Rada vio lok utanrikisradherrafundar NATO i
London, 18. mai 1950.

Bjarni Benediktsson — Stjornmal — Raedur — Utanrikisradherrafundur — NATO — Atlantshafsbandalagid
— London — 18 mai 1950

Tekid af vef Borgarskjalasafnsins

bjarnibenediktsson.is

Einkaskjalasafn nr. 360
Raedur
Askja 4-4, Ork 2

©Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarna Benediktssonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur



K w«!’ (el phanst b A0t _.atwjgm Ao 1[@»&’%- /& wa“ ;ﬂ’i)éf

,rf{&'a. ‘r'.,.—: . o ’ﬁ!fn"‘& i fii 3

My country, Iceland, is a member of this
family of free democratic nations, not only because of
our geographical position but also by reason of common
heritage and of common ldealg. We .are, lindeed, neighbours
both by fact and in mind.

If I were to give a common description of
the nations we represent I would say that sbove all
they are peaceful nations. Nowhere in the world has
the will and endeavour to let peace rule within the
separate gocieties,as well as in the relations between
nations, been more sincere and persistent than among
these nations.

No nations have sghown more clearly that they
are opposed to the use of force and abhor. aggression,
They indeed have ghown that they want liberty and freedom
and stand for the rule of law and equality.

Of course the history of these natlions is a
mixture of good and bad, So is humen nature.

But no nations have better proved that they
have learned the legsong of history. Therefore they
want to live in peace and hring peace to others,as the
will for peace must not become negative., It must not

turn into apathy for the fate of othera. That would be

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarna Benediktssonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur




the greatesgt gain for the powers of aggression.

The will for peace must be congtructive,
it must imply that those who are friends, who have
common interests and common ldeals, asslist and help
each other. Only with guch congtructlve co-operation
can the will for peace create that bulwark which alone
l1s capable of holding back the powers of destruction
and war,

In our meetings here the spirit of
friendship and understanding has prevalled. I hope
that that spirit will be maintained and peace may be

preserved for mankind.
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