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I must begin these few words with excusing myself
because I am not able to speak in the french language., My
knowledge of that noblé tongue 1ie Jus; sufficlient to allow
me to understand 1t if I reed 1t and know 5eforehand what
it all 1s about. If I hed asked someone else to translate
my words into French I ‘therefore m;ght have had some idea

about the content of the speech myself, but I am sure, on

account of my pronuncietion, nobody else would Have understood

a word of what I sald or tried to eay, so I have chosen the

more commonplace but surer method tc speak in the Englieh
language.

The president of Iceland has today beatoﬁed the
grand crose of the Falcon order on our gueet of honour,
Because he 1s still considered a forelgner the foreign
minietry of Icelend was asked for its sdvice, and I can
aggure you, that i1t is no empty diplomatic phracse, -.aa_
you cen more eaelly understand when you bear in mind that
I am no diplomat but belong to the truthful politiclans
of whom eso many happen to be in my party - when I tell you,
that I have never recommended such an honour with greater
pleasure than in this instance.

The reason ies not only, that the icelandic
authoritiee wieh to honour M, Volllery as the representative
of the great and noble French natlon, but also our wish to
show how much we appreclate him pereonally and the work he
has done here,

M. Volllery has himself related in an interview in
the Morgunbladid, how he felt on the 17th June 1940, At
that time I wae professor of law at the University and
certalnly never will forget, how lmpreseed I wae by the

composure and the dignity of M, Volllery, when he on that
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memorable day read hie felicltatione to our Universeity. {

Some people may think it was a emall affair, but I understood

his behaviour on that day of sorrow for the powerful state

which had sent him ee a sure sign of the unbreakable epirit 1

and high culture both of the man himself and the nation to '

whom he belonged.

: Since that time I have learned to know M. Voillery

better than I did then and I must say that the impression

I got that day has been strengthed the better I got to

know him, I have most fortunately been able to observe

him also in the days of Joy, both for hie country and mlne,

I remember hie moderation and sincere happineece on the day

Parie wae liberated and I remember too hie heartfelt

congratulations on our great day of freedom the 17th June

194, |
Thoee are the great occaslons we never wlll forget, |

but we have aleo learned to ap; reclate the good work M. Voillery

hae done in every-day life. Never before have there been

go many tles that bind together the little icelandic nation

and that bearer of the torch of culture, the great french

nation, Nobody hae been more industrious or more interested

in kneeting thore tieg than M. Voillery, both in the fields of

culture, economi-e and politics.

I am no prophet but Juet the same I venture to eay
that thie ie only the beginning an thoee two natione will
have more and more collaboration ln the coming years to our
mutual advantage. M. Volllery will no doubt eay that one
of the reasone for that 1ls the great gsimilarity between
the two peoples, Thie evening I can not go further into
that, although I muet eay 1t 1s a long time gince I noticed
how llke icelandic politice 1ln many respects are to french

politice.
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But one inetance of great eimilarity I want to
mention!

The unassuming 1life of M. Voillery himeelf and
hie family. We have heard so much about the lighthearted-
nese and frivollty of certain Frenchmen, But I ask you,
who know how M. Voilllery lives and worke, have you not
observed how like he 1e to the best type of icelandlc
farmer or offlclal, who knowe that everybody hae to work
and doee not coneider himeelf too good to do e&ll the
work that ie neceecsary?

The language of couree ie a diffilculty, although
certainly Mlle Volllery hae surmounted that, but in spite
of that we all have felt, when we are with M. Volllery and
hie family, that we are with people whom we thoroughly
like and we are certalnly proud if they say after ten

yeare stay here that we are like them,
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