes heats houses, open-air swimming
pools, saunas and greenhouses.

One last point, of no small interest
these soporific days. Even at the height
of Iceland’s summer, temperatures are
of course,

pleasantly cooi. Sul ihen,
there’s winter ., . .




P i S
Extrait dc_:
Geknipt uit :
Date

Datum

 bip IS )

TORMOUTSE BODE
TORHOUT

An"IN

Ear I SAR S S

I 1JSLANDSE PREMIER IN BRAND

> ¢ OMGEKOMEN

-

De IJslandse eerste mifister
Rjarni Benediktsson, zijn vrouw
Sigridur en zijn kleinzoon zijn
bij een brand omgekomen.

Het drama gebeurde in
houten zomerhuis te
asoen op 60 km. van Reyk
Het oude huis was staats -
dom en werd door leden van de
regering gebruikt als vakantie-
huis.

Eerste minister Benediktsson
was 62 jaar en een van de op-
merkelijkste figuren van de jon-
ge IJslandse republiek. Hij ver-
wierf internationale faam, voor-
al tijdens de periode dat hij
minister van Buitenlandse Za-
ken was. (IJsland trad toen toe

EELL

Thingvali-

vik.

| tot de NATO). Hij werd eerste

minister in 1963 als

van Olafur Thors.

opvolger

| bijeenkomst

De 200.900 IJslanders
men het nieuws met ve
mir

Da

'erstom

regeringswoordvoerder

sprak met Vende €1 en!

duideliik ontr een
geweldige
land. D= sch
velen van
loven dat

De

voor
70 erg
kunnen
is.»
was

dat
niet 2e-

waar
minister

ons
het

eerste

Ver-

verna. |

Onsi(

¢ wesk donderdagmiddag
met zijn echtgenote en de klei
ne Benedikt in zijn zomerresi
dentie aangekomen, uitsluitend
met de bedoeling er de nacht
door te brengen. In de loop
van het weekeinde zou hij het
woord voeren op een politieke
in een stadje ten
noorden van Reikjavik. Omwo-
nenden die de brand bemerkten
wisten niet dat het huis toen
bewoond was. Toen de brand-
weer uit Reykjavik aankwam,
vas er geen blussen meer aan.

Volgens de politie kan de
brand veroorzaakt zijn door de
centrale olieverwarming. De lij-
ken van de drie slachtoffers
werden gevonden in hun bed,
wat laat veronderstellen, dat zij
eerst zijn gestikt alvorens een
prooi van de vlammen te wor-
den.

Het getroffen
woon .L!{ «het
genoemd omdat
ian van Dene

huis werd ge-
ninklijk huis»
koning Christi
cen er in 1930
12 nacht tijdens de
faeste herdenking
van he uizendjarig bestaan
van t ITslandse
pariement
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Islands Premierminister
starb in Feuersbrunst

Reykjavik. Der isldndische Pre er fielen den Flammen zum

Wierminister Bjarni Benedik
u und sein zweijah- e Ursachen des Branc
ht zum d wohl

bhei Izl rerd 3

imen abbrant

docl daB de

eizuni

Message de condoléances

1 du déceés

e ! : Son 1us 100 Kilomet
s as Gouver. lich von Reykjavik
Ca € TUOUVEL

apprecie
et I’'hospital

Luxembourg en
et 12 juin
usement
annulée
itique

Das Haus steht den isldndischen
Regierungsmitgliedern als Ur-
laubsunterkunft zur Verfiigung
und gehort dem Staat. Am Frei-
tag — also gestern — sollte der
Premier schon weiterfahren, da
er iibers Wochenende in einer
kleinen Ortschaft im Norden der
Hauptstadt eine politische Ver-
sammlung abhalten wollte,

In der Nacht jedoch brannte das
Ferienhaus bis auf die Grund-
mauern nieder und seine drei Be-

onar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur




—AP Wirephoto
BJARNI BENEDIKTSSON
. Victim of fire

lceland Leader

Killed In Fire

| REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)|
| — Iceland's premier, Bjarni Be-
nediktsson, his wife and a
grandson were killed in a fire at
the premier’s summer home
Thursday night.

A priest living nearby discov-
| ered the fire in the wooden cot-
tage at Tingvellir, 40 miles
from Reykajavik. He raised the
alarm, but when firemen
reached the house, they found
the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the
government and was used by
members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-
| ditksson was 62. He became
| chairman of the Independence
party and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of his
health. Beneditksson had been
| minister of justice and then for-
eign minister under Thors.

Johann Hasstein, minister of|
justice and industry, took over
| as acting prime minister.
| Mrs. Sigridur Benediktossor
was 50; their grandson was 4.

Police sifted through the ruins
in search of the cause of the
tragedy

A party of Danish tourists
also saw the blaze, raised the
alarm but added that by the|
time they reached the scene the
building was an inferno and
t they could do nothing.




DIE IN FIRE

> JUL 10 1970

Bjarni Benediktsson, prime min-

ister of Iceland, and his wife, along with their
grandson, died in a fire that swept their summer
home Thursday night.—AP Wirephoto.

Along with wife, grandson

Iceland premier dies

in summer home fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Be-
nediktsson, his wife and a
grandson were Kkilled in a fire at
the premier’s summer home
Thursday night.

A priest living nearby discov- |

ered the fire in the wooden cot-
tage at Tingvellir , 40

alarm, but when firemen

miles |
from Reykajavik. He raised the |
| justice and industry, took over

mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-
ditksson was 62. He became
chairman of the Independence
party and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of his
health. Beneditksson had been
minister of justice and then for-
eign minister under Thors.
Johann Hasstein, minister of

reached the house, they found as acting prime minister.

the three bodies.

Mrs. Sigridue Benediktosson

The cottage was owned by the ‘ was 50; their grandson was 4.

government @nd was used hy
members of the cabinet.
A former law professor and

Paolice zifted through the ruins

[in search of the cause of the

tragedy.




‘Iceland Prime Minister, \
/ Wife And Grandson Die\

As Summer

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (UPI)
—Prime Minister Bjarne Bene
diktsson, his wife and their 4
vear-old grandson were killed in
a fire early Friday that
destroyed their summer house
and plunged this nation into
deep mourning.

The bodies of Benedikisson,
62, his wife Sigridur, 60, and
the couple's grandson, Benedikt
Gylfason, were found in the
ashes of the four-room wooden
house at Thingvellir 31 miles
from Reykjavik.

The little boy was the son of
Benediktosson's daughter Val-
.Sioadur

A few hours after the
imclcienl, the cabinet met in
emergency session and named
Johann Hafstein, the Minister
of Justice and Industries, as
| acting Prime Minister to guide
this NATO ally of the TUnited
States pending new elections.

Thought House Empty

The house was razed before
the fire brigade from Reykjavik|
arrived. Neighbors said they|
had believed the house was
empty.

Government officials said
that only after they found the|;
prime minister’'s Reykjavik
home wvacant did they realize
Benediktsson and his family
had been I-ulle-ri in the fire.

The gov gaid  the
cause of fire was still
unclear. officials said a

ti.w
But

|the Althing,

Home Burns

parafin heater could
touched off the blaze.
President Kristjan Eldjarn
announced the appointment of|
Hafstein, 54, ‘“to assume the|
duties of Prime Minister|
temporarily in addition to his
duties as Minister of Justice
and Industries.”

Length Of Service Unclear

Political observers said it
was unclear how long Hafstein
would lead the coalition govern-
ment of Benediktsson's conser
vative Independence party and
[the Social Democrats. He could
stay on until the elections to
(Parliament) which
be called before next

|
have

have to
June.

Flags flew at half staff over
the island and radio iceland]
played solemn music
| Details surrounding
were unclear.

It was discovered by a group
of dutch students on their way
to a nearby hotel at 3 a.m
Friday.

Officials
[the vietims
Nmmn of their
ing they may have
in the smoke

the fire

the bodies of
found in the
beds, indicat-
suffocated

said
were

tssonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur
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Blount Will Represent Nixon at Funeral Rites

WASHINGTON (UPI) —Post- Blount, will be accompanied
master General Winton M. by Sens. Gordon Allott, R-Colo.,
Blount will represent President and Gail McGhee, D-Wyo. The
Nixon at funeral services today prime minister, his wife and a
for the late primie —yainister of - grandchild died in

a fire last
Iceland, Bjami Benediktsson. weekend.
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Premier
In Home Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Be-
nediktsson, his wife and a
grandson were killed in a fire at
the premier's summer home
Thursday night

A priest h\iru; nearby discov-
ered the fire in the wooden cot-
lage at Ghingveille, 30 miles
from Reykajavik. He raised the
alarm but  when firemen
reached the house, they found
the three bodies,

The cottage was owned by the
sovernment and was used by
members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-
ditksson was 62, He becam
chairman of th e Independence
parly and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors res ed because of his
health. Beneditksson had been
minister of justice and then for-
eign minister under Thors,

luh'mn Hasstein, minister of
m stice and industry, took over|

cling prime minister,

Mrs, Sigridur L(’m‘(M.Il):‘SUI]
was 50; their grandson was 4,

Police sifted through the ruins
in search of the cause of the
[ragedy.

A party of Danish tourists|
also saw the blaze. raised thel
alarm but added that by the|
time they reached the scene the |
ouiiding was an inferno anc
they could do nothing,




[celand’s Prime Minister,
Wife, Killed in Explosion

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Police sifted through the
ruins of a wooden cottage F'ri-
day seeking the cause of fire
and explosion which Killed Ice-
land’s prime minister, Bjarni
Jenediktsson, his wife and a
grandson during the night.

Flags were flown at half staff
throughout Iceland in mourning
for the 62-year-old government

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarna Bene

chiefs who had wielded a power-
ful influence on the politics of
this northern island nation.
Johnson Hasstein, minister of
Justice and Industry, took over
as acting prime minister.

SAW FLAMES

A priest who lived nearby saw
the flames coming from the cot-
tage Thursday night in Tingvel-
Iir, 40 miles from Reykjavik,
and turned in the alarm.

A party of Danish tourists
also saw the fire and hastened
to the scene, but by the time
they reached the house, it was
an inferno. A few minutes later,
an explosion lifted off the roof.

When a fire brigade arrived
from Reykjavik an hour later,
they found only ruins and the
charred remains of the prime
minister, his 50-year-old wife,
Sigridur, and grandson, Bene-
dikt, 4.

The child was the son of Bene-
diktsson’s daughter, Vala, an
air hostess with Icelandic Air-
ways. She was on a flight to
New York aboard one of the air-
liners when the tragedy oc-
curred. Her husband, Vilmun-
dar Gislason, is the son of the
culture minister, Gylfi Gislason.

Benediktsson was born in
Reykjavik on April 30, 1908. He
studied law at the University of
Iceland and later in Berlin and
Copenhagen. In 1932, he became
a professor at the Tniversity of
Iceland and stayed in that post
until 1940.




Prime Minister
Killed By Blast

Head of Iceland’s govern-
ment, wife, grandson die
when summer cottage de-
stroyed,

Reykjavik, Iceland (®—Police sift-
ed through the ruins of a wooden
cottage yesterday seeking the cause
of fire and explosion which killed
Iceland’s prime minister Bjami
Benediktsson, his wife and a grand-
son during the night.

Flags were flown at half staff
throughout Iceland in mourning for
the 62-year-old government chief
who had wielded a powerful influ-
ence on the politics of this northern
island nation, Johnson Hasstein,
minister of Justice and Industry,
took over as acting prime minister.

A priest who lived nearby saw the
flames coming from the -coltage
Thursday night in Tingvellir, 40
miles from Reykjavik, and tumed
in the alarm.

A party of Danish tourists also
saw the fire and hastened to the
scene, but by the time they reached
the house, it was an inferno. A few
minutes later, an explosion lifted off
the roof.

When a fire brigade arrived from
Reykjavik an hour later, they found
only ruins and the charred remains
of the prime minister, his 50-year-old
wife, Sigridur, and grandson, Bene-
dikt, 4.

The summer residence at Tingvel-
lir was on the site of the world's
first parliament which dated back to
930 A.D. The house was built in
1934 to mark the 1,000th apniversary
of the legislature.
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Iceland premier |

and wife killed

REYKJAVIK, Iceland
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Be-
nediktsson, his wife and a
grandson were killed in a fire at
the premier’s summer home
Thursday night.

A priest living nearby discov-
ered the fire in the wooden cot-
tage at Ghingveille, 30 miles
from Reykajavik. He raised the
alarm, but when  firemen
reached the house, they found
Lthe three bodies.

(AP)

The cottage was owned by the
government and was used by
members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-
ditksson was 62. He became
chairman of the Independence
party and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of his
health. Beneditksson had been
minister of justice and chen for-
eign minister under Thors.
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Iceland Prime Minister,
'Wife Die in Cottage Blaze

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)|ways. She was on a flight to
— Police sifted through the|New York aboard one of the air-
ruins of a wooden cottage Fri-|liners when the tragedy oc¢-
day seeking the cause of fire curred. Her husbhand, Vilmun-
and explosion which killed Ice- dar Gislason, is the son of the
land’s prime minister, Bjarni|culture minister, Gylfi Gislason.
Benediktsson, his wife and a| The summer residence at Ti-
grandson during the night. ngvellir was on the site of the

Flags were flown at half staff|world’'s first parliament which
throughout Iceland in mourning dated back to 930 A.D. The house
for the 62-year-old government was built in 1930 to mark the
chief who had wielded a power- /1,000 anniversary of the legis-
ful influence on the politics of|lature.

this northern island nation.|
Johann Hafstein, minister of|
Justice and Industry, took over|
as acting prime minister. |

A priest who lived nearby saw|

the flames coming from the col-

tage Thursday night in Tingvel-

lir, 40 miles from Reykja\'ik.' v ‘,-m.‘

and turned in the alarm. g
A party of Danish tourists| ° i

also saw the fire and haslenedi )

to the scene, but by the time|

they reached the house, it was| i i “
an inferno. A few minutes later, o .
an explosion lifted off the roof. ;7 ;

When a fire brigade arrived
from Reykjavik an hour later, L.
they found only ruins and thel _ W-
charred remains of the prime| :
minister, his 50-year-old wife,|

Sigridur, and grandson, Bene- W g
dikt, 4. '

The child was the son of Bene-
diktsson's daughter, Vala, anj
air hostess with Icelandic Air-

askjalasafn Bjarna Benedik
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BJARNI BENEDIKTSSON AND WIFE

REYKJAVIK, Iceland — (AP) — Police sifted
through the ruins of a wooden cottage yesterday seeking
the cause of fire and explosion which killed Iceland’s
prime minister, Bjarni Benediktsson, his wife and a
grandson during the night.

Flags were flown at half staff throughout Iceland in
mourning for the 62-year-old government chief who had
wielded a powerful influence on the politics of this north-
ern island nation. Johann Havstein, minister of justice
and industry, took over as acting prime minister.

A priest who lived nearby saw the flames coming
from the cottage Thursday night in Tingvellir, 40 miles
from Reykjavik, and turned in the alarm.

A party of Danish tourists also saw the fire and has-
tened to the scene, but by the time they reached the
house, it was an inferno. A few minutes later, an explo-
sion lifted off the roof.

When a fire brigade arrived from Reykjavik an hour
later, they found only ruins and the charred remains of
the prime minister, his 50-year-old wife, Slgrldur and.
grandson, Benedikt, 4. :

o
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Iceland Premier Bjarne Benediktsson
J

Prime minister and 2
die in lceland blaze

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (UPI)—Prime
Minister Bjarne Benediktsson, his wife
and their 4-year-old grandson were
killed in a fire Friday that destroyed
their summer house and plunged this
nation into deep mourning.

The bodies of Benediktsson, 62, his wife Sig-
ridur, 60, and the couple's grandson, Benedikt
Gylfason, were found in the ashes of the four-
room wooden house at Thingvellir 31 miles
from Reykjavik.

The boy was the son of Benediktsson's
daughter, Valgerdur.

A few hours after the incident, the cabinet
met in emergency session and named Johann
Hafstein, minister of justice and industries, as
acting prime minister to guide this NATO ally
of the United States pending new elections.

The government said the canse of the fire
was undertermined. But officials said a paraf-
fin heater could have touched off the blaze.




McGee Flies
To lceland
For Funeral

WASHINGTON {UPI)—Sen.
Gale W. McGee, D-Wyo.,

flew to Reykijavik, Iceland
Wednesday as a representa-
tive of the U.S. government
for the the Thursday funeral
of former premier _Bjarni
Benediktsson.

BenediKfsson, who was
killed last Friday along with
his wife and four-year-old
grandson in a fire that de-
stroyed the Icelandie govern-
ment’s cottage near the cap-
ital, was one of the signers
of the Atlantic Charter.

“Premier Benediktsson was
a leader in the island nation’s
independence movement,””

| McGee said. “I consider it a
great honor to go to Reyk-
| javik to pay respect to his
memory and to convey the
President’s and this nation’s
sympathy to the people o
Iceland.” ’




— Associated P-ess Wirephoto
BJARNT BENEDIKTSSON MRS. BENEDIKTSSON
Powerful influence. Wife also victim.

Wife, Grandson Killed
Iceland Chief Dies

In Fire, Explosion

REYKJAVIK, Tceland, July 10 (AP) — Police sifted
through the ruins of a wooden cottage today seeking the cause
of fire and explosion that killed Iceland’s prime minister,
Bjarni Benediktsson, his wife and a grandson during the night.

Flags were flown at half staff throughout Iceland in mourn-
ing for the 62-year-old govern- — =
ment chief who had wielded a
powerful influence on the polis
tics of - this northern island
nation. Johann Hafstein, mins
ister of Justice and Industry,
took over as acting prime
minister.

A priest who lived nearby
saw the flames coming from
the cottage last night in
Tingvellir, 40 miles from Reyk-
javik, and turned in the
alarm.

A party of Danish tourists
also saw the fire and hastened
to the scene, but by the time
they reached the house, it was
an inferno. A few minutes
later, an explosion lifted off
the roof.

When a fire brigade arrived
from Reykjavik an hour later,
they found only ruins and the

charred remains of the prime
minister, his 50-year-old wife,
Sigridur, and grandson, Bene-
dikt, 4.

The child was the son of
Benediktsson's daughter,
Vala, an air hostess with Ice-
landic Airways. She was on a
flight to New York aboard one
of the airliners when the trag
edy occurred. Her husband
Vilmundar Gislason, is the sor
of the culture minister, Gylf

A ssonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur
Gislason.




BJARNI BENEDIKTSSON, prime

AP Wirephofo

minister of Iceland, his wife and

their grandson died in a fire that swept their summer home Thurs-

day night.

Premier of Iceland,

Kin Perish in Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (UPI)—Premier

Bjarni Benediktsson, 62, his wife and
their 2-year-old grandson were Killed
Thursday night in a fire that destroyed
the premier’s summer home.

An official government spokesman,
announcing the deaths, said the cause of
the fire at Thingvellir residence, 31
miles outside the capital, had not been
disclosed.

“This is an immense tragedy for our
country,” the spokesman said in a shaky
voice.

“But the shock is so
of us cannot believe it is true.”

Most of Iceland's 200,000 residents
first learned of the tragedy on morn-

severe that many

ing radio newscasts. Flags were lowered
to half-staff.

The Rev. Eirikur Ericksson, who lives
near the government residence, said he
discovered the fire at 12:40 a.m. (7:40
p.m. EST) and sounded the alarm. The
house was destroyed before the
engines arrived from the capital,
miles away.

fire
31

The premier and his wife and grand-
son arrived Thursday and Benediktsson
was to have made a speech Friday in a
village on Iceland’s northern coast.

Benediktsson, 62, was appointed prime
minister in 1963 and was leading a coali-
tion government of his own Independ-
ence Party and the Social Democratic
IParl_\’.

THE PREMIER BEGAN his career as

la lawyer and later served as professor
of law at the University of Reykjavik.

He entered government service in 1947
as foreign and justice minister and

' remained in that post until 1953.

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarna Bened

He then held the post of combined
minister of justice and education until
1956 when he left the government and
became editor of Iceland's most influen-
tial newspaper, Morgunbladid.

Benedikisson re-entered the govern-
ment in 1959 as minister of justice. He
took over as prime minister Nov. 14,
1963, from Olavur Thors.

Benediktsson was married to the for-
mer Sigrid Tormodsdottir, 60. They were
cied in 1342 apd had & Gaughters

mna nad thes
son,

5 L4
and one




Wife, Grandson Die in Fire

REYKJAVIK, Tceland found in the ashes of the
(UPI) —Prime Minis. four-rcom wooden house at
Bjarne Benediktsson, his Thingvellir 31 miles from
wife and their 4-year-old Reykjavik.
grandson were Killed in a fire [he little boy was the scn
early Friday that destroyed of Benediktsson's daughter
their summer house and Valgerdu
plunged this nation into deep A few hours after the in-
mourning. cident, the cabinet met iIn
The bodies of Benedikt- emergency session and
sson, 62, his wife Sigridur, named Johann Hafstein, the
60, and the couple's grand- Minister of Justice and Ia-
gon, Benedikt Gylfason, were dustries, as acting Prime

BJARNE BENEDIKTSSON SIGRIDUR BENEDIKTSSON

Die in FKire

Bjarni Benedikisson, prime minister of Iceland,

and his wife, along with their grandson, died in a

fire that swept their summer home Thursday

night. The wooden cotiage was locaied at zhing-
veille, 30 miles from Reykajavik.

Minister to guide this NATO
ally of the United States
pending new elections.

The house was razed
before the fire brigade
Reykjavik arrived. Neigh
bors said they had believed
the house was empty

Government officials id
that only after they found the
prime minister's Reykjavik
home vacant did they realize
Benediktsso n and his family
had beea killed in the fire

The government said
cause of the fire was stil
unclear. But officiali said a
paraffin heater cald have
touched off the blazk

brgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur
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[celand’s Prime Minister
Is Killed in Cottage Fire

Reykjavik, Iceland (® — Police sifted through the ruins of a
wodden cottage Friday seeking the cause of fire and ¢xplosion
which killed Iceland’s prime minister, Bjarni Benedikisson, his
wife and a grandson during the night.

Flags were flown at half staff S
throughout Iceland in mourning aboard one of the airliners when
for the 62-year-old government the tragedy occurred. Her hus-
chief who had wielded a power-|band, Vilmundar Gislason, is the
ful influence on the politics of|son of the culture minister, Gylfi

this northern island nation. Joh- Gislason. )
ann Hasstein, minister of Justice| Benedikisson was born  in
and Industry, took over as acting Reykjavik on April 30, 1908, He
prime minister. studied law at the_Lm‘verfm_\' of
A priest who lived nearby saw Iceland fn(l later 1;1 berhn“ami
the flames coming from the cot.|Copenhagen. In 1932, he became |
age Thursday night in Ting-|3 professor at the University of
= Tyl e . .="Tceland and stayed in that post
vellir, 40 miles from Reykjavik, |41 1940 That year he became
and turned in th‘c alarn_l_ 'mayor of Re}'kjii\'ik and stayed
A party of Danish tourists al?“ on until 1947 when he was named
saw the fire and hastened 1o ninister of justice and foreign|
.t.he scene, but by the time lh_e-“iaffairs. In that capacity he was
\reached the house, it was anfone of the signers of the Atlantic
inferno, A few minutes later, an|Treaty in Washington in 1949,
lexplosion lifted off the roof. Benediktsson was editor of the
When a fire brigade arrived|Reykjavienewspaper Morgunbla-
from Reykjavik an hour later,|did and held other ministerial
they found only ruins and the|posts until he became prime
charred remains of the prime|minister in 1963.
minister, his 50-year-old wife,l] The summer residence at
Sigridur, and grandson, Bene- Tinvellir was on the site of the
dikt, 4. |world’s first parliament which
The child was the son of Benevidatwl back to 930 A. D. the
diktsson’s daughler, Vala, an air{bouse was Budlt im 1830 to mark |
hostess with Icelandic Airways.|the 1,000th anniversary of the
She was on a flight to New York |legislature.
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Iceland’s

Premier

Is Killed

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (UPI)
—Premier Bjarne Benedik-
tsson, 62, his wife and their 2-
year-old grandson were killed
Thursday night in a fire that
destroyed the premier’s sum-
mer home.

An official government
spokesman, ~ announcing the
deaths, said the cause of the
fire at Thingvellir residence, 31
miles outside the capital, had
not been disclosed.

“This is an immense tragedy
for our country,” the spokes-
man said in a shaky voice.
“But the shock is so severe
that many of us cannot believe
it is true.”

Most of Iceland’s 200,000
residents first heard of the
ltragedy on morning radio
| newscasts. Flags were lowered
to half-staff.

The Rev. Eirikur Eriksson,j
who lives near the governmentj
residence, said he discovered|
the fire at 12:40 am. and
sounded the alarm. The house
was destroyed before the fire
engines arrived from the capital,
31 miles away.

The premier and his wife and
grandson arrived Thursday and
Benediktsson was to have made
|a speech today in a village on
Iceland’s northern coast.




B

“JUL 12 1970
Fire Kills

Icelandic
Official

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (UPI)
—An electrical short circuit!
may have sparked the fire that
killed Iclandic Prime Minister,
Bjarni Benediktsson, his wife
and a grandson, police said
Saturday.

Iceland began preparing a
state funeral for next Thursday

for Benediktsson while police
sifted the rubble of government
house where the three died
|Friday.

Police authorities said the
fire left them with a few clues,
(but that it appeared an
lelctrical failure such as a
ishort ecircuit—rather than a
paraffin stove as they first
believed—started the blaze.
The government said the
funeral will take place at
Rykjavik’s Cathedral at 2 p.m.
Thursday. Icelandic Archbishop
Segrudbjourn Einarsson will
officiate.

Government officials said
President Nixon, Queen Eli-
zabeth of Britain, King Olav V
of Norway, King Gustav Adolf
of Sweden and President Urho
Kekkonen of Finland were]
among among those who sent
jmessages of sympathy an
Benediktsson’s death.
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ICELANDERS TODAY mourned the death
of Prime Minister Bjarni Benediktsson, killed

in a fire. while Johann Hafstein, minister of
justice and industry, temporarily took the reins
of government in the Arctic Circle nation.
Flags were at half staff and police and firemen
sifted the ruins of the kummm cottage in which
Renediktsson, 62. his wife and a grandson
burned fo death 'l‘Hur.».&;w night. President
Kristjan Eldjarn, after meeting with members
of the cabinet yesterday, asked Hafstein to
take over as acting prime minister.




celand’s Premier
Loses Life in Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP) — [Sigridur, and grandson,
Police sifted through the ruins |dikt, 4.
of a wooden cottage Friday| The child was the son of Bene-
seeking the cause of fire and ex-|dijktsson’s daughter Vala, an
plosion which killed Iceland’s|gair hostess with Icelandic Air-
prime minister, Bjarni Bene-|ways. She was on a flight to
diktsson, his wife and a grand-|New York aboard one of the air-
son during the night. |liners when the tragedvy oc-

Flags were flown at half staff |curred. Her husband, Vilmundar |
throughout Iceland in mourning |Gislason, is the son of the cul-
for the 62-year-old government |ture minister, Gylfi Gislason.
chief who had wielded a pow-| The summer residence at|
erful influence on the politics of | minavellir was on the site of the
this northern island nation.l“‘m?]dn\. first parliament which
Johann Hafstein, minister of|gated back to 930 A.D. The house
Justice and Industry, took over|yas hyilt in 1930 to mark the
as acting prime minister. [1,000th anniversary of the legis-

A priest who lived nearby saw |lature. £ }
the flames coming from the cot-
age Thursday night in Tingvel-|
lic, 40 miles from Reykjavik,)|
and turned in the alarm.

A party of Danish tourists also
saw the fire and hastened to the
scene, but by the time they
reached the house, it was an in-
ferno. A few minutes later, an
explosion lifted off the roof.

When a fire brigade arrived
from Reykjavik an hour later,
they found only ruins and the
charred remains of the prime
minister, his 50-year-old wife,

liene-l

ssonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur
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