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b 363ir pmr,sem ni eru ad ganga I petta nfja bredralag,
eru ad mOrgu leyti élikar hver annari. Sumar beirra eru hinar
mestu og voldugustu f{ heiml - adrar eru smdar og lftils megandi.

Engin er p6é minni né mé sfn minna en b )63 mfin, - fe-
lenzka pJé3in. Islendingar eru vopnlausir og hafa verid vopn-
lausir sfdan 4 ddgum vikinganna, forfedra okkar. Vi3 h¥fum engan
her og getum ekkl haft. Island hefir aldrel farid med hernadi
gegn nokkru landi, og sem vopnlaust land hvorki getum vi3 né
munum segla nokkurri b )83 strfd 4 hendur, svo sem vid lystum yfir,
er vid gerdumst ein af SameinuBu P jé3unum. Stadreynd er, ad vid
getum alls ekkl varid okkur gegn neinnl erlendri vopnadri drés.

Vi3 vorum pessvegna { vafa um, hvort vid gmtum gerzt
adilar bessa varnarbandalags. En svo getur stadid 4, ad Island
hafi drslitabfSingu um oryggl landanna vid NorSur-Atlantshaf.

* sf¥asta strf{51 ték Bretland ad sér varnir Islands og sidan gerd-
um vi3 samning vid st)érn Bandarfkjanna um hervarnir Islands meSan
4 striBinu eté3, A31ld okkar ad NorSur-Atlantshafssamningnum
synir, ad b=81 s)dlfra okkar vegna og annara viljum vi3 svipala
skipan og pd & vOrnum landsins, ef n§ styr)6ld brfzt dt, sem vid
vonum og bidjum ad ekkl verdi.

En pad er ekki adeins pessl dstala, sem hefir rddid
afstddu okkar., Vid viljum einnlig ldta bpal koma alveg 6tvirztt
fram, a8 vid tilheyrum og viljum tilheyra bvi frj)dlsa samfélagl
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frjdlsra pJé3a, sem ni er formlega verid ad stofna. J:(. 'f""’ PR

AD visu er bad rétt, sem eg d0an sagdi, ad T |
1ikir um mergt, en pad er einnig margt sem sameinar okkur traustum
bondun.

' Sama hzttan égnar okkur 8llum. I peim heimi, sem vid
lifum, bar sem fjarlmgdirnar eru horfnar, er &reidanlegt ad annad-
hvort njéta allir fridar eda enginn. SOmu upplausnaroflin eru
hvarvetna ad sinni Bmurlegu 13ju. Allstadar dsaka pau okkur, sem
erum ad vinna fyrir'fr151nn, um ad vid viljum spilla honum.

Pegar samningur bessi var raddur & Alpingl Islendinga
reyndu pe sel Of1 med valdi a3 hindra hina fornhelgu stofnun £
starfi sfnu. B81fkt ofbeldl hefir aldrel fyrr verid reynt gegn
hinu bisund dra gamla Albingl Islendinga.

84 afvegaleiddil hépur, sem pettareyndl, pbttist med k81ll-
um sfnum vera ad heimta frid. Petta framferdi, ad kasta grjéti
med héndunum, en hrépa & frid med vérunum, er hvorki f samrami vi3
arfleifd Islendinga né vestrsna menningu. Allir vitum vid hvar
slfkir h=ttir elga upptdk sfn. Heiminum stafar sannarlega ekki
meiri hztta nd af 0dru en bessu hugarfari.

En pad er ekkil adeins pessi dgnun vid heimsfridinn og
velfer® manmmkynsins, sem sameinar okknf. Pad er heldur ekkl elnungils
bad, ad 18nd okkar eru 61l { sama heimshluta. Sterkari bond tengja
okkur saman. ‘

Allir tilheyrum vid sBmu menningunni. Allir mundum vid
fremur kj)ésa ad missa 1ffi8 en frelsid, hvort heldur frelsi

s jd1fra okkar eda pJj60a okkar. Allir trdum vi3 4 vinsamlega sam-

vinnu pJ68a 1 milli, Allir dskum vid heiminum fridar og mannkyn—

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarna Benediktssonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur



inu velferdar.

Pessvegna hittumst vid hér f dag med gédar vonir {
brjésti til ad tengjlast tryggda-bdndum med undirskrift pessa samn-

ings. |
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The nations who are now forming this

new brotherhood are unlike each other in many

respecta: Some of them are the greatest and most
powerful in the world -- others are small and weak.

None 1s smaller or weaker than my own —-— ‘
the Icelandic natlon. My people are unarmed and have
been unarmed since the days of our Viking forefathers.
We nelther have nor can have an Army. My country has
never waged war on any country and as an unarmed
country we neither can nor will declare war against
any nation as we stated when entering the United J
Natione, In truth we are quite unable to defend
ourgelves from any foreign armed attack.

There was, therefore, hesitation in our
minde as to whether there was a place for us as parti-
cipants 1n this defensive pact. But our country is

under certain circumstances of vital importance for

the safety of the North Atlantic area. In the last
war Great Britain took over the defense of Iceland
and later we concluded an agreement with the United
States” Government for military protection of Iceland
during the war. Our participation in thie pact shows

that for our own sake, as well as for the sake of others,

d
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we want similar arrangements in case of a new war,
which we all indeed hope and pray never will ocecur,

But 1t is not only this realistic reason
which has decided our attitude. We also want to make
1t crystal clear that we belong and want to belong to
this free community of free nations which now is being
formally founded.

It 1s a fact as I sald before, that we are
unlike each other in many respects but there are many

things which bind us solidly together.

We all face the same danger. In this world
of ours, where distances have vanished, peace indeed
1s indivisible, The same disruptive elements are

everywhere at their sinister work, Everywhere they

are accusing ue, who are working for peace, of being
warmongers,

When we were discussing this pact in the
Parliament of Iceland those elements tried with forece
to hinder that venerable institution in its work, Such
violence has never before been tried against the
thousand years old Parliament of Iceland,

The misguided crowpd which tried this
pretended they were shouting for peace. This contras-

dictory behaviour &%ﬁthrowing stones with your hands

..
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while you are clamouring for peace with your lips is
not in accordance with Icelandic tradition nor is it
in conformity with Western culture, We all know where
those habits originate and this mentality certainly is
the greatest menace to the world today.
But it 1s not only this threat to world

peace and human well-being which unites us. Neilther
i1s 1t only the fact that we all live in the same part

of the world. There are stronger bonds which bind us

together,

We all belong to the same culture. We would
all prefer to lose our livee rather than lose our freedon,
elther as individuals or nations. We all believe in
friendly cooperation among nations. We all want peace
for all the world and well-being for mankind.

Therefore, we gather here today hopefully to
sign thies solemn treaty.

. |
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