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Iceland is _a. i%l omtr{“ lmporﬂt%

This !ldi-pco;)lg‘ through the cen os had
thelr own culture and a strong feellng inde-
pendence. For many centurics Denmark had smnln}v
over the island but according to an agreement in
1918 Iceland got its independence and right to severg i
the remaining ties with Denmark unildterally in 1944,
if the population 3o decided. In conformity wlth'm
the republic was constituted in 1944,

The British occupled the country in Vgy 1940 and
in 1941 an sgreement was made .u.ltk‘jl. S. Ae
about the military protection of the country, during
the war. Until the war most people in Tceland had
thought very little about the strategle importance
of the country. The realities helped them to a
new understanding but of course all people t.houg\
or at least hoped, that the forelgn troops, both
British and Americang, would leave the country,

when the war was over,

!
-

The British went away but in 1945 the Americans

asked for a lease of certain bases for 99 years. This
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was done agalnst the strong advice of ﬂo/“h‘!u
minister and other responsible pnnuum,. who were
consulted. As they had fortold the request was

decl ined %mﬁ some people have always
pointed to this request and uld.’_ that there the
Americans had shown their true intentions.

In 1946 a t.upor:r{::. was made which
allowed the Americans .t use of the KéTlavik-alrfield.
That agreement fell out OMI‘OO when the defence
agreement of 1951 was dene.

¥hen Iceland signed the The North Atlantie
Treaty ih 1949 it ves stated by the them foreign
minister, that it neither had nor could have an

army snd i1ts participation in the paet showed that
W CASE ¢F A AEW WAR 1T winTED ARRANGEMENTS MIDE SimAaR

Te YHoSR REACNED ONDER
2 ‘HW the agreement of 1941 with

the U. S.A. over the military protection of Iceland.

-

This hplhdt that no military forces were contem-
plated inside the country in peacetime.

So tLhat
The Korea-war ohangrd the sit.uation‘-u» the

defense-agreement with the U,.S5.A. was made in Vay
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1951, It has since been in foroe and the resolution

of the Althing (Icelandiec Farliament) of March 28th
1956 and declaretion of the Govérmment formed im
Tuly the same year that the military forces should
go away hag never beem carried out, although the
eltielstpositjon—44 that the ﬂuolntlu mlt

in abeyance. The Alies i' 2

SIS o QR W{“ "1“""

; is may be scen the position in Iceland is ia
gome ways unique. Just when a small, formerly
isolated nation, gets its full independence, which
it had strived for through @ oonhr;?!t must
;suddenly take in a mumber of foreign troops. Even
if that mumber is not high it is sc in relation to
the small populstion of the ccuntry.

Some incidents are bot:kt.o happen both with
girls and in drunken brawlsy they are inflated out

of all proportion by a relatively strong comsunist

or communist dominated party (ah@ut :3‘;- of the votesk
which has been ap roximately since before

the American question arose) . A flow of money comes

with the Amerloana’ chiefly from the military

1
|
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installations they are constructing. This has

& good slide but also a bad side. Inflation

grows and it 1s sometimes difficult toc get people

to do work necessary for the life of the country,.

All this is used against the Americans, Also well
intentioned people who worked for the mrlnf out

at their mkx echief baaoA found them high-hsnded and
did not like the inevitable feeling of the Americens
that t.hoy,; e Tm“lceland the most dosiufblo ' ,
country of all to live in,

The Icelanders are huuiy proud of their
fon Bl L

country and culture and ldo not getalnaliey rulln h
that neither is so universally known llﬁt ocught

to be. At the same time this is the first gene-
P |
ration 2Das to think about foreign affairs - |
'oxoept‘:&le former quarrel with Denmark - and to
realise that international happenings have
scmething to do with Iceland. The problems now

are therefore quite new and there is no old

tradition in those matters to follow,

Of course the overwhelming majority olJ"W’\

ovER
the thought of the Russians ma.t.aking‘tha country
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But some - not all left-wingers -lm'ltt

do you talk of the Russian: dapger. It is far a way,
M'hroonth-spotunnmmﬂm\MM“
alresdy forced their way iato our country, snd it is

their influence that is the great danger.

It is slso pointed out, that the Russifans
and other nations behind the iron curtain are
good customers of Jceland, while the Americans are
indifferent and the Eritish for a time put a ban on
our fish - practically our omnly export.

CAUSF To :
In faet there ll‘ﬁ wonder, that mes more !

difficultlies hun‘:\:;i.nn out of the defence-agreement
of 1951, It was a forgone conclusibnd that the
supporters of the resolution of March 28th 1958

would together get the majority of votes in the
general election of June 1956. This was obvious
from the structure of ilcelandic polities. No party
has in modern times evelN got a majority of the votes.
And this questlion was omly cme of many at the elections
The remarkable thing 1s that the only partyy whiech

was against the reuolnt.ion}g was the uneggalned
chlefly in votes. It lnereased from 37,1% in 1953 to
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42,49 in 1955, ¥Yany other reasons were lnvolved,
but it is noteworthy that the gain vas most in the
close nelghbourhood of the dief Americang base

at KePlavik. @-QM-J-H—W
iptesrfere——mor-wouid-thelr ilnterference have-
h&p&mbodx W
Thin 0

&1 result showed ,L that anti- mericanism 3... not
prevalldes among t.hoseﬁ whe had most to do with
them.

(ne of the reasons the present Government - in-
cluding the communists - did not carry smx out thelr
declarations of fullfilling the resclution of March
28th no doubt wu’( Aot Loy krew that even before
the happenings of Hungfa.E‘ it was agalinst the

o on t
wjishes of Jo

~ 9 N
;W&M.m

feared the resulting dissatisfaction,

Nobody wante forelgn troops inside his owm
country, byt even some of thosey who talk iike O X
wicj *9 X
they get the Americans awayf would not im
reality stand for 1t.f in the present situation if
they had t})omaelvcn to make the decision, This does

{
{
|
{
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28th “56 may not be carried out at the
moment., In the presept political setup the
Communists are in a position of the Covernment,
Butx they have already got the promise that the
troops shall go away, and it is impossible to

WNETHER |
I",j“ﬁ?ﬁ.’ will, when they sc decide, be able to !

get that promise fulfilled or not,

Put if the pro-iestern putlu) which between B
them have about 75% of the votes, could again
agree on a common forelgn policy as they did from
1949-1956, Anti-americanism would be of very little
importance in the oountryx as the last elections
showed that it dm has a very limited appeal to

the voters,

But of course the Americans must show taect,
they must educste their own mem sbout the country
they are being sent to,they must try to understand
the pecularities of the sltuation, This cught to be
easy, because they have already to a large extoﬁ .

. o
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been successful, not least because in my .8
‘ their ofFiciact

oxpcrlonco 15 5% Govern-lic the representotives cof the
most ponerrnl of all states, have always met the

yREPRESEATING
Ioolandors tlannntll the smallest of all inde-
pendent nauon:,n Aaquals,.
That 1s the vessong why anti-amerlcanism

has no serious roots in Iceland.
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Iceland is a small country sparsely populated. This
people, though small in number, have through the centuries had
their own culture and a strong feeling of lndependence. For
many centuries Denmark had sovereignty over the island but
according to an agreement in 1918 Iceland got its independence
and right to sever the remalning tles with Denmark uniﬂghrally
in 1944, if the population so decided. In conformity with that
agreewent the republic was constituted in 1944,

The British occupied the country in May 1940 and in
1941 an agreement was made with the U.S.A. about the military
protection of the country, during the war. Until the war most
people in Iceland had thought very little about the strategie
laportance of the country. The realities helped them to a new
understandins‘uut of course all people thought or at least hoped
that the forelgn troops, both British and American, would leave
the country, when the war was over.

The British went away*but in 1945 the Americans asked
for a lease of certain bases for 99 years. This was done
agalnst the strong advice of the then Prime minister and other

responsible pollticians who were consulted. As they had fore-

told the request was declined but since then some people have
always pointed to this reques)t and said that there the Americans
had shown thelr true intentions.

In 1946 a temporary agreement was made which allowed
the Americans a limited use of the Keflavik-airfield. That
agreement fell out of force when the defence agreement of 1951

was reached.
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When Iceland signed the The North Atlantic Treaty in
1949 it was stated oy the then foreign minister, that it
neither had nor could have an army and its participation in
the pact showed that in case of a new war it wanted arrangements
made similar to those reached under the agreement of 1941 with
the U.S.A. over the military protection of Iceland. This implied,
that no military forces were contemplated inside the country
in peacetime.

The Korea-war so changed the situation, that the
defense-agreement with the U.S.A. was made in May 1951. It has
since been in force and the resolution of the Althing (Icelandic
Parliament) of March 28th 1956 and declaration of the Gove%éent
formed in July the ssme year that the military forces should go
away has never been carried out, although some maingkdin-ﬁ
thet the resolution is only in abeyance. The official position
to this is in fact not quite clear.

As may be seen the position in Iceland 1s in some ways
unique. Just when a small, formerly isolated nation, gets its
full independence, which it had strived for through centuries,
it must suddenly take in a number of foreign troops. Even if
that number is not highllt is so in relation to the small
population of the country.

Some incidents are boun? to happen both with girls and
in drunken brawls and they are inflated out of all proPortion
by a relatively strong communist or communist dominated party
(about 20% of the votes which has been approximately unchanged

since before the American question arose)., A flow of money
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comes with the Americans, chiefly from the militsry installations
they are constructing. This has a good side but also a bad side.
Inflation grows aud it is sometimes difficult to get people to

do work necessary for the life of the country. All this is used

(end

against the Americans. Also people who worked
for the Americans out at their chlef base found them high~handed
and did not like the inevitable feeling of the Americans,that
they did not think Iceland the mbst desireble country of all to
live in.

The Icelanders are immensely proud of their country and
culture and many do not realise that neither is so universally
known as they think it ought to be. At the same time this is the
first generation that has to think about forelgn affairs -
except for the former gquarrel with Denmark - and to realise that
international haprenings have something to do with Iceland.

The problems now are therefore quite new and there is no old
tradition in those matters to follow.

Of course the overwhelming majority abhors the thought
of the Russlans taking over the country., But some - not all
left-wingers - say: Why do you talk of the Russian danger? It is
far away, but here on the spot we have the Americans, they have
already forced their way into our country, and it is thelr
influence that is the great danger.

It i1s also pointed out, that the Russians and other
nations behind the iron curtain are good customers of Tceland,
while the Americans are indifferent and the British for a time
put a ban on our fish - practically our only export.

In fact there is cause to wonder, that more difficulties
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have not arisen out of the defende-agreement of 1951. It was

a forgone conoluslonlthat the supporters of the resolution of
March 28th 1956 would together get the majority of votes in the
general election of June 1956, This was obvious from the
structure of icelandic polities. No party has in modern times
evel got a majority of the votes. And this question was only one
of many at the elections., The remarkable thing is that the

only party which was against the resolution was the ono]that
gained chiefly in votes. It inoreased from 37,1% in 1953 to
42,4% in 1956. Many other reasons were involved, but it is
noteworthy that the galn was most in the close nelghbourhood of
bhe chief American Base at Keflavik, This result showed that

anti-Americanism did not prevall among those, who had most to

do with thems Wraeescoan

One of the reasons the present Covegéent - 1nolud1ng
the fbmmunists - did not carry out their declarations of full-
filling the resolution of March 28th no doubt was that even
before the happenings cf Hungery it was agalnst the wishes of
many of their supporters and therefore the Govegéent feared
the resulting dlssatisfaction.

Nobody wants foreign troops inside his own country, but
even some of those who talk as if they wanted to get the
Americans away would not in reality stand for it in the present
situation if they had themselves to make the decision. This does
not at all mean, that the resolution of March 28th "56 may not
'be carried out at bhe most critical moment. In the present

political setup the Communists are in a key position of the

Government, they have already got the promise{that the troops
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shall go away, and it is impossible to say whether they will,
when they so deoide, be able to get that promise rullfillcé or
not.

But If the pro-Western parties which between them have
about 75% of the votes, could again agree on a common forelgn
polioy as they did from 1949-1956, gnti-Quericanism would be
of very little importance in the country as the last elections
ahowad‘that it has a very limited appeal to the voters.

But of course the Americans must show tact, they must
educate thelr own men about the country they are being sent to,
they must try to uﬁderstand the pecularlities of the situation.
This ought to be easy, because they have already to a large
extent been successful, not least because in my experience
their Covernment officials, the representatives of the most
powerful of all states, have always met the Icelandara,
representing the smallest of all independent nations, as equals.

That 1s the reason why enti-fmericanism has no serious

roots in Iceland.
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