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D! ACE IN THE WORLI

by Dr, 3jerni Benediktsson
Prime Minister of Iceland

It is only netural thet foreigners should ask
themselves whether two hundred thousend people, living
on 40,000 square miles of land just below the irctic
Cirele, surrounded by the ocean on & treeless, sandy,
volecanic islend which is partly covered by etermal _‘
ice, cen juetifisbly be called en independent nation,
Neverthelees, no Icelander has the slightest doubt '
gbout his naticnality, or sbout the need for his
eountry to have its independence, The rirst settler
to estsblish & permenent sbode in Iceland is said to
heve arrived there in the year 874, end preparations
are already being made to celebrate the eleven-
hundredth anniversery of this event. The L early|settlers
ceme mostly from the western districts of Norway, and
many of them had spent some time in the north of the
British Ielee and in Ireland before continuing
their journey to Iceland, Anthropologists heave now
reached the conclusion that the origin of the nation
is Nordic-Celtic,

In the first decades of settlement the lecelanders

b}

created their own democratic form of government,
This event is freguently essociated with the
establishment in the year 930 of the parlisment
known @& "Althing", whieh had legislative power
over the entire islend, The lcelanders maintained
their independence until 1262, when they pledged
allegiance to the King of Norway, Later the country
became successively a part of the Norwegian, the
Danish-Norwegian and finally the Danish Kingdoms,

In the 19th century iceland began little by little
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to acguire constitutional independence from the Danish
Government, This culminated in the re-cstablishment
of the Republic in 1944, as a natural ssquence to the
provisions of the Union Aet of 1918, whieh stipulated
that at any time after 1943 the Icelanders could
unilaterally separate themsclves from Denmark, [The
schievement of independence brought about many
favourable developments; greater political freedom,
dwindling isolation and rapid progress in the
technological field, It is difficult to ascertain
which of these factors is primarily responsible for
the enormous improvements which have taken plece,

it is certain, however, that during this period
Ieceland was transformed into a modern society

where living conditions can be favourably compared
with those of any other western democracy, One
tengible proof of this is the steady growth in
population,

Owing to the great economic significance to Iceland
of the rishing industry, it ie vital for Icelanders
that the supplies of fish in their home waters,
particularly cod and herring, should not be
overexploited, That 1s why we have fought for the
extension end eontrel of fishing rights over the

’ §5

entire Icelandic continental shelf, It ies illogiecal
that a coastal state should have the right to contol
the ocean-bed off its shorees but not the fish to be
found there, The uncertainties involved in all
fishing operations due to the hazards of nature are

great enough in themselvee without the added injury
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of overexploitation by those who have more than enough
other rescurces at their liqpenal.!éar instance, the
leelandic fish cateh in 1967 was 28 ﬁar cent smaller
than in 1966, On twp of this national catastrophy came
& sharp fall in export prices and unexpected
difficulties in the sale of fish products, with the
result that exports for 1967 fell by 30 per cent,
Furthermore, it is precticelly impossible to find
a merket for same of the dried stockfish intended lov
to b= moni te Lastern Nigeria, a country now
ravaged by eivil war, The icelanders Lave admittedly
grown used to fluctuations in their prinecipal
export industry, but this is by far the most
serious crisis since the great world depression
of the 1930's, and even then the collapse was
spread over a longer period of time, This has
ereated serious economic difficulties.

A major task of the future is obviously that of
making the nation less dependent upon the export
of fish products, even though the fishing industry
will for en unforeseécable nunber of years continue

to form the most important part of its export

trade, “ith the growth of electric power in recent
decades verious types of smell manulacturing
industries have been developed to an ever increasing
extent, but they are producing primaerily for
domestic consumption, The country possesses an
abundance of unharneseed water and steam power,

The supply of heat obtained from the hot water
sources of Reykjavik alone now equals 130,000 tons
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of fuel il p.a. for a populaticn of 75,000, [The
potential power of geothermal heat and rivers must
be harnessed for the ereation of new export
industries. The first example of such a programme
has been carried out in co-operation with "Alusuisse"
for the construction of the Swise company's aluminium
emelter whose consumption makes it possible to
undertake a vast electric power project, Meny of us
are convineed ﬂl; this type of international
co=operation will point the way to greater eccnomie
security, although sueh progress is bound to take

& good deal of time, By the seme token we believe
that Iceland's arfilistion with EFTA is necessary

to ensure more stable marketa, as well as some

sort of sgreemont with the ExC, But all this ie

a source of contention, There is also the guestion
as to whether Iceland should continue to be a member
of NATO, and more particularly whether the Defence
Agreement between Iceland and the United Stutes should
resain in force,

One of the most important explanations of our
success in oreating and maintaining a modern
Igelandic society is the fact that we have never
had to use any of our financial rescurces for the
def'ence of our country, As a result, we have been
able to spend our tax revenue on satisfying urgent
so¢ial needs, How is 1t that the Icelanders have
geined thies unigue position amony the nations of
the worldfy

ﬁ;ﬁ{ of the relative shortege of natural
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riches and resources in Icelend there has been little
temptation for other mirun to rule over it,

Great Britain could, on many an oeceasion, have seized
the 1sland and declared it part of her overseas
territories, but che never did so despite the offer
made UQV;lnllh-l0!..gtll Itﬁg.(il:ths sane way ’
Biemarek practicelly ignored the Denieh proposal to ’V‘ffz&«
hand over Iceland to Uermany in 1864 so as to obtain
more fevoursble terms in the Sehleswig-Holsteln
issue, It is unlikely that Great Britain would have
allowed such a tr:nonstt;gﬁﬁ:ht:z:jzﬁng without
lifting & finger, forjan influential British

diplomat happened to be in Kiel in 1814 when the
Danish reprerentative there arranged (without any
speeific instructions from hie Government) that
Iceland, the Foroe Islands snd Creenland should not
be placed under twedish rule &t the same time as
Norway to whieh they haé belonged for eenturies,

No doubt the British ecnsidered it a highly risky
business for these islends to be placed under

Carl Johan of Eweden, who was then on the friendliest
of terme with the Cmar of Russia., They preferred to
let them remain a part of the Kingdom of Denmerk,
vhich was looeing its power and Lntluoaan.[§nran:

the Napoleonie ware Creat Britain showed much

greater interest in Iceland than before, At the

end of the 19th eentury, frequent visits and charting
expeditions, both Dritish and Freneh, proved that
the governmente of these countries were thinking

of esteblishing naval bases in Iceland, Throughout
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World wer 1 Great Britain kept close maritime control
off the shores of Icelend, and along the sea routes
between lceland and Western Europe,

It can be esaid that the location of the country,
the respect which others had for the Danish Crown, and
the power of the Sritieh koyal Navy had, until
1918, accounted for the Iact that it wae not considered
nececsary to take any g::t&ouln# measures for the
defence of Ieeland, By/eignuture of the /et of Union
the Danee formelly recognized the independence of
Igelend, with the King of Denmark as the Head of
itate of both nations, Simultanecusly Iceland
declared ite neutrality, Although many pecple
today feel that this wae dangerous for Iceland's sec~
urity, it must ke remembered that this took place
at a time when it wae believed that waw would be
benished forever, Cnly itwo ycars psssed, however,
before Lenin, in a meeting of the 1920 Soviet
Komintern, declared that leeland would have &
strategic role to play in future wars, particularly
a8 regerds air and subnerine warfare, Later a

Cerman strategist said: "Iceland is like a revolver
aimed at the British and the Americans," The
Icelanders themselves did not realise the militery
significance of thelr country until the British
occupled it in 1940, The following year a defensive
agreement was reached with the United ttates, {

Owing to the dangerous state of aifeirs in poste

war Europe, Iceland became one cf the founding
nembers of the Atlantie Allisnce in 1949 and signed
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& Defence Agreement with the United States within
the framework of the North Atlantic Treaty in 1951,
At the outset there were no plans to create Icelandie
armed forces, déspite the country's membership

of NATO, and foreign troops were not to be
stationed in Iceland ir peacetime, The idea vas
that, in case of war, Iceland would grent NATO
similar feeilities to those given to CGreat Britain
and the United States from 1940 to 1945, The
continuing state of international tension Hiftmimm
hostilitiee in verious perte of the world,

however, hed led to the stationing of American
troope in Iceland since 1951. Nevertheless
Icelanders hold firmly to the decision not to create
their own defence forces. They have never borne
arms against any other country, Militery discipline
is to them a completely unknown phenomenon, The
population is so small that their military strength
could never attain a degree of any significance,
and the expense of maintaining it would be a
erushing burden on the country's economy,

For ail these reasons the vest mejority of
Icelanders consider that the country's defence
should be ascured through continuing membership
of NATC, Those who adhere to the communist ideology,
however, are strongly opposed to this poliey, but
they heve obtained barely over 15 per cent of
electoral support, There are also those who
sincerely bellieve that Iceland should be entirely

neutral snd that isclation ie the best form of defence,
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But most Icelanders coneider this theory to be as
dengerous for Iceland now as it was in 1940, However,
some of those who held thie view are also of the
opinion that diminishing temsion in the world will
soon make it unnecessary to maintain military
forcee in the country itself and should lead to
the ebolition of the Derence Agreement with the
United States, But they continue to bélieve that
Icelend should stay in FATC so ae to have & solid
guarantee against a possible atteck, Others contend
that since distances are now practically non-exictent,
even Ieeland cannot remain without some sort of
military defence, Furthermore, they point cut that
the development of traffic by sea and air has made
Iceland just es vulnersble es any eountry in Central
Europe,

These and eimiler questions will undouwbtedly
be the subjeot of heated devates in Iceland during
the forthcoming years, and it is of major importance
that dependeble information be available so that,
in the light of the true fadte, the people of
leeland may decide what they should contribute
to their own security and to that of their ellies,

BJARNYI BENEDIKTHSEON,
Prime Minister of Iceland
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annars hefdi verid framkvemanleg. ‘hL,
Margir okkar eru samonfardir um(aé bv—ii—talbjééasark‘rﬁl
visi veginn fram & vid til aukins efnahagsbrygeis, pb ad wxFk
pbréun hljéti ad taka langan tima. Med sama hztti er pad skodun

okkar, ad Islandﬁ(ﬁaﬂaiﬂﬂ verdi ad f4 adild gé EFTA, til bess

ad tryeeja Sruggari markadi og a@ € amningum/verdi ad

——— ¥\ Aﬂ
né/ézg#;éc, Bfnahags#bandalag Evrépu\ i sama Jha m allt
i i [

betta er deilt 4 Islandi med sama hztti og gg%f er um baél

hvort Island eigi ad halda d4fram adild sinni ad NATO[_bé
einkanlega um framhald varnarsamniogsins milli Islands og
BandarikjannarlﬂFin af 4stzdunum, oz ekki hin pfdinmarminnsta

til pess ad Islendingum hefur tekizt ad skapa oz halda uppi
ndtimapjbéo6félagi { landi sinu, er st stadreynd, ad peir hafa
aldrei purft ad eyda neinu fé til varnar landinu. Par af leidir,
ad peir hafa getad unotad dlagda skatta, sem"eﬂ‘?«-hlu‘t:f‘ssv.l]?ﬁfef'?:f:j
sambzrilegir vid baélsem tidkast 1 néerannalﬁnunum\til annarra
bjédfélagsparfa. Hvernig stendur 4 pv{ ad Island hefur ad P
bessu leyti getad ordid alegjOr undantekning 4 medal pjbéda heimsins

Vegna takmarkadra ndttGruegzda hefur landid sjélft vakid

litg& l1ongun hjd 8érum pjddum til ad nd yfirrddum bess8. Stédra=—

bretlandi’hefdi 0ldum saman B audveldlega geta tekid landid og
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li§i~haé/z\i,&fnuhyffrréﬁaﬁﬁa61, en [pad s&ndikaldrel neinan

dhuga fyrir pvi, jafuvel b6 ad #ifn dansk- norski kong@b 16thn
landid falt. A sama veg hirti Bismarck ekki um pad, bemar
danska stjérnin preifadi fyrir ser pad, hvort Danmdrk geti
fengid Egjrl samninga I8 1864 %F Slesvik Holstein e{_Island
vmriJ$37f6 undir b§z£;:;236rat‘ Raunar 8EE er ekki liklest ab
Bretland mundi hafa 14tid pvilika afhendingu afskiptalausa. pvi
ad pad er naumast tilviljun, ad dhrifamikill brezkur stjérnar-
erindreki, sem &dur haﬁi‘tekié patt { fridarsamningum milli
Stéra-Bretlands og Svipjbédar var staddur { Kiel 4rid 1814, pegar
deski fulltrdion par kom pvi fram dn nokk?%?*}yrirmmla fré
donsku stjdérninni ad Island, Fezreyjar og Grzondland skyldu

&?5 ﬂg&u NM53‘7 ekki lenda undir ssznskri stijérn med Noregi, sem pessi 10nd

bﬁwuqcﬂ .HMLMA haféh bé 6ldum |saman fylét Enzinn efi er 4 bvi\aé Bretar

%kbAbm thnv«ASﬁTﬁE;—II;;gm;hgéé sem #rid hzpna rddstofun, ef 8B bessi eylond

hefél verid sett undir stjéro EEBEZ Karls Jéhaﬁki, sem béd var

mjde vinveittur russneskraiﬁarnum, éﬂxb&&q#ad\"éag'bﬁ %
L M AL A

4fram hlutf{ afr};unu danska konungsriki, sem WM%E{]

L Mo
hnignaé_valdi og dhrifum. Vist erlaoLfapoleonstyrjoldunum

4

=
sfndi Stéra-Bretlandy\miklu meiri dhuga fyrir Islandi en
dbur, og tidar heimsdknir og sjémalinpar bzdi af hdlfu Breta
M\\M\J\
og Frakka 4 sidari hluta 19 aldar, eynf’.éhuga stjérnaﬁ/
M
bessara landa fyrlqi_ 4 flotastodvum 4 Ialandlwiq~
A
seinni heimstyrjoldinol hélt Stéraﬁﬁ Bretland uppi Egngl gezlu

‘4 hafinu umhverfis Island og 4 siellngaleléunum milli Islads

og Vestur-Evrdpu.
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