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Iceland’s Prime Minister,
Wife and Grandson Die
In Cottage Fire, Blast

REYKJAVIK, Iceland
Police sifted through the
ruins of a wooden cottage Fri
day seeking the cause of fire
and explosion which killed Ice-|
land’s prime minister, Bjumi1
Benediktsson, his and a
grandson during the night

(AP) |

wile

Flags were flown at half staff |

throughout Iceland in mourning |
for the 62-year-old government
chief who had wielded a power-
ful influence on the politics of |
this northern nation.
Johann of |
Justice and Industry, took over |
as acting prime minister ‘

A priest who lived nearby

island

Hafstein, minister

saw
the flames coming from the cot- |
tage Thursday night in Tingvel- |
lir, 40 Reykjavik,
and turned in the alarm. .

A party of Danish tourists |
also saw the fire and hastened
to the scene, but by the rimv:‘
they reached the house, it was|
an inferno. A few minutes later, |
an explosion lifted off the roof.

When a fire brigade
from Reykjavik an hour later,
they found only ruins and the
charred remains of the prime
minister, his 50-year-old wife,
Sigridur, and Bene
dikt, 4.

The child was the son of Bene-
diktsson’s daughter, Vala, an

miles from

arrived

grandson,

air hostess with Icelandic Air-
ways. She was on a flight to
New York aboard one of the air-
liners when the
curred,

The summer
Tingvellir

El]l&!l.‘l'.[_\i oc-

residence at
on the site of
the world’s first parliament
which dated back to 930 AD.
The house was built in 1930 to
mark th 1,00th anniversary of
the legislature.

was
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lceland official
killed in fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland' (AP)
—Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Be-
nediktsson, his wife and a
grandson were killed in a fire at
the premier’s summer home
Thursday night.

A priest living nearby discov-
ered the fire in the wooden cot-
tage at Ghingveille, 30 miles
from Reykajavik. He raised the
alarm, but when firemen
reached the house, they found
‘the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the
government and was used by
members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-
ditksson was 62. He became
chairman of the Independence
party and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of his
health. Beneditksson had been
minister of justice and then for-
eign minister under Thors.
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lceland’s

ruler killed

REYKJIAVIK, Iceland (AP)
[celand’s premier, Bjarni Be

nediktsson, his wife and a
grandson were Killed in a fire at

he premier’'s summer home
Thursday night.
A priest living nearby discov-
ered the fire in the wooden coi-
at Ghingveille, 30 miles
om Reykjavik. He raised the
alarm but  when firemen|
jreached the house, they found
he threz bodies.

The' cottage was owned by the
government and was used by
members of the cabinet.

A former law profizssor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-
ditksson was 62. He became
chairman of the Independence
party and premier in 7\.\ 2mber
1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of his
health. Beneditksson had bheen
ministar of justice m<| then for
eign minister under Thors.




Front
Fage

5-DISPATCH

CIRC. N-A

Iceland
premier

L] L] L]
dies in fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP) —
Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Be-
nediktsson, his wife and a grandson
were Killed in a fire at the premier’s
summer home Thursday night.

A priest living nearby discovered the
fire in the wooden cottage at
Ghingveille, 30 miles from Reykajavik.
He raised the alarm, but
firemen reached the house,
found the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the
government and was used by members
of the cabinet.

A former law professor and mayor of
Reykjavik, Dr. Beneditksson was 62.
He became chairman of the
Independence party and premier in
November 1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of his health.
Beneditksson had been minister of

justice and then foreign minister under
Thors.
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Iceland’s Leader

Wife, Child Die

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (UPI)
—Iceland’s prime minister, Dr. Bjarne
Benediktsson, his wife and their four-
year-old grandson died when a fire razed
the government’s summer house early
today, the government said.

The small wooden house at Thingvellir,
31 miles outside Reykjavik burned down
before the fire brigade arrived from
Reykjavik.

Firemen found the bodies of the 62-year-
old prime minister, his 60-year-old wife
and their grandson in the rubble, The
bodies were taken to a chapel in
Revkiavik.
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Blount, Allott,

|\McGee Aitend
‘Icelqnd Funeral

WASHINGTON (UPI)—Post-
‘-master Gen. Winton Blount
wi'l represent the President at
lthe funeral service of Prime
Minister Bjarni Benediktsson
lof Iceland, the White House
| announiced” Wednesday,

The funeral service for the
Jate prime minister, killed
with his wife and a grand-
‘Lrhild in a fire at their summer

Jast weekend, was plan
; in Reykjavik, Ice
|1and.

Blount, who left Wednesday
[night is accompanied by Sens
8 Gordon  Al'oit, R-Colo., an
Sen. Gale McGee.
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Blount to attend
funeral in Iceland

WASHINGTON (UPI) —Post-
master General Winton— M.
Blount™Will' represent President
Nixon at funeral services today
for the late prime minister of
Iceland, Bjarni Benediktsson.

Blounf will be accompanied
by Sens. Gordon Allott. R-Colo..
and Gail McGhee, D-Wyo, The
prime minister, his wife and a
grandchild died in a fire last|
weekend. -‘
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REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Be-
nediktsson, his wife and a
grandson were killed in a fire at
the premier's summer home
Thursday night,

A priest living nearby discov-
ered the fire in the wooden cot-
tage at Tigvelllr 40 miles
from Reykajavik. He raised the
alarm, but when firemen
reached the house, they found
the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by the
government and was used by
members of the cabinet

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-
ditksson was 62, He became
chairman of the Independence
party and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of his
health. Beneditksson had been
minister of justice and then for-
eign minister under Thors.

Johann Hasstein, minister of
justice and industry, took over
as acting prime minister.

Mrs. Sigridue Benediktosson
was 50; ihcn' grandson was 4.
Police ed through the ruins
in koalch of the cause of the

tragedy.
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“Iceland Mourns
Fire Death of
Its Premier

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)

Icelanders Saturday mourned

he death of Prime Minister
Bjarni Benediktsson, killed in a
fire, while Johann Hafstein,
minister of justice and industry,
temporarily took the reins of
government in the Arctic Circle
nation.

Flags were at half staff and
police and firemen sifted the
ruins of the summer cottage in
which Benediktsson, 62, his wife
and a grandson burned to death
Thursday night.

President Kristjan Eldjarn,
after meeting with members of
the cabinet Friday, asked Haf-
stein Yo take over as acling
prime minister of the coalition
government of Benediktsson's
Independent party and the So-
cial Democrats. ‘

Witnesses who saw the flames
shooting from the summer
house of the prime minister in
| Tingvellir, 40 miles from Reyk-
javik, said the blaze was punc-
|tuated by an explosion that tore
!off the roof. The cause of the
fire was not known.

After the blaze was con-
trolled, firemen found the}
'charred remains of Benedikis-
son, his 50-year-old wife, Sigri-
{dur, and grandson, Benediki, 4.

The child was the son of the
|prime  minister’s  daughter,
Vala, a hostess on Icelandic Air-
ways. She was aboard a flight to
New York when the tragedy oc-
curred.

Benediktsson was born
Reykjavik April 30, 1908. He
studied law at the University of
Iceland and lafer in Berlin and
Copenhagen. In 1932, he became
a professor at the University o
Iceland and remained in that
post until 1940,

He entered politics with his
.\eler_tirm as mayor of Reykjavik
in 1940, serving until 1947, whe
|he was named minister of jus
|tice and foreign affairs. He wa
one of ihe signers of the Atlanti
Treaty in Washington in 1949.

Benediktsson was editor of the
Reykajavik newspaper Morgun
bladid and held other ministe
rial posts uniii he became prime
minister in 1963,
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lcelgnd
Premier
Killed

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni
Benediktsson, hi; wife and a
grandson were killed in a fire
at the premier's summer
home Thursday night.

A priest living nearby dis-
covered the fire in the wooden
cottage at Ghingveille, 30
miles. from Reykajavik. He
raised the alarm, but when
ifiremen reached the house,
they found the three bodies.

The cottage was owned by

the government and was used
by members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Ben-
editksson was 62. He became
chairman of the Independence
party and premier in Novem-
ber 1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of his
health. Beneditksson had been
minister of justice and then
foreign minister under Thors.

Johann Hasstein, minister of
justice and industry, took over
as acting prime minister.

Mrs. Sigridur Benediktosson
was 50; their grandson was 4.

Police sifted through the
ruins in search of the cause of‘_

the tragedy.
§
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ottage Fire
Kills Minister
Of Iceland

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP) — Police
sifted through the ruins of a wooden cot-
tage Friday seeking the cause of fire and
explosion which killed Iceland’s prime
minister, Bjarni Benediktsson, his wife
and a grandson during the night.

Flags were flown at half staff through-
out Iceland in mourning for the 62-year-
old government chief who had wielded a
powerful influence on the politics of this
northern island nation. Johnson Hafstein,
minister of Justice and Industry, took
over as acting prime minister.

A priest who lived nearby saw the
flames coming from the cottage Thursday
night in Tingvellir, 40 miles from Reykja-
vik, and turned in the alarm.

A party of Danish tourists also saw the
fire and hastened to the scene, but by the
time they reached the house, it was an
inferno. A few minutes later, an explosion
lifted off the roof.

When a fire brigade arrived from
Reykjavik an hour later, they found only
ruins and the charred remains of the
prime minister, his 50-year-old wife, Sig-
ridur, and grandson, Benefikt, 4.

The child was the son of Benedikts-
son’s daughter, Vala, an air hostess with
Icelandic Airways. She was on a flight to

I York aboard one of the airliners
Py edy ?c‘%red_ Her husband,

Continued from Page 1

Vilmundar Gislason, is the son of the cul-
ture minister, Gylfi Gislason.
Benediktsson was born in Reykjavik on
April 30, 1908. He studied law at the Uni-
versity of Iceland and later in Berlin and
Copenhagen. In 1932, he became a profes-
sor at the University of Iceland and
stayed in that post until 1940. That year he
became mayor of Reykjavik and stayed
on until 1947 when he was named minister
of justice and foreign affairs. In that ca-

pacity he was one of the signers of the
Atlantic Treaty in Washington in 1949.

Benediktsson was editor of the Reykija-
vie newspaper Morgunbladid and held
other ministerial posts until he became
prime minister in 1963.

The summer residence at Tingvellir
was on the site of the world’s first parlia-
ment which dated back to 930 A.D. the
house was built in 1930 to mark; the 3 M6t
anniversary of the legislature.

Benediktsson
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Date
Datum

Isiﬁndischer Ministerprésident bei Brand
ums Leben gekommen

Kopenhagen, 10. Der islindische Mi-
nisterprisident, Bjarni Benediktsson, ist in der
vergangenen Nacht zusammen mit seiner
Frau und einem Enkelkind bei einem Brand
ums Leben gekommen. Dies wurde in Kopen-
hagen bekannt.

Seit 1963 Repgierungschef
Der am 30. April 1909 in Reykjavik gebo-
rene Jurist war 1963 Regierungschef Islands
geworden. Bereits 1942 gehorte er dem
islindischen Parlament als Mitglied der kon-
servativen Unabhangigkeitspartei an, In den

seit

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarng

Jahren 1947 bis 1953 war Benediktsson gleiche
zeitig Aussen- und Justizminister. In spiteren
Jahren hatte er dann auch die Ressorts Fr-
ziechung, Industrie und das Ministerium fiir
Fischereigrenzen geleitet,

Feuer im Sommerhaus

Das Ehepaar Benediktsson etwa
zweijahrige Sohn einer Tochter verbrannten
bei eimnem Feuer in ihrem %I\H)H']l_‘rh‘!‘\\ r)ie
Ungliicksstiitte liegt etwa 60 km von Reykja-~
vik entfernt

und der

Sommerhaus gehorte der Regierung

Die Brandursache war an eutigen Vormit-
tag noch unbekannt. Das haus war
ein altes Holzhaus, das dem islindischen Staat
gehorte. Es wurde von Mitgliedern der Re-
gierung zu Wochenend- und Ferienaufenthals
ten benutzt.

Sommer

seine
das
blei«

B0 Ll

Benediktsson und

Frau Sigridur waren Donnerstag in
Sommerhaus gereist, wo sie einige Tag
ben wllten. Der Brand wurde was

naheliegenden Hotel aus entdeckt

Ministerprasident

aim
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Blaze Kills

Premier of
Iceland

REYKJAVIK,
(AP) Iceland’s premier,
Bjarni Benediktsson, 62, his
wife and a grandson died in a
fire at the premier’s summer
home Thursday night.

Johann Hasstein, minister of
justice and industry, took over
as acting prime minister.

A priest living-nearby and a
party of Danish tourists saw
the fire in the wooden cottage
at Tingvellir, about 40 miles
from Reykajavik, but were not
able to do anything to save the
three.

By the time the. fire brigade
arrived from Reykajavik, there
was virtually nothing left of the
cottage

ICELAND

Since 1963

A former law professor,
newspaper editor and mayor of
Reykjavik, Dr. Benediktsson be-
came chairman of the Inde-
pendence party and premier in
November, 1963, when Premier
Olafur Thors resigned because
of health. Beneditksson haa
been minister of Justice and
foreign minister under Thors.

Benediktsson’s wife, Sigridur,
was 50; their grandson was 4.

Police sifted the ruins u
search of the cause of th
tragedy.

The night was described §
cold. Police said an oil tak|
exploded in the house durig
the fire and apparently contib-
uted to its intensity.

Air Hostess

The grandson, Benedikt Vil-
mundarson, was the son & the
prime minister’s daghter,
Vala, an air hostess wifi Ice-
landic Airways. :

Her husband, Vilmundr Gis-
lason, is the son of the ninister
of culture, Dr. Gylfi Gidason

At the time of the fragedy,
the boy’s mother wis on a
flight to New York o1 an Ice-
landie Airways passenger
liner.

The Benedikissons are sur-
vived by two other daughters

and a son, who is studying law |

in Reykjavik.

The summer residence at
Tingvellir, on the site of the
world’s first parliament, dating
back to 930 A.D., was built to
mark the thousandth anpiversa-

ry in 1930. Originally intended |
to house the visiting Danish j

V

BJARNI
BENEDIKTSSON

SIGRIDUR
BENEDIKTSSON

king and queen that year, it
later became a retreat for
prime ministers and other Cabi-
net members.
[ ] L] L ]

Benediktsson was the foreign
minister responsible for taking
his country into the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization after
World War 11

In February,
dignantly protested against
proposal made in the U.S
House of Representatives that
Iceland should be invited to
join the United States as the
forty-ninth state

Icelandic newspapers at the
time treated the proposal, by a
Republican congressman,
ridiculous and below consid-
eyation.

I‘M.'-n., j';:'

ds

tssonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur




* Iceland Chief,
Wife, Grandso
Killed In Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Iceland’s premier, Bjarni Be-
nediktsson, his wife and a
grandson were killed in a fire at
the premier’'s summer home
Thursday night.

A priest living nearby discov-
ered the fire in the wooden cot-
tage at Tingevillir, 40 miles from
Reykjavik. He raised the alarm,
but when firemen reached the
house, they found the three bo-
dies.

The cottage was owned by the
government and was used by
members of the cabinet.

A former law professor and
mayor of Reykjavik, Dr. Bene-
ditksson was 62. He became
chairman of the Independence
party and premier in November
1963, when Premier Olafur
Thors resigned because of his|]
health. Beneditksson had been
minister of justice and then for-
eign minister under Thors

Johann Hasstein, minister of
justice and industry, took overd
as acting prime minister

Mrs. Sigridur Benediktosson
was 50; their grandson was 4.

Police sifted through the ruinsit
in search of the cause of thel]
tragedy |

A party of Danish fourists alsolq
saw the blaze, raised the alarmij
but added that by the time they
reached the scene the building|
was an inferno and they couldj]
do nothing.

Four-year-old Benedikt Vilmun-|]
darson was the son of the prime|}
minister's daughter Vala, an air
hostess with Icelandic Airways. |

Her husband, Vilmundar Gisla-
son, is the son of the minister|
of culture, Dr. Gylfi Gislason. |

At the time of the tragedy, the|
boy's mother was on a filght to
New York en an Icelandic Air-|
ways passenger liner,

[ it




EVENING EXPRESS
(ABERDEEN)

Daily Circ, 73,557

ICELAND'S 6" -year- old Prime

Bjarni Benediktsson was bur

early today along with his

grandson at a summer

valla, near Reykjavik.

house

Minister

nr'd 10 death

wife and a

at Thing-

The prime minister, his wife, Sigridur

BJorrnsdottir,
son,
there to spend the night,

Firemen rushed to the
scene when the alarm was
raised but the wooden build-
ing was soon reduced to
ashes,

A neighbour raised the
alarm when he saw the house
in flames,

Mr Benediktsson had been
Iceland's prime minister since
1963, and was the minister re-
sponsible for taking his
country into NATO after
World War IL

This island nation, just be-
low the Arctic Circle, went
into a state of mourning to-
day as news of the tragedy
was circulated.

Flags flew at half mast and
the radio played solemn
music.

Thingvalla is 38 miles from

the capital and is owned by
the state,

ALARM

In the early hours of this
morning, a neighbour saw the
1ouse in flames and raised the
alarm. But it was too late.

The Prime Minister was to
attend a political meeting in
Revkjavik during the week-
end.

Mr Benediktsson, born in
1008, made his mark in poli-
tics as post-war Foreign Mini-
ster, when he was respon-
sible for taking Iceland into
NATO.

Before going into politics
in 1940 as Reykjavik's mayor,
he was Professor of Juris-
prudence at Reykjavik Uni-
versity.

He became Prime Minister
in November, 19€3, heading
a coalition government of his
own Independent Party and
the Social Democrats.

Benedikt Wilmundarsson,

and his two-year-old grand-

had

gone

BJARNI BENEDIKTSSON

Iceland has been an
pendent republic, with
elected president, since
severed its links with
Danish Crown in 1944,

Police recovered the
charred bodies from the
smoking ruin today and said |
their position indicated that
both the Premier and his
wifa had swakened and tried
to escape, but got only a few
steps before being overtaken
by the flames.

inde-
an
it
the

pbrgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur
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Standard Foreign News Desk

ICELAND'S Prime Minister, Dr. Bjarni Benediktsson,
GZ, his wWile sigrigur, 60U, and their grandson, Benedikt,
aged four, died early today when fire gutted the Govern-
ment’s country residence at Thingvellir, 31 miles from
the capital Reykjavik.

A spol 1an for the Prime

£ s Office in Rey il

Dr. A

wife
Thingvel
- 10T

BJARNE BENEDIKTSSONM

The bodies  « the  Prime

‘ontinued Back Page Col. 3
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and their
to a chapel

Minist
aTaANI

o
wiie

» taken

was used as sum-
mer residence for all Cabinet
members, who rotated their holi-
days there. It was built_in 1907
for the visit of King Frederik
VIII of Denmark

Flags flew at half
Reykjavik and other

mmunities. Radio
changed its . programme
plaved solemn music,

An official spokesman said an
emergency Cabinet meeting
would be held later today to
decide who should take over as
acting Prime Minister.

The spokesman added : * It is
likely that Mr. Johann Hafstein,
the Deputy Chairman of the
Independence Party will become
acting Prime Minister.”

Dr. Beneditksson, chairman of
the Independence Party, became
coalition Prime Minister in 1963
He had previously served
Minister of Justice @ y
Minister. He was I
taking Tceland into

Dr. Beneditksson

mast in
Icelandic

Iceland
and

became a

MRS. SIGRIGUR

BENEDIKTSSON
Professor of Law at the Univer
sity of Tcelund at the age of
He served for some years ¢
Mayor of Reykjavik. He leayes ¢
son and thres-daughters,

Tceland, with a population of

200,000, has been an independent
repinlic with Tamn slected Presi-
dent since it severed its links
with the Danish Crown in 1944,
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'*d R BJjARNI BENEDIKTSSON,
=" Prime Minister of Ice-
land since 1963, has died

After gaining law degrees at
niversities of Iceland and
in, Mr Benediktsson became
Professor of Law at Iceland
University in 19 a post he
held until 1940, when he became
Mayor of Reyvkjavik and entered
national politics, He was re-
elected as mayor in 1942 and
elected to the Iceland legis-
lative assembly, the Althing

From 1947 to 1953 he was
Minister of Foreign Affairs
after a year as Iceland’s
representative at the United
Nations. He was successively
Minister of Justice and Educa-
tion, President of the Althing
and Minister of Justice and
Industry.

He was Prime Minister for
the last four mc 1s of 1961
and leader of the Independence
party.

Coalition government

Prime Minister of In the following vear he
his wife, Sigridur, 50, who died early Minister of Justice and Industry
? T before returning as Prime Min-
ister in 1963. His Independence
hingvellir. 3 srandson, Benedikt, 4, was party was in coalition with the

_Social-Democratic party.

ien fire destroyed their summer home

For three vears until 1959 Mr
Benediktsson was chief editor
of Morgunbladid. 1 first wife |
Valgerdur died in 1¢ In 1943
he married S lur Bjornsdottir
and they had one son and three
daughters |

Mr Benediktsson’s distin-
guished political career, which
spanned two crises in Iceland’s
history, the 1939-45 War and the
declaration of complete inde-
pendence from Denmark, earned
him important decorations from
many European countries, in-
cluding the King’s Medal for
Service in the Cause of Free-
dom, hestowed by King

uturge

London Day by Day—P10
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land is kil

By GEORGE FALLOWS

T HE people of Iceland, were horror-stricken yes-
terday at the tragic death of their Prime
Minister, his wife and grandchild in a hlaze which
destroyed his summer home,
Their remains were founc
at T firemen

Bjarne
51, and
four-y ]
Benedikt g
1ffocated by

Reykjavikur
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Iceland P.M. dies in fire;

REYKJAVIK., — Ilce-
land’s Prime Minister,

Mr Bjarni Benediktisson,
his wife and grandson

died tragically early yes-
terday in a fire that de-
stroyed the Premier’s
official summer residence
at Thingvalla, 38 miles
from Reykjavik.

The blaze gutted the
small, timber structure,
trapping the 62-year-old
Premier and his family
inside.

Police recovered the
charred bodies from the
smoking ruin and said
their position indicated
both the Premier and Lis
wife had awakened and

tried to escape, but got
only a few steps before
being overtaken by the
flames.

The Prime Minister
his wife Sigridur, 51, and
their daughter’s four-
year-old som, Benedikt
Wilmundarsson, arrived
on Thursday to spend a
few quiet hours at the
summer residence, built
in 1907 to house King
Frederick, of Denmark,
when he visited Iceland,
then part of the Danish
Kingdom.

It was a favourite
haunt of the Prime Min-
wherr he  enid

isiee’s

relax away from official

duties and play the fam-
fly man.

They arrived without
servants and settled down
on what was a bitterly
cold night with a strong
northerly wind whipping
snow around nearby
mountain peaks

About 1.30 a.m. yester-
day morning some Dutch
campers whose tents
were blown down in the
wind, noticed a fire in
what they first took to be
They
told the porter of a near-
by hotel who realised the
Prime family
wesl
raised the alarm. But be-

an empty house,

Minister’s
residene:

O TIE

fore the brigade arrived,
the timber structure had
been reduced to ashes.
While this island nation
near the Arctic
went into a state of
the President,
Dr Kristjan Eldjarn, was
meeting members of the
Government
successor to

circle

mourning,

to discuss a

Mr Bene-
diktsson, who had headed
a coalition Government
of his own Independent
Party and the Social
Democrats since Novem-
ber, 1963.

The Justice Minister,
Mr Johann Hofstein, was
Intesr appoisied  Frivne
Minister.—~NZPA-Reuter.




The Hawke's Bay Herald-Tribune
Hawkes 750‘, Province
‘:H\:Hli'\fl:’-ﬂ U,.‘]J"‘.i.“. ‘IBEOD

Iceland flre fragedy

PM, wife and

grandson die

NZPA-Reuter—Copyright

Reykjavik, July 10

Iceland’s Prime Minister Bjarni

Benediktsson, his wife and grandson

died tragically early today in a fire that

destroyed the Premier’s official summer

residence at Thingvalla, 38 miles outslde
Reykjavik,

The blaze glltth the |in residence and raised the |

- | alarm.
small, timber structure But before the fire brigade

trapping the 62-year Qld arrived, the timber structure
Premier and his family [had been reduced to ashes. A
inside. police officer who tried to en-
ter the building at the height |
Police recovered the char- |of the blaze was driven back |
red bodies from the smoking |by the flames.
ruin this morning and said Justice Minister Johann
their position indicated both Hafstein took over tonight as
the Premier and his wife |Iceland’s new Premier.
had awakened and tried to
escape but got only a few
steps before being overtaken
by the flames.
QUIET HOURS
The Prime Minister, his
wife  Sigridur and their
daughter’'s two-year-old son
Benedikt Wilmundarsson, ar-
rived yesterday to spend a
few quiet hours at the sum-
mer residence, built in 1907 to
house King Frederick of Den-
mark when he visited Iceland.
It was a favourite haunt
of the Prime Minister’s
where he could relax away
from official duties and play
the family man.

They arrived without even |
servants and settled down on
what was a bitterly cold night
with a strong northerly wind
whipping snow around nearby |
mountain peaks.

f
|
About 1.30 this morning |
ing some Dutch campers |
whose tent were blown down

in the wind noticed a fire in |

what they first took to be |

an empty house.

They (ol the porfer of & [ EECEIERE ERE RN Ol
nearby hotel who realised the
Prime Minister's family were |
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ICELAND’S
PM DIES
TRAGICALLY

(N.Z.P.A.-Reuter, Copyright)
|  Reykjavik, July 10" — Ice-
| land’s Prime Minister Bjarni
Benediktsson, his wife and
| grandson died tragically ear-
|1y today in a fire that des-
| troyed the Premier's official
summer residence at Thing-
valla, 38 miles outside Rey-
kjavig.
jir The blaze gutted the
| small, timl structure trap-
| ping the 62-year-old Premie
and his family inside.
| Police recovered the char-
| red bodies from the smoking
ruin this morning and said
their position indicated both
| the Premier and his wife
had awakened and tried to
escape, but got only a few
| steps before being overtaken
by the flames.

The Prime Minister, his
wife, S dur, and their
daughter’'s two-year-old son,
Benedikt Wilmundarsson, ar-
rived yesterday to spend a
few quiet hours at the sum-
mer residence buill in 1907
to house King Frederick of
Denmark when he visited
Iceland.

While this igland mnation
near the Arcticd®Circle went
into a state of smourning to-
day, the President, Dr
Kristjan Eldjarn, was meel-
ing members of the Govern-
ment to discuss a successor
to Mr Benediktsson. He had |
headed a Coalition Govern- |
ment of his own Independent |
Party and the Social Demo-
crats since November, 1963.

Justice Minister Johann
Hafstein took over tonight as |
Iceland's new Premier. |
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Iceland’s P.M.. wife
orandson die in fire

REYRKJAVIK, July 10 (NZPA-Reuter)
—Iceland’s Prime Minister Bjarni Bene-
diktsson, and grandson died
tragically early today in a fire that des-
troyed the Premier’s official summer resid-
ence at Thingvalla, 38 miles outside Rey-
kjavik.

The blaze gufted the small, timber
structure, {irapping 62-year-old
Premier and his family inside.

his wife

the

Police recovered the charred bodies
from the smoking ruin this morning and
said position both the

Premier and his wife had awakened and

their indicated
tried to escape but got only a few steps
before being overtaken by the flames,
The Prime Minister, his wife Sigridur
and their daughter's twe-year-old son
Benedikt Wilmundarsson, arrived yester-
day to spend a few hours at the
< ¥ E
huiltw Lo
of Denmark

Giiet

swemer residenee, (0 honse

King Frederick when he
B

visited Iceland.

It was a favourite haunt of the Prime
Minister, he could relax away
from official duties and play the family
man.

where

They arrived without even servants
and settled down on wha! way a kitierly

cold night with a strong northerly wind
whipping snow around nearby mountain
peaks.

About 1.30 o'clock this morning some
Dutch campers whose tents were blown
down in the wind noticed a fire in what
they first took to be an empty house.
They told the porter of a nearby hotel
who realised the Prime Minister’s family
were in residence and raised the alarm.

But before the fire brigade arrived,
the timber structure had been reduced to
ashes. A police officer who tried to enter
the building at the height of the blaze
was driven back by the flames,

Police investigating the blaze were
not immediately able to say how the fire
started. Bul they said an oil tank ex-
ploded inside the house during the fire
and apparently coniributed to
tensity of the blaze.

While this Sland nation near the
Arctic circle went into a state of mourn-
ing today, the President, Dr Kristjan
Eldjarn, meeting members of the
Government to discuss a suceessor to Mr
Benedikisson. Ife had headed a coalition
Government of his Independent
Party and the Social Democrats since

Novem:ler, 1862

the in-

was

own
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Premier Dies
In Blaze

COPENHAGEN

Iceland’s Prime Minister,
Mr Bjarni Benediktsson, his
wife, and a two-year-old
grandson died when a
summer house in which
thev were staying at Thing-
valla, near Reykjavik,
burned down last night.

They had gone to the
summer hl'lLl.Se fnr {he
night.

A neighbour saw the
house in flames and raised
the alarm. By the time
firemen arrived, the wood-
en summer house was in
ashes.
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PM OF ICELAND
DIES IN BLAZE

(NZPA-Reuter Copyright)
REYKJAVIK, July 10.—The Justice Minister

Mr Hafstein, took over

tonight as Iceland’s new Premier after the death in a blazing summer house
of the Prime Minister, Mr Benedikisson, strongman of Icelandic polities.

\l] I—\ll.'”l.'li“\“"-“““- 62 I'he lIH'f'{"\\I’!(‘. ..'t|FIIIP n
(h(_‘(l in the fire early to the I !'I'IHIIH' 8 ulh: I.'lll ‘ sum
s 3 = i N . ; mer residence a nistoric
d_,d“ ‘llt!IW,. _\HHI his wile Fhingvalla, former seat ol
-\"f—‘i‘ldl“ 51, and then Parliamenl, when fire bhroke
four-year-old  grandsomn, out in the early hours of this
Benedikt Wilmundars-, morning
son, The ti
in 1907

King dur

then part of the Danish
dom, was reduced to ashes 1
little more in 15 minutes

with the Prime Minister and

his family trapped inside
By the time
brigade arrived from Revkjavil

5 miles away, it was all ovel

Police said that from the

position of the charred bodies
recovered from the smoking
ruins this morning, both the
Premier and his wife
awakened and tried to es
but had got only a few
[rom their bed befor:
overtakén by the flames

An o1l tank exploded in the
house during the fire, apparent-
lv contributing to the fierce-
ness of the blaze

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarna Benediktssonar © Bor{i# :

Thi: island nation near {he
Arctic Circle was shocked
the tragedy and went into a
state of mourning. Flags flew
it half mast, the radio played

| MUusIc ind people

L he streets  shaking
their heads in disbelief

Mr Benedikisson Premier
smce 3 1as long been re
garded as the strongest man in
Icelandic politics who had in
Auenced his country’s politica
decisions over the past 30
vears

As post-war Foreign Minisier
he took Iceland into the North
Atlantic Treaty . Alliance and
only last SPring he pushed
Iceland into the European Free
Trade Association as the ninth
member of Efta

This afternoon, after meeting
members of the Cabinet, Presi
dent Eldjarn asked Mr Haf
stein, 54, the Justice Minister
and vice-chairman of the
Independence Party to take
over the Premiership and
form a new Government

Mr Benediktsson had headed
a.coalition Government of his
Independence Party and  the
Social Democrats

Police probing through
burned out ruins of the sum
mer house said that they had
no clue as to the cause of the
blaze. It as a favourite ha
of the Prime Minister’'s w
he liked to get away fron
official duties and relax with
his family.

Iceland’s new Premier, M
Hafstein, came up through the
ranke of the party organisation

and has been Justice and

rial Developments Minis-
ale tae dast Government
was formed in 1963.
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Iceland’s premier
dies in fire

REYKJAVIK, — Ice-
land’s Prime Minister
Bjarni Benediktsson,

his wife and grandson

died tragically early
yesterday in_a fire that
destroyed the Premier’s
official summer resi-
dence at Thingvalla, 38
miles outside Reykja-
vik.

The blaze pgutted the
small, timber structure,
trapping the 62-year-old
Premier and his family in-
side.

Police recovered the char-
red bodies from the smok-
ing ruin yesterday morning
and said their position in-
dicated both the Premier

and his wife had awakened
and tried to escape but got
only a few steps before be-
ing overtaken by the flames.

The Prime Minister, his
wife Sigridur and - their
daughter’s two-year-old son
Benedikt Wilmundarsson, ar-
rived on Thursday to spend
a few quiet hours at the
summer residence, built in
1907 to house King Frederick
of Denmark when he visited
Iceland.

It was a favourite haunt
of the Prime Minister’s
where he could relax away
from official duties.

Pglice investigating  the
blaze were not immediately

able to say how the fire
started. But they said an oil
tank exploded inside the
house during the fire and ap-
parently contributed to the
intensity of the blaze.

MOURNING

While the island nation
near the Arctic circle went
into a state of mourning yes-
terday, the President, Dr
Kristjan Eldjarn, was meet-
ing members of the govern-
ment to discuss a successor
to Mr Benediktsson. He had
headed a coalition govern-
ment of his own independent
party and the Social Demo-
crats since Nevamber, 1963.

— (N.Z.P.A.-Reuter).
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DR B. BENEDIKTSSON
Prime Minister of Iceland

Dr. Bjarni Benediktsson, who
died when fire destroyed a
summer house at Thingvalla,
near Reykjavik, early yesterday,
had been Prime Minister of
Iceland since 1963. He was 62,
His wife, Sigrigur Bjoernsdottir,
aged 60, and a f yvears old

four
grandson, Benedikt Wilmun-

R

darsson. who were with him, also |

lost their lives.

Dr. Benediktsson, lawyer and
politician, was the Minister respon-
sible for taking Iceland into
North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion after the Second World War,
negotiating a special position
his country in the alliance which
permitted the United States to use
the Reykjavik air base.

Borp in 1908, he was educated
at the universities ol
law at the University of Iceland
at the age of 24. He entered poli-

tics in. 1940, when he was first
elected mayor of Reykjavik for the

Independence Party: he was re-
clected in 1942 and 1945. In 1946

he was chosen as his country’s

delegate to the United Nations

General Assembly. The following

year he became Minister of Foreign

Affairs and Minister of Justice,

holding these until 1953,
| when he was appointed Minister of

Justice and Education.

In 1956, when his partv lost the
| election. he became chief editor of
| the daily newspaper Morgunbladid

offices

the |

for |

[celand and |
Berlin. and became a professor of |

| held

| Democrats.

until 1959. when he was made
President of the Althing, followed
in the same year by his appoint-
ment as Minister of Justice and In-
dustries. These posts, which he
until 1963, were interrupted
by a short term as Prime Minister
from September to December,
1961. He became Prime Minister

| again in November, 1963, heading

a coalition government of his own
Independence Party and the Social
He had served as a
member of the central committee
of the party since 1936, and was
elected its president in 1961,

Dr. Benedikissoii leaves a son

' and three daughters.
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[ICELAND'S 62-year-old Prime Mi rni Bene-
diktsson, was burned to death Tast night along with his
‘wife and a grandson. The tragedy occurred in a blaze at
a summer-house at Thingvalla, near Reyvkijavik.

The Prime Minister s wif idur Bjorrnsdottir,
and his two-year-old grandson, Benedikt Wilmundars-
son, had gone there to spend the night. Firemen rushed
to the e when the alarm was raised but the wooden
building was soon reduced t@ ashes. /
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lceland Mourns Death ‘-!
Of Prime Minister |

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)|a professor at the University of
— Icelanders today mourned |Iceland and remained in that
the death of Prime Minister |post until 1940.

Bjarni Benediktsson, killed in a| He entered politics with his
fire. while “Johann Hafstein,|election as mayor of Revkjavik
minister of justice and industry, {in 1940, serving until 1947, when
temporarily took the reins of he was named minister of jus-|
government in the Arctic Circle [tice and foreign affairs. He was|
nation, | one of the signers of the Atlantic |

Flags were at half staff and Treaty in Washington in 1949.
police and firemen sifted the| Benedikisson was editor of the |
ruins of the summer cottage in| Reykjavik newspaper Morgun- |
which Benediktsson, 62, his wife |bladid and held other ministe-|
and a grandson burned fo death |rial posts until he became prime |
Thursday night. minister in 1963 \

President Kristjan Eldjarn, The summer residence at Ti-
after meeting with members of Ingvellir was on the site of the|
the cabinet Friday, asked Haf-|world's first parliament, which |
stein to take over as acting|dated back to 930 A.D. in the|
prime minister of the coalition days of the Vikings who settled |
government of Benediktsson’s |on Iceland. The house was built|
Independent party and the So-iin 1930 to mark the 1,000th anni-|
cial Democrats. | versary of the legislature.

Witnesses who saw the flames|
shooting from the summer|
house of the prime minister in
Tingvellir, 40 miles from Reyk-|
javik, said the blaze was punc-
tuated by an explosion that tore
off the roof. The cause of the
fire was not known.

After the blaze was con-|
trolled, firemen found the|
charred remains of Benedikts-|
son, his 50-year-old wife, Sigri-|
dur, and grandson, Benedikt, 4.|

The child was thé son of the,
prime minister's daughter, |
Vala, a hostess on Icelandic Air-
ways. She was aboard a flight to
New York when the tragedy oc-
curred.

Benediktsson was born in
Reykjavik April 30, 1908. He
studied law rt the Tniversity of
Iceland and later in Berlin and
Copenhagen. In 1932, he became

onar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur
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Prime Mi;}iéter
Of Iceland

Dies In Fire

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
— Police sifted through the
ruins of a wooden cottage Fri-
day seeking the cause of fire
and explosion which killed Ice-
land’s prime minister, .Bjarni
Benediktsson, his wife and a
grandson during the night.

Flags were flown at half staff
throughout Iceland in mourning
for the 62-year-old government
chief who had wielded a power-
ful influence on the politics of
this northern island nation.
Johann Hafstein, minister of
Justice and Industry, took over
as acting prime minister.

A priest who lived nearby saw
the flames coming from the cot-
tage Thursday night in Tingvel-
lir, 40 miles from Reykjavik,
and turned in the alarm.

A party of Danish tourists
also saw the fire and hasteneld
to the scene, but by the timas
they reached the house, it was
an inferno. A few minutes later,
an explosion lifted off the roof.

When a fire brigade arrived
from Reykjavik an hour later,
they found only ruins and the
charred remains of the prime
| minister, his 50-year-old wife,
| Sigridur, and grandson, Bene-
j dikt, 4.

The child was the son of Bene-
diktsson’s daughter, Vala, an
air hostess with Icelandic Air-
ways. She was on a flight to
New York aboard one of the air-
liners when the tragedy oc-
curred, Her husband, Vilmun-
dar Gislason, is the son of the
culture minister, Gylfi Gislason.

The summer residence at Ti-|
ngvellir was on the site of the
world’s first parliament which
dated back to 930 A.D, the house
was built in 1930 to mark the
1,000 anniversary of the legis-
lature.
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ICEI.AND’S
PREMIER
AND WIFE

DIE IN FIRE

ICELAND’S Prime
Minsfer, Mr. Bjarni Ben-
sson, his wife and a
r-old grandson,

died when a summer
house in which they
were staying at Thing-
valla, near Reykjavik,
burned down last night,
the Danish news agency
Ritzaus Bureau reported.

They had gone to the
summer house for the
night,

A neighbour saw the
house in flames and
raised the alarm. But by
the time firemen arrived
the wooden summer
house was in ashes.

Mr. Benediktsson was
in his early 60s and had
been Premier since
November, 1963.

The Premier, his wife,
Sigridur, and grandson,
Bendikt Wilmundarsson,
had gone to the summer
house for ome night
before the Prime Min-
ister went away at the
week-end to attend a
political meeting.
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Death in fire

of Iceland
Premier

From Our Correspondent
Revkjavik, July 10

Dr. Bjarni Bcuoediktsson, aged
62, the Prime Minister of Ice-
land, his wife Sigridur, aged 51,
and their four-year-nld grand-
son Benedikt Wilmundarsson,
were burnt to death early today
in a fire which destroyed the
Government summer residence
at Thingvellir.

They had gone there yesterday
to relax before the Prime Minis-
ter set off on a political tour of
the western part of the country,
which was to have started today.

Last night there were high
winds and rain. It is presumed
that the oil-fired central heating
in the house was switched on,
but whether that or a short cir-
cuit in the electricity system
caused the fire has vet to be
determined. The building, a
timber structure built in 1907 to
accommodate the King of |
Denmark during visits -to-.lce-|
land, then part of his domain,
was reduced to ashes in little |
more than 15 minutes.

The fire was first seen by some
Dutch campers whose tents were
blown down by the wind. They
thought that the house was de-
serted but.raised the alarm at a
neighbouring hotel. A policeman
tried to force his way into the
house but was driven back by
the flames, fanned by a strong
northerly wind. The three
charred bodies were recovered
from the ruins this morning, and
taken to Reykjavik.

Mr. Johann Hafstein, the Jus-
tice Minister, has taken over as
Prime Minister pending the for-
mation of a new Government.

Benedikt Yilmundarson, the

grandson of Dr. Bjarni Benedikt-

ssS0n, the Icelandic Prime

Minister, who died in a fire, at

the age of four, with his grand-
parents,
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Minister of
Justice takes

over in Iceland

The Justice Minister, Mr§
Johann Hafstein, took over:last
night as Iceland’s new Premier
after the Prime Minister, Mr
Bijarni Benediktsson, strong-
man of Icelandic politics, had
died in a blazing summer-house
early yesterday. Mr. Bene-
diktsson, aged 62, died in the
fire along with his wife Sigri-
dur, aged 51, and their four-
vear-old grandson, Benedikt
Wilmundarsson.

The three were alone
Premier’'s official summer
dence at Thingvalla,
seat of Parliament, when
fire broke out. The timber
building was destroyed in little
more than 15 minutes.—Reuter.
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[celand's Prime Min-
isfer, Mr. Bjarni_Bene-
_dikfsson, his wife and
t wo-years-old  grandson
died when a summer
house in which they were
staying at Thingvalla,
near Reykjavik, burned
down last night, the
Danish news . agency Rit-
zaus Bureau reported.

They had gone to the
summer house for the
night.

A neighbour saw the
house in flames and
raised the alarm. But by
the time firemen arrived
the wooden summer
house was in ashes.

Mr. Benediktsson was
in hig early 60's and had
been premier since
Npvember, 1963
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PRIME MINISTER OF
51001 ICELAND

Because of the tragic death of
the Prime Minister of Iceland, Dr
Bijarni Benediktsson, and his wife
and grandson, the Icelandic Em-
bassy would like it to be known
that there will be a book of
condolence open for wndtum ,n

Eaton Terrace, Londor
tomorrow and on M:\\

21, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m
-
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ICELAND’S 62-year-old Prime Minister, Bjarni Bene-

diktsson, was burned to death ftoday with his wife
and a grandson in a blaze in a summer house.

The Prime Minister, his wife Sigridur Bjorrnsdottir and his

ear-old grandson Benedikt Wilmundarsson had gone there tq
spend the night.

The house, Thing-
vellir, was used gas
summer residence for
all Cabinet mex :

The Prime Mini
his fam 7
day to start their }

in the
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wife killed

Iceland's Prime Minister,
Mr, Bjarni Benediktsson, his
wife and a two-year-vld
grandson di~d when a sum-
mer house in which they
were staying at Thingvalla,
near Reykjavik, burned
down last night, the Danish
news agency Ritzaus Bureau
reported, They had gone 1o
the summer house for the
night. — Reuter.
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Iceland

and wife die

In hol

iday fire

CELAND’S Prime Minister, Bjarne Benediktsson, aged 62,
and one of their glamlcln](hen. a boy aged two,

his wife
died when fire

destroyed the Premier’s official summer residence last night, a Govern-

ment spokesman announced today. The residence, Thingvellir
30 miles from Reykjavik. No details were given

Einkaskjalag

the
h '

blaze.

Dr. Benediktsson, who
became Prime Minister in
1963, led a coalition
government of his own
Independence Party and
the Social Democrats.

He began his career as a
lawyer and later served as
Professor of Law at the

rUni\'m\-jr_\-' of Reykjavik.

He entered the Government in
1947 as TForeign and Justice
Minister and staved in that post
until 1953 L)w-ng his time as
Foreign Minister, Iceland joined
the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation

He then held the post of
Combined Minister of Justice
and Educ ation until 1956, when
he left e government and
hP ame editor of Iceland's most
n 11. 1tia Morgulh-
1¢

Dr. Benediktsson
government in

1] neweRaner,

re-entered
1969 as

| Minister of

, 1s about

about the cause of the

Justice fmd Indus-
try, working . primaril Wi
fishery problems. He uoa. over
as Prime Minister from Olavur
Thors

Dr. Benediktsson and his wife,
who was 60, had three daughters
and a son. |

Thingvellir was used as
summer residence for all cabinet
members, who rotated their
vacations there

The prime minister and his
family arrived only vesterday to
start their holiday.

Witnesses said the fire was
seen from a nearby hotel. But
before the fire brigade arrived
the house was burning fiercely.
It was destroyed in less than a

| hour.

The news reached Iceland’s
200,000 inhabitants as they
listened to the morning news
broadcast The government
snukesman veporiing lne fire
said: *“This is an immense
tragedy for our country."—U.P.L
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celand premier

dies in sufmmer

house hlaze

JCELAND'S 62-vear-old
Minister, Bjarni enediktsson
was burned to death early
today, with his wife and a
grandson.

The tragedy occurred in a
blaze at a summer house at
Thingvalla, near Reykjavik

The Prime Minister, his
wife Sigridur Bjorrnsdottir and
his two-year-old grandson, Bene
dikt Wilmundarsson had gone
there to spend the night.

Mr. Benediktsson had been
Iceland’s Prime Minister since
1963 and was the minister
responsible for taking his country
into the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation after World War
Two
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Premier, wife
’
and grandson
die in fire

ICELAND'S  62-year-old _ Prime
Minister Biarni Benedikisson was
burned to death today along with his
wife and a grandson.

The tragedy occurred in a blaze at
a summer house at Thingvalla, near
Reykjavik.

The Prime Minister, his wife
Sigridur Bjorrnsdottir and his two-
year-old grandson Benedikt

Wilmundarsson had gone there to
spend the night.

Firemen rushed to the scene when
the alarm was raised. but the wooden
building was soon reduced to ashes.
A neighbour raised the alarm when
he saw the house in flames.

Mr  Benediktsson had  been
Iceland’s Prime Minister since 1963
and was the minister responsible for
taking his country into the North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation after
World War Two.

I'he nation went into a state of
mourning today as news of the
tragedy was circulated. Flags flew at
half mast and the radio played
lsolemn music.
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4 Premier and wife |

die in fire~ioo),

Iceland’s Prime Minister, Mr
Bjarni Benediktsson, his wife
and a two-year-old grandson
died when a summer house in
which they were staying at
Thingvalla, near Reykjavik,
burned down last night.

A neighbour saw the house
in flames and raised the alarm.
But by _the time firemen
arrived the wooden summer
house was in ashes.
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/'Félri—‘ﬁje'mnd A
Wife Die In

Blaze

2land’s ime Ler,
enediktsson, his
a two-year-old
erandson died when a
summer house in which they
were staying at Thingvalla,
near Reykjavik, burned
down early today.
They had gone to the
summer house for the night.
Mr Benediktsson was in
his early 60's and had been
Premier since November,
1963.
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BUCKINGHAM PAILACE,
July 14
Queen Elizabeth The Queen
Mother, on behalf of The
Queen, held an Investiture at
Buckingham Palace this morn-
ing.

CLARENCE HOUSE, July 14
The Lady Jean Rankin has suc-
ceeded Ruth, lady Fermoy as
Lady-in-Waiting to Queen Eliza-
beth The Queen Mother.

KENSINGTON PALACE, July 14

The Princess Mangaret, Countess
of Snowdon, today visited Ayles-
bury and in the afternoon toured
the new Town Centre.

Her Royal Highness later opened
the Church Army Elmhurst Youth
Centre.

The Hon. Mrs. Wills was in at-
tendance.

The Duchess of Gloucester will
attend a performance of the Royal
Tournament at Earls Court on
July 21.

A book of condolence will be
open for signature at the [celandic
Embassy, 1 Eaton Terrace, S.W.1.
on July 16, 17, 20 and 21, from
10 am. to 4 p.m., on the tragic
death of the Prime Minister of
Tceland, Dr. Bjarni Benedikisson,
and his wife and grandson.

Mrs. Peter Cadbury is chairman
of the committee for the Life-boat
and Mermaid Ball, which will be
held at the Dorchester hotel on
Tuesday, December 8, 1970.
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Iceland’s
premier

o7
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ICELAND'S 62 -year-old prime
minister, Mr. Bjarni Benediktsson,
wds burned to death early today
along with his wife and a grandson,

The tragedy occurred in a blaze at
a state-owned summer house at
Thingvalla, near Reykjavik,

The prime minister, hig wife,
Sigridur Bjorrnsdottir, and his two-
year-old grandson, Benedikt Wil-
mundarsson, went there yesterday to
spend a few days,

A neighbour raised the alarm
when he saw the house in flames.
Firemen rushed to the scene when
the alarm was raised, but the wooden
building burned fiercely and was
soon reduced to ashes.

Mr. Eenediktsson had been Ice-
land’s prime minister since 1963 and
was the minister responsible for
taking his country into the North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation after
the Second World War.

Iceland went into a state of
mourning today. Flags flew at half-

} mast and the radio played solemn
music,




LINCOLNSHIRE
ECHO

(Circ. 37,000)

10 JUL 1970

~NIoT;

PREMIER
DIES IN

BLAZE

Iceland’s Prime WMinister.
- el . VE
a two-year-old
jsrandson died when a Sum-
fmer house in which they were
Staying at Thingvalla, near
Reykjavik burned down last
night, the Danish news agency
Ritzaus Bureau reported,
They had gone to the
ummer house for the night.
A neighbour saw the house
flames and raised
alarm. But by the time fire
| airived, the wooden|
| Summer house was in ashes
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Premier killed
Iceland’s Brime _Minister,

Bjarne Benedikisson, his
wife and one of their grand-
children died when a fire
gutted the Prime Minister's
ofliclal summer residence, a
governmentg spokesman

announced today.—UPL, ‘
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ICELAND’S
P.M. DIES
IN BLAZE

death early
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Firemen rushed to the scene
when the alarm was raised but
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Iceland’s\\

Premier
and wife
dle in flre

i‘.JnChull
when a summer house
which they were
Thingvalla, near
] down early

They had gone to me sum-
mer house for the night.

A neighbour saw the house
in flames and raised the alarmg
But by the time firemen arrived
the wooden summer house wWas
in ashes.

The Premier, his wiie
ridur and andson Benedict
Wilmundarsson had gone to the
summer house for one night
before the Prime Minister went
awav at the weekend to attend
a political meeting.

Mr Benediktsson, who
62, had been Iceland’s e
Minister since 1963 an was
the minister responsible for
taking his country into the
North Atlantic Treaty Orgami-
sation after the war.

Jeeland went into a f
mou g today as news of

was circulated. Flags
t half mast and the radio
'J]Hr‘d solemn music.
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Iceland’s Prime Minister,
Bjarni “Benediktsson, his

e, and a two-year-old
grandson died when a
\u'nmpr house in \\hwh they

staying at Thingvalla,
]"'(11 Reykjavik, burned down
ast night

They had gone to the
kuymmer house for the night.

A neighbour saw the house
in flames and raised the
alarm. But by the time fire-
men arrived the wooden
summer house was in ashes.

Mr. Benediktsson was in
his early sixties and had
peen premier since November
1963.

The premier, his wife, Sigr-
idur, and grandson Benedikt
wilmundarsson, had gone to
the summer house for one
night before the prime min-
ister went away at the week-
end to attend a political

3 meeting.
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Iceland’s

P.M. dies

Iceland’s Prime Minigter
Bjarne Benedikisson, his wife
and one of their grandchildren,
a girl aged 4, died when a fire
destroyed the Prime Minister's
official summer residence, a
government spokesman an-
nounced today in Reykjavik.

The summer residence, called

iThingvcllcr. burned down late
last night. Tt is located 31 mileg
from Reykjavik.
Benediktsson led a coalition
government of his own Indepen.
dence Party and the Social
Democrats. He was appointed
Prime Minister in 1963.
| He began his career as a law-

ver and later served as Profes-
tsm‘ of Law at the University of
| Revkjavik.

He entered the Government
in 1947 as Foreign and Justice
Minister and stayed in that post|
until 1953. During his time as
Foreign Minister, Iceland joined
\ihe North Atlantic Treaty Or-
| panisation.
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Premier in

Bjarni Bene-
h_dikTsson. was burned to death Ias oht along with his
| wife and a grandson. The tr: y occurre 1 blaze at

a summer-house at Thingval i avik.

The Prime Minister, his wife Si; 3jorrnsdottir,
and his two-year-old grandson, Benedikt Wilmundars
son, had gone there to spend the night. Firemen

d the alarm.
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Iceland
PM
dies in

house
blaze

Iceland’s. 62-year-old
Prime  Minister Bjarni
Benedikisson was burned

to death early today along
with his wife and a grand-

son.

The tragedy occurred in a
blaze at a summer house at
Thingvalla, near Reykjavik.

The Prime Minister, his
wife and his two-yvear-old
grandson had gone there to
spend a few days. The honse
is owned by the State.

Reduced to ashes

A neighbour raised the
alarm when he saw the house
in flames, and firemen rushed
to the scene, but the wooden
building had by then been
reduced to ashes.

Mr. Benediktsson had been
[celand’s Prime Minister
since 1963, and was the Mini-
ster responsible for taking his
country into the North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation
after the 1939-45 war.

The island went into a state
of mourning today as news of
the tragedy was circulated.
Flags flew at half mast and
the radio played solemn music
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Premier of

Iceland dies

in fire

Copenhagen, Friday.

THE_ Prime Minister of Iceland,

Mr Bjarni Benediktsson, his
wife and a two-year-old grandson
died when a summer house in
which they were staying at Thing-
valla, near Reykjavik, burned down
last night, the Danish news agency
Ritzaus Bureau reported.

They had gone to the summer
house for the night.

A neighbour saw the house in
flames and raised the alarm, but
by the time firemen arrived the
wooden house wag in ashes.

Mr Benediktsson was in hig early|
0's and had heen Premier since]
[November, 1963.—Reuter.
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Pwmzer wzfe and grandson

CELAND'S  62-year-old Pllpw

“Mmister Bjarni Benedikts-
son, was burned to death today
along with his wife and a grand-
son. The tragedy occurred in a
blaze at a summer house at
Thingvalla, 38 miles from
Reykjavik

'he Prime Minister, his wife,
Sigridur Bjor nx(lnt,h[‘ and his
two-year-old grandson, Benedikt

Wilmundarsson had gone there)

to spend the night.
Firemen rushed to the scene

in fire

v alarm was raised,

M Jendiktsson had  been
Iceland's Prime Minister since
1963 and was the minister
responsible for taking  his
country into the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization after World
War 11

The island nation just below

i the Arctic circle nc-m into a

state of mourning

alari ) I the 1w y Wi reulate ll

Flags W 8 - mast and|

| the radio played solemn music
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Icelaﬁd’s\

PM dies

in blaze

ICELAND'S _ 62-year-old _ Prime
MINEEr __ Bjarni__ Benediktsson
“‘Was burned to death today along
with his wife and a grandson.
The tragedy occurred in a blaze
at a summer house at Thing-
balla, near Reykjavik.

Mr. Benediktsson had been
Iceland's Prime Minister since
1963 and was the Minister
responsible for taking his coun-
try into NATO after World War
Two

The country went into a state
of mourning today as news of
the tragedy was circulated. Flags
flew at half mast and the radio
played solemn music.
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ICELAND’S
PM DIES

IN BLAZE

I8
THE PRIME Minister or Iceland, 62-year-old Bjarni
Benediktsson, was burned to death early today along
. with his wife and a grandson.

The tragedy occurred in a
blaze at a summerhouse at
Thingvalla, near Reykjavik.

I'ne Prime Minister, his wife
Sigridur Bjorrnsdottir, and his
two-year-old randson Bene-
dikt Wilmundarsson. had gone
there to spend the night

Firemen rushed to the scene
when the alarm was raised but
the wooden building was soon
reduced to ashes.

A neighbour gave the alarm
when he saw the house in
| Aames.

Mr Benediktisopr had been
Iceland’s Prime Ministér since
| 1963 and was the Minister
responsible for taking his
country into the North Atlan- |
tic Treaty Organisation after |
the Second World War.

The island nation just below
the Arctic Circle went into
a state of mourning today as
news of the tragedy was cir- |
culated, Flags flew at half mast
and the radio plaved solemn
music.

The Prime Minister was to
attend a political meeting in
Reyvkjavik during the week-
end.

Before going into politics in
1940 as Reykjavik’s:Mayor, Mr
Benediktsson was Professor of
Jurisprudence  at Revkijavik
University.

Iceland has been an inde-
pendent republic, with an
elected  president, since it
severed its links with the
Danish Crown in 1944,

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarn;
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celandic Premier.

ﬁf’fﬁ‘rffr.

wife and grandson
die in house fire

Iceland's 62-year-old Prime Minister, Bjarni Benediktsson,
WAST DUTTed 1o dealh early today along with his wife and a
grandson at a summer huuse near Reykjavik.

The Prime Minister, his
wife, Sigridur Bjorrnsdottir,
and his two-year-old grand-
son, Benedikt Wilmundrars-
son, had gone there to spend
the might, Firemen rushed to
the scene when the alarm
was raised but the wooden
building was soon reduced
to ashes.

Mr. Benediktsson had been
Iceland’s Prime Minister
since 1963 and was the
minister responsible for
taking his country into the
North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation after World
War Two.

This island nation just
below the Arctic Circle went
into a state or mourning

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarna Benediki foday as news of the tragedy
wds Cirewlated Flags _f[{\n (ﬂ
half-mast and the tadio
played solemn music.
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TESIL

PREMIER AND
WIFE DIE

IN FIRE

Iceland’s Prime inister. }
Mr. Bjarni Benediktsson, his §
wife and a two-vear-old |
grandson died when a Sum-

mer house in which they were
staying at Thingvalla, near |
Reykjavik, burned down to-
day.

They had gone to the Sum-
er house for the night.

A neighbour saw the house
in flames and raised the alarm. |
But by the time firemen
arrived the wooden Summer
house was in ashes,
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land's © Prime  Minister,
_l_:i_ifn'm Benediktsson, sixty-
two, was burned to death
early today along with his
wife and a grandson.

The tragedy occurred in
& blaze at a summer house
at Thingvalla, near Reyk-
Javik,

The Prime Minister, his
wife, Sigridur. Bjorrns-
dottir, and his two-year-
old grandson, Benedikt

—

N [007/m

Iceland’s Premier, his wife and

grandson die in fire

Wilmundarsson, had
there for the night.
The wooden building was
soon reduced to ashes.
A neighbour raised
alprm
house 1n flames.
Mr. Benediktsson

gone

the
the

rrhar % 10
w.nar o LAY

had

Iceland’s Prime Min-
1963 and wa;
1

been
1ster since
responsible for taking
country into the North
Atlantic Treaty Organisi-
for nitey Wiarla Vear T

The island went inio a
state of mourning today &
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news of the tragedy was

circulated. Flags flew at

half-mast and the radio

played solemn musie.

Mr. Benediktsson was a

distinguished lavwwar with
long record of publ

service,
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FRTOvITR 7Y
Premier dies
in blaze

REYKJAVIK : Iceland’s  62-
vear-old Prime Minister, M1
Bjarni Benediktsson, died ves-
terday when fire swept his offi-
cial summer residence.
His 51-vear-old wife

| grandson, aged four, were kille
with him. The wooden house
was reduced to ashes in 15
minutes.
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1

remier and wife bu

JICELAND'S 62-years-old Prime

Minister was burned to death
early today along with his wife
and a grandson.

The tragedy occurred in a blaze at

a summerhouse at Thingvalla, near
Reykjavik.

The Premier, Bjarni Benediklisvin,
hu \\np Sigridur Bjorrnsdottir, and
ars-old grandson Benedikt

GRANDSON, 2, ALSO
DIES IN FIRE

Wilmundarsson, had gone there to
speng the night.

Firemen rushed to the scene when
the alarm was raised, but the
wooden building wag soon reduced to
5 G168,

A neighbour raised the alarm

rned to death

when he saw the house in flame

Mr Benediktsson had been Ice-
land’s Prime Minister since 1963 and
was the minister responsible for tak-
ing his country into Nato.

Iceland went into, a 1te  of
mourning as news of l'm- lr1 edy
was circulated

Before going into politics in 19540
1¢ Beviavik's snaror, My Bevedlkis-
son was professor of |nr1‘~~|n'=u1rm-r
at Reykjavik University
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New Premier in

iceland

Justice Minister Hafstein (54)
took over as Iceland's mnew
Premier after the death in a
blazing summer house .at Thing-
valla of Prime Minister Bene-
diktsson. The strong man of
Icelandic politics (62) died along
with his wife (51) and grandson
(4). Police have no clue to the
cause of the fire.

As post-war Foreign Minister
Mr. Benediktsson took Iceland
into NATO. Last spring he
pushed Iceland into EFTA.
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iceland

Premier

Minister, Bjarni Benediktsson,
ey

was burnced to death early to-day
along with his wife and grand-
son. The tragedy occurred in a
blaze at a summer house at
Thingvalla, near Reykjavik.

The Prime Minister, his wife
and two - vear - old grandson
Benedikt Wilmundarsson had
gone there to spend the night,

Firemen rushed ro the scene
when the alarm was raised, but
the wooden building was soon
reduced to ashes,

Mr Bencdikisson L had been
Iceland’s Prime Minister since
1963, and the country went into
mourning to-day as the news of
the tragedy was circulated.

Flags flew at half-mast and the
national radio played solemn
music

Mr Benediktsson, born in
1908, made his mark in politics
as post-war Foreign Minister
whenn he was respensible for
taking lceland into the Nato
Alliance.
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Parliament’s start , . —
Nioo

V"Hi} house where Bjarni Hene(l,i‘.«'ts-

son, Iceland’s Prime Minister, and
his wife and grandchild died tragic-
ally in a fire yesterday overlooked
the birthplace of the oldest parliament
in the world, the historic valley of
Thingvellir.

At the 1.,000th anniversary of the
Icelandic Parliament it was Winston
Churchill who said that if Britain had
the Mother of Parliaments. Iceland had
the grandmother.

The house itself, an official resid-
ence. was built at the beginning of
this century and was recently extended
by Mr DBenediktsson.

%
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Iceland’s

P.M. dies
in summer
house flre

two-year-old grandson

|died when a summer house
in which they were stay-
ling at Thingvalla, near
Reykjavik. burned down
Zeal'ly today.

They had gone to the summer
 house fur the night.
| A neighbour saw the house
|in Aames and raised the alarm,
but by the time firemen arrived
the wooden summer house was
in ashes.
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MI1deTIN

Premler dies
in fire
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'hu'mri to death last night along
with his wife and a grandson.

The tragedy occurred in a blaze
':d a summer house at Thingvalla,
| near Reykjavik.

The Prime Minister, his wife
Sigridur Bjorrnsdottir and his two-
year-old grandson Benedikt Wil-

mundarsson had gone there to
spend the night.

| Firemen rushed to the scene
| when the alarm was raised, but
the wooden building was soon
| reduced to ashes. A neighbour
raised the alarm when he saw the
house in flames.
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lceland
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Leader

REYKJAVIK, Iceland (AP)
[celanders today mourned
the death of Prime. Ministe:
Biarni Benediktsson, killed in a
fivE™ while  Johann Hafslein,
minister of justice and industry.
temporarily took the reins of
government in the Arctic Civcl
1nation

Filags were at half stalf and
police and firemen sifted the
ruing of the summer coftage in
which Benediktsson. 62, his wife
and a grandson burned to death
Thursday night.

President Kristjan Eldjarn,
after meeting with members of
the cabinet Friday, asked Haf-
stein to take over as acting
prime minister of the coalition
government of Benediktsson's
Independent party and the So-
cial Democrats.

Witnesses who saw the flames
shooting from the summer
house of the prime minister in
Tingvellir, 40 miles from Rcyk-
javik, said the blaze was punc-
tuated by an explosion that tore
off the roof. The cause of the
fire was not known.
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"A Premier dies, wi wife

N e

Mr Bjarni Benediktsson, the
Prime Minister of Iceland, and

his wife and grandson died In
a fire early yesterday in a

| wooden summerhouse at Ting-
| vellir, the famous lava plain, 30

miles east of Revkjavik, which

| was the site of Iceland’s 1040-

year-old open-air parliament,
the Alling

The cause of the fire is not
yvet known, but police think it
was due to a fault in a stove
in the building, which was
Known to everyone as “the
King's House,” because it was
an official guesthouse for the
King of Denmark before
Iceland became independent in

| 1944

Mr Benediktsson, who was
2. has for 22 years been the
putstanding Icelandic statesman
and dominated Iceland’s foreign

| policy. In April, 1949, he was

mainly—some would say person-
ally—responsible for Iceland’s
joining NATO and giving the
United States Air Force the

|lease of Keflavik airport, 20
| miles from Reykjavik, which

]
|

vas at that time considered of
enormous strategic importance.
When . the Bill authorising this
was passed by 37 votes to 13,
stonethrowing demonstrators
charged the parliament bukld-
ine in Reykjavik, breaking
every window in it, and 60
people were injured before
police dispersed crowds with
teargas — an unprecedented
scene in the history of Iceland,

and grandson, in fire

By MORAY WILLIAMS ptizewinner, who caricatured
him and his friends in a satiric
which had never been involved navel, “The Atom Station.”
In a war. Until Soviet Russia invaded
“ Bjarni Ben,” as he was called, Hungary in 1956, many
had been Premier since 1963, Icelanders thought that he had
and Foreign Minister from Sold out his country’s interests
1947. He had also been editor to the Americans for economic
of the chief Icelandic news- reasons, and were afraid it
paper  Morgunbladit,” chair- would endanger Iceland’s posi-
man of the Conservative Party, tion, but public opinion after-
and for eight years before the ds mellowed towards him.
youngest professor at Reykjay ik For the 200,000 Icelanders his o
University. tragic death is a sensation that Mr Benediktsson
After 1949 he was bitterly dwarfs Hekla's recent outburst,
attacked by Icelandic left- not least because of Tingvellir’s The Minister of Justice, Mr
wingers, especially Halldor emotional associations for the Johann Hafstein, took over last
Kiljan Laxness, the Nobel Icelandic people with the sagas. night as Iceland’s new Premier
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