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Ladles and gentlemen.

We are gathered here tonight to take leave
of our distinguished friends, the Minister of
the United States and hies wife, Mr. and Mrs.
Butrick.

Mr. Butrick has only been here foﬁ fifteen
monthe and Mrs. Butrick for a atlll_ahogFer
period, or only one year, and they came from a
very different part of the world% even more
different than the United Stateslthemaelvea,
because as you know they had for a long time
been living in the Far East berofe they came
to Iceland. ’:

You might therefore thinkﬁ;t would have been
difficult for them in this shokn!t, time to adapt
themselves to our perhaps rathé@ cold conditions.
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If so, we have not noticed it. Mrs. Butrick
has always received us in her hous with that
warmth and hospitality which 1s natural to her
wherever she goes, and Mr. Butrick is so
efficient a worker that no conditions nelther
cold nor warm will hinder him.

Those fifteen months Mr.Butrick has stayed
among ue have indeed been memorable timee for
Iceland. In those monthe we have had'yo work
on many small questione from day to day, but
we have also taken great declsions and some of
them will influence the history of Iceland and
even perhape affect the happenings of the
world for a long time.

When I think about my relations with Mr.
Butrick, I remember the work we dld on the
implementation of the Keflavik-Alrfleld
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agreement, where we had endless negotiations,

but succeeded in finding solutione to all our

problems as far as they could be found at that
time.

I think about the eigning of the Economic
Cooperation Agreement with the United States and
the work which had been done in preparation to
that, especlally in connection with the reservatias
regarding the speclal position of Iceland, where
Mr. Butrick assisted us as he could.

I remember the work Mr.Butrick has done here
as representative of E.C.A. I shudder when I -
remember all the queistlione he eseked and poor
Pérhallur Lsgeirseon and Dav{5 COlafseon had to
answer, I am afraid not always to his full
satisfaction. But at the same time I remember

the constant help Mr. Butrick has given us in
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thoce matters, how eager he was last year to
further the ssle of our frozen fillets to Germany,
how he has advised us on many occesions in dealings
with E.C.A. - chiefly on utilizing their resources
ae fully as poseible. And now I think he wante
as much as any Icelander to overcome the re-
eistance of the O.E.E.C. in Parie to the fertilizer-
plani plan,

A1l this is of importance, dbut still more
important 1ig our participation in the North-
Atlantic Treaty where Mr. Butrick initiated the
negotationsi and helped them on.

The period during which Mr.Butrick has been
minister to Icelsnd has indeed been so full of
exciting events that those of my colleagues who
moet love adventure and exclitement have absolutely

declined to serve any longer in the Government after
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the departure of Mr. Butrick and therefore
demand that we all resign on the day he intends
to take off on, the 10th of August.

But to epeak in earnest I must say that
I have often thought it must be a little
difficult to be the representative of the
strongest power on the earth to the weakest.

According to law both are sovereign states
and formally equal and there is no reason to
hide the fact that our emallness and the fact
that we have only recently acquired our sover-
eignty makes us especilally susceptible to any
elight or whowing of superiority.

I do not know if Mr.Butrick has ever
thought he was in a difficult position in this
respect but if eo we have never noticed it.
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He alwaye approached any subject with
complete frankness and open mind, being ready
to discuss and argue and take a no 1f 1t was
necesgary from the Icelandic point of view.

In short, he hae never let me get the feeling
that he wanted to use his position as the re-
presentative of the great power agalnet me as
the representstive of the weak one. As I

gald, this might have been difficult for some
but I think 1t has not been so for Mr. Butrick,
because he could not behave in any other way.

On behalf of Iceland I would indeed have
wished that Mr. and Mrs. Butrick stayed here
longer and I tell them that we sincerely regret
that they are leaving, and without eriticlzing
I must say 1t 1s singularly unfortunate that
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our goof friends the Byrns, their chief
assistants, whom everybody who know them liknz\
eo much, are leaving sbout the same time.

But it 1s not for us to declde the coring and
going of foreign diplomate, but to work with
them as they come.

But I hope I can egay when Mr.Butrick now
is leaving that a personsl friend of mine is
leaving and I am sure I can say that a friend
of Iceland is going away.

Let us drink to the health of Mr. and Mrs.
Butrick.
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