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OFFICIAL VISIT TO ISRAEL

OF

THE PRIME MINISTER OF ICELAND

HIS EXCELLENCY DR. BJARNI BENEDIKTSSON

AND MRS. BENEDIKTSSON

1 -9 November 1964




The Prime Minister of Iceland Accompanying the

and IS Prime Minister of lceland and Mrs. Benediktsson :
Mrs. Bjarni Benediktsson o Mr. Zeev Shek,

will be aceompanied by ; Director, West European Department,
Ministry for Foreign Affairs

His Excellency the Ambassador of Iceland

Mr. Michael Elizur,
) Deputy Director, West European Department,

Ministry for Foreign Affairs
Mrs. Hans G. Andersen
Miss Ruhama Saphir,
Public Relations Department,

I'he Consul General of lceland ‘“‘l“i"”." for an'ign Affairs

and Mr. Abraham Marom,

"

News Editor, Government Press Office

Mrs. Fritz Naschigtz

? Mr. Moshe Pridan,

Photographer, Government Press Office




Sunday, 1 November

19.50

Arrival at Lod Airport by EI-Al,
flight no. 412

Official Reception at the Airport

Departure for Tel Aviv

Overnight at the Dan Hotel, Tel Aviv-Yaffo

Monday, 2 November

09.05

09.15

10.00

11.00

11.45

14.45

16.45
18.00

20.45

21.00

Leave hotel

The Mayor of Tel Aviv, Mr. Mordechai Namir,

and members of the Municipal Couneil greet the
Prime Minister of leeland and Mrs. Benediktsson
at the Town Hall

Visit the Ha’aretz Museum (ancient glass and
numismatic collections), accompanied by the

Mayor of Tel Aviv and Mrs. Namir

Proceed to Kibbutz Givat Brenner (collective
settlement)

Visit the Kibbutz, to be followed by luncheon
Proceed to Ashdod (]1'\|‘|l)|1|11|'nl town)

Visit Ashdod: to be received lv}' the Chairman
of the Loeal Counecil, Mr. Avner Garime, and

members of the Couneil

Tour of town aceompanied by Mr. Garine
Return to Tel Aviv

Rest and ]}l‘i\':nt' dinner at the hotel

l)e-p:irturv for Beit Habimah, Israel National

Theatre Hall

\ttend ceremonial opening of the Sixteenth

Chess Oly rlll\i"ﬁ'

Overnight at the Dan Hotel, Tel Aviv-Yaffo




Tuesday, 3 November

19.00
10.25

IELS

12.00

15.00)

16.00

]}wpm'turr‘ for Jerusalem
\rrive at the King David Hotel

The Prime Minister of Ieeland and
Mrs. Benediktsson will call on the President
of lsrael. Mr. Zalman Shazar

Laying of Wreath and Tree-planting ceremony

on Mount Herzl : to be welcomed by

Mr. Jacob Tsur, Chairman of the Zionist
General Counecil

Visit Yad Vashem (Martyrs” and Heroes’
Remembrance .\mlmrit:.' : to be received l._\-
Dr. Arye L. Kubovy, Chairman of the Authority
LLuncheon, privately, at the hotel

Tour of Jerusalem

Visit the Hebrew University ;

to be received I.)' the President,

Mr. Eliahu Elath

Official dinner given by the Prime Minister
and Mrs. Levi Eskhol. at the King David Hotel

Overnight at the King David Hotel, Jerusalem

Wednesday, 4 November

09.00

10.00

12:18

15.00

14.30

17.30

20.00

Meeting with the Prime Minister,
at his office

Departure for Beersheba

The Prime Minister of leceland and his
party will be welcomed by the Mayor of
Beersheba, Mr. Eliahu Navi

Tour of the city accompanied by the Mayor
Luncheon, privately, at the Desert Inn

Proceed to Arad and Sodom, accompanied by
Mr. Yehoshua Nishri, General Secretary of
the Dead Sea Works Ltd.

Return to Beersheba

Dinner given ln)' the .\I;lynr of Beersheba
and Mrs. Navi at the Desert Inn

Overnight at the Desert Inn, Beersheba




Thursday, 5 November

08.30

09.35

09.45

10.45

13.00)

15.00

17.00

Departure by air for Mahanayim in
( pper Galilee

Proceed to Kibbutz Gadot, accompanied by

Colonel A. Sharon of the Northern Command
Visit the Kibbutz
Proceed to Tabgha

Visit installations of the Kinnr‘rct—.\vgm‘
Water Conduit

Proceed to Tiberias
Luncheon, privately, at the Galei Kinneret Hotel
Depart by motor-boat

Visit Holy Sites on the Sea of Galilee

Capernaum, Tabgha

Return to Tiberias

Evening: At leisure

Overnight at the Galei Kinneret Hotel, Tiberias

Friday, 6 November

09.00
09.45

10.30

11.00
12.30

14.30
15.00
17.00

Departure for Nazareth

Visit Holy Sites in Nazareth
accompanied by the Mayor,
Mr. Seif Ad-Din Az-Zu'bi

Proceeed to Moshav Nahalal
(smallholders’ cooperative village)

Tour of Nahalal

Visit and luncheon at the Hannah Maisel-Shohat
Secondary Agricultural School

Proceed to Haifa via Yeaort Hacarmel
Tour of Haifa

Proceed to Caesarea

Orernight at the Caesarea Hotel, Caesarea




Saturday, 7 November Sunday, 8 November

At leisure 09.00 Leave for Jerusalem

11.30  Visit the antiquities and the ancient 10.30  Visit the Hadassah-Hebrew University

port of Caesarea Medical Centre: to be welcomed by

700 Teive foi Tel Avee Dr. K. J. Mann, Director, Hadassah Medical

: : Organization

1960 Reception given by the lsrael-lceland
Friendship League at the Dan Hotel 1200 Call on the Mayor of Jerusalem

13.30 Luncheon given by the Deputy Prime Minister,

Mr. Abba Eban, at the President Hotel
(Mrs. Benediktsson will visit the Alice
Seligsberg Voeational High School and take
luncheon there with other ladies of official

}mrl_\':
16.15  Release of Joint Statement and meeting with
the Press at the Prime Minister's Office
17.00 Return to the hotel

18.30  Reception given by the Prime Minister of
Iceland and Mrs. Benediktsson at the

King David Hotel

Overnight at the Dan Hotel, Tel Aviv-Yaffo Overnight at the King David Hotel, Jerusalem




Monday, 9 November

08.10 Proceed to Lod Airport
09.10 Farewell ceremony

09.30 Departure by El-Al no. 221
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| Miniature Icelandic and Israeli flags aecorate the table al
Lydda Awport’'s restaurant where Prime Minister Eshkol
chats yi#th Icelandic Premier Dr. Bjarni Benediktsson after
|the Igfter’s arrival Sunday night for a one-week official
J visifs (Newsphoto Agency)

ER

Jerusalem Pos: Reporter

i’I‘ET. AVIV.—The Prime Minister of Iceland and Mayor
Mordechai Namir yesterday morning compared mayoral
experience at a reception in the Municipality here.

Premier Bjarni Benedil |
son noted that his fir

lic office had
Icel: £ i

kjavik, for over ven

3 The city had only
30,000-40,000 inhabitants then
and even tod has just
80,000. Tel Aviv is a hug
metropolis in comparison, he
said. But the problems of city
government are much the
same, he assured Mayor Na-
mir.

The visiting Premier lau-
ded Tel Aviv's rapid devel-
opment as “

Benediktsson spoke
lish to the M r and mer
bers of the r Counecil
the early morning ceremony
in the Mayor's office.

Mayor Namiy made his
mal add f welcom
Hebrew,

lated

hi

ones

dunes ‘then"
dern city 55 ye

He presented his guest with
a black leather-bound album
on Tel Aviv.To Mrs. Bene-
diktsson, Mayor Namir gay
Yemenite gold bracelet
with her sleevel
print dress,

The Prime Minister's gift
to his host was a book of
Icelandic folklore by Jon Ste-
fansson.

Also present at yesterday's
reception were the Iceland
non-resident Ambassador, Mr
Hans G. Andersen, and Mrs
Andersen,

After the half-hour
tion, the guests descend
]Jllll‘-:_‘.‘ll‘]n-
nicipality ¢
into walting

e them on

a Benediktssonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur
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'CHESS OLYMPIAD OPENED

Jerusalem Post Reporter  tion’s President, Mr, Folke| Mr. Eshkol said that chessl
TEL AVIV. — The 16th|Rogard, and each of the |rivalries were fought outin
Chess Olympiad — the first | chess masters repeated in his | brotherhood, and that the|
Olympic event ever staged in | own language: “We swear to | game was literally played
Israel was opened by |play loyally and with chivalry | “sbove board.” It could thus
Deputy Prime Minister Abba | for the glory of sport and set an example to the na-
Eban at the Habimah Thea- |the honour of our country.” |iions
tre last night. Mr. Rogard said that the 1\1.]:_ Eshkol extended a

The Prime Minister, Mr. | number of competitors is :
| Levi Eshkol,- . greeted the |over 300, representing 51
| assembly. countries — a record.

The captains of the French, | Some delegations arrived
U.S. and Swiss teams and | during the ceremony.
world champion Tigran Pe- The flags of the partici-
trosian took part in the oath- | pating nations were grouped
taking ceremony. They were|eon both sides of the stage,
called to the rostrum by the |under a huge Olympiad em-
International Chess Federa- | blem.

special greeting to the Prime |
Minister, of Iceland, Mr.
Ejarni Benediktsson, who |
was guest of honour.
Greetings were delivered
by Tel Aviv Mayor Morde-
chai Namir, and Mr. Pin-|
| has Rosen | (president of the |
| Israel Chess .Federation).
|
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Hveragardi, about 30 miles from Reykjavik,
heating for greenhouses where strawberries, grapes and exotic flowers are grown,

LAND OF FROST AND FIRE

Iceland, oldest democracy, never made war

By ROBERT MATHIAS

CELAND, land of frost

and fire, is a country of
contrasts. Despite the fact
that it is one of Europe's
most northerly islands, Ilo-
cated just below the Arctic
Circle, 215 miles south-east of
Greenland and 645 miles west
of Norway, it has a relative-
ly temperate climate due to
the influence of the Guilf
Stream which flows round
its coasts the mean tem-
perature at Reykjavik, the
world’'s northernmost capital,
is 30° F. in January and
52% ¥, in  July.

¥4

Hot springs heat city

The island has hundreds of
hot springs which provide
central heating for Reykja-
vik's buildings and for more
than 500,000 square feet of
greenhouses where bananas,
grapes and exotic flowers are
grown. The most famous, ti
“Stori Geysir” — hig geys
— throws a jet over 200 feet
high and has given its name
to similar phenomena in
other parts of the world.

In winter, Iceland's bays
and firths are invaded by
polar ice, while perpetual
snow and glaciers cover about
5400 square miles of the
highlands. In contrast, theve
are more than 100 volcanoes,

many still active (the last
eruption was in 1947) which
spew out lava and ash

through the snow caps, split-
ting enormous blocks of ice
that hurtle down into the
valleys, carrying everything
in their path, The Icelanders
call this the jokuihlaup, the
explosion of the perpetual
SNows.

With about four-fifths of
the country uninhabitable-
highlands, Iceland’s popula-
tion density is the lowest in

Europe: 105 persons per
square kilometre. Today,
nearly 70 per cent of tne

180,000 Icelanders are con-
centrated in the towns and
villages (Reykjavik alone has
a population of 75,0000 30 per
cent work in agriculture, 20
per cent in fisheries (fish is
by far Iceland’'s biggest ex-
port), 30 per cent in indus-
try and commerce, and 9 per
cent in communications and
qunspmt (alr and rond trans-

r Tant

from the pony-cart to air
travel).

This modern, democratic
country, which is in the en-
viable position of never ha-
ving made war on any other
nation, where most of the
population has been literate
since the end of the 1§ith
century (compulsory educa-
tion was introduced in 1807),
has a thousand-year-old tra-
dition of liberty and indepen-
dence. In fact, it ig to this
love of freedom that it owes
its existence a® a mation.

The island was settled from
the year 874 onwards by Nor-
wegian Vikings. These men,
local chiefs and yeomen, had
left the mainland with their
families and livestock to es-
cape from the rule of King
Harold the Fairhaired, who
wanted to extend his hege-
mony over the whole country.

Ingolfur Arnarson, the rirst
settler, left Norway as the
vesult of the feud. He took
with him the main posts from
the great hall of his mansion
and, when he sighted the
coast of Iceland, he threw
them overboard vowing that
he would settle wherever they
drifted -ashore. The place
which he called Reykjavik
(The Gulf of Steam) for
the hot springs' in’ the vicini-
ty — is today the capital of
Iceland.

‘Book of the Icelanders’

Other settlers soon followed
Ingolfur, Their numbers were
so great that within 60 years
all the habitable land was
occupied — according to the
Islendingabolk (Book of the
Icelanders), written in the
12th century by Ari Porgils-
son. The Landnamabok (Book
of Settlement), written du-
riflg” the same€ period, gives a
full account of the partition
of the land among the first
settlers, It lists the names of
four hundred landnamsmenn
(leaders of Iimmigrant

groups), their ancestry, where
they came from and why
they left their early home.

According to the Landnama-
bok, most of the colonists
were Norwegians, but there
were also a number of Swedes
and men from “West of the
Sea” the British Isles and
Ireland.

hus the sottlan

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarna Benediktssonar © Bo#

is famous for its hot springs which provide

rately without the backing of ¢
any public authority. But it §§
was not long before the nt,cd
for a S}Stcm of laws a‘ld
principles of justice that¢
could be applied to the whole ¢
people came to be recognized,
especially since the king of }
Norway was trying to estab- }
lish his authority over the
island.

This code of laws
up by Ulfliot, a
of a distinguished fa
adopted in 930 in
of Thingvellir, about 30 miles ¢
from Reykjavik. It pro-§
claimed the Icelandiec repub-
lic ag a free and independent J
state, and created a “parlia-
ment,” the Althing, which is¢
the oldest logltlame a«semoly
in Europe.

drawn ¢
member
mily, was
the plain ¢

Vikings set out {
of ¢

But while the people
Iceland were busy laying the ¢
foundations of their state,(

others, following the Vil(ingﬁ
tradition, set out to explore$
the seas. In 986, under the}
leadership of Eric the Red,?
colonies were founded in¢
Greenland and it was Eric's
son, Leifur Eiriksonn, \\'jm‘v
first discovered North Ameri-
ca in 1,000 A.D. He called it
Vinland (land of the vine)

for according to the -mn
grapes and wheat grew wild

there.

The life and adventures of
the Icelanders in the first)
centuries of colonization are
recorded in the sagas, written{
during the 12th and 13th cen-§
turies, the golden age of Ice-
landic literature, which rank}
among the most notable lite-¢
rary works of mediaeval Eu-¢
rope, These works, as well as§

' 4
Y
1
I
4

the old Norse poetry and}
historical accounts such as
the Landnamabolk and the@

famous Heimskringla (Histo-
ry of the Kings of Norway) §
by Snorri Sturluson, are a’
living heritage for every Ice-
lander and have played a ]
great part in preserving their !
language more or less intactd
since the 13th century. Today, §
every Icelander can read
these ancient works in tho
text, much more easily ing
fact than the average Fng- ¢
lishman can read the lan-¢{
guage of Shakespeare, This$
literary tradition continues to
this day, for Iceland pub-
lishes more books per capita )
than any other country and
has produced many poets and
writers, one of the most)
translated being the novelist )}
Halldor Kiljan Laxness who ¢
won | the Nokel TLiterature(
Prize in 10855.

Independence lost
After vears of indepen-

PN




Prize in 1955,

Independence lost

After 332 years of indepen-
dence, which witnessed the
country's conversion to Chris-
tianity in the year 1,000, the
republic came to an end in
1262, when the Icelanders be-
came subjects of the king of
Norway. In 1380, Norwny;mdg
Iceland came under the rule
of the Danish crown, and
Iceland gradually lost its in-¢
dependence until, in the 18th§
century, it had only provin-'
cial autonomy. p

A constitutional dispute/
| arose, the Icelanders
taining that they had C
allvgmncn to :hL Danish lfm"
Fnﬂr to the Danish Govern-
ment, Under the ](\ldLl.z]ll]._‘e
of l]w-.. president of the Al-¢|
thing, Jon Sigurosson (Ic
land’s national hero), the is
land obtained control of its$
own finances in 1874. It got
home rule in 1904 and, inpQ
1918, became independent, ¢
though still united with Den-
mark under the Danish
crown.

On June 17, 1944, Iceland
once more became an inde-
pendent republic. It joined §
the United Nationg in 1946,
and ] me a member of
Unesco on June 8, 1964, ¢

b

(Unesdo) &

1
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