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Red Pressure on Iceland

HE demand, backed by a 31-18

vote in Iceland’s parliament,
that the United States remove all
its armed forces from the strategi-
cally important island is a concrete
and unpleasant example of how per-
vasive the influence of Communism
is throughout the world.

Here is an isolated nation on a
bit of land in'the North Atlantic. Its
economy is simple. Its people have
no ideological ties with Communism
or practical reasons to need to con-

ciliate Russia. It is true that Iceland
is vulnerable to air attack from the
east, but it is equally vulnerable
from the west, in the event of war,
should it find itself on the side of
the Soviets.

The Communists have been
working on Iceland’s people for a
long time and their propaganda and
“hate America” campaign have suc-
ceeded at least to the extent that
they appear to control the country’s
legislative machinery, perhaps that
of the whole government.

The demand ostensibly is based
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on popular feeling that Iceland
wants no foreign troops stationed
on her soil; that Iceland is capable
of manning her own defenses with
her own resources.

No one can blame any nation for
wishing to be self-sufficient. More-
over, the United States is a longtime
and traditional defender of the prin-
ciple of the right of any people to
self-determination — to decide how |
to run their own affairs without
outside interference.

Yet the crisis — minor perhaps,
but still a crisis — undeniably puts
the U.S. in a difficult position.

If we acceded, we are virtually
conceding the struggle for control
of Iceland and its strategic advan-
tages to the enemy of the free world.
If we refuse and apply pressure to
make the decision stick, we are open
to the accusation of using the same
methods as the enemy.

What the outcome will be, no
one can say at this time. The only
certain thing about it is that neither
alternative is an attractive one.
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BASE ON IGELAND
15 VITAL T0 NATO

U. 8. Hopes Government Wil
Change Its Mind About
Withdrawal of Forces

By ANTHONY LEVIERO
Speclal to THe New York TIMES,

WASHINGTON, March 31—
The first shock from Iceland has
passed and Washington is won=
dering what may be done to keep
that small but vital bastion in
the Western alliance,

Dispatches from Reykjavik

Wednesday suggested a blunt
parliamentary demand for the
withdrawal of all United States
forces based on the wvolcanis
island near the Arctiec Circle.
The more recent news indicates,
however, that the resolution may
really be a maneuver to outwit
the Communists, If the Commu-~
nists fail to gain in the Icelandis
parliamentary elections in June,
the go-home talk is expected to
die.
The situation therefore calls
for reappraisal and positive ac-
tion by Washington during the
next two months if the United
States forces, to say nothing of
prestige, are to be maintained
in that little republic. Moscow,
which has already started ex-
ploiting the incident in its propa=
ganda, is expected to do its ute
most to widen this little fissure
in the North Atlantic Treaty Or=
ganization.

The capital iz still studying
official reports from Iceland and
there is as yet no indication of
the course that may be taken to
preserve good feelings and the
treaty that permitted the small
combined Army-Navy-Air Force
command to enter Iceland May
7, 1951,

An Important Base

Officials here regard the Icee
landic outpost, astride the North
Atlantic sea lanes and the Great
Circle air routes, as only slightly
less important than it was in
World War 1I, The advent of
intercontinenta]l ‘bombers such as
the B-52 will tend to diminish
its importance somewhat. But
Iceland will always be important
as a radar outpost to give early
warning of any atomic air attack
from the Soviet Union against
the Western Hemisphere. If
will always be important, too, in
the war against submarines,

It iz said here, however, that
Iceland is more important as a
watchpost for Western Europe
than for the United States. A
Soviet air offensive against
Western Europe would risk less
by a seaward flanking approach
than by a frontal attack along
the Iron Curtain.

The American forces in Ice-

land, compared with those based
on the island in World War II,
are small. The combined forces
under Brig, Gen. John W, White
of the Air Force include a bat-
talion-size Army unit, one Air
Force fighter squadron linked
to the headquarters of an air de-
fense system, a Navy air patrol
squadron and a handful of naval
ships.
There are a few radar early
warning sites linked with the
air defenses of Western Europe
and of the Western Hemisphere
jContinental Air Defense Com-
imand,

Island Vacuum

What concerns military offi-
cials here is that if the with-
drawal resolution is carried out,
Iceland would become a military
vacuum practically on the front
line of the cold war.

This would mean that if hos-
tilities occurred there would be
a race to occupy the island and
if the Soviet got there first it
would gain a dangerous salient
in the sea and air flank of the
Western alliance.

Iceland is a little country of
39,758 square miles, about 160,-
000 people and meager natural
resources, Her economy is not
in good condition. Reykjavik,
the capital, is 2,600 miles from
L | New York and 2,100 miles from
Moscow,

Comparatively heavy United
States expenditures, including
.1$200,000,000 for a naval base,
h|have contributed to an inflations
Blary situation that was aggras
vated last year by a Communista
led strike that hit the fisheries
k|and shipping.

Thus the economic field is one
that offers possibilities for con-
structive American action that
would favorabiy impress Ice-
e|landers when they go to the
polls in June,




N.A.T.O. Pact
Weaknesses
Show Up

CELAND may not ecarry through its Par-
I liament's resolution asking the United
States to withdraw its military force sta
tioned there as part of the North Atlantie
Treaty Organization defense.

But the mere fact the resolution was
passed is added evidence of something
that has been going on for some time, the
deterioration of N.A.T.0. The eastern
flank of N.A.T.O. has been weakened seri-
ously by the Greek-Turkish-British quarrel
over Cyprus. Its center has been sapped
by withdrawal of French army units
(another division was taken out this
week) to try to handle the disorders in
North Africa. And now part of the west-
ern flank may be weakened.

The nations involved in all these
actions surely recognize that these things
have in fact diminished N.A.T.0.s po-
tential. Why are they willing to risk de-
stroying the shield which, theoretically at
least, has protected them for five years?

Is Concept Outdated?

The answer, we helieve, may lie in a
growing belief that the original concept
of NA.T.O. as a ground shield against
Russian overland aggression is outdated.

N.AT.0, took effective form early in
1951 while the Korean war was raging and
the West feared Russia might use that
outbreak as a cover for an invasion of
Western and Southern Europe. N.A.T.0.'s
forces were to wage a delaying action
while the American strategic air force
struck the heart of the Soviet Union with
atomic bombs. The theory was that while
Russia had had atomic weapons for more
than a year, it did not have them in suffi-
cient quantities to risk an atomic war.

In the last five years, that situation has
changed. Russia now has the bombs and
the means to deliver them. Presumably it
could devastate any of the European
N.A.T.O. countries, and only the United
States could retaliate in force, Thus the
importance of N.A.T.0.s ground shield
has diminished.

Chief Deferrent Remains

Of course, the ultimate deterrent, Ameri-
can power fo retaliate powerfully in an
atomic war, remains. It is the shield upon
which, we suppose, the European N.A.T.O,
countries are relying. It is hard to be-
lieve, for example, that the Greeks would
be so pugnacious about Cyprus if they
feared a Soviet invasion as much as they
did five years ago.

From the American point of view, bases
for our atomic-bomb-carrying planes still
are needed in N.A.T.0, countries, If the
alliance is weakened and those bases ars
denied us, the countries involved are en-
dangering themselves as well as the rest
of the alliance,

For their part, the weaker N.A.T.O.
{auntries may be-aSking? Wiy should we
provide bases that might invite an enemy
attack? Why not seek safety by withdraw-
ing, letting the two giants (Russia and
the United States) fight it out?

That may be too gloomy an interpre-
tation, but the gradual weakening of
N.AT.O, indicates something of the sort
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Iceland Is a NATO Problem

The resolution of the parliament
of Iceland asking the United States
to withdraw its troops from the
base there is a symptom which, if
it infects others, may gravely un-
dermine the strategic defenses of
NATO.

The Icelandic parliament formal-
ly makes its request with the as-
sertion that since international ten-
sions have noticeably eased, the
need for foreign troops on her soil
has passed.

But there is more in the back-
ground than this statement of jus-
tification. The people of Iceland
are stalwartly proud of their inde-
pendence and sovereignty: their
parliament dates back 1,000 years
and is the oldest in the Western
world. The presence of foreign
troops touches the delicately sensi-
tive nerve of their pride. As is

—
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Iceland is a strategic crossroads.

implicit in a situation where troops
of one land are stationed in another,

points of friction have developed,
and have broken out in open resent-
ment of our garrison by the Ice-
landers. Then again, although not
publicly stated by Iceland, the eas-
ing of international tensions has
increased the sentiment of neutral-
ism and furnished an opportunity
for nations bent that way to try
to get out from taking sides.

What is disturbing is that such
assertive insistence on national sov-
ereignty may spread with unhappy
results. The countries of North
Africa and in the Arab world, com-
ing into their independence and
belligerently assertive against what
they consider infringements upon
it, might be infected by Iceland’s
declaration. We have important air
bases in that whole area which are
as essential in the defense of the
West as is the Iceland base.

Iceland controls the routes by sea
and air between the United States
and Western Europe. In the hands
of an enemy in wartime, Icelandic
bases could prove dangerous to the
Western cause. The United States,
it will be remembered, moved into
Iceland by agreement, as a security
measure, even before we entered
the last war.

The decision of Iceland to re-
assert its independence of even the
relatively small U.S. garrison is not
a problem for Washington alone.
It is a problem for NATO, of which
Iceland is an original member. The
delicate issue in diplomacy pro-
duced by the request is the work-
ing out of a formula that will at
once satisfy the deep pride of the
Icelanders and yet keep the base
functioning in the NATO frame-
work. Fortunately, there is a year
and a haif of grace 16 seex accommo-
dations.
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BASE ON IGELAND
15 VITAL T0 NATO

U. 8. Hopes Government Wil
Change Its Mind About
Withdrawal of Forces

By ANTHONY LEVIERO
Special to Tex Nzw York TiMES.

WASHINGTON, March 31—
The first shock from Iceland has
passed and Washington is won=
dering what may be done to keep
that small but vital bastion in
the Western alliance,

Dispatches from Reykjavik
| Wednesday suggested a blunt
parliamentary demand for the
withdrawal of all United States
forces based on the volcanio
island near the Arctic Circle,
The more recent news indicates,
however, that the resolution may

the Communists. If the Commus-
nists fail to gain in the Icelandic
parliamentary elections in June,
|the go-home talk is expected ta
die,

The situation therefore calls
for reappraisal and positive ac-
tion by Washington during the
next two months if the United
States forces, to say nothing of
prestige, are to be maintained
in that little republic. Moscow,
which has already started ex-

ganda, is expected to do its ute
most to widen this little fissure
in the North Atlantic Treaty Or=
ganization.

The capital is still studying
official reports from Iceland and
there is as yet no indication of
the course that may be taken to
preserve good feelings and the
treaty that permitted the small
combined Army-Navy-Air Force

7, 1951,

An Important Base

Officials here regard the Ice-
landic outpost, astride the North
Atlantic sea lanes and the Great
Circle air routes, as only slightly
less important than it was in
World War II. The advent of
intercontinenta] bombers such as
the B-52 will tend to diminish
its importancea somewhat. But
| Iceland will always be important
as a radar outpost to give early
warning of any atomic air attack
from the Soviet Union against
the Western Hemisphere, It
will always be important, too, in
[ the war against submarines.

It is said here, however, that
Iceland is more important as a
watchpost for Western Europe
than for the United States. A
Soviet air offensive against
Western Europe would risk less
by a seaward flanking approach
than by a frontal attack along
the Iron Curtain,

The American forces in Ice-
land, compared with those based
on the island in World War II,
are small. The combined forces
under Brig, Gen. John W, White
of the Air Force include a bat-
talion-size Army unit, one Air
Force fighter squadron linked
to the headquarters of an air de-
|fense system, a Navy air patrol
squadron and a handful of naval
ships,

There are a few radar early
warning sites linked with the
air defenses of Western Hurope
and of the Western Hemisphere
Continental Air Defense Com-
mand,

Island Vacuum

What concerns military offi-
cials here is that if the with-
drawal resolution is carried out,
Iceland would become & military
vacuum practically on the front
line of the cold war.

This would mean that if hos-
tilities occurred there would be
a race to occupy the island and
if the Soviet got there first it
would gain a dangerous salient
in the sea and air flank of the
Western alliance.

Iceland is a little country of
39,758 square miles, about 160,-
000 people and meager natural
resources, Her economy is not
in good condition, Reykjavik,
the capital, is 2,600 miles from
New York and 2,100 miles from
Moscow,

Comparatively heavy United-
States expenditures, including
$200,000,000 for a naval base,”
have contributed to an inflation-

vated last year by a Communist=
led strike that hit the fisheries-
and shipping.

Thus the economic field is one
that offers possibilities for con-
structive American action that
would favorably impress Ice-
landers when they go {o the

polls in June,
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REYKJAVIK, Iceland—The Iceland Parliament’s call for with-
drawal of U.S. troops is not expected to get beyond the talking
stage unless the Communists.gain enough strength in pariamentary
elections June 24 to back demands for further action.

Parliament approved a resolution over Conservative opposition
Tuesday calling for departure of U. S. troops stationed here as an
NATO force since 1951.

The demand, which would leave this strategic North Atlantic’
outpost undefended, aroused open -concern in Washington and glee-
ful support in Moscow.

But informed sources here said it was all part of a political
maneuver designed to cut the ground from under the Reds.

They said the Farmers party and others joined the Commun-
ists in supporting the resolution in order to steal thunder from the
left. The Reds reportedly hope to gain strength in the parliament-
ary elections with demands that foreign troops get out of Iceland.

The idea appeared to be that if the Reds did not score major
gains in the election, the go-home demand would be allowed to die.

PHILADELPHIA—Men and machines bored deeper today into the
still smoking ruins of a big granary in search for the last of three who
perished in the city's worst explosion.

Beyond the loss of life, the cost was reckoned in injuries inflicted
on between 85 and 100 persons; in property damage estimated by
some as much as 3% million dollars; in dislocations that in some in-
stances will last for weeks.

Rescue squads yesterday recovered the bodies of men identified,
the first with assurance and the other tentatively, as Arthur Harrell,
35, Vineland, N. J., and Vyrin Whilden, 31, Dorchester, N. I,




We'll Have to Persuade Iceland

It's started. America’s
bases are coming under the' same sort
of attack that has driven the British
from Suez, the Sudan, Palestine, India,
Pakistan, Ceylon, Burma, Southern Ire-
land, Southern Iran, and that threatens
the British forces remaining in Cyprus,
Gibraltar, Singapore, Hong Kong, Cape
Town and Bahrein,

The parliament of strategic little
Iceland (population 160,000; present
armed forces: none) has voted 31 to 18
to ask the withdrawal of U, S. Army,
Navy and Air forces.

During the U. S. occupation of 1941-
47 and 1951-56, the U. S. has spent
millions in Iceland—on air base facili-
ties, radar installations, and so on.
Since 1951, the U, S. has been respons-
ible for the defense of Iceland under
an agreement with the Icelandic gov-
ernment.

As a member of the North Atlantic

Treaty Organization, Iceland has had
no armed forces to contribute, but it

has contributed its strategic geo-
graphic situation flanking the NATO
alliance’s North Atlantic lifeline,

Now Icelandic parliamentarians are
talking of building up a defense force
of  Icelanders to replace the U. S.
forces. That would be something like
the people of Polk county taking over
from the United States the defense of
Jowa and Nebraska.

The 1951 agreement can be ended
by either the U. S. or Iceland in an
18-months’ period.

The U. S. still hopes it may be able
to salvage something out of the agree-
ment, and suspects that the depressed
state of Iceland’'s major export indus-
try—selling fish on the world market
—has a good deal to do with present
dissatisfaction, Neither Britain nor the
U. S. has been buying as much of the
Icelanders’ fish catch lately as they

overseas

used to, under pressure from their.own
national fishery interests.

There is also a substantial strain of
neutralism and isolationism among
Icelanders, and the Icelandic Commu-
nists rank third among Iceland’s four
biggest political parties in voting
strength.

 Seis, i

The U. S. system of alliances and
bases is fundamentally different from
the Communist system. U. S. alliances
are based upon genuinely-voluntary
agreements of genuinely - sovereign
governments—and in the nature of
things sovereign governments are not

" going to agree all the time. No sover-

eign government is long happy with
foreign bases and foreign troops on its
soil.

In the long run, the only really
workable solution (and brothey! is that
hard to work) is to turn the free world
alliances. into some kind of free world
federal union, in which decisions are
made by and for the whole system,
instead of separately, nation by nation.

In the short run, the U. S. must give
sympathetic consideration to all the
many grievances of its allies, and try
to win their co-operation. It must try
to lead them, not drive them.

The U. S, cannot “buy” them: no
country with self respect is for sale,
and no country which is for sale stays
bought. for very long. But judiciously
and tactfully used, the tremendous
economic strength and know-how of
the U. S. can be a powerful asset in
winning co-operation.

The temptation which the U. S. must
avoid at all costs is the brutal short-
cut of imposing its will by force upon
weaker allies. Many Icelanders feel
the U. S. did exactly that in taking
over the defense of Iceland in 1941
and again in 1951,

Les /‘fuoﬂﬁiﬁﬁﬁm ﬁdfj/




N Yiletahl- Tribune, fprid 4

EXERCISE ARCTIC NIGHT—

to seize an “‘enemy”

American troops.

ession of the five-power United

ations Subcommittee on Dis-
armament. Russia presented some
revised proposals of its own, and
they were noteworthy for their
lack of emphasis on banning
atomic weapons.

For about ten years Russia has
been demanding that the destruc-
tion of existing stocks of nuclear
weapons should be the first step
in armaments reduction. The
United States could not go along
with that; atomic superiority
acted as our shield. The fact that
Russia no longer is so anxious for
an atomic ban could mean that
the Soviet Union believes it now
is on a footing of equality with
the United States in the nuclear
weapons field.

Another indication of possible
progress toward East-West agree-
ment was Russia's acceptance—in
principle—of President Eisen-
hower “open skies” proposal. If
the idea can be worked out it will
mean that Russian observers in
planes will keep tabs on what is
going on militarily in the United
States, and our observers will gaze
down on Russia. Russia has looked
askahce at the proposal, calling it
“gerial esplonage.” The kindlier
view which Russia now seems to
be adopting was forwarded in dc-
tail to Washington for study.

Iceland Is Restive

A potential chink in the armor
of NATO appeared. Iceland, which
was one of the founding members
of the North Atlantic Treaty Or-

e ganization, demanded in a Parlia-
mentary resolution that American
troops be withdrawn.

The bleak, volcanic Island of

In Iceland, which is about the size of
Kentucky, has no armed forces of

its own. In protect it against pos-

sible seizure by the Germans in
World War II, the British occupied
Iceland in 1940 when it was nomi-
nally a part of Denmark. Two
years later the United States took
over the task of protection, but
our forces were withdrawn when

the war was over.
at Iceland’s reguest (it

again landed

It was
American

troops

stronzhold.

Irrrqld Tr!hun(anucd Prets from Defense Department -

Paratroopers of the 82d Air-

horne Division jump near Thule Air Force Base in Greenland

The importance of Thule has

heen enhanced in view of Iceland’s demand for withdrawal of

there in 1951 to form part of the
chain of NATO defenses. Since
then the United States has spent
$150 million building and main-
talning the island’s defenses. The —
main Iitem is the airfield at
Keflavik and three American-
operated radar stations. This is
Iceland's contribution to NATO—
to act as a strategically situated
airfield. Sitting at the Arctiec Cir-
cle, near the top of the world, the
island is about half way between
New York and Moscow, and it is a
valuable refueling stop for trans-
Atlantic planes.

Last week's resolution was a tri-
umph for the Icelandic Commu-
nists. They echoed the Khrush-
chev line: the world atmosphere
has changed for the better, so why
bother about expensive defenses
and burdensome alliances? This is
one-of the Soviet methods of try-

ing to undermine NATO, and the
same song is being sung in Norway
and Denmark :

The moderate parties, although
voting with the Communists to

demand withdrawal of American
troops, softened the resolution te
include an assertion that Iceland
would ©0
NATO.
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By KEN METHERAL
Canadian Press Staff Writer
LONDON (CP) — Iceland’s

tion June 24 to elect a new parlia-
ment.

The key issue in the election
campaign is the question of allow-
ing United States forces to remain
in the country.

The same issue in late March
brought. about the downfall of
the country's coalition govern-
ment. And the final act of the
outgoing parliament was to give
decisive approval to a resolution
calling for withdrawal of all for-
| eign troops.

A NATO source said any such
{withdrawal would “vitally affect
the North Atlantic alliance.”

Iceland, an oval-shaped island
whose bleak, rocky terrain was a
familiar sight fo hundreds of Cana-
dian servicemen during the Sec-
ond World War, is strategically
situated just south of the Arctic
circle some 200 miles east of
Greenland. It is a vital base for
control of the North Atlantic in

southeast; Newfoundland 1,-
500 miles to the southwest.
TOOK OVER DEFENCE

Lacking an army or navy of her
own, Iceland in 1951 signed a
bilateral agreement with the
United States allowing American
Army, Navy and Air Force to
take over defence of the 40,437-
square-mile island.

This agreement is under fire in
the electioneering now under way.

The agreement, negotiated at
NATO's request, has never been
popular with Iceland's 10,000 in-
habitants, who share the tradi-
tional- Scandinavian tendency to-
ward neutrality. The country's
constitution, drafted in 1918 when
Tceland won independence from
Denmark although retaining a link
with the Danish crown, gives voice
to this desire in a clause stating
that “foreign forces shall not be
stationed in Iceland in peacetime.”

Only the intensity of the cold
war in 1951 brought the reluctant
waiving of the clause and accept-
ance of the agreement by Iceland-
ers, The gradual lessening of in-
ternational tension brought a cor-
responding growth in demand for
revision or cancellation of the
agreement, climaxed March 27
when the government of Premier
Olafur Thors was overthrown.

Mr. Thors, who supports the
| agreement, had headed a coalition
government made up of his con-

/
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time of war. The northern tip of|
Scotland is only 500 miles to the|
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Iceland Eleetioneering Ominous

For Future Of Vital NATO Base
W

- ; ' fu-|ty. In the 1953 general election the
ture as a major NATO base rests|coalition won 37 seats in the 52-

on the outcome of a general elec- member Althing - the Icelandic

servative Independence party and
the Progressive, or Farmers’, par-

parliament,
QUIT COALITION

But early this year, the Farm-
ers’ party, holding 16 seats, voted
to withdraw from the coalition.
The Farmers’ party joined with
members of the Social Democrat,
Communist and National Defence
parties to pass the resolution call-
ing for withdrawal of foreign
forces and Thors resigned. The
vote was 31 to 18 for withdrawal
with three members of the pre-
mier’'s parfy abstaining.

The resolution stressed that it
was withdrawal of foreign troops,
not complete abandonment of
NATO, that was sought, It sug-
gested that the agreement be ‘“re-
vised immediately’” with a view to
Icelanders themselves ‘“taking
over maintenance and manage-

ment of all defence posts, though
not military activities.”
An Icelandic legation source in|

Year-Round
St. Lawrence

Route Costly

MONTREAL (CP)—Recent re-
search has revived debate on the
possibility of year-round navigation
on the St. Lawrence river, now
closed to ships approximately 3%
months every winter.

Research experts say the river
and Great Lakes route could be
kept open throughout the year, but
at considerable expense. Veteran
seamen argue that winter naviga-
tion would be hazardous and too
costly to help shippers.

Prof. E. R. Pounder, director of
McGill University's new Ice Re-
search Project said Monday that
year-round navigation on the river
would be feasible if:

1. Large capital expenditures
were made on improvements de-
signed to conserve the heat of Lake
Ontario and direct it into the ship-
ping channel.

2. If a large number of small ice-
breakers were maintained to keep
the shipping channel open.

Prof. Pounder in an interview
said the development of huge iron
ore deposits in northern Quebec
has brought year-round navigation
closer to reality.
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[London said the resolution meant!
Iceland would be willing to main- |
tain the defence establishments for
use in case of emergency, but that
they would not be manned under
present conditions.

Between 3,000 and 5,000 United |
States personnel now are in Ice-
land, the majority at a huge air
base situated some 36 miles from
the country’s capital of Reykjavik,
The United States has spent
more than $1,500,000,000 on build-
ing up the island's defences, the
majority on the air base that
covers 20 square miles of volcanic
lava.

Although the island is the most
sparsely populated country in Eu-
{rope, about 20,000 Icelanders emi-|
grated to Canada near the end of
the 19th century, the majority set-|
tling in Manitoba and Saskatche-|
wan.
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IU- S. Has Hope Of Keeping | ond TIVES HERALD

Friday, March 30, 1956
Forces at Iceland Base

By John W. Finney
United Press

United States officials ex-|decrease American activity in|

1
pressed hope yesterday that|that country \\ilhout_ taking |
i1, | @Way United States rights to|
arrangements can be n_1adeu.1tl1:us(_ the strategic hase.  Als
Iceland to avoid American “"”“iFm'ce officials voiced “grave |

drawal from a vital air base at|concern” over the possibility of |

Keflavik. lln?inﬁ 1hdc ba;e. E % &\
. celand’s Foreign Minister, -
“..Z(l;:cjéz1:'T;’ﬁegaﬁlfi?:?itsig:: Kristinn Gudmundsson, said BUY AND

missile warfare has reduced |
of the 1951 treaty under which|Iceland’s importance as an| - SAVE AT ...

United States forces are sta-|Allied base, He also said there |
tioned at the base, an important|has been an easing of East- BUCKINGHAM
stepping stone on flights to|West tensions, |~

Europe. [ Under the 1951 agreement,

However, the Icelandic Am-|Iceland may ask for renegotia- SUPER MARKETS

bassador here said the resolu-|tion of the treaty. The North |
lid not call for withdrawal of |Atlantic Treaty Council will|

Inited States forces, as had make recommendations for the | W 2920
been reported in some news|two nations to consider in the| &8

Hispatches from Reykjavik. negotiations.

The State Department re- Qne step might be for the i NICHOLS AVE. S.E
eived a copy of the resolution|United States to remove Amer- | §

esterday and began studying|ican civilians new working in

t immediately. It declined com-|Iceland under the base agree- | ]3]9

ent on the matter for the time [ment. This would not require | 8 \

eing. withdrawal of militay forces or|@ RHODE 1S. AVE. N.E.
Informed sources believed|bar the Air Force from using| } -
celand is seeking some ar- th}eﬂl{x}.eﬂa?k lIlnau:le-. I :
angement that would tend to 1ough th-re -have been| M
3 some points of conflict with Ice- FRESH KILLED
land over the base, Air Force

officials were caught by sur-|(@ EE"U'NE BELTSV"—LE

prise by the Parliament’s ac-

tion.
The island, east of Greenland
Just below the Arctic Circle,

serves as a stopping point for

relatively short-range planes,

such as the F-84 fighter-bomber., : Ib-
NATO Council & (
May Scrap

Headquarters 6 fo 8 Ib. Avg,
By Russ Braley / PAN READY

N. Y. Daily News Service
FRANKFURT, Martch 29
The North Atlantic Treaty Or- SUGAR CURED

ganization has decided to serap SMOKED PICNIC
the billion-dollar Ame rican

nerve center for European de-| B
fense, now jammed into the
range of Russia’s vaunted 1500-

mile guided missile, press re-
ports said today.

Swiss and German newspa-
pers said NATO ministers|
agreed at their February meet-
ing to decentralize the activ-
ities, Their new locations still
may be within range of Sovieti
missiles, but they will no|
longer be sitting ducks. | B

Ijgnitcd Si.atesg Army Head-|§@ FAMILY SIZE
quarters refused comment on
the reports. \
The center, much of it huilt

in a rush during the Korean @ U. S. PRIME
War, has been criticized as a
gold mine of graft. Almost be- or CHOICE

fore the complex of United

States bases there were operat-| §
ing, strategists marked them
as vulnerable to Russian atom|
r

bombers. | v

Some 25,000 American serv- ., ar U fh@g!
icemen and their dependents v i v -
are in the area. It contains
three air bases, headquarters|®
of the United States 12th Air| @
Force, a giant engineers’ ord-
Inance depot, two-thirds of the|
|[Army’s combat equipment,|
acres of fuel storage, the big-| B
gest American overseas hos-| @
pitals, and many other activ-
ities.

Anti-Kremlin (37 v, s rome
Blast Shakes | o GHOIGE

| Ttalian Reds |§ SHOULDER
|| rowE, Maren 29 w—a nev| @ WEAI CHODPS
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p1tals, and many other actw-
ities.

Anti-Kremlin
Blast Shakes
Italian Reds

| ROME, March 29 (P—A new
outburst of protest aimed at
the Kremlin itself ripped
through the free world’s biggest
Communist Party organization
today.

Unita, official organ of the
Italian Communist Party, pub-
lished a scathing speech by 60-
year-old Sen. Umberto Terra-

cini in which he denounced
|Soviet Communists as “undemo-
cratic” because of their cam-
paign to minimiz~ the work of
the late Premier Josef Stalin.

Many anti-Communist obser-
vers interpreted the speech,
which was made yesterday at a
meeting of Communist Italian
Senators, as a bid to oust Pal-
miro Togliatti as head of the
Italian party. Other sources
said the address could have
been intended to show the
“democratic” side of the Italian
 Communists. £
| Terracini has been in the
[party doghouse for some time
[because he was anti-Stalin
when the rest of the Com-|{
munist world was worshiping
at the Stalin altar.

His new attack on the Krem-|§
lin, combined with comment
| fromdisgruntled “old-line”
Reds who dlsllke the Soviet
partys new ‘“soft” policy,
placed Togliatti in a weaker
position. It also created con-
fusion in the Italian party,
with nation-wide local elections
only two months away.
| Unita admitted for the first
|time that Italian Reds were dis-
| tressed by the anti-Stalin move.
It printed a watered-down ver-
sion of Terracini’s criticism. |
| “Do you really believe that|'§
lone can speak of real democ-
|racy in the Soviet Union when
the Supreme Soviet meet~ only
a couple of times a year?” He|'§
asked. |
“Tt is said that the demolition |
of Stalinism has been in course
for three years. We have mno
knowledge of it, Buf we do| 4
know we are faced by a bad
situation that will create for
us a severe sethack . ..

“Today, they say things have
changed, but the only thing|§
changed is the men. If the myth|
of one man is created, it is the | (§
fault of everyone ...

“So the truth of yesterday is|

1csponszb111ty becomes Lollec
tive.”

Togliatti was invited to the g
meeting -of Italy’s Communist|
enators, but did not appear.

not the truth of today, and 1he' :

U. S. PRIME
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Editorials—

Weakening NATO

As a former prime minister of
Iceland said on a visit to St. Paul last
week, both internal and international
politics will be factors in final deter-
mination of whether or not American
troops remain there, manning a
NATO air base that happens to be
almost precisely midway between
Moscow and Washington. Even so
important an issue is being colored
by a domestic competition for votes
next June.

Iceland
North Atlantic Treaty Organization in the

is a charter member of the
peculiar position of having nothing to con-
tribute to the western world’s collective
security program beyond its location on

the globe. It has no armed forces. Likely,
it never will have, for armed strength is a
costly impossibility in a nation that num-
bers 150,000, inhabiting a cpuntry half
Minnesota’s size.

Americans and British shared Iceland's
strategic location in the World War II
period, and aircraft based there plaved a
major role in finally winning the battle of
the Atlantic. Convoys to Murmansk, car-
rying supplies to Soviet Russia, were all
organized in a fjord on Iceland's west
coast., Unfortunately for Icelanders, with
their peaceable tradition of more than ten
centuries, the country is still strategically
located in view of tensions that have now
long divided east and west.

American troops returned to the airport
they had built at Keflavik, 35 miles south-
west of Iceland's capital city of Reykjavik,
through a military protection agreement
under NATO auspices, in 1951. The Korean
war was then at its height. Ever since, in
Iceland and in other countries where
Americans are stationed abroad, reaction
to the presence of such troops has fluc-
tuated in accordance with the presumed
imminence or remoteness of war danger,

There are Icelanders who sincerely be«
lieve that the smiles at Geneva last sum-
mer ushered in an easing of tensions that
may become permanent. There are others,
in their Communist party, disguised under
the mouth-filling label, “United People’s
Front Socialist Party,” who follow the
Moscow line, with its recently redoubled
efforts toward weakening NATO in every
way possible.

The elections now scheduled for Ice«
land's 52-member parliamentary body, on
June 24, have been increasingly inevitable
for more than a year. Regular elections
would have come in 1957, but the present
situation is precipitated by the desire of
Hermann Jonasson, the Progressive party's
chairman, to end cabinet cooperation with
the Conservatives, and form a government
with more of a leftist orientation. The
campaign now starting is complicated not
alone by the Communists’ uncompromising
anti-American position, but by the fact
that the federation of Icelandic labor
unions will be offering candidates from a
combination of leftist parties, bringing
organized labor, as such, directly into the
political lists for the first time,

If the NATO agreement as to military
protection be finally abrogated, that
formal process will take a year and a half,
after the first step is launched. But a
majority of Icelanders will want four
radar installations manned, with some pro-
tection for a giant airport.

The whole situation, important to
NATO and to the western world's defen-
sive chain, will be an incident to elections
in which serious inflation and heightened
export problems will be issues. The out-
come may not be conclusive at all as to
the Keflavik base. World tensions will be
the major factor there. Yet the issue, in
Iceland or elsewhere, of whether American
troops are now “necessary’” or not chal-
lenges the NATO concept and its aims and
gives Soviet Russia a new tack for con-
tinuing propaganda.

Women's Clubs Advocs
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Driver Refreshe

The General
Clubs is striki
matter wis
safa

driving that they may become better ac-
quainted with present traffic problems
posed by many, many more cars on the
roads than there were when many of them
learned to drive.

Mrs. Theodore Chapman, federation
president, says the national group has sug-
gested four possible undertakings to help
older motorists to drive better. The four
proposals women drivers’ forums,
drivers’ refresher driver testing
clinics and traffic The pro-
posals largely the
greatest emphasis re-
fresher courses.

We talk about proper training for
younger- drivers, for youngsters of grade
and high school age, and we have made
excellent progress in such training. Hun-
dreds of thousands of high school students
have taken driving lessons and have come
out good drivers as a result of training
under skilled instructors. But many an
older person, though he may think himself
a good driver, needs a thoroughgoing ex-
amination of his driving habits and in
many cases their revision.

Four-lane traffic in the same direction,
one-way streets, the increasing speed nec-
essary on throughways, new procedures in
making turns and a host of later problems
have arisen that call for work and practice
on the part of motorists not familiar with
them now.

are:
courses,
court school.

self-explanatory;
will be placed on

are

A Good Patient

The advantage to the heart patient of
following out faithfully the regimen pre-
scribed for him is currently illustrated in
President Eisenhower's case. From all
accounts the president's cooperation in the
program his physicians have for him is
excellent, his willingness to follow instruc-
tions he knows are for his own good is
beyond question. Rules prescribed for him
are simple and common sense ones, recoms-
mended with the idea of improving his
health in the days ahead. The present
daily program places more stress, appar-
ently, on mild exercise that builds for fu-
ture strength. In other words, he ig a good
patient, according to the doctors, and that
means much in the conquering of any dis-
ease, Mr, Eisenhower's steady determina-
tion to lick the disease by faithfully
observing health rules should be an in-
spiration to others who may have had an
experience similar to this one.

Link Yaried Issues

With Welfare Week

Welfare Week in Minnesota has an
appropriate opening today as the three-day
meeting of the Minnesota Welfare Confer-
ence, its sixty-third annual session, gets
under way. St. Paul Hotel headquarters
for the gathering will, as usual, find the
publie, tax-supported agencies having the
heaviest representation. That is logical.
Theirs is the biggest load. Yet the pri-
vately supported agencies, those main-
tained by the Community Chest and by
church groups, will all be well represented.

Welfare activity is a tremendously
broad field. The need for it continues, de-
spite general prosperity. It ranks with
schools and highways as a major avenue
of public spending. And the growth of
private agencies proceeds, supplementing
some of the programs government maj
tains and adding warmly intimate to
which government can never quite

Among experts in the field, t
usually three views as to relation
the government welfare agen
private counterpart. There i
term the “extension ladder”
government agencies reack
those privately support
direct extension of
is the view whij
avoid duplig
of th

o
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Iceland Rocks the Boat

The resolution passed on Wednesday by
the Icelandic Parliament, calling for
withdrawal of American forces from Ice-
land, is bound to arouse grave misgiv-
ings in this country. Iceland is a charter
member of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization. Situated midway between
Moscow and New York, it occupies a
highly strategic position in NATO defense
plans. Its Keflavik air base is of greaft
importance not only for refueling air-
craft on the Atlantic crossing but as a
base of operations for the American me-
dium range B-47 homber. Loss of Keflavik
might mean a serious blow to the strik-
ing power of the Strategic Air Command.

The resolution cites, to be sure, an

“altered situation” in the world today
and suggests that foreign forces are no

longer needed in Iceland. American
forces were sent there in 1951, it may be
remembered, at the invitation of the
Icelandic government. They were invited
then, as they had been ten years earlier,
because the government recognized a
threat of war and had no armed forces
at its disposal. At the end of World War
II the first American contingent was
withdrawn: Icelanders seem to feel that
by now the second one should have fol-
lowed suif.

Quite without reference to any threat
of war, the continued stay of American
forces on Icelandic soil has been a source
o considerable friction in the island re-
public. Inflatmn has upset thc countrj s

Fhrowune

economy; labor has been attracted to
American employers; housing troubles
have been blamed on Americans; inevi-
table irritations have sprung up between
hosts and their long-term. guests. Com-
munists have fanned the embers of-this
discontent through the years, and now
there is 4 considerable anti-American
front of minor parties. When the two-
party government coalition split this
week on the Keflavik issue and Premier
Olafur Thors resigned, the future of the
defense base was clearly in jeopardy.

President Asgeir Asgeirsson has dis-
solved Pariament and called for new
elections on June 24. One can only hope
that the results will show a revived ap-
preciation on the part of Icelanders of
their country’s continuing need for help
to defend themselves. The United States
might help thg process by a serious and
sustained attempt in the meanwhile to
assure the people of Iceland that every
possible source of inconvenience and
friction attributable to United States
forces in the island will be removed.
This has been done successfully in the
neighborhood of other American bases by
co-operation between the base command
and local authorities and groups. Cer-
tainly every avenue should be explored
which might lead to realization by the
Icelanders that the United States values
highly their co-operation in NATO and
wishes it to continue on a basis of mu-
tual 1espect and good \ul]

,r- a,n




TruckNef

Interests

lcelander

The American system of large
[ fleet ownership of tru inter-
|esrpri the chairman of the Ice-
:l.'-mtin: truck drivers union here
| today.

i' Fridleifur Fridriksson, chair-

|
|
|
|
|
|

man of the Throttur Truck |
Drivers union of Iceland for 14
| years, was one of eight union
leaders from his countrv tour-
ing business plants in St. Paul
todas

In Iceland, he said, large H-““J
ownership of trucks is almost
unknown, with each driver own-
ing - his own wvehicle. He spent |
| most of the day visiting Mur-
| phy Motor Freight, Inc

The labor leaders said Iceland,
whose total population is 160;s |
000, has 160 different labor |
| unions with a  membership of |
29.000.

Two other members of the|
| group, - Ragnar Gudleifsson and |
| Jon Hjartar, representing the|
}scamr?n‘s‘ union, said an activity
| by the American seamen's union |
1 at San Pedro and San Fiam‘iscr\,i
| Calif., interested them. At the |
San Pedro port the union is
{ maintaining a school to t-:ach‘
| young men the life of a seaman. |
| Job reeruitment for the sea is a|
nrahlem in Teeland as well as in |
| America, the two said.
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Iceland Says ‘Go Home’

CCASIONAL reports of discontent
with the presence of American
troops in Iceland have now been
climaxed by a vote of the Icelandic
Parliament asking this country to with-
draw them. Unless a change of senti-
__ment follows the election of a new Ice-
landic government on June 24, this
country will have no choice but to com-
«ply even though withdrawal of troops
would leave a dangerous power vacuum.
Our forces in Iceland are not large.
While the number remains secret for
security reasons, it is known to consist
of a single fighter squadron of 25
planes, a battalion-sized Army unit and
a small naval unit. The most important
military installation is the Keflavik air
base, which the U. S. built in 1942 when
Iceland was occuvied as a precaution
against German aggression.

There have long been stories of
Tcelandic unhappiness over the presence
of our forces. As in other countries
where American troons are stationed,
there may be resentment of a sort which
gave rise to complaints in. Western
Europe that our troops were “over-paid,
over-sexed and over here.” Since Ice-
land’s total ponulation is only a few
more than 150,000 people, its difficulties
in absorbing foreign troons without =o-
cial and economic dislocations are
readily appreciated.

American forces first went to Ice-
land in 1942, with the consent of the

" Icelanders, when thev took over the
burden of protection from the British.
After the war, they were withdrawn,
but returned in May, 1951, at Iceland's
request after that country had joined
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
as a founding member.

In abroeating the treatv under
which our forces returned. Iceland is
required to give NATO six months’
notice and this countrv 12 months’
notice. Thus there will be np immedi-
ate withdrawal even though Parlia-
ment's decision stands.

If the decision does stand and with-
drawal becomes necessary, Iceland—a
stratezic base almost midwav between
New York and Moscow—will be Ieft
undefended. It has no military forces of
its own. It is thus clear that the Parlia-
ment has taken an important, and per-
haps perilous, step. We hope, for that
reason, that the decision will be re-
versed by the next Parliament. If it
isn't, this countrv will have no choice
but to get out; it must not risk any
action giving rise to a charge of Ameri-

Cail inmper iali




fter a Treeless Millenium

lceland Imports Forests

By Frank Sheer

HE offices of
landiec Forestry Service
are housed, perhaps ap-
propriately, in a brick build-

the Ice-

ing in Reykjavik, the capital. |

For the island forests have
always been sparse and Ice-
land still uses less wood than
‘any other nation in Western
Europe. Was it in part the at-
traction of wood that drew
| Icelandic pioneers, three quar-
ters of a century ago, to the
parklands of Manitoba?

Isolated Iceland, situated be-
tween 60°24’ and 66°32' north
latitude, covers about 40.000
square miles. It is roughly 1;-
600 miles west of Notway-and
800 miles east of Greenland.
But Alaskan and Norwegian
areas “in the same glatitude
are well stocked 'with coni-
ferous forests and Iceland’s
barrenness is attributed to the
isolation of the country.

The native flora on Iceland,
which is rather limited, is al-
most entirely of European ori-
gin, and only about half as
numerous as the number of
species growing under similar
climatic conditions in Seandi-
navia.

When the country was set-
tled about 1100 years ago, only
a few, non-coniferous species
grew wild here, all of them

1936, TH
azd Teib

n fund corntributions

wouldn’t get away

country

| fully
| preciate the tremendous work
| done by these hardy Iceland-

species whose
carried by
birds.

can be
winds or

seeds
heavy

As most of Iceland’s forested
ed area consisted of birch, the
has from the very
start been dependent on tim-
ber imports for building. The
shortage is still felt. But due
to the very heavy costs of
transportation the annual im-
port of timber is far below the
island’s need.

Reforestation started in a
vague way about.200 years
ago. On and off, small pro-
grams were attempted up to
the start of this century, often
with ‘poor results as know-
ledge of general climatic con-
ditions was limited, and people
often tried to introduce trees
from places with a continental
climate.

Serious reforestation dates
from 1936. Seeds were obtain-
ed from . areas with compar-
able climatic conditions, espe-
cially Alaska, Northern Nor-
way and Russia. These species
have given far better results
than those formerly used.

In 1938 seed from Canada,

| probably from British Colum-

bia, was planted and proved
very successful.

Summing up, the Icelanders
feel that planting timber will
be of economic importance in
the future. The main problem
involved is soil erosion, and
experiments in the large
nurseries tend to show that a
happy selection of seeds from
various altitudes will elimin-
ate the disadvantage of the
short length of solar radiation
in the summer time.

Perhaps it takes a forester
to comprehend and ap-

ers. However, any visiting
tourist will understand the im-
portance of their task in a
country where wooqd is as
scarce a commodity as preci-
ous metals elsewhere.

It cannot have been far
from Reykjavik that Gunnar,
according to the Saga, turned
his prow shoreward, uttering
the famous words: “Beautiful
is the valley and forever this
will be my home.” But Ice-
land was to wait many cen-
turies for the beauty of trees.
&




We’'ll Have to Persuade Iceland

It's started. America’s overseas
bases are coming under the same sort
of attack that has driven the British
from Suez, the Sudan, Palestine, India,
Pakistan, Ceylon, Burma, Southern Ire-
land, Southern Iran, and that threatens
the British forces remaining in Cyprus,
Gibraltar, Singapore, Hong Kong, Cape
Town and Bahrein,

The parliament of strategic little
Iceland (population 160,000; present
armed forces: none) has voted 31 to 18
to ask the withdrawal of U. 5. Army,
Navy and Air forces.

During the U. S. occupation of 1941-
47 and 1951-56, the U. S. has spent
millions in Iceland—on air base facili=
ties, radar installations, and so on,
Since 1951, the U. S. has been responss
ible for the defense of Iceland under
an agreement with the Icelandic gov-
ernment.

As a member of the North Atlantic

Treaty Organization, Iceland has had
no armed forces to contribute, but it

has contributed its strategic geo-
graphic situation flanking the NATO
alliance's North Atlantic lifeline.

Now Icelandic parliamentarians are
talking of building up a defense force
of Icelanders to replace the U. S.
forces. That would be something like
the people of Polk county taking over
from the United States the defense of
Iowa and Nebraska.

The 1951 agreement can be ended
by either the U. S. or Iceland in an
18-months’ period.

The U, 8. still hopes it may be able
to salvage something out of the agree-
ment, and suspects that the depressed
state of Iceland's major export indus-
try—selling fish on the world market
—has a good deal to do with present
dissatisfaction. Neither Britain nor the
U. S. has been buying as much of the
Icelanders’ fish catch lately as they

used to, under pressure from their own
national fishery interests.

There is also a substantial strain of
neutralism ‘and isolationism among
Icelanders, and the Icelandic Commu-
nists rank third among Iceland's four
biggest political parties in voting
strength.

WUt

The U. S. system of alliances and
bases is fundamentally different from
the Communist system. U. S. alliances
are based upon genuinely-voluntary
agreements of genuinely - sovereign
governments—apd in the nature of
things sovereign governments are not
going to agree all the time. No sover-
eign government is long happy with
foreign bases and foreign troops on its
soil.

In the long run, the only really
workable solution (and brother! is that
hard to work) is to turn the free world
alliances into some kind of free world
federal union, in which decisions are
made by and for the whold system,
instead of separately, nation by nation.

In the short run, the U. S. must give
sympathetic consideration to all the
many grievances of its allies, and try
to win their co-operation. It must try
to lead them, not drive them.

The U. S. cannot “buy” them: no
country ‘with self respect is for sale,
and no country which is for sale stays
bought for very long. But judiciously
and tactfully used, the tremendous
economic strength and know-how of
the U. 8. can be a powerful asset in
winning co-operation.

The temptation which the U. S. must
avoid at all costs is the brutal short-
cut of imposing its will by force upon
weaker allies. Many Icelanders feel
the U. 8. did exactly that in taking
over the defense of Iceland in 1941

Les Meires, T onizy

and again in 1951,
Az g arer 2br3




-"\\]'\'\Il"](" FREE FPRESS,

lkke Hopes
For Iceland
Solution

| WASHINGTON (Special-NYHT)
|— President Eisenhower empha-
|sized Wednesday that the North
| Atlantic Treaty Organization re-
| mains essential to the morale of
|the western world which, iu his
opinion, is still confronted by the
.um!mw']nf (ommumxt cirnc for
world revolution. Wednesday was
NATO's seventh anniversary.

The president, speaking at his
|press conference, expressed hope
ItIm! some solution could be found
to the most recent NATO head-
ache — a resolution by the Ice-
{landic parliament calling for re-
|moval of U.S. ground troops guard-
{ing the NATO bases there. Iceland
is a charter member of NATO
which has now expanded to include
fifteen members.

| According to agreement between
|Iceland and the United States with-
lin the framework of the NATO,
there would be an 18-month delay
|before and decisive action in the
event that Iceland should stick by
‘lL\ call for the evacuation of U.S.
| ground forces.
[ “There is no question that the
Icelanders are our friends.” thels
‘p[emdenl said. “I think that their
{problem can probably be worked
oul.

“One of the great things of NATO
is fo make us all feel we are part
| and parcel of the same defensive

.s(murm problem. Morale is the
most important thing that a human
being has whether he is tackling |
e Job or whether he is going to|
war or whether he is trying to
gain a peace. It is the belief in
the spirit. It is the strength of a|
democracy at war.

The president said that the sla-
tioning of a quarter of a million
Americans in Europe was of “in-|
| definite tenure” but had never |
{been intended as permanent. The |
umtmued presence of U.S. troops|
|has:been made necessary, the pre-
[sident said, by unexpected delays|
im. West European rcarmmnonf‘|
particularly that of Germany. An-|
(other factor has been France's|
need to transfer troops from Eur-|
|ope first to Indochina and ]alcri
|to North Africa.

In Paris during colorful cere-
[monies commemorating the anni- ||
versary, detachments of 14 NATO|
armies — Iceland, which has no|}
army, was the exception — pro-
vided a color guard for all of the
NATO flags. The French Republi-|
can Guard watched over the stan-
dard. of Iceland.

For ' the first time, helmeted
West German troops, in iron grey
uniforms, participated in an allied
ceremony on French soil. There|
were Belgian soldiers in white
trousers, and in bearskins resem-
ling the British Guards regi-
ments; who were also represented
as well as Royal Dutch and Nor-|
vegian Guards; Greek Comman-|
dos in green berets, Turks in Bri-
tish-style helmets; Portugese Lan-
cers in grey tunics: Canadians in
scarlet tunics; Danish Royal Life
Guards in plumed helmets: U.S.
footsoldiers in silk scarves and pol-
ished heln uh. mui ilnh.m Ius ag-

¥y I‘ e
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The Crisis in NATO

The crisis which has been confronting NATO
for many months past is now plain for all to see
Iceland’s action in calling for the withdrawal of all
NATO forces is merely the latest, though the most
spectacular, sign. The force in Iceland is Ameri-
can. It is there in virtue of a treaty concluded
directly between the United States and Iceland at
Iceland’s request—a force which is mainly con-
cerned with manning an airbase. It operates as the
anchor of the northern flank of NATO for instant
activation when NATO Europe is attacked. How
Iceland could pull any weight as a member of
NATO without permitting use of the base, as she
proposes, is a mystery.

Iceland’'s request will not go into effect immedi-
ately. NATO must have six months' notice, and
another 12 months is the due of the American
Government as the initial contracting party.
Furthermore, if the moderate views of the Inde-
pendence Party should prevail at the polls in June,
a reversal of policy is still possible. What has

| prompted the Icelanders to demand withdrawal?
! Undoubtedly in a country with a population of only
155,000, the economic impact of a contingent of
foreign troops is a constant irritant. It said from
Reykjavik, however, that the easing of interna-
tional tension is responsible. In other words, the
seeming defection is the direct result of the “sum-
mit"” conference at Geneva. In Iceland, where
there is no military establishment, the view quickly
gained favor that the parley at the top had come to
what was tantamount to a nonaggression pact. That
this was a mistaken view was argued in vain by
this newspaper among others after Geneva.

However, more than the Geneva spirit is to blame
for Iceland’s default. What is equally at fault is the
slackness and lack of coordination on the political
level at NATO. Iceland, along with Greece, actually
voted against a fellow-NATO member, France, in
the last U. N. Assembly. What an indictment of
the lack of even diplomatic concert in NATO! More-
over, Iceland has been having trouble with another
fellow-NATO member, Britain, on fisheries. These
divisive tendencies in NATO have been developing
progressively.

When he was Supreme Commander at SHAPE,
Dwight D. Eisenhower declared “Unity of NATO
must rest ultimately on one thing—the enlightened
self-interest. of each participating nation.” What
have the great powers done to develop that self-
interest? Nothing. Iceland is unable—and for
that matter so are the other small powers in the
Atlantic coalition—to detect any self-interest attach-
ing to NATO membership. This is a challenge

the NATO Council when it meets in May. A
political body corresponding to the military and
economic groups must be created as a condition of
NATO's very survival. Otherwise Soviet Russia,
which, incidentally, is reported recently to have
made an advantageous trade deal with Iceland, will
simply divide and coinquer what we are pleased 1o
call the Atlantic Community.

ediktssonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur




moded a?: e changed.
Georgi Malenkov, former So-
t premier, sent a bottle of
ssian perfume and a huge
bouquet of tu-
« lips to Britain's
leading balleri-|
na, Dame Mar-
fcot Fonteyn.
" Malenkov, who
4is on tour of
Britain, sent the
giftsafter
. watchir ng Dame
¢ Margot perform
to the music of
"Cesar Franck's|
symphonic var-|
jations at Convent Garden.

vie
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Foreign Minister Khristinn
Gudmundsson said at Reykja-
vik that Iceland was “not in a
great hurry” for the departure |

United States troops from
the island. Parliament passed
a resolution last week request-
ing the departure of the Amer-
1cans. |

Princess Margaret of Brit-

who made her first solo
our last year, will em-
m[! er one next fall.

ritain’s Indian|

A frican terri-
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U5, HOPES TO KEER
TROOPS IN IGELAN

Effect of Parliament’s Bi
for Withdrawal Still Under
State Department Study

ew York Times

WASHINGTON, March 29—
United States officials were
hopeful today that continued
American use of the Keflavik
air base in Iceland could be ar-
ranged.

The request yesterday
land's Parliament that

Special ta The N

by Ice-
United

States forces be withdrawn from|
being studied|
in the State Depart-§

the island was
carefully
ment.

Lincoln White, State Depart-
ment spokesman, said that
“pending the time we can get
more information on this and
study its nature, substance and
circumstances, we have no com-
ment."”

Senior officials of the depart-
ment took the view that the Ice-
land b should not be “‘written
of{" this stage,

They acknowledged that oppo-
sition to the continued presence
of United States forces had been
rising for some time. The Par-
liament's action, therefore, came
as no great surprise,

Loss Held No Catastrophe

Loss of the base would not be
catastrophic for the countries o
the North Atlantic Treaty Or
zanization, military officials said

hey emphasized, however, the
sland’s importance as a ‘“natural
ink” in the early warning net-
vork that the United States and

anada are jointly extending
seaward from both coasts.

In addition, the officials
warned that Iceland’'s possible
renunciation of the 1951 treaty
permitting the stationing o
United States forces on the
island would be interpreted as a
victory for the Soviet Union in
jts campaign to undercut West-
brn military alliances,

[Soviet propagandists al-
ready have seized upon the
Icelandic decision as an indi-
cation that the people of the
island have “become convinced
from practical experience of
the friendly intentions of the
1. 8. 8. R." This “reflects the
sentiments which are now
maturing in Western coun-
tries,” the Moscow radio said,
according to news agency dis-
patches from London.]

The pertinent section of the
ITceland Parliament's resolution
reads:

“In view of the changed sit-
uation since the 1851 defense
agreement was concluded and

ideclarations announcing thaf|
foreign armies shall never be|
stationed in Iceland in peace-
time, revision of the conduct ofi
foreign affairs then initiated|
should immediately be undertak-|
en with the aim in mind that|
Icelanders themselves undertake
the guarding and maintenance—|
they shall not, however, under-
take to carry out military acti-|
|vities—and the defense force be'
(withdrawn from the country,

“If an agreement for this
change cannot be reached, this
| shall be followed by renunciation
under Article T of the [defense]
agreement.”

Article T of the United QLRIPG-\
|Iceland agreement provides tha!‘

Continued on Page 2. Column 4 ‘

,)

either Go\-'emment may ask the
North Atlantic Treaty Council
to “review the continued neces-
sity for the facilities and their
utilization.” If at the end of six|
months the parties have not
reached an understanding, either
one can serve notice of its inten-
tion to terminate the agreement
within a year.

The agreement thus prmuiCH
an eighteen-month period in
which alternative arrangements
can be worked out,

Iceland’'s legation here con-
firmed that the parliamentary

| resolution called for revision of
f the 1951 agreement and the re-

moval of United States forces.
The legation stressed, however,
the parliament's reaffirmation of
Iceland’s adherence to the North
Atlantic Alliance,

Iceland has no armed forces

of her own. She is the onl'.'
NATO country that makes no|
manpower contributien to the
alliance's forces. \

No final decision on the base|
arrangement is likely
ance of the par]lamenmw elec-
tions set for next June. Officials
said a binding agreement would|

have to await a new ,E{ovem-l

ment with a fresh mandate from|
the voters.

Meanwhile, the State Depart-
ment is expected to seek through
diplomatic channels further
clarification of Iceland’s inten-
tions.

NATO Aides Await Election
Special to The New York Times.

PARIS, March 29—Atlantic
plliance officials here were dis-
pleased by the action of Ice-
jand's Parliament. But they sug-
gested that the election in June
rather than the resolution might
determine whether the country
yvould seek new negotiations
rith Washington.

If Iceland asks the removal of
nited States troops, it would
ot be the first Atlantic pact
ation to object to foreign forces
n its soil. This position has
been taken by Norway under

in ad-|

|Lernationa1

pressure from Moscow.,
Although resulting from an|
hgreement between the United
States and Iceland, the air base
n the island forms part of the|
orth Atlantic treaty chain ex-
ending across Western Europe.
But t‘ne United States troops
protecting the base are not un-
der North Atlantic command, 1}

1
| New East German Army

Due to March May Day

Special to The New York Times

BERLIN, March 20—Willi
Stoph, East German Defense
Minister, announced today that
formation of the first land,
sea and air units of the new
“nationa] peoples army” had
begun. Units of the Army are
due to march in the East Ber-
lin May Day parade,

East Germany already has a
quasi-military force estimated
at more than 100,000 men bhut
they are classified as “People's
Police in Barracks.” It has
bheen expected that this force
would shortly be proclaimed a
“People’s Army."”

The statement by Herr
Stoph, made at the East Ger-
man Communist party con-
gress, may indicate that the
transfer will be gradual. Offi-
cers wearing the new Army
uniform have been in evidence
on the streets of East German
cities for several weeks. The
law providing for the creation
of an army was approved
Jan, 21,

was said at supreme headquar-
ters here. Iceland has no army
to replace the United States
troops if they should leave.

The Iceland resolution was re-
garded by some observers here
as mainly a domestic political
move that reflected popular re
laction to what was genetall
considered as a relaxation of in-§
tension in recen
months.

RABBI SILVER PRAISED

Ben- Gul'lon and U. S. Envoy
Pay Tribute to His Work

JERUSALEM (Israel Sector),
March 29 (&) —Premier David
Ben-Gurion and Edward B. Law-

son, United States Ambassador
to Israel, paid tribute today to
Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver of
Cleveland.

The occasion was the dedica-
tion of the “Kfar Silver Agri-
cultural School” on the south-
western coastal plain of Israel
near the western Negev, now
opened up to intensive agricul-
tural development.

Funds for the new school had
|been contributed by the Zionist
Organization of America.

Mr, Ben-Gurion stressed the
|{importance of the school as a
pioneering institution, He also
referred to the present political
situation and the ‘“‘war danger
threatening Israel.” He said “I
still hope we are able to aver
such a catastrophe.”

asafn Bjarna Benediktssonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur
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Even though, according to EH]J—

| ) lomatic sources, Iceland resolu-

cts emotions involved in

B :-.-‘-“*'"" * - I it is of vast im-

:F \ = internationally because it

e £ - I disturbing evidence of the

; e — P *| effectiveness of Soviet propagan-

; the relaxation of inter-

———— e == = tension., According to ad-

W1 [PE( JIDA™ \RCH mini tion officials, the Russians,

|in their current quest for Inter-

T 7 = . . . iy e T I I 1al respectability, have been

arguing that there is no need for
| T H (YA ) lINATO now that international fen-
‘ ' : ‘| sions have allegedly been relaxed
| It is the United States view that|
B despite Russian smil the hard

A (acts of Communist expansion into
| Middle Europe, its conquests in
Asia and its actions in the Mid-
dle East prohibit and western let-
down.

Soviet Big Buyer

One of the many problems al-
fecting Iceland’'s international re-
lations have been its difficulty in
finding markets for its® goods In
the West. Since England put 2
ban on Icelandic fish three years
ago in retaliation for Icelandic ban
on Hull trawlers which for years
had been fishing in Icelandic wa-
ter. Iceland has been selling a
large proportion of its fish haul

A A E*E I &

‘ SECLE ﬁ@d

H .
ot Union and its over
ith the U.S.S.R. amounts
I 40 per cent of its total.
Forei trade with the United
States amounts to about 30 per
cent of Icelandic foreign trade,

L0 I

by-electi

¢ial-NYHT) — Fresl- reverses” cause of larj ~ .

Sent Tcenhower Vit road program says Opj Ambassador Explains
BT 1 tion Leader Duff Roblin. Thor Thors, Icelandic ambassa-

with deep concern the L. dor to the United States, explained

T T narliament’s Three full-time comm |that the parliamentary resolution

[celandic PAEUALE ers needed for goverm specified merely a revision of the

call for removal of Am- guor control commissig | American Icelandic treaty of 1951,

. lin contention. Page 1 under which troops were stationed
there to guard and maintain the|
strategic Keflavik air base. But
the ambassador explained that the|
resolution reflected current nation-
: | 2 alist sentiment in parliament which|
some compromise be- to speed up busine lhas demanded that Icelanders
themselves guard the base rather
than foreign troops. |

erican cround troops E PRl L

but top administration Wheat Board sugg
Jack McDowell. Pa

House approves

officials are hopeful of

fore the time, now 18 | Tw

W.

not y
months away, when contends. Pag Continued use of the airbase it-|
! ; p s ’ self by NATO forces is not at|
final action 1s due, 1T Resolubion stake, ambassador Thors said,|

tion of coun
was learned Thursday. Page 14

pointing out that in the resolu-
tion, the Icelandic parliament spe-|
cifically reaffirmed its loyalty to|

Special Correspondent Margue-

— | rite Higgins writes that sthe reso- F Y 4 NATO of which the country wusl
£ ‘ 1 ¥ =] UM

lution calling for revision of the é-f } d'i.f.\m](lll'ij: rm!nbu. : |

r ' : i 4 The Icelandic resolution was

an Iceland treaty of -1951 under urgent study Friday at State

Department, the Pentagon and the
White House, not only because of
strategic implications but interna-
tional repercussions.

| A special study is being prepared
| for the National Security Council
and President Eisenhower who has
| intimate personal knowledge of
NATC due to the years he spent
as supreme commander of SHAPE.

Vital Air Base

The Icelandic air base is vital|
as an essential stopping point for|
American bombers flying to Eur-
ope and — in case of war —
to the Soviet Union, administra-
tion officials said. i
The resolution calling for re-
moval of American troops followed
a heated foreign policy debate on
stationing of foreign troops that|
split the government. The issue
will be a hot one until Iceland's|
elections in midsummer. Once the|
elections are past, it is felt in}
Washington, a more moderate at-
titude may prevail in that coun-
try on the issue, !
Icelandic foreign minister Kris-|
tinn Gudmundsson has explained |
the demand for withdrawal of all|
| foreign troops as stemming from|
‘lhu reduction of international ten-|
sion that followed the Geneva con-|
{ference of the Big Four heads of
| government last July.

ing anxiety that goes far ~
he value to the western g;)

allies of the Icelandic base itself A_)
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Small Garrison |

Although the number of Ameri-
can troops stationed in Iceland is
small by most standards, repor-
tedly less than 8,000, the impact
of these troops on the Iceland
population of only 156,000 is consi-
derable.

The United States with its large
population would suffer similaz
impact if 8,000,000 foreign troop:
were to be stationed here, Wash
ington officials compared.

As ot by Iceland’'s Am
T'hors, under present treaty
angements Iceland’'s request for
will be sent
which has :

or mak

revision

I e actual with
uld take place

So, as it is pointed out there
there is a long “*cooling-off period
lor Thors,

bhetween

According to Amba

“even if the agreemer

Iceland and the T
te ed, our ountry would re-
main a member of NATO.” |

nited States were




St. Paul Pioneer Press

April 2, 1956

SIXTEEN

Editorials—

Weakening NATO

As a former prime minister of
Iceland said on a visit to St, Paul last
week, both internal and international
politics will be factors in final deter-
mination of whether or not American
troops remain there, manning a
NATO air base that happens to be
almost precisely midway between
Moscow and Washington. Even so
important an issue is being colored
by a domestic competition for votes
next June.

Iceland is a charter member of the

North Atlantic Treaty Organization in the
peculiar position of having nothing to con-
tribute to the western world's collective
security program beyond its location on
the globe. It has no armed forces. Likely,
it never will have, for armed strength is a
costly impossibility in a nation that num-
bers 150,000, inhabiting a country half
Minnesota’s size.

Americans and British shared Iceland's
strategic location in the World War II
period, and aircraft based there played a
major role in finally winning the battle of
the Atlantic. Convoys to Murmansk, car-
rying supplies to Soviet Russia, were all
organized in a fjord on Iceland's west
coast, Unfortunately for Icelanders, with
their peaceable tradition of more than ten
centuries, the country is still strategically
located in view of tensions that have now
long divided east and west.

American troops returned to the airport
they had built at Keflavik, 35 miles south-
west of Iceland's capital city of Reykjavik,
through a military protection agreement
under NATO auspices, in 1951. The Korean
war was then at its height, Ever since, in
Iceland and in other countries
Americans are stationed abroad, reaction
to the presence of such troops has fluc-
tuated in accordance with the presumed
imminence or remoteness of war danger.

There are Icelanders who sincerely be-
lieve that the smiles at Geneva last sum-
mer ushered in an easing of tensions that
may become permanent. There are others,
in their Communist party, disguised under
the mouth-filling label, “United People's
Front Socialist Party,” who follow the
Moscow line, with its recently redoubled
efforts toward weakening NATO in every
way possible.

The elections now scheduled for Ice-
land's 52-member parliamentary body, on
June 24, have been increasingly inevitable
for more than a year. Regular elections
would have come in 1957, but the present
situation is precipitated by the desire of
Hermann Jonasson, the Progressive party's
chairman, to end cabinet cooperation with
the Conservatives, and form a government
with more of a leftist orientation. The
campaign now starting is complicated not
alone by the Communists’ uncompromising
anti-American position, -but by the fact
that the federation of Icelandic labor
unions will be offering candidates from a
combination of leftist parties, bringing
organized labor, as such, directly into the
political lists for the first time.

If the NATO agreement as to military
protection be finally abrogated, that
formal process will take a year and a half,
after the first step is launched. But a
majority of Icelanders will want four
radar installations manned, with some pro-
tection for a giant airport.

The whole situation, important to
NATO and to the western world’s defen-
sive chain, will be an incident to elections
in which serious inflation and heightened
export problems will be issues. The out-
come may not be conclusive at all as to
the Keflavik base. World tensions will be
the major factor there, Yet the issue, in
Iceland or elsewhere, of whether American
troops are now “necessary’ or not chal-
lenges the NATO concept and its aims and
gives Soviet Russia a new tack for con-
tinuing propaganda.

Women's Clubs Advocate
Driver Refresher Courses

The General Federation of Women's
Clubs is striking right at the heart of a
matter which is adversely affecting traffic
safety in this country. Its action has to do
with antiquated styles of driving in this
new era of high powered cars and high
speed potentials. The federation is can-
vassing older drivers, hoth men and wom-
en, through its 15,000 clubs, in an effort
to get them to take “refresher courses” in

where

driving that they may become better ac-
quainted with present traffic problems
posed by many, many more cars on the
roads than there were when many of them
learned to drive.

Mrs. Theodore Chapman, Tfederation
president, says the national group has sug-
gested four possible undertakings to help
older motorists to drive better. The four
proposals are: drivers' forums,
drivers’ refresher courses, driver testing
clinics and traffic court school. The pro-
posals are largely self-explanatory; the
greatest emphasis will be placed on re-
fresher courses.

We talk about proper training for
younger drivers, for youngsters of grade
and high school age, and we have made
excellent progress in such training. Hun-
dreds of thousands of high school students
have taken driving lessons and have come
out good drivers as a result of training
under skilled instructors. But many an
older person, though he may think himself
a good driver, needs a thoroughgoing ex-
amination of his driving habits and in
many cases their revision.

Four-lane traffic in the same direction,
one-way streets, the increasing speed nec-
essary on throughways, new procedures in
making turns and a host of later problems
have arisen that call for work and practice
on the part of motorists not familiar with
them now.

women

A Good Patient

The advantage to the heart patient of
following out faithfully the regimen pre-
scribed for him is currently illustrated in
President Eisenhower's case. From all
accounts the president’s cooperation in the
program his physiciang have for him is
excellent, his willingness to follow instruc-
tions he knows are for his own good is
beyond question. Rules prescribed for him
are simple and common sense ones, recoms
mended with the idea of improving his
health in the days ahead. The present
daily program places more stress, appar-
ently, on mild exercise that builds for fu-
ture strength. In other words, he is a good
patient, according to the doctors, and that
means much in the conquering of any dis-
ease. Mr. Eisenhower's steady determina-
tion to lick the disease by faithfully
observing health rules should be an in-
spiration to others who may have had an
experience similar to this one,

Link Yaried Issues

With Welfare Week

Welfare Week
appropriate opening today as the three-day
meeting of the Minnesota Welfare Confer-
ence, its sixty-third annual session, gets

in Minnesota has an

under way. St. Paul Hotel headquarters
for the gathering will, as usual, find the
public, tax-supported agencies having the
heaviest representation. That is logical.
Theirs is the biggest load. Yet the pri-
vately supported agencies, those main-
tained by the Community Chest and by
church groups, will all be well represented.

Welfare activity is a tremendously
broad field. The need for it continues, de-
spite general prosperity. It ranks with
schools and highways as a major avenue
of public spending. And the growth of
private agencies proceeds, supplementing
some of the programs government main-
tains and adding warmly intimate touches
which government can never quite attain,

Among experts in the field, there are
‘usually three views as to relations between
the government welfare agency and its
private counterpart. There is what some
term the “extension ladder” concept—that
government agencies reach farthest, with
those privately supported being simply in
direct extension of the same field. There
is the view which parallels both, seeking to
avoid duplication. Then there is something
of the laboratory viewpoint as to private
agencies, encouraging new ventures on
their part, experimentation with changes
in approach, testing procedures on a small-
er scale which can then be entered upon
with greater safety by the more large-
scale government programs.

The present conference and the em-
phasis which Welfare Week brings should
help promote better understanding of the
varied issues arising in an important field.
There should be some gain, too, in focusing
attention on an activity that needs a con-

tinuing supply of trained recruits, no less kur

so than do the teaching and nursing pro-
fessions.
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lceland: Where U.S. May Lose a Base

Red Strategy Paying Off, Defense Line in Danger

A huge American air base in
Iceland, regarded as essential to
defense of the U.S. itself, no
longer is secure.

The Communist idea of ousting
U. S. forces now is supported by
Iceland’s Parliament.

At stake: first big “payoff’ in
the Soviet "‘peace’’ drive, con-
trol of air and sea routes across
the Atlantic, a break in U.S.
radar defenses.

Reported from
REYKJAVIK and WASHINGTON

Armed forces of the United States
ww are threatened with ouster from
the world's most valuable
lieces of strategic real estate.

In Iceland, the Parliament is asking
e Government to cancel an agreement

img the U. S. rights to an air base on
e island. If this request is granted,
\ierican military forces will be required
o give up a defense post of great value

ine  of

in peacetime and of highest value in case
of war.

Trouble for the U.S. in Iceland is re-
garded as one of the first major results
that may flow from the Soviet Union's
drive for “peaceful coexistence.” Iceland
is an example of how the Soviet Union
is using agitation, peace talk, and trade
as strategic weapons to crack the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization.

Loss of Iceland as an outpost in the
North Atlantic, if it occurs, is expected
by U.S. military experts to be followed
by growing Communist maneuvers to
force the U.S. out of valuable bases in
North Africa, in the Middle East,
other parts of the world.

Present events in Iceland were fore-
told in a report from that country printed
in U. 8. News & World Report, Nov. 26,
1954. That article said this:

“Russia and the Communists are
tablishing a powerfu! and dangerous
beachhead here in this remote island na-
tion where the United States is building
one of the free world’s most vital stra-
tegic bases.

“As a result, Aamericans are not ruling
out the possibility that the U. S., in the
not-too-distant future, will be asked for-

and in

es-

mally to withdraw its military forces
from this island.”

Communist infiltration goes deep.
Communists hold many jobs in Govern-
ment. Key trade unions
munist control or influence. In politics,
Communists are regarded as a respect-
able party, hold 7 of the 52 seats in the
Parliament, now have swung a majority
in Parliament to their side.

Russia has made itselt a major trading
partner of Iceland, having stepped in to
buy Iceland’s main product, fish. when
disagreement between Britain lre-
land shut off English markets.

Soviet peace talk now
many Icelanders that war is out of the
picture, that U.S. troops no longer are
necessary to guard this vital island. Mem-
bers of the Parliament. with an election
coming up in two months, are respond-

are under Com-

and

convinces

ing to growing public pressure.

A glance at the map this page
shows reasons why U.S. strategists be-
[eeland is necessar hase as
long as the uncertain “cold war” goes on:

e Jceland commands the shortest air
route and sea lane that link forces in Eu-
rope with the U. S.

(Continued on page
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WHY ICELAND IS SO IMPORTANT TO U.S.

If U. S. loses
its lceland base—

Air and naval domin-
ance in the Atlantic
will be reduced.

Radar protection of U.S.
will be weakened.

A potential bomber
base 3.5 hours from
Moscow will be lost.

A service station for air-
craft and naval craft
no longer will be
available.

! U, 5. NEWS & WORLD REPORT, April 13, 1956
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If Russia gains
Iceland as a base—

Great Britain will be
outflanked by air and
sea.

Bombers will be brought
within easy range of
U.S. and Canada.

Submarines and aircraft
could turn the North
Atlantic into a Soviet
lake.

U.S. supply lines to
forces in Europe will
be in danger.

B 1956, By U. S, Nows Pub. Corp
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“My new washer?”

Whirlpool-Seeger Corporation
(like other manufacturers)

has learned the advantages of
shipping major appliances in
corrugated boxes. Let us tackle
your packaging problems.

Subsidiary of West Virginia Pulp and Paper Company

AUTHORITY ON PACKAGING * SANDUSKY, OHIO
13 FACTORIES * 42 SALES OFFICES

LS. News & World Report

[continued] ICELAND: BASE
IN DANGER

try remain a NATO member, but send
U.S. forces home. Iceland, they say,
could continue to keep the base open—
and the U. S. could pay the costs.

However, full-scale operation, requir-
ing pilots, electronics experts and other
technicians, would cease. Icelanders are
not trained in these complexities.

In the U.S. view, even such a modi-
fied withdrawal would be a blow. Loss
of a military base and supply dump is
not the only disadvantage,

What also is teared is the p\'_\'(_‘]m!nj_'i(_‘:ll
victory for Russia that would result from
withdrawal. Both military men and diplo-
mats cite the risk that the example of
Ieeland might be followed in other coun-
tries where Soviet peace talk is taken
at face value and where “neutralism”
is growing.

Definite risks exist in Norway and
Denmark, where U.S. forces are not
wanted. An agreement for base rights in
the Azores, coming up soon for renewal,
might be modified or canceled. Iceland’s
example might be followed in Morocco
Libya, the Middle East, thus forcing the
U.S. out of other air bases. Even the
latent British sentiment for getting rid o
U. S. airmen might be aroused.

Russia is trying hard to break th
NATO alliance wide open. In Iceland
Soviet plans are found to be gaining
around.

Yet, U.S. policy makers are still opti
mistic about the troublesome situatior
that has been shaping up, in full view, for
a long time.

These experts feel that they have tim
to negotiate. Notice of 18 months is re
quired, under present agreements, before
the U.S. can be forced out—and that
notice has not yet been served by the
Government despite the ouster resolution
approved by the Parliament.

A big factor in whether the U. S. will
keep its base in Iceland may turn out to
be money. In addition to the millions al-
ready spent there, many more millions
are to be spent—if the U. S. stays.

Dollars bring complaints. Yet U. S.
officials find that many people in Iceland
do not regard the influx of American
money as a blessing. Some complain that
it causes inflation. Employers in the fish-
ing industry say that employment of local
residents on the base robs them of em-
ployes. There are complaints, too, that
presence of U.S. troops is changing the
1,000-year-old customs of Ieeland.

Communists constantly stir up such
complaints. As a consequence, the U. S.
faces a real danger of being thrown out
of a base that military men regard as
essential to defense of the U. S,

U. S. NEWS & WORLD REPORT, April 13, 1956
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