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MiSvikudaginn 12, jJandar 1949 kom Anderssen-Rysst,
sendiherra NorSmanna, & skrifstofu mfna samkvamt beidni
sinnl og £ttl vidtal vid mig og forsztisrddherra.

Erindl hans var ad skyra okkur frf skeyti, sem honum
hafdi borizt fré Noregl, utanrfkisrdSuneytinu, og hafrdi
verid lagt fyrir hann ad segja forsstisrdSherra og mér
frd efni skeytisins f algjorum trdnadi. Las hann skeytid
fyrir okkur.

ASalefni peesp”;a & fundinum { Karlstad, sem ny-
1oki8 er og bar sem mettir voru forsetisrddherrar Noregs,
Svibj63ar og Danmerkur, utanrikisrddherrar og herméla-
rdSherrar landa bessara, hafdl veri” rett um hervarnarbanda-
lag Nordurlanda, p.e.a.s. bessara briggla rikja, Tekil
var fram, ad & fundinum hafi komid fram mikill skodana-
munur um betta efnl & milli Nordmanna annarsvegar og Svia
hinevegar. MNEXXMX Nordmenn héldu pvi fram, a5 stofna atti
varnarbandalag bessara briggja rIkJalaem tengt veri Nordur-
Atlantshafsbandalaginu. Danir hofSu sett fram bd midluuar-
tillagu. ad Bandalagid vari stofnad og skyldi hvert
elnstakt bandalagsriki rdar;vi. hvort bad tmki pdtt f
NorSur-Atlantshafsbandalaginu eda ekki. Pessi midlunar-
tillaga haf31 b6 ekki fengld neinn hljémgrunn hj)4 Svfum,
sem vildu lédta stofna varnarbandalag NoraurlandE sem
reglonal-samning innan takmarka edttmdla Sameinudu bJé8anna,
Verli bad bandalag ekkl f neinum tengslum vid NorSur-Atlants-
hafsbandalagid og engir ﬁeﬁlimir Norﬁurlanda—b&ndalagsins
veri heldur medlimur { Nor3ur-Atlantshafsbandalagina, -

Prdtt fyrir benna skoSunamun nd8ist b6 samkomulag &
fundinum um yfirl¢singu milll beseara briggja rikja, bess
ernle\aﬁ mggulegt varl ad stofna varnarbandalag NorSurland-

anna.igem rikin brj)d hétu hverju ¥0ru hernadaradstod ef

bau vaerl rddist, og voru bé undantekin beirri skuldbings

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarna Benediktssonar © Borgarskjalasafn ReykjaviH




- @

ingu Ferey jar, Grenland, Jan Mayen og Spitzbergen, bannig
a8 b6 ad € bessa landshluta verl rd48ist kamil varnarbanda-
lagid ekkl til greina,

Berum ordum var tekid fram, ad Svfar mundu hvorki nd
né s{Sar taka pdtt ¢ Nordur-Atlantshafebandalaginu. Var
8o ad skilja, ad beir mundu ekkl gerast alilar ad Nordur-
landabandalagl ef hin rfkin takju bdtt f Nordur-Atlantshafs-
bandalaginu. Kkvedid var a¥ spyrjast fyrir um ba8 { Washington
Og London, hvort ad stjérnirnar bar hefSu dhuga fyrir, ad
Nordurlondin gerdu slfkt bandalag sfn £ mil1i og ef avo
verl, hvort ad baer mundu b€ veita sliku bandalagl b€ adstod,
sem naulsynleg vari[?jdrhag og tzkl, b.4d.m. naudsynlegan
forgangsrétt um afhendingar,

Akvedid var ad hinn 10,-12, Jandar skyldi mdl betta
rett I utanrikismdlanefndum landanna,! Noregi b6 I special-
kommitteen, og var tekid fram af sendiherranum ad bad
varl vegna pess, ad bar @ttl enginn kommdnisti satl, en £
norsku utanrfkismdlanefndinni vari kommdnistar,

Ef nidurstadan yrdi sd af bessum bollaleggingum, ad
haldandl varl &fram med umradur um varnarbandalag Nordur-
landa & bessum grundvelli, skyldi 8{dan, bann 13,, sendi-
herrar Noregs og Danmerkur, ldta bad uppl I Washington og
London, ad 1¥nd beirra éskudu ekki eftir ad fd bod um
bdtttoku { NorSur-Atlantshafsbandalaginu € medan samningnum
um varnarbandalag Nordurlanda stadi,

P4 var rngert\aﬁ fundur forsmtis-, utanrfkie- og her-
m€lardSherra dsamt sex bingmBnnum dr hverju riki, skyldi
verda { Kaunmannnh;fn 2. Jandar. 8{3an skyldi m&1i8 ratt
vid bingflokka og loke skyldi f Jandar-lok verda fundur -
reglulegur utanrfkisrddherrafundur - f Oslo, bar sem einnig
vari haft samrdd vi& forsmtlis- 0g hermdlarddherra, en auk
pess skyldu bar koma sendiherrarnir I London, Washington
og Moskva,

Sendiherrann 1€t upol a8 bessi reglulegl dtanrf{kisrgd-

herrafund ir mundl adeins vera fundur bessara briggja rikja
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€n bess hann vissi bad glogglega,

okkur raddum vid nokkud um efni bess fram og aftur. Eg 16t
: ol

Eftir ad Anderssen-Rysst harSi lesid skeytid fyrir ‘
|
uppl ad mér syndist sznska ajénarmiaiaL; KarlstaSfundinum, (
Anderssen-'fysst taldl bpad ekki vera, heldur hitt lfklegra [
a8 Nordmenn og Danir vildu I lengstu 1¥g halda { Svia og ‘
gera Itrustu tilraunir t1l ad ekki slitnadi upp dr samn-
ingum milli beesara rik)a, Hann taldi dhuga Nordmanna
fyrir NorSur-Atlantshafsbandalaginu svo mikinn, a8 vart
verli liklegt ad beir 1étu undah skoSun Svia f bessu,
Fors®tisrdSherra benti dﬂgmsagn Vesturveldanna um
afstd®du peirra til bviliks varnarbandalags mundi bé
ventanlega hafa mikil &hrif { bessu efnl og var Anderssen-
Rysst samm£la bvi. Annars skyrdl hann okkur frd vidtalil
Lange utanrfkisrddherra vid "Arbeiderbladet" I Oslo 1.
eda 2, jJandar, bar sem hann hefdi m}dg elndregld 14t18
uppl, ad Noregur byrfti ad vera I helldarsamtdkum peirra
rfkja, sem hugsudu og hegdudu sér 4 sama veg og Nordmenn,
Hefd1 par einnig komid fram ad hann vil%l samvinnu vid
Island. Enn sag®i hannlaﬁ sf8ar hefdi/Arbeidetbladet
birst grelnar eftir dberandi norska stjérnmdlamenn dr
verkamannaflokknum bar, eins og sole;rnsen. gem 4£8ur
hef8i hneigst mj;g til samvinnu vi8 Rdssa en héldi bv{ fram,
aBZ;ggia til fridunar heiminum veri stofnun sterks NorSur-
Atlantshafsbandalagh .
Anderssen-Rysst spurdi okkur, hvort Tslendingar
hefOu fengid nokkra vitnesk)u frekar ad vestan. Eg sagdi
ad dr bvi ad Nordmenn hefSu s¥nt okkur bann trdinad ad
skyra okkur frd bessu veril rétt'aa vid segdum honum frd, ad
I sfdustu viku hefd1 ég fengld fyrirspurn um, hvernig vid
mundum svara ef okkur yr3i boSid, bPetta vari n’u til at-
hugunar og mundum vid sennilega brédlega, e.t.v. begar 1
dag, svara & bd leid, al vid yrdum ad f4 ndnari vitneskju
um m&115 d3ur en vid gaetum tekid afst®du ti] bess. Dbetta

ve@rl honum sagt I mesta trdnadi,
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Hann gerdi rdd fyrir pvf ad NorSmenn hef&u pessar fregnir
um mdlaleitun til okkar begar frd Washington, vegna bess ad
sendlherra peirra bar fylgilst mJ;g vel meJ og sagdli ég pd,
a8 sendiherra Nordmanna bar hefd1 einmitt sagt sendlherra
okkar tvelm eJa prem dogum £5ur en vid fengum bessa mdla-
leitun, ad hdn varl ventanleg, MNEXEMXXXXX

Reddum vid sIfan nokkud um afst®3u Islande f bessu efni
og 8dgdum vid forsztisrddherra bd3ir vid sendiherrann, ad ‘
ekkl vaerli vafi €, ad afstada Noregs mundi geta haft dhrif ;
hver)a dkv;rﬁun Islendingar takju um pdtttdku I bandalaginu,
Hann spurdi, hvort g# hann mettli segla frd bessum ordum
okkar og toldum vid ekkert bvi til fyrirst®du, ad hann segdi
ad vid hefdum sagt betta vid hann. Hltﬁ verl annad mdl, sem
hann yr31 ad gera sér 1)6st, ad afstada fslendinga veri aud-
vitad undir gmsu 38ru komin einnig, og betta veri eltt af
p?L, sem lfklegt verl ad hafa dhrif & okkar afstodu.
Lét hann Bér pad fyllilega skiljast en sagdist mundu koma
skoBun okkar um b§dingu afset®du norsku stjérnarinnar dleidis
t1l hennar og pvi, ad vid verum pakkldtir fyrir hessa
vitneskJu og legdum mikid upp dr, a8 halda kontakt vid

nokrsu st )érnina f bessum efnum,

ilbem
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Midvikudaginn 12. Jandar 1949 kom sendiherra Bandarfkj-
anna, Mr, Butrick, 4 skrifstofu mina samkvsmt beidni minni.

Las ég b4 upp fyrir honum ;%;%? gvar og &6formlegt
vid minnisbladl Bandarfkjastjérnar frd 5, b.m. um NorSur-
Atlantshafsbandalagid og 16t ég sendiherrann f€ afrit
bess er ég sagdli. Til-skyringar lagdi ég dgherzlu £, ad |
Islendingar verl minna inni f mssu m€l1l en stjérnir beirra
rfk)a, sem unnid hefdu ad pessu tiltekna mdli { marga
m&nudi, hefdu auk bess mikla @fingu I utanrfkismdlum og
herm€lum umfram Islendinga, en betta mdl varl nftt fyrir
okkur og vid par ad aukl einangradir hér og hefd3um enga
hermdlapekkingu. Af bessum sBkum verl edlilegt ad vid
porfnudumst nénari skfringa.

Ef verulegur ghugi vaeri hj4 hinum pAttt¥kurik junum
fyrir bdtttoku Islande mundi mér sfnast edlilegt ad ein-
hverJir menn, sem verulegd hefSu ad pessu mdli unnid,

#ttu samrafur vid Islendinga eda fulltrda belrra einhverja
dhrifamikla mennlum petta efni, Vaeri hegt ad koma bvi
vi3, hvort heldur ad Islegdingar faru eitthvert annad til
vidradna um pessl efnil, elnungie ef ekki barl of mikid £
bv{ eJa einhverjir, t.d. fulltrdar fr£ Bandarfkjamédnnum

og Bretum, sem aJ bessu hefSu unnid, kamu hingad og raddu

hér vid dhrifamenn um bessi efni,
Eins leg8um vid mikid upp dr ad hafa samrdd vid Nordur-
landarfkin tv®, sem tilgreind varu og upp dr afstddu beirra.
_~ &tlunin med pessarl or8sendingu vari ekki ad aftaka
um bAtttB8ku I bessu bandalagl heldur ad opna dyrnar fyrir
ugireSum um bad en med beirri vardd, ad Islendingar tmki
engar skuldbindingar 4 sig fyrr heldur en beir jJafnéSum vissu

hvad f beim felist, 8Stada Islands vaeri 1lfka sérst®d, vegna

pess ad vi5 hefSum beyg a&f ad hafa hér erlendan h&%

|
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& fridartimum, en b4 kami hitt, hvort pd varl nokkud oryggi

I bessum samningl ef engar varnir mttu der stad., Allt betta

yr81 ad meta, en bé vaeri sd skoBun dkaflega rfk, bedi th' '
fylgjendum rikisstjérnarinnar X¥KXX og ¥mmesr st)érnasminndp

8Jélfrar, ad pad varl of dfru verdj keypt ad 1ldta hermenn

dvelja hér 4 fridartimum JLQH&#EP@L,DryggL,, sem vid slikt

fenglist.
L

D11l bessu atridi yrdu best redd og skilin I slikum
umr@dum, sem ég hefdl stungid upp & og syndist mér bvi rétt
ad vinna ad bvi ad koma beim £. A3 svo stoddu vildi ég ekki
frekar gera till;gur hvernig beim yrdi fyrirkomid, bad
mettl athuga bad frekar ef st)érn hans og beim sem ad pessum
mélum ynnu h)4€ hinum st jérnunum, pmttl pess vert ad koma
slfkum samtolum £,

Sendiherrann sagdi 11t10 um betta en 16t bé uppi,
ad liklegast verli ad einhver)ir Telendingar fzru ti1l Banda-
rikjanna til umredna bar, vegna bess ad bar vﬂfl nd til-
athugunar betta mfl, qupw v “’W menn
frd London og Washington kami hér\og var bad 1l4ti5 standa
op18; e~ 4 LE L L el B on lemde

Lwdk;, NI ¥, 395,
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(Lesid upp fyrir Mr. Butrick 12. Jandar 1949,
Henn fékk afrit,)

The Government of Iceland will not be able to
determine its position with regard to the participation
of Iceland in the conclusion of a North Atlantic Treaty
until more concrete information is avallable concerning
the increased securlty for Iceélana implied in such a
treaty as well ;3 the obligations arlsing therefrom.

It would therefore be advantageous if these matters,
together with the epeclal position of Iceland, could be
clarified in unofficial exploratory talks between the
Government of Icelsnd and representative or representatives
of the Governments who for & conelderable period of time
have been working on thie proposal.

The Government of Icelsand would also Dbe
interested in discuesion this problem with the Govern-
mente of Denmark and Norway in view of the cloee ties

existing between thoee countries and Iceland.
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Fimmtudaginn 27. Jandar 1949 4tt1 ég tel, gamkvemnt
beidni minnl, vid Gustav Ras-u;;;;, utenrfkisrdSherra Dana,
& ekrifstofu hans, Hann sagdi pegar { stad, al hann hef 31
haft miki’ a¥ gera undanfarna daga og hef3i enn, og ték
afBan ad segja mér, £n pese a3 ég spyrdi, frd samningaom-
leitunum um varnarbandaleg Danmerkur, Noregs og SvipjéBar.
Hann t=ldi, a® samningsumleitanirnsr hefSu leitt til peas,
ad sjénarmid hinna priggja rikje hefdu ndlgast, ASalskodunar-
munurinn nd veri ef, ad Nordmenn vildu ekkl ganga { petta
varnarbandalag nema bvi aSeins, ad tryggt varl al vestur-
veldin, b.e, Banderikin, 1létu peim £ té vopn, veltti beim
adstod £ strisl og par ad auki gmfu einskonar garantiur
um hj4lp peim til handa, ef £ p£ yrdl réddist, sSviar teldu
pors £ vopnum frf Bandarikjunum og hefZu ekki £ méti a3
biSja um pau, en teldu detzfulaust ad bidja um bau fyrr en
bandalagld veri komid 4 laggirnar, en vari £ méti pvi ad
bidja um nokkurar garantfur, enda mundu Bandarfkin - hva3
sem dllum fyrirfram samningum 11351 - koma Nordurldndunum
til hjdlpar, ef £ pau yrdi rddist, Danmdrk vildi umfram allt
koma Nordurlanda-bandslsgl £ og teldl pad hofudvinning, a8
Svfar vildau yfirleitt vera med I slfku bandalagl. Hann
saghl, ad s)bénarmis donsku stjérnarinnar ksmu fram { grein,
gsem { morgun hef3i britst { "Socialdemokraten",

ASespurdur af mér svaradi hann, a® ndnast metti
wegla, ad s)bénarmid ddnsku og s=nsku setjérnarinnar nd verl
hin sdmu,

Hann sagdi, ad verid gstl, al fleiri fundir yr3u
haldnir um m£113 heldur en Oslo-fundurinn, Danir teldu
slfkt nytsamlegt og ¥lldu umfram allt koma { veg fyrir, ad
app Gr slitnadi, Hann sagli, a® £ pessum fundum hefﬂi ekki
verid rett um afstodu til Horﬁnr-Atluntsharshandalagging, en

e ——— e
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audvitad hef®l hver atj)érn fyrir sig hugsal pas mdl, Nord-
menn mundu geanga I bandalagid, ef upp dr elitnmadi, Sviar
dreidanlega ekki, Danir veru SdkveSinir, en sj)flfur sagilist
hann gera ré8 fyrir, ad hann myndi ekki mmla me® inng®ngu

{ bandalagi® og hafdi pé £ pvi fmea fyrirvara, sagli skodana- i
mun milli ddnsku et )érnmdlaflokkenna um hetta, Hegri og
vinstrl flokkarnir hafa nokkurn veginn sbmu afstd®Su og Nord-
menn, en mjog margir veru peirrar skoSunmar, a¥ Danir mttu
ekki a¥ taka p€tt { bandalagi bessu, Auk bess mgdi hann ddnsku |
stjérnina ekkl vita nég um, hva® { NorSur-Atlantshafs-sdtt-
mnflanam mundi felast, en taldl augljbet, al ef byrja mtti

4 fundum um hval gera aatti elmhverju riki til hjdlpar eftir
a¥ & pad wveri rddist, p€ mundi pad verda of seint fyrir Dan-
mdrku, pv{ a¥ bd mundl vera bIL¥ ad taka hana, Bg sagdi,

ad feland hvorkl vildi né getl haft dhrif £ hva® hin NorSur-
18ndin gerdu, en vi3 hefSum £hugs fyrir, al ef samningar

um NorSurlandabandalagld fari &t um pdfur, og ef Noregur

og Danmdrk hafu p€ vidreSur um pdtttdku { NorSur-Atlantshafe-
bandalaginu, &3 hafa samrdd vid pau, enda teldl fsland sig
enn of 1{ti) vita um per rddagerdir til ad geta tekld afstdda

til peirra, Rasmussen spurdi ad visu, hver afstala fslenszku
stJérnarinnar mundl verSa, og hlustadi £ ummsll mfn um, a8

vid vildum hafa samrdd vid pd hina { pessu tilfelll, em ekki
virtist mér hann legg)e mikid upp dr pvi, en ég sagdi, a®
audvitad feri afsta’a fslenzku st)érnsrinnar a® lokum eftir
pvi, hvada skyldur Island yrdi ad taka € sig, ef pa® gengi {
NorSur-Atlantshafsbandalagld, og hvert auki’ oryggl bad fengi,
Rasmussen saghi, adspurdur af mér, a¥ ekkl varl hagt ad segja,
ad Bandarfkin hefdu reynt a® beita nokkurri pressu 4 Dan-
mdrka um p£tttdkau { NorSur-Atlantshafsbandalaginu, afeins
hef3i sendiherrann sagt, ad belr getu pé ekki bdlst vih vopnum,
ad minsta kostl ekki { fyrstu, en dr pvi vildi Resmussen 1{ti3
gera, bvi ad budl pyrfti Danmork 1{ti% af vopnum 4 bandarfigkan
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melikvards, oz Danir mundu hvort e ekki ff vopn badan fyrstu
2 drin. P4 taldl Resmussen vera nd heldur fridvenlegra en :
é5ur { alp)édamdlum, Ekki sagdi hann ad Rdssar hefdu neynt

a8 hafa nein dhrif & pd, heldur adeins hef®i bpafan heyrst

Almennur propaganda,

Auk pessa mfls drdpum vi® { samtalinu aBeins £ L;
Grenlandemdlld og skfrdi ég nefndarskipunina { pvf, Auk |
bess kvartadl ég yfir afstddu Dana £ Parfs til tognrakaupa
okkar { Englandi, Rasmussen kannalist vid pall, hélt a¥
begar vari bALY ad kippa pvi f lag, en lofa®i al athuga bad,

Postudaginn 28, Jandar 1949 k1. 93 f.n. €3t ég
tal vi® hr, Halvard Lange, utanrfkisr£Sherra Nordmanna, 4
skrifstofu hans { Oslo, samkvemt bei¥ni minni. Lange dtti
m)8g annrikt, £ttl eftir stutta stund &% fara £ fund me?
midst Jérn flokke sfna.

Lange sagdl mér, ad hangbyggist vis, a¥ ekki yrii
samkomulag um skandinaviskt varnarbandalag nema bvi adeins,
al Bandarf{kjast)érn hef3i breytt um afstdSu frd pvi sem verid
hef31, en { morgunblddunum pennan dag weri skfrt frd, a¥
hugsanlegt vari ad Bandarfkin mundu ldta slfkt skandinaviskt
varnarbandalag f€ vopn, ef pad yrii mynda#,

Hr, Lange saghii, a¥ petta kemi alglorlega { bdga viX
ber fregnir, sem hann hef®l haft sf¥ast fré sendiherra Banda-
rikganna { Oslo daginn €3ar. N& hef® hann 14t1% spyrja
um betta 4 nf og ef engin breyting yrdi, teldl hann litlar
gem engar lfkur, a¥ dr skandinaviska barnarbandalagina yrii,
P& byrftu Nordmenn eftir viku e®a hél-fan nénud ad gsegja

til um, hvort bpeir vildu taka pdtt { samningunum stofnun
NorSur-Atlantshafsbandalags. Taldi hann allar lfkur ti1,

a3 svo yrdi, en b6 mandl pad nokkud fare ertir bvi, hvasd
bessum samningum feliet, T.4. munda Nordmenn ekki sambykk ja
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a8 hafa herstodvar { landl pelrra € fridart{mum, Hitt teldu
beir m}dg miklu mf1li skipta, a® £8ur en t11 &fridar kemi, |
varl bdid a3 gera rdd fyrir, hvernig adstod Vesturveldanna

yroi héttad, skildist mér ad synjun Svia £ pvi, a® slfkar

réSagerdar attl sér stad, veri ein hdfud dstmden fyrir pvi,
ad ekkl myndl samkomulag verda,

Eine haf3l rddherrann daginn £3ur haldid redu
um m£113 £ norska Stérpinginu og vékum vi’ a¥ henni, Sagdi
réSherrann ad par kemi skodun sfn og et jérnarinnar fram,

pé sagdl rdSherrann, ad nekkur skoSanamunur vari
innan norska verkamannaflokksins um afst®Suna til Norlur- ]
Atlamshafsbandalags, og getl sd skolanemunur or®i3 st)éraninni
m)og Ordugur. AS visu veri vita®, a¥ yfirgnefandl meiri hiuti
bings veri med NorSur-Atlantshafsbendalagi, en bessl skoSana-
munur innan et)érnar flokksins geti ef til vill koste® hann
meirihluta afstddu vi® kosningar,

Hann sag®i og, a® hugsanlegt vari, a® Rdssar rédust
£ Noreg 4 timabilinu fré pvi a’ Nordmenn segduet vera reidu-
bdnir til samnings um pessi efni og bangad til a8 Bandalagld
verl komid £, og pyrftu Norlmenn ad tryggja sig eftir fdngum
og T4 afstod ef til slfke kemi, Framh )€ beseum mdguleiks veri
ekki alveg hatt }8 1{ta,

g sagdl rdSherranum, ad fslenzka stjérnin hvorki
vildl né gwtl haft nokkur dhrif £ norsku 8t Jérnina um hverja
dkvordun hdn taski, en ef Nordmenn hefdu { athugun pdtttdku
{ NorSur-Atlantshafsbandalagi hef51 fslenzka et)érnin &huga
fyrir a8 fylgjast meS pvi og hafa samvinnu vi3 norsku st )érn-
ina ef til ksml, Vari hugsanlegt, a3 sérstakir menn kami
til Noregs til vi¥redna um pad efni,

Lange ték pv{ vel en ekkl virtist mér hann legg ja
mikis upp dr pvi, Eg t)4851 réSherranum, a® afetalds Islands
verl ed, ad vid heflum 1itla sem enga herpekkingu; okkur weri
ekki t11 hlftar 1)6st, hver hernadarpf¥ing lande okkap vari

né hva® gera byrfti til varnar landinu o8 @mtl pvi fari’ gvo
»

2
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a8 vi% Sskudum eftir séretdku samrddi vi® Nordmenn um pal
atridy,

Lange Jdta31 pv{ einnig en sagdl, al NorSmenn hefBu
enn ekkl fhugad til neinnar hlftar { hverju alietod af hdlfa
Vesturveldanna peim t1l handa attl ad vera f#lgin., Athugun
é slfku mundi einmitt hefjast eftir ad Gr pvi weri skorid,
hvort skandinavisks varnarbandalegi® kemist £ ela ekki.

Bg hardl 14315 uppi vi¥ fulltrds utanrfkisrdSuneyt-
ieine, sem ték £ méti mér £ flugvellinum, ad ég getl ekki
sagt um hversu lengl €5 yrdi { Noregl fyrr en ég hefdi talad
vid utanrfkierddherre bange., BEg getl pessvegna ekki svaral i
bvi, hvert ég g=ti bpegl® bol daginn eftir um hédegisbo® hJ4 ' *
1
|

Noregskonungi.

Lange 16t uppi a® fyrra bradgl von um, a¥ ég gmti
tekld pétt { pessum hAdeglsverdl en nefndl ekki a? Biru leyti,
a8 ég dveldl lengur { Oslo, heldur eagdl berum orBum, a®
hann hef3i hreyft bvi og Sskal eftir, al ég mttl kost £ a8
sit)a £ fundunum um hi¥ skandinavisks varnarbandalag, en
Sviar heflu neitad bv{, vegna pess a3 bpeir hefdu talill, ad
6lfkt mundi leila t1l of mikilla umredna um NorBur-Atlantshafs-

bandalag,

Eg eagdl Lange pessvegna, a¥ ég mundi hverfa frd
Noregl strax daginn eftir, en hann sagdi, a¥% vi’ mundum hittast
um kvdldid £ bodl h)£ sér og mundum vid b€ geta rett ndnar um
bessl efnl, Ekkl vard pad pé, pvi ad f BoSinu veik Lange
ekki elnu orSi ad pessum efnum, enda virtist hann b€ mrnar
dhyggjur hafa og sat fmist 4 tall vid Undén, Rasmussen eBa
foryztumenn floiks efns, Vard ég bess m)ég var { samkvemi

bessu, a¥ Norimenn, sumir ad minsta kostl, hdfdu bungar £-
hyggjur um, hvernig horf3i { pessu efni og a’,einkum Danir,
18g%u rfka dherzlu £, a¥ ekkl slitna®i upp dr, Nor3menn,

a.mk, Lange, tdldu pfiingarlaust, eftip bvi sem hann hafrsy sagt
mér um morguninn, a3 halda lengur €fram pessum vidrafum, og
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88g51 hann %via hafa somu skodun, RENL "b\lﬁ og af ummel "

Svia Eins, €r ég pekktl fré fyrri t15 og hittl parns um kvold-

2 v

15, a8 hann taldl dkaflegs 6lfklegt, aJ nokkur niSurstada

yr51 pessa fandur Snnur en sd, ald slita samningavireSum,
l‘oé:t Stérpingeine, Natvig-Patersen, kom al nfll ‘1
vi® mig f bo®1 pessu og vékum vid medel annars al pessum |
efnum, Taldl Stérpingsforsetinn pads hafa veri’ mikla i
vitleysu a8 forma sjénarmilin sve rakilega, sem gert W >y
verid { Kaupmennahdfn nokkrum ddgum 4&3ur, pvi a3 nd va : *
norskt s)énarmid og sanskt e)6narmil og ef hvika atti frd \
hvora um sig teldl s£ sig l4ta { minmni pokann, Einnig werli ‘
xomin inn I m€113 persénuleg prestige atridl o.fl., sem
gerdi pad éparflega erfitt vilfangs. Pal varl a visu svo, ad
norski verksmannaflokkurinn vari nokkud klofinn um melil,
en vist varl og al ef horfid veri frf{ hina noreka &jénar-

mid1 er verid hefdi, b€ mundu borgareflokkarnir sndnet £

méti st)érninni og mikill hluti verkamannaflokksins vera
peim samméla og mundl pad ad sJE1fsogdu valds miklum orSug-
leikum,

Eftir ad samkvamtl pessu lauk hardi ég ekkl meiri
samgang vid norska st jérnadlamenn { for minni,

-

< f

-

A
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Fimmtudaginn 27. Jandar 1949 £tti ég tal, samkvemt
beidni minni, vid G;;;;v Rannu;::;: atanr{kisrdSherra Dana,
4 skrifstofu hans., Hann sagdl pegar { stad, a8 hann hef3i
haft miki® a8 gera undanfarna daga og hef31 enn, og ték
e{8an ad seg)a mér, &n pees a3 ég spyrdi, frd samningaum-
leitunum um varnarbandaleg Danmerkur, Noregs og Svibh)&3ar,
Hann taldl, a8 samningaumleitanirnar hefdu leitt til Dess,
ad sjénarmid hinna priggja rfkja hefdu ndlgast. ASalskoSunar-
manurinn nd veri ed, ad Nordmenn vildu ekki ganga £ betta
varnarbandalag nema pv{ aSeins, a3 tryggt vari ad vestur-
veldin, b.e, Bandarikin, létu peim { té vopn, veltti beim
alstod { stri31l og bar ad aukl g=fu elnskonar garant {ur
um hjdlp peim til handa, ef & b4 yrdi rd8ist., sviar teldu
porf £ vopnum frd Bandarfkjunum og hefdu ekki £ méti a3
bi3ja um pau, en teldu fstzdulaust aj bidJa um bau fyrr en
bandalagid veri komi3 £ laggirnar, en vari £ méti bvi a3
biS)a um nokkurar garantfur, enda mundau Bandarfkin - hva3

sem %llum fyrirfram samningum 1151 - koma Nordurl®tndunum

til hjdlpar, ef 4 pau yrdi rd5ist, Danmdrk vildi umfram allt
koma Nordarlanda-bandslagl £ og teldl pad haruﬂvinning, a3
Sviar vilda yfirleitt vera me3 { slfku bandalagl, Hann
sagdl, ad s)énarmil dvnsku stjérnarinnar kzmu fram { grein,
sem { morgun hef31 britst { "Socialdemokraten®,

ASspurfur af mér evaradi hann, a3 ndnast mstti
wegja, ad s)énarmid Adnsku og s@nsku stjérnarinnar nd veri
hin sdau,

Hann sagdl, ad verid geti, ad fleiri fundir yriu
haldnir um m€113 heldur en Oslo-fundurinn, Danir teldu
elfkt nytsamlegt og f1ildu umfram allt koma f veg fyrir, a3
upp @r slitna®i. Hann 8agdl, ad £ pessum fundum hef31 ekki

verid rett um afstodu til Noraur-Atlantshafabandalsgllnc, en
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audvitad hef&i hver atJérn fyrir sig hugsal pald mdl, Nord-
menn mundu ganga £ bandalagid, ef upp dr 8litnadi, Sviar
Areidanlega skki, Danir vary édkvefinir, en s )f1fur sagSist
hann gera rd3 fyrir, a8 hann myndl ekki mela me’ inngéngu

{ bandalagid og harsi p6 & pvi fmea fyrirvara, sagdi skodana-
mun milli d®nska st Jérnmdlafl okkanna um betta, Hsgri og
vinstri flokkarnir hafa nokkurn veginn sdmu afstddu og Nord-
menn, en mJog margir varu peirrar ekoSunar, a® panir atta
ekkl al taka pdtt { bandalagl beseu, Auk pess mgd1l hann ddnaku
stjérnina ekki vita nég um, hva® 1 NorSur-Atlantshafs-sdtt-
uflanum mundi felast, en taldy augljést, ad ef byrja mtti

4 fundum um hval gera »ttl einhverju riki ti11 hjﬁlplr eftir
a% & pad vari rddist, P4 mundi pad versa or seint fyrir Dan-
mdrku, pv{ ad pd mundi vera biis a5 taka hana, g sag®y,

a8 Iesland hvorkl vildi né g2tl haft dhrif £ hvad hin NorSur-
1®%ndin gerdu, en vi3 hefdun €huga fyrir, al ef samningar

um NorSurlandabandalagld fari 8t um pdfur, og ef Noregur

0g Danmdrk hafu pd vidreSur um pdtttdku ¢ Nordur-Atlantshafg-
bandalaginu, a3 hafa samrdd vi bau, enda teldi fsland sig
enn of 1{tid vita um per rddagerdir til a3 geta tekild afatdiu
il peirra, Rasmussen spurdl a¥ visu, hver afstalda {slenzku
stjérnarinnar mundi verda, og hlustedi £ ummely nin um, a8
vid vildum hafa samrdd via b4 hina £ pessu tilfelll, en ekki
virtist mér hann leggja mikis upp dr pvi, en ég sagdy, an
audvitad fari afsta’a {slenzku stjérnarinnar a¥% lokum eftir
bvf, hvada gkyldur fsland yril a¥ taka £ 81g, ef pad gengi ¢
lordnrmltlnntlharsbandalngia, og hvert auki® ;ryggl bad fengi,

Rasmussen eagdi, adspurdur af mér, a% ekki vari hagt a3 segla,
a8 Bandarfkin hefdu reynt ad beita nokkurri pressu 4 Dan-
mdrka um pLtttoku ¢ Norﬁur—Atlantshnrabandalaginu, aleins
hef31 sendiherrann sagt, ad beir getu pbd ekki bdilst viy vopnum,
&d minsta koatl ekki ¢ fyrastu, en {r bvi wvildi Rasmugsen 11t
gera, bv{ ad badi pyrfti Danmork 1ftis af vopnum 4 bandar{igikan
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melikvarda, o; Danir mundu hvort ef ekki fd vopn bpadan fyratu
2 drin, P4 taldl Reasmussen vera nd heldur friSvanlegra en
&3ur £ alp)édamdlum, KExki 8ag31 hann ad Rdssar hefdu neynt
a8 hafa nein dhrif & pd, heldur adeins hefsi pafian heyrst
almennur propaganda,

Auk bpeesa mdls drdpum vid { samtalinu aSeins &
Grenlandsmd1i® og eky¥r3l ég nefndarskipunina { pvi, Auk
bess kvartadl ég yrfir afstd3u Dana { Parfs til togarakaupa
okkar { Englandi, Rasmussen kannadist vi2 pbal, hélt a8
begar veri bALY ad kippa bvl £ lag, en lofaly a8 athuga bad,

?;ltudaglnn 28, Jandar 1949 k1, 91 f.h, dtti ég
tal vi3 hr, Halvard Lange, utanrfkisrdSherra NorSmanna, &£
skrifstofu hans { Oslo, samkvemt beiSni minnil, Lange 4dtti
m)8g annrikt, £ttl eftir stutta stund aX fara € fund med
uiBst)érn flokke efns,

Lange sagdl mér, ad hanjbygglet vis, a¥ ekki yris
sankomulag um skandinaviekt varnarbandalag nema pv{ aSeins, |
a8 Bandarf{k jast)érn hersi breytt um afstd%u frd pvl sem veris
her81, en { morgunbledunum pennan dag vari ekfrt frd, a3

hugsanlegt veri ad Bandarfkin mundu 1dta 81kt skandinaviskt
varnarbandalag f€ vopn, ef pad yrdi myndal,

Hr, Lange sagli, ad petta kemi algjdrlega { bdga viX
ber fregnir, sem hann hefdi haft afSast frd sendiherra Banda-
rikganna { Oslo daginn d3ur, N& hef®y hann 14t1% spyrja
am betta € nf og ef engin breyting yr3i, teldi hann litlar
gem engar lfkur, a¥ dr skandinaviska barnarbandalaginu ypeay,
P4 byrftu Nordmenn eftir viku efa hdlafan mdnud ad segja
til um, hvort bpeir vildu taka pdtt ¢ samningunum um stofnun
NorSur-Atlantshafebandalags. Taldi hann allar lfkur ti],

A% avo yr&i, en pé mundi pad nokkud fare eftir bvi, hva3 ¢
bessum samningum felist, T.d. mundu NorSmenn ekki sambykk ja
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a8 hafa herstdsvar £ landi pelrra £ friSartfmum, Hitt teldu
belr mjdg miklu mAll ekipta, a3 £3ur en til &éfriSar kami,
varl bdls a8 gera rd8 fyrir, hvernig adesto® Vesturveldanna
yrdi hdttad, sSkildist mér ad eynjun Svia £ pve, a¥ elfkar
rdSagersar atti sér stad, verl ein hdfud £stmBan fyrir bvi,
ad ekk) myndl samkomulag verda, |

Eins haf3i rddherrann daginn £%ur haldis r=3u
un mf1i8 £ norska Stérpinginu og vékum vi¥ ad henni, Sagdy
rddherrann ad par keami skodun sfn og etjérnarinnar fram,

P sagdl rdSherrann, ad nekkur skoSanamunur vari

innan norska verkamannaflokkeins um afst3funa til NorSur-

Atlamshafsbandalags, og getl ed skolanemunur or3i8 et )érninni

mjog ordugur., AS visu veri vita®, ad yfirgnefandl meiri hluti
bings vari med NorSur-Atlantshafsbandalagi, en peesl skodana-
munur innan st)érnar flokksins g=ti ef til vill kosted hann
meirihluta afstddu vi3 koeningar, |

Hann sag®l og, a3 hugsanlegt veri, a® Rdssar ré3ust
& Noreg £ timebilinu fré pvi a¥ Nordmenn segBust vera reilu-
bdnir til samninga um pessi efnl og bangal® til a3 Bandalagl3
varl komi3 £, og pyrftu Nordmenn a3 tryggja 8ig eftir fdngum
og fd adstol ef t1l slfks kemi, Framh J€ pessum mdguleika vari
ekki alveg hatt }6 1ita,

Eg saglL rddherranum, a8 {slenzka 8t jérnin hvorki
vildi né geti hart nokkur &hrif € norsku et Jérnina um hverja
dkvordun hdn taki, en ef Nordmenn hef3u f athuagun pdtttdku
{ NorSur-Atlantshafsbandalagl hefsi f{aslenzka 8tjérnin dhuga
fyrir a8 fylglast meS pv{ og hafa samvinnu vi% norsku 6t )érn-
ina ef till kmml, Vari hugsanlegt, ad séretakir menn kami
til Noregs til vi3rm3na um bald efni,

Lange ték pvi vel en ekkl virtist mér hann legg ja
mlki3 upp dr pvi, Eg tJ)451 rdSherranum, e afetala Islands

verli ed, ald vid hef3um litla gsem enga herpekkingu; okkur veri

ekkl til hlfter 1)6st, hver hernaSarpfSing lande okkar vari \

né hvad gera pyrfti til varnar landinu og g=8l pvf farid svo |
. »
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ad vi8 Gskulum eftir sérstdka samrddi viX NorSmenn um pal
atrildy,

Lange Jétadl pv{ einnig en sagli, a8 NorJmenn hef3u
enn ekkl fhugal tll neinnar hlftar { hverju alistoll af hflfu
Vesturveldanna beim til handa mttl ad vera rélgin, Athugun
4 slfku mundi einmitt hefjaat eftir ad dr pvf verl skorid,
hvort skandinaviska vernarbandalagid kemist £ ela ekki.

g hafdi 14348 uppl vid fulltrda utanrikisrdSuneyt-
teine, sem ték & métl mér £ flugvellinum, a3 ég gatd ekkl
sagt um hversu lengl €; yrdl { Noregl fyrr en ég hef 1 talad
vi8 utanrfklerddherre bange, Bg getl pessvegna ekkl svaral
pvi, hvort &g getl hegld bol daginn eftir um hédegisbhol h)4
Noregekonungl.

Lange 16t uppi al fyrra brafigl von um, a8 ég gati
tek1d pdtt £ pessum hAdegleverSi en nefndl ekkl ad ®8ra leyt),
a8 &g dveldy lengur { Oelo, heldur eagd¥l berum ordum, al
hann hefSi hreyft bvi og Sekall eftir, al ég mttl kost 4 al
sit)a £ fundunum um hi¥ skandinaviska varnarbandalag, en
gvfar hefSu neltal pvi, vegna pess a¥ beir hefdu talll, ad
glfkt mundi leida i1l of mikilla umradna um NorSur-Atlantshafs
bandalag,

Bg eagdl Lange pessvegna, aX ég mundi hverfa frd
Noregl strax dagion eftir, en hann sagli, al vi3 mundum hittas
um kvoldis £ bo¥l h)€ sér og mundum vi3 bHp{ geta rett ndnar um
pesel efnl, Ekki vard pad pé, pvi a¥ { boSinu veik Lange
ekkl elnu ordl aJ pesesum efnum, enda virtist hann b€ mrnar
dhyggjur hafa oy eat fmlet 4 tall vid Undén, Rasmussen ela
foryztumenn floike efns, Vard ég pess mjdg var { samkvaemi
pessu, a¥ Nordmenn, sumir a8 minsta kosti, hd3frdu pungar d-
hygg Jur un, hvernig horf3i { pessu efnl og a®,einkum Danir,
18gdu rfka dherzlu £, a¥ ekkl slitnali upp dr., Nordmenn,
a.,m.k, Lange, tdldu pfdingarlaust, efti¥ pvi sem hann harii es

mér um morguninn, ad halda lengur £fram bpessum viSrmdus, OF
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8ag31 hann Svi{a hafa gomu sko3un, RéZL ég pad og af ummmlum

8via Eins, er ég pekktl fré fyrri t18 og hitti parna um kv®ld-

13, &3 hann taldil dkaflega Sliklegt, ad nokkur nidursteZa

yr31 bessa fundur Bnnur en 8d, ad elfita samningavireSum,
Forset 8térpingsineg, Natvig-Patersen, kom a3 m41i

vi8 mig £ bo31i pessu og vékum vi3 medal annars a pessum

efnum, Taldl 8térpingsforsetinn pada hara.vor1§ mikla

vitleysu a8 forma sjénarmiBin svo rakilega, sem gert ha®X{

verid I Kaupmannahdfn nokkrum ddgum 43ur, bv{ a% nd va -

norskt s)énarmi’ og smnskt sj)énarmid og ef hvika =tti frd

hvoru um eig teldl e£ sig 14ta { minni pokann, Einnig wverl

komin inn I m£1i5 persénuleg prestige atrisi o.fl., sem

gerSl pal éparflega erfitt vilfangs., Pad vari ad ®isu svo, al

norskl verkamannaflokkurinn vari nokkud xlofinn um mL145,

en vist varli og ad ef horfid veri frd hind norska s)6énar-

miSl er verid hef5i, b4 mundu borgaraflokkarnir sndast £

méti stjérninni og mikill hluti verkamannaflokksins vera

belm sammdla og mundi pad a3 stltaBgﬁh valda miklum Braug-

leikum, |

Eftir ad samkvemtl pessu lauk hafdi ég ekikl meiri
samgang vi3 norska st jérnndlamenn { for minni,

-

f |
|
|

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarna Benediktssonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjf;\vikur



Laugardaginn 5, febrdar 1949 kom hr, Anderssen-
Ryset, sendlherri NorZmenns, & gkrifstofu forsatis-
rédherra, samkv, beidni sinni, og dtti par tal vid
forsatisrddherra og mig,

Erindi hans var a8 ekyra okkur frd,samkv,
fyrirmslum etjérnar sinnar, ad Lange utanrikisrds-
herra Noregs varl I pann veginn a3 fara til Washing-
ton til a¥ rada bar vid et)érnina um gmis atrisi
{ sambandi vi3 hugsanlega pAtttdku I NorSur-Atlants-

hafsbandalagl og ennfremur um pad, hvort hugsanlegur

AP iy

=
vari #&nn&zfar Bandarik janna vid varnarbandalag
S8kandinavisku landanna,

Vi3 raddum nokkud mA1lid vid sendiherrann I
og tJACum honum a3 ef hr. Lange =tti { pessari
ferd leld um Island 4 annari hvorri leidinni, bé
mundum vid hafa dhuga fyrir a8 hitta hann a& mf1ll;
varum reidubdnir ad fara til “eflavikur til a&
tala bpar v1i3 hann,

Hr . Anderssen-Rysst ték bessu vel en nokkrum
ddgum s{dar Attl hann tal vi3 mig og 4tti ad skila
derstakrl kvedju, en pvi janframt, ad lange mundi

ekkl a3 Bllu forfallalausu koma vi3% 4 Islandi {

beasari for, Vgl4/(3ptfkfs
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bPridjudaginn 8, febrdar 1940 dttli Mr,
Butrick, sendiherra Bandarikjanna, samtal ®i& mig
4 skrifstofu minni samkv, beidni sinni,

Er hann hafdl 1lokid erindinu barst talid ad
Atlantshafeedttmdlanum, 188881 Mr. Butrick ad pad
mél gmti ekki oralgz§§g§r falenzku rikisstjérnina
pegar € daginn kamilaa pau atridi vardandl her-
stodvar og hersetu hér £ landi, sem andstadingar
mdlsing hefdu fart fram £ méti pvi, veri gJBrsam-
lega tilhzfulaus, Kg sagdi, a8 svo kynni ad virdast
rokrétt 83, en hztt veri vid a¥ andds g, sem reynt
hef31 verid ad vek)a gegn m€linu, kynni ad versa pvi

skafsamleg og nd veri { agitationinni lagt mest upp

fram fart.

|
|
|
|
dr hlutleysl, en ekkl pvi, sem £85ur hefdi verid i
i
I pessu sambandi saghi ég vid Mr, Butrick ‘

[
a8 mikilvegt veri ad mfslenzku stjérninni vari ekki i

bodin pAtttaka &n pess ad mdlid hefdi verid frekar
rett vid hana en enn hefll verid gert. Fslist b6
‘ekkl I pessu ad g§ Islenzka stjérnin mundi undir
nokkrum kringumst®z3um taka bdtt I slikum samningi =
pad yrdi ad athugast sj)d€1lfetatt & sinum tima,

Mr, Butrick lofadi a& koma bvi til stjérnar
ginnar ad frekara eamrdd yr31 haft vid okkur um
hvener okkur yr3i boSifi pdtttaka, Hann sagdist
s JAlfur hafa sagt stj}érn sinni ad eftir bpvi sem
hér hef3i komid fram { bladaskrifum og opinberum
rafum, mettl ®#tll ad Lslenzk st )érnvdld tzkju mdla-

leitun um pAtttoku lfklega,
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. G831 vinup,

 leg® hef3u hatt fisksbluna mes hEndum, heim ti1 efn og veitti peim

4
.Fp:- . -

Reykjavik, 5, jandar 1949,

5 £g bakka bér allt gamalt og gott oz bske hér oz 1'1:11-
'8kylda pinni sllra heilla £ hinu nfbyr jalia £ri, g

' : Ketalan til a¥ ég skrife nd er 8t og fremet sd, a¥ -
fyrir nokkru hitti ég Mr, Butrick BandarfkJasendlherra { samkvemi,
08 8aghi hann mér b€, e¥ hann hefUi nflege fongllf bréf £of |
NcKesson, adstolarmanni sfnum, sem nd er 2% vinna af Marshall- |
datlunaradlun vestur bar, Butrick var fnzgiur med skfrsluna .
AT veru McKessone fyrir vestan og taldl a® hann mundl geta gefid |
- bar fmsar okkur gagnleger usplfsingar, -

: I fremhaldl af bvi saghil sendiherrann 8vo, =% hann he’*i
 or3L0 pess var ad nokkurrar pyikja fatti hj4 ECS monnum I Wash
ton { okkar gerd dt arf fisksolunni heust., Hélda beir ad peir
hafl verid fengnir t1l a? keupa fiskinn hurrs verii en vert hefdi
verill, og tmki bessvegna ®8rum rédSagerfun okkepr nfne verr en Alur,
MeBal ennara vara beir fernir ad tale uz, a¥ Islendinger
fiedri hjélpd menn heldur en nokkur Bnmar bJ68 og fleira bvi am
11kt, fg sagdl begar { stad, af sudvigald verl ekki hagt ad :
bera hetta saman har sem hJ.endm?r vera svo fA4r { gelpistéru
landi og hér veri enn flest af bri bgert, sem alrar pJ65ir hefiu
~haft um langsn aldar, Hr,Betrick sagll, af allt betta ety
elmitt a3 skfre fyrir ECA mOnnunum { Washington og spuardi broa-
andi, hvort ekki vari dgstt ef Thor sendlherra b;gt nokkram
bessara manns, sem med Islande mdl heffu af gera, og b4 einkan-

bar vel, Nefndi hann par elnkum Fitz-Gerald(?) og einhvera annan,
sem &g kanna®ist ekki vi¥ mafnid d, 8vo var a¥ skilje £ sendi- \
herranum, ad hann teldl ad gestrisni yikor hléna og elskulegt vid-
wét vaeri Sruggasts leiSin til a2 eyda beim misskilningi, sem né
virtist upp kominn, Pesgsari hugnyhd, sem mér 1{st l?tiop £, i
Xem g hér mel dleidls t1l bin, °f treysti bér til af gera pitt |
bezta $1l a¥ kouws £ veg fyrir ad beseu ver3i nokkar vendprssi,

. Pal er vitad mdl, a8 Englendingar hafa veltt Bapdarfk ja-
monnum harfar £tolar ryguf' bessl falkkaup og hpeyfsa ECA menn :
.. pvi vi3 Hane Andersen, 'p:‘gar Bann var vestra 4 4 um, a¥ rédlegt
. Wwarl &5 Ielendingar lakkul eJ41fir verdis g63f0slege og fengl ‘,

f» !

Herra senciherra
Thor Thors,
Sendirdd Islands,

Yashington.
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mismaninn { einhverju gjafarformi. Barst petta sffan I tal vid
¥r. Batrick hér, begar eftir heinmkomu Hans_Anderseng, oz sagii ég
Mr. Butrick begnr { stal, al petia m}.__énugnlc?. vegna bees, ad
hve mikid hefdl veri® gert dr dessari sdclu hér 4 sinum tims og
hversu mikil dhrif hén hef3i haft { sambandii vi® £11t manna og
afstd3u hér til Merehalls-fstlunarinncr, LEt hann sér bal
fyllilega ekiljeat og er sulvited £ pal al 1ita, 2l pé &l verd
pad, sem pd nd0ir, hafl verid hdts, og harra en menn rfram
vonuBust til e’a gdtu bdist vid I ﬁndnrikjamm. er pad ekki

‘harra en hid idddnnks dbyrgdarver’, sém meginhlutl fiskjarins

hsrnr verid seldur £, og hefir tiltolulega 1L{ti3 lfei fylgt med
L beim keupum, a.m .k, { frankvemd, vegne aflaleysis.

En hva® sem um pa¥ er, bd virdast £tolur endin
samfara bpvi, ol bér gafst aujvited ekkl fari 4 al méli
vid Sandarisjamenn ofen { ‘;gqlm, par sem dvol bIn { Weshing-
ton verd svo stubtt, hafa orcid til pess al einhver broddur

. er eftir { hegum belrrs, droicdur, sem uafram allt verdur af

eyla, Velt ég ad pd tekur ekki petta sem nelne gagnrini &

:‘_Itt_. gidrdom, v ad €11t okkar £ fremmistdiu pinni war bvert

& métl bad, a® han herdl veri® prfSileg, heldur einmungls, ad

ég tel skyldu mina a% skfre frf ¥¥l sem fyrir min eyra hefur borizt
1 vessum efaun og »rid nlgml.egt"' # \ -

| Peesu ndckylt er B bas sem Hans Anderson vard gloge-

‘hﬂnn‘ vi3 £ ferfalagl sfnu, a3 ECA menn f Washington vora
®ri’

fdkunnandi um f{slenzk mdl, undruduast hvad Islendingar

&aﬂn e’ gera vid allan sinn flek og fleirs hvi 1ikt, belr

“u ekki skilning €, &% eflilegt vari al Ielendinger hefSa
rgangeaBetdlu um fiskframlel®slu og solu sbkun allrar al-

‘stobu sinner, Pad er pvi ¥afelaust mikl® woplfsingmstarfe, sem

vinpa barf { Washington vart pessum monnum,

W ¢ Ef 11 vill ctﬂ.ﬂur 1 elnhverju ssubandi vi¥ allt
petta bad, sem amerfski sendiherrann skyr#i Pérhalll Asgelrssyni
frf fyrir nokkrum dogum, ad henn hafi fengld tilkynningu frd

- BCA f Weshington pess efnis, ad ECA mundi ekki geta veitt neinm

a3stof 1 sambandi vid byggingu afrra togara nems af fengnum
meSmsla CEEC 1 Parfs, Tilefni beirra upplfeings man vera hall,

a8 sendiherrann haf3i skrifal ECA { Washington og Baris pe

fréttist hvernlg undirtektir voru am togar-dbyggar rikisst)
arinnar hjd OEXg, og undirstrikad gagnvart ECA HfJingu togara-
bygginganna fyrir Island, I peseu hofSum vi5 sem sagt vanst
eindregine studnings SRORR., sopanne, enda mundi pétttaka okkar
{ Maremll-rddagersinnl 4 4 elg %3lavert ennan svip - og ekikl

————————

1fklegsn til vinsmlds £ fslandi - ef hén a2ttl ad verla til bess, ..

3 okkur yril meina’® ad kome fram ré3agerSunum um togera in;
; “Iud{f evo sem Farfgnefadin lag®i t1l og bér mun fullkusnagt
am,

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarna Benediktssonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur



Pelr kynna miklu detur ekil £ ollum hessum nd

 erfnir dsuileldir €, en viY enn h¥fum ekkl treyst okkur til al

‘bandarfksa £ dag, EKomadnlstar hafa begar hafi¥ tryllta mmhi

- 3 -

hafz menn hér einnig or315 fyrir vonbriglum dt af
bvL, af ekki Lefur enm veri® gefinn koatur £ "grant®, en tilkynnt
a8 vi® attum adeins a8 £ 1dn. 81fkt er okkur med alla auivital

Sfulln=gjandi og verda fyrirsjdanleg vandradl 4 nastu ménudum
ef bessu fa@et ekkl breytt. :

‘ I veeturfor einni hitt Hans Andersen Benjamin Eifkle-
son al adll, ela a,m.k, ftta helr rekilest -mwui ssaan
BAESL Benjamfn iirfkason sufs)danlegn verd3 vel isn I afstdda
ECA manna t1l okkar og hugmynd Deirra um a® sendn eéy
nefnd hinged ti)l rennsdknar 4 efnahag landsmanna, Harsi Ja—
ain talad am, &% mixlu pdBlegra vari al sends fulltrds frd
Albj6%a gialdeyrisstofnuninni, belrri sem hann vinnar wviX,

, lum en KGA menn
og petta mundi 1{ta mun betur &t { aggum -g:mdﬁga'.. - Tap
Andersen fyrir pein dhrfium, a8 Benjamin Elffksson vildi -
gJarnan g)difur vers vi® slfika rannsékn rifinn og bd sennilege 1
sem skrifarl slfikrer nefndar, sem hingn? yr3i send upp til "
rannséknar og rfiglafa,

m-ﬂ:g mp" e & ml‘&‘:u ::.h:. islekkun, en
Benjan{n gerdi 1 svo m peim; meira tala¥ um
all ef il vill i elahver mynd tvdfalds komi® t
ina ela el rlar afrar rddastafe. ; einks - bal, sem
ersen h)d I, = hann tala’l am ad vtm-tth‘prw
lina & hinwe miklu hdftum, eem hér eru nd orfin 4 ollua f .
kvandus, Harl pette ng% rétt skilid w)d Andeveet er pad
vissulegs mikilsvert, el g«ti ordid, en nd spyr #g big, hvort
gatir ndner komlst eftir un Binjemine -nrnp |
pessu efnu, Ejist er a¥ bald mundi mjog fs=lla emman vi¥ flokke-
hagsnunl okker og helldardtsfn ef hagt vari & rd3a frem dr
pein vanda, sem vi® eram nd L, med haftelinun { stall helrre sifells
agknu bv ne sem menn hafa 1At15 lelde elg til og allir era

hreinsa okkur af,

Loks er pd ‘!ofanv-athltmfcmmia; | ‘g fékk skeysi
€ ger frd pér um bad o bifst vid vitneskju frd sendlherranum '

og svo eem gete mdttl nerri fengl’ nokkad af bjdlfum med sér.
Y18 erum ef t1l vill ekki néga hardir { Rramgdngu, en bad kemur
fyret o fremat af bvi, a® £ medan vid vitum svo '1{t1% am hvad
er a3 rala ir okkur nokkul erfitt aZ take ubp deins oplnbers
sbkn fyrir mdlinu, Pad verfur sulsjdanlege torsétt enda audvitad
erfitt vi? pald al eiga en vid vitum mel vissa, hvala

vi? getum fengl® og hvort til bess er atlmet af okkur, sem
teljunm okkur frrukvamanlegt. -

g 4 ¥ — - y~. X
v 5 -
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6/1. 1949, A% ferginnl Lelmsfkn og orfsendingu finnst mér Leteda 11
a3 beta bessu vi®, sem hugleildingum, en ekkl vegna neinna algerds af
binci hflfu,

tel ekkl ifklegt al { stjérninni vilji neinir 1fta svara m{b-‘\ '
. Dessari wznngu. a.m.k, aJ svo stdddu, Hitt hygg ég ad menn verii
Gaan e @ la um, ad of vidurhlata miki’ =6 a¥ svars Jétandi dn Dess
a8 hafe kynnt sér betur hvala ®rygzl og hvala kvedir séu hessum réda-
gerSum samfare okkur $11 handa, OrSsendingin erd visu &fkve’inm, en
skilet b6 a3 ekki 26 Nagtiad j4td henni nema hvi d¥eins, ad menn tel)l
15 elnaxstt| 4 pessum grundvelll sé m4113 freankvemenlegt, Um pad getum vid ! |
ekkl fyrr en betur kemur fram, hver okkar hlutur elgl a¥ werda.
Er hugsanlegt ad { bhessa felist skylda til -hamﬂlnglr af okkar hflfu, '_
eda verdum vi3 skyldir til a® pola her snnarra hér & frifert{muml '
Bvorugt sfalst burfa ali vera eftir bv{ sem fyrir liggur, en bd vaknar |
ingin, { hverja sukns drygel okkur til handa sé rélgi® med :
slfkun samningl! Helst efailst bpal vera { sembandi vi’ rfstofun £ ﬂ.u&
v8llum ela flugvelll, em hveraigz yrii henni fyrirkomilil '

{ .;:-“1 CEf 11 will hefa pessi atrily tlia. ekki \-rerm fhagu? til
tar af hagsanlegum vid endum okkar en vid verdum a3 vita skil £
: 43ur en okkur er fart &5 gera nokkra ckuldbindinga grgnvart 83rum, 4

PAGL skolun er sd, ad 1 vinning r varl a3 gera samningina =

ﬁ‘t ekk1’ Biki5 auki® 3ryggl 4 papolrnum, en ekki er vist a3 peir |

_ sem hér eru Skunnir sSstadum skiljl ba¥ til hiftsr. En hett er vis a8

| hér séu rvo margir sem ekkl getl hagsed sér neina herstod 4 repfart m ad |

! egt verdi al koms neinu frem ef slfkt € & vera félgil { semningnim,
. EEK1 er heldur vafl £ al margir wmefali almennings eru hreddir vi® her-

~ skylda nokkal sen henndl 1fkist, Per p€ &5 vandiaet mélid ef hv

. mA gers, Suair, sem betur attu o3 vi a, sbr, Hermann Jénssson £ 4 A=

T sinni, eru einnig farnlr a® predike ad hér sé 1{til eds engin

 hatta og { vbrnunuam 11til e%s engin trygsing, Menn geta haft sina
‘skolanir 4 hver helllndi eru € bak vi¥ slfken mfdlfutning, pegar slfku f
er haldld fram af formsnni meststereta stjérmmflaflokkeins, Sgnir _ '
Pad hverir drdugleikar eru £,

Joa : .

”" Eg tel »é a3 ekkert af becsa megl verSe til pess ad gefist

6 upp vid ad kome.fram bvi, sem dreilanlega er man®synlegt ef hJ&H okkar

a® hafa nokkurt oryggi °§ ekkl verfa ofurseld ey®ileggingu og tortiming,

Allt petta eannar mér ad 4dar en vid tdkam 4 okkur moxkra skuldbdldningu eda
_ t opinberir adilar o8 umr#lum purfa frexari samrsdur &8 e sér .

etal bak vi3 tjoldin, Einnig er alveg vist, ad afstada Dana qtﬁrm,am

manl rf0e hér mjog mikla og veriar dreilanlegn 6ska’ eftir pvi af okkiy

al v13 elgum dess kost &l kynnsst peirra skodunum; “

Y

P4 varpsSir fram { semtaling hugmynd pm hvernig vari a’
koma vid f ekerl athugun og samradum bek vid tjoldin oz mun & viesuless .
fhuge bd ti1ldgu til hlftar, (Vegua-hiane skynsameri menng/er Bugl)éos, a8
vi® megum ekki, brédtt fyrir mofbldetur, 1fta hrek)s okkar af » edd
2% mikilsvert er 28 almemningl hefir veri? uﬁ?amﬁ til um atalreyndiy

pessu mfll, t.d. { dramétagrein Clafe og raBG‘L efdns, greln eftir E;r;.\njt
@Gullaugsson, nokkrum greinum f.Timanum o.s,frv. Ekki tJdir ad fara harSar

eda lengra en hazgt er og sem oruggt er -3 menn fdist négu margir til ad

fylkja sér um, -
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> 1949
Midvikudaginn 5. Janda:ﬁkom sendiherra Bandarik janna,

Mr, Butrick, € skrifstofu minsa samkvemt beidni sinni.

Erindi hans var a8 afhenda mér minnisblad med frd-
a;gn um NorSur-Atlantshafsbandalagid. Er ég hafdi lesid
frdsdgnina sagdl ég, a’ afstada Tslepdinga til mdls bessa
mundl vera komin undir ndnari vitneksju vardandil nokkur
atridi og dyttl mér pd fyrst I hug, 4n bess ad vilja
segja nokkud um m€115 4 bessu stigl, hvort @tlunin vmrit
ad Tslendingar hervaddust sJAlfir og skuldbindi sig til
bess og einnig, hvort A¥ hér =ttl ad dvelj)a her d fridar-
t{mum,

Sendiherrann sagdist ekkert vita frekar en f ord-
sendingunni ste8i en sér sfyndist hvorugt af bessu pyrfti
ad felast { samningnum eins og fréd honum vaeri sagt. ASal-
atridid veri flugvollurinn og g®tl ymsar lausnir € hvi
mdll komid til greina, elns og t,d. ad Islendingar t=kju
al gér ad gzta hans til brdJabirgda en fengl adstod til
bess annarsstafar frd fjdrhagslega, Raddum vid sfSan um

petta nokkud fram og aftur &n bess ad & bvi vari ad grada,

N
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American Legation
ReykJjavik, Iceland
STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL. January 5, 1949,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE IRFORMATION OF THE
PRIME MINISTER AND THE FOREIGN MINISTER.

Thie 1nformation 18 considered of the highest
confidential classificatlon.

General information concernling exploratory talks |
looking toward North Atlantic Treaty was given Foreign
Minister December 7. During past three weeks renewed
exploratory talks have resulted in steady progreegs to-
ward concrete proposals for such treaty. In these talks
it was recommended and recommendatlion 18 now being
coneildered by seven governments now represented in
talke that Iceland, Denmark, Norway, Ifeland and
Portugal be sounded out as to their willingness to
consider particlpating as original eignatories of
treaty and if they were prepared in principle to do
thie they be invited to particlpate in definitive
drafting of ite terms. US representatives accepted
responelbllity for extending such invitiations st
appropriate time aend for keeping governments to be
invited generally informed in meantime.

Treaty envisaged would be within framework of
UN Charter., It would be designed to fortify and pre-
serve common western heritage of signatories and to
increasse security of North Atlantic area. It is hoped
that treaty would serve this purpose by

l. Making war less likely trhough confronting
any possible aggressor with evidence of collective
determination to resist attack on any part.

2. Providing for continuous and effective self-

help and mutual aid in order better to assure security of
area,

3. Providing for consultation on the requests
of any party in event of threat to or breach of peace. '

L. Providing that in event of armed attack on
any party within area all parties would take guch action

a8 might be necessary to restore and assure gecurity of
area and

5. Providing for consultative machinery both :
Political and military and in wich each party would be
repreeented to facilitate ite implementation.

There would thus be definite obligation to con- f
tribute toward collective defense of area both before i
and after armed attack had occurred by provision of |
aeslstance 1in keeping with resources and geographic l

\
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL Page 2.

location of each party. Thie would not necegsarily
involve in every case a declaration of war in event

of armed attack on another party and in deed treaty

would not provide that any country autometicelly de-

clare war in such contingency. 1In democratic countries
declaration of war is of course parliamentary prerogative.
Moreover in some ceses it might be more advantageous to
Becurlty of area as a whole if certain countries did

not become involved in war unlegs directly attaecked,

It 18 hoped definitive drafting of the treaty
can be undertakne soon enoiigh to permlt ite final
concluglon early in February. We ehould be glad to
recelve orally and informally any vies which Icelsndic
Government may wish to express concerning form and timing
of offlcial approasch concerning this matter. Similar
approaches will shortly be made to each of the govern-
menst named above. Relationship of Italy to proposed
pact 18 mtill being studied and that government is
accordingly not being approached at this time. No
corresponding approach to Swedish Government ie contem-
pPlated. B8hould that government however désire become
party to such treaty its participation would undoubtedly
be welcome.

0
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LEGATION OF ICELAND
WASHINGTON 6. D.C.

Gy v

Many thanks for your informative letter of January
5th, which I received yesterday.

13th January, 1949,

As regards the Atlantic Security Treaty, I refer
to a long letter that I wrote you yesterday officially about
the matter, It explains the attitude of the Scandinavian
countries and I should not be surprised that the result of
the coming conferences between the three Scandinavian countries
will be that Norway and Denmark become parties to the Atlantic
Treaty but Sweden remains alone and aloof. Norway 1s the keen-
est to Join the Atlantic group but Denmark does not dare to
risk the loss of goodwlll in the United States and Britain,
which would ensue if she remains outside after Norway has
Joined the group.

Most of your remarks have been replied to in my letter
of yesterday. Therein I suggested that you send me some
specific questions to take up with the State Department. I had
thought this might be a considerable preliminary step. However,
you remember in our conversation of the 6th of January, I sug-
gested the possibility of sending an important delegation to
the Fisheries Conference, which is to convene here on the 26th
of January. This delegation would officially be attending the
Fisherlies Conference but its real purpose would be to sound
the ground about the Atlantic pact.

I had in mind a delegation of leading politicians,
such as you have been sending to the United Nations General
Assemblies, It would be politically most convenient if a man
like Hermann could be on such an expedition and be involved
and made responsible from the beginning,

I now see from the telegram received this morning
that you have replied to the American Minister in Iceland that
you want more concrete information and that it would be advan-
tageous 1f matters "could be clarified in unofficial exploratory
talke between the Government of Iceland and representative or
representatives of the Governments who for consliderable period
of time have been working on this proposall,
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I spoke to Hulley, who had received thls message
from Butrick., I asked Hulley if there were further explana-
tions from Butrick and he sald that Butrick suggested that
these consultations could take place either in Reykjavik or
in Washington. I told Hulley frankly what I had suggested to
you in connection with the Fisheries Conference and he thought
that 1t was a good 1dea and wanted to talk with Mr. Hickerson
about it, However, I asked him to wait until the beginning of
next week because I was writing you a letter of explanation,

I would therefore appreciate that you call me on the telephone
as soon as possible after receipt of this letter and inform me
of your decision if you are sending a delegation here or not,

I could, of course, first place specific questions
before the State Department here, as suggested in my letter of
Yesterday, and the Delegation could eventually come later or
even might not have to come. However, I am inclined to think
1t very important that Hermann be induced to come, which I think
he would be inclined to do, provided Olafur comes and some of
the leaders of the Soclal Democrats. This delegation would not
have to stay here long. They would take firm proposals home
with them, you could then decide quickly and the nation would
be faced with a resolution of its three leading political
parties.

Personally, I think you are all too nervous about
military service and foreign troops in peacetime, Neither of
these wlll be asked. I think that the Icelandic nation is
intelligent enough to understand that in case of war neutrality
does not exist, Modern warfare acknowledges no such i1deals,
Therefore, in times of peace we have to think clearly and make
our preparations to be defended in the most secure way if it
comes to war,

Frozen fish: I have wrltten a letter to the Ministry
explaining everything in connection with the sale of the frozen
fish., I think Mr, Butrick 1s over-nervous about the resentment
of some of the ECA men after they found out that they had paid
what they consider too high a price for the frozen fish. The
offer had, however, been before them for many months and Dr.
Fitzgerald finally took 24 hours to think it over if he wanted
to accept my price or not.

I do know that other Government agencies have criti-
clzed Dr, Fitzgerald for accepting the price but I have ex-
plained to them all that they were only paying what the Icelandic
Government had pald to the fishermen and what the British, French
and Czechoslovakse had pald to us, I have agreed that maybe at
the time the contract was closed the price was too high but I
have sald to the varlous Government officlals, after my arrival

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarna Benediktssonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavik

!



in Washington, that this was no deal between flshmongers but

1t was assistance by the U,8. Government to the Icelandlo
Government, particularly intended to increase goodwill in

Iceland towards the U.S, Government. Therefore, I warned them

to 1llve up to their obligations and not to spoil what had already
been achieved,

I think, however, 1t is advisable to move cautiously
to have the quantity increased from the 6,700 tons that now are
belng shipped. We should be thankful to get rid of that quantity
for thils over-price,and get the dollars,

I do not think that this deal has any influence on the
attitude of ECA or others about giving us a grant or a loan., The
only person that might regret the fish deal is Dr. Fitzgerald and
I shall show him due courtesy at an appropriate moment and in an
appropriate form,

It 1s other people who decide about the grant or loan
and when I saw Mr., Wayne Taylor on the 22nd of December (the day
of my arrival in Washingtogi, he was most friendly and understand-
ing. T have since learned that it is the OEEC in Parlis that has
found that Iceland is belng given more favorable treatment than
other nations, However, it is still likely that we will get the
grant, at least partly.

Thls morning when I spoke with Mr, Hulley, I also
mentioned this to him and he saild the State Department had recom-
mended at least a partial grant, I am seelng Mr, Wayne Taylor
tomorrow and will plead our case by showing that both Denmark
and Norway have got considerable amounts in grants whereas we
have received nothing so far,

But then I come to another point in your letter.
We are still considered to be so rich. Denmark and Norway they
sald suffered through enemy occupation during the war but Iceland
galned money and the Icelanders are today artifiocially maintaining
too high prices for their products and living on a higher standard
than they can afford. No wonder that Hans Andersen, who seems to
think that he dlscovered America durlng his errand here to
Washington, hears voices mentioning the high standard of 1life in
Iceland. Everybody here in Washington who knows anything about
Iceland knows this fact. And who can seriously protest it? If
anyone tries to, he might be referred to the most sensible New
Year®s article by Mr, Olafur Thors, leader of the largest politi-
cal party in Iceland, where this fact is plainly and courageously
demonstrated, Of course I try to tell people here that we are
poor and have suffered partiocularly through the falling herring
seasons, but I am afrald that the American Legation in Iceland
supplies ECA and the State Department with true information that
does not testify to our poverty,
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As regards the opposition of OEEC to our building 10
more new trawlers, I can only refer you to the report by the
Icelandic Minister in Paris, after the recent meetings of the
Fisheries Committee which took place there. It is the British,
not the Americans, who are opposing our increased fisheries and
it is only natural that they as our leading buyers warn us that
there are some limits to what we can expect to market.

I have on at least three occasions explained to leading
officiale of ECA that we have the fisheries and nothing but the
fisheries to live on. That they must understand and acknowledge
if they want ue to continue to exist, I said this to Mr,
Hoffman in my one and only conversation with him and I also
remember now that I said this to MeNelll in one of my conversa-
tions with him in Paris. I even asked him, "What do you expect
us to do? Do you think we can grow oranges in Iceland?" Mr,
McNelll seemed to understand our attitude but he, as other
British politiclans, naturally had to think of their own fisher-
men and trawler owners, who, of course, are interested 1n in-
creasing their activities, I do not think that there is any
doubt that the American authorities also understand that we
have to continue to produce fish but that does not mean that
no other countries are allowed to enter the picture and to
gatlisfy thelr needs and ambitions in that respect,

. Cn the other hand, the ECA people here have got reports
from the American Legation in Reykjavik about statements by
Stefan Johann and Emil Jénsson, which have given the ECA people
the understanding that we expect that the purchase of the new
trawlers will be financed with ECA funds., This, of course, is

a misunderstanding as ECA funds are not avalilsble according to
the law to finance purchases in sterling in the sterling area,

I am writing a speclial letter about this explaining a conversa-

tion that Magnus V, recently had with a representative of the
Icelandic Pivision in ECA.

I note from your letter that Hans Andersen has talked
over the telephone wlth Benjamin Eiriksson, who is an employee
of the International Monetary Fund, It is no news that the
International Fund, as well as ECA, think that Iceland has to
put its house economically in order, That is what the U.S.
Government has been trying to tell us for the last few years but
we have obstinately rejected and avoided any advice or interference
on thelr part, I shall ¢ontact Benjamin one of the next few days

to hear his ldeas and will then report to you, if I find it worth-
while.
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SENDIRAD ISLANDS

Waghington

Db. sr. 8.A.2.
13. jandar, 1949,

Nr. 33.
Atlantshafs-bandalagid

I framhgldl af bréfi mfnu nr. 29 frd 12, b.m., vil ég
geta bess, ad eg taldl rétt ad hringja f Ambsesador Kauffmann
og sk¥ra honum I trdnadi fré pvf hver veri brddabirgda afstada
rifkisstjérnarinnar til pessa méls, ebr. sfmekeyti hine héa
rdduneytis nr. 4 frd 12. p.m. Ambasssdor Ksuffmann pétti vent
um, ad Ielendingar skyldu l4ta bese getild, ad beilr vildu rddgast
vid etjdérn Norege og Danmerkur um bessi mdi.

Ambassador Kauffmann skyrdl mér samtfmies frd pvy, ad
hann hef8l I dag fengld fyrirmzll fré et)érn sinni um a3 fara
‘a fund Mr. Hickerson og tilkynna, a3 stjdrn Danmerkur pakkadi
fyrir ordSsendinguna frd 3. p.m. En par sem vidSradur =ttu sér
enn etad € milll Nordurlandanna briggla, yr3i endanlegt evar
Danmerkur ad dragast fram a8 e8a yfir 1, febrdar n.k. Mr.
Hickdérson kvad pad eSlilegt ad evo yrdi, en gatAbeaa ald nzetu
daga mundu adllar sdttmdlans flalla ndnar um einstdk atridi hans.
I sembandl vi3 bad, ad bloSin reda nd um bad, hvort Nordurldndin
getl fengld bopn frd BandarfkJunum ef beu standa utan vid Atlants-
hafebandalagid, kvedst Mr., Hickerson telja nJBg 6lfklegt a3 til
pees g=tl komid. En eins og frd er skyrt f f;rra bréfi mfnu, er pald
grundvollur Nordurlanda-bandalagsine, og bad vidurkennt af 51lum
NorBurlondunum premur, ad slfkt bandalag eé p#3ingarlaust nema
vopn fdiet fré Bandarfkjunum. ¥irdist bv{ ekki horfa venlega

um etofnun Nordurlanda-bandalageins eingdngu.

MeS sérstakri virdingu
(sign) Thor Thors

Hr. utanrfkisrddherra
BJlarnl Benedikteron,
Reyk javik,
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~UNITED NATIONS

405 East 42nd St.,
New York 17, M. X,

21 February, 1949,

Sir:

The Traneportation Division offers its
services to your Delegation to the Second part of the
Third Session of the General Assembly which is meet-
ing in New York on April 5, 1949,

At that time, New York hotels will be heavily
booked with four large conventions. Would you be so
kind as to let us know, as soon as possible, what
your requirements willl be, stating types of accomoda-
tion deeired (sultes, doubles, singles), also tenta-
tive dates,

I have the honour to be,
2Ly,
Your obedlient servant,

(8d,) "F.J. Saunders",
Chief, Transportation Division,

Legation of Iceland,
909 16th 8t,,
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Ve suaca . G‘lﬂu&:« Fima
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The military installations in Iceland are vital to the
security of Iceland and of NATO. The importance of these
installations is increasing rather than decreasing. The
maintenance and manning of these installations in a condition
of constant readlness during peace time 1s essential to the
security of the free world in maintaining a deterrent agalnst
war and providing an important link in the early warning system.
If a general war broke out, there would be immediate need for
the installations in a state of readiness, both to defend
Iceland from the enemy and to provide a vital link in the entire
defense position in the North Atlantic. A key factor in this
respect is the difficulty involved in transporting forces,
equlpment and supplies after the outbreak of war, in view of
the expected great demand for transportation at that time,

As a result of Iceland's strategic location, it is clear that

a high priority in enemy planning would be given to the occupa-
tion of Iceland by enemy forces in the event of general warfare,.
If such occupation were successful, the result would not only
be disastrous to the Icelanders themselves but also a serious
blow to NATO, since the territory could be used as a base to

cut vital NATO sea and air communications lines and launch
attacks against NATO nations in Western Europe and North
America,

Since the founding of NATO in 1949, the joint defense
position of the NATO nations, bullt on contributions uniquely
within each natlion's capability, has not only deterred aggression
but has forced the U.S.S.R. to seek means other than general
war to pursue its objectives. The continuation of this defense
cooperation remalns the surest way to avert war in the future.
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LEGATION OF ICELAND
WASHINGTON 6. D.C.

A

lst March, 1949,

The Unlted Natlons Géneral Assembly will, as you
know, reconvene in New York on April 5th, Olafur will have
told you that I wrote him privately and enquired about the
plens for sending delegates to this meeting, Personally, I
do not think ‘It 18 necessary that any delegates come from
Iceland ‘a8 ‘the agenda of this meeting, which 1s just a con-
tinuation 'of "the Paris Assembly, will be limited to a few items.
However, ghould 1t be found necessary or polltically advisable
that a Delegation comes from Iceland to discuss with the State
Department Tceland’s adherence to the Atlantic Pact, this would
be an excellent opportunity of getting the Delegation to the
United Stateés in a not too obvious way. -

I ‘expect 1t will 'be.my share to meet there in contin-
uation of the Paris conference and would appreclate your con-
firmation of that, 'Ne new credentials will be required, Of
course; it would be nice if you could come and attend the Assembly
but I can imagine that the political developments in Iceland do
not allow you to depart, o ‘ el 0"

- £ 790" Regarding the three ltems left on the agenda:

(1)n En%guo-sgain - I have been given to understand that the

‘United Statés and Britaln would not mind that the resolution

- from 1946 be revoked and that normal divlomatic relations be
re=established with Madrid, At present, as you know, there
are only Chargé d’Affaires in Madrid but the Western Powers
are now willing to send Ambassadors and Ministers there, It
geems natural to me that we follow that line and in this con-
nection I should like to know what progress has been made
regarding avvointing an Icelandic Minister to Madrid.

It 18 my understanding that the Western Powers do not favour
Spailn’s admission to the United Nations at this stage, and
in any case it would be vetoed by the Russians should such

a proposal be presented, Our attitude would probably be to
abstain but ae you know such matters develop during discus-
8lons and negotiations behind the gcenes, and 1t 1s often
useless to worry beforehand about what stand to take,

(2) Indians in ‘South Africa - We have in previous sessions taken
such firm stanaa, both by voting and in speeches, that it
would be impoesible for us to change our attitude and there-
fore I find that we must support the Indians, although I
must say I feel a 1little dublous about their case, particu-
larly when thinking of the great class dietinction that pre-
valls in India,
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(3) Italian Colonies - The British have approached me to
- support them in obtaining trusteeship for Cyrenaica,

e to which T understand the B4w Powers have agreed.
Furthermore, there 1s an agreement reached that Ethlopila
should be given access to the sea and I want to support
that, as I think it is mest reasonable considering the
maltreatment Ethiopia has suffered by the Itallans.

In this matter, as in the case of Spaln,; I think we can,
with good conscience, follow the stand of the United States
and Brltain, whereas in the case of the Indians in South
Africa we will hold the opposite view to them.

I expect that this meeting in New York will take
at least one month but being in New York it is always easy to
be in contact with the Legation and should anything important
come up, for instance a conference about the Atlantlic Pact, I
can always go to Washington,

I had a long conference this morning with
Ambassador Kauffmann about the Atlantic Pact. You are, of
course, aware what i1s happening in Denmark, where the Execu-
tive Committee of the Social Democratic Party voted 50 to 1
last Sunday in favour of the Atlantic Pact. This means that
a great parliamentary majority is secured as both the Con-
servatives and Agrarians had,previously expressed themselves
in favour of the Atlantic Pact. /Bothi Kauff n and Morgensetierne
are now expecting 1nstructﬁons to exprees te /the State Department
the desire on behalf of their Governments to be invited to par-
ticipate in drafting the Pact.

It is expected that such an invitaéﬁon ‘will readily
be issued as all the contracting countries are in favour of
including the Scandinavian countries. However, at a meeting
yesterday, Bonnet, the French Ambassador, raised objection in
the way that he suggested Italy should be invited. to Join at
the same time as Norway. 'To this all other countries objected
and 1t 1s not expected that France will create any difficulties.

.?

It was my impression, speaking with Kauffmann,
that the Danes were somewhat annoyad over Norway’s action in
thls matter., The Danes seem greatly to have preferred a
Scandinavian Pact and the Prime Minlster, Hedtoft, was strongly
In favor of that, but they feel that the Norweglans did not
gsupport them wholeheartedly. The Danes and the Swedes seem to
think that a Scandinavian Pact should have been presented to
the United States and Rritain as a falt accompli and in that
case they think that they would have been able to obtain arms
here., They feel that Dr. Lange’s visit to the United States
was premature but now 1t 1s clear to the Danes that they have
to follow Norway or otherwlse be completely and hopelessly
isolated,
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An agreement has now been reached between

‘ Congress and the State Department and it is expected that

- the draft will be made public perhaps sometime next week,
However, the signing will likely not take place before the
end of March, Both the Danes and the Norweglang attach
importance to participating in the drafting ef. the Pact,

but I do not think that this is of any interest to us.
Therefore, we can walt to make our decision, if you in
Iceland consider it politically wise on account of public
opinion, I can, however, imagine that during the_ debate in
the Senate, the question will come up as to what Iceland 1is
doing., Therefore, 1f you are prepared to make your decision,
I see no gain in walting, but this of course you know better
and 1n what way to make the decislon most favorably received
by the people,

As previously written to you, I am hopeful that
our special position will be respected and as we have no
armed forces that we will be allowed to express our condi-
tional adherence to the Pact as outlined in one of my previous
letters, But since I have not mentioned this to anybody, I
am in no position to predict if this would be acceptable to
all contracting countries.

e KeeSjr,
frrin eikoges

PR,
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THE FORELGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

American Legation
Reykjavik, Iceland
March 1, 1949,

Confidential

Dear Mr, Minister:

Early in January you informed me that a prominent
political figure had stated that Germany had no plane for
attacking Iceland during the last war.

Great quantities of German documents eelzed by
the Allies have not been thorougly examined. However, 1in
the documents submitted at the Nurnberg trials published in
Naxl Conagirac* and #Egresaion, there appeare in Volume 1,
Chapter entitled gunching of Wars of Agrfession" a
document which wae found in the files of the German Alr
Force, This 18 a memorandum marked top secret from a
Major von Falkenstein of the General Staff who at that time
was the German Alr Force llalson officer with the Operations
Staff of the Army. The memorandum which Major Falkenetein
characterized as a Mbrief recsume of the military questions
current here" is dated October 29, 1940 and in Paragraph 5
it states: "The Fuehrer is at present occupled with the
question of the occupation of the Atlantic Ielande with a
view ot prosecution of war against America at a later date.
Deliperations on this subject are being embarked upon here."

Sincerely yours

(sign) Richard P. Butrick

The Honorable
BJarnl Benediktsson,
Minister for Foreign Affaire,
Reyk Javik
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TOP SECRET

5 L e T e
March 9, 1949,

MEMORANDUM TO THE MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS:

Thﬁ following wae communicated to Minister Thor Thore on March 8,
1949:

"Certain information concerning the Waehington discussilons
looking toward concluelon of the North Atlantic security arrange-
ment hes been given the Icelandic Government from time to time.
On January 3 we indicated that we should be glad to receive
informally any views which the Icelandic Government might wish
to express concerning the form and timing of an officlal approach
concerning this matter.

"The Norweglan Government has declded to be an orig-
inal elgnatory of the Pact and since March 4 has been par-
ticlipating fully in the disuccsions. The Danish Foreign
Minister 1s arriving in Washington on March 10 with a view
to obtain full information concerning the pact and, we
understand, that Government also contemplates being an or-
lginal eignatory.

"A draft text hae now been agreed by the particlpante
in the Waehington discussione. It is hoped that the eight
pParticipating Government will reach agreement on i1t before
the end of this week and that as soon ae such agreement 1is
reached, the text can be communicated to the Icelandic, Dan-
ish, Portugmese and Italian Governmente, It ie contemplated
that the text will be made public on or about March 15. 1%
le contemplated that about the time the text is made public
1t will be announced that a conference for final consider-
ation and eignature will be held in Washington about April 4,
with the participation of such Foreign Ministere as wish to
attend. The UB Government would be gratified, and 1ie con-
fldent that the other partiéipating Governments would also
be gratified, should the Icelandic Government desire to be
an original signatory. It would, accordingly, welcome at
any time a vielt to Washington from any Icelandic representatives
which that Government might wieh to send to discuss the
treaty, ae the Minieter has previously suggested.

"Ae 1t would be desireable to announce in the near
future, possibly on March 15, which Governmente were being
invited to be original slgnatories, an early indication
would be appreclated ae to whether or not the Icelandic
Government wishes to receive such an invitation. Should
it deelre an invitation, it would of couree be welcome td
pParticlpate 1n any discuselone which may be held here be-
tween the time of such an invitation and signature of the
Treaty."

TOP SECRET
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