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DODRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON 2, D. C., DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

October 5, 1949

Dear Friend:

Gretchen and I thought it might be interesting to you and
Sigridur Bjornsdottir to know something of the fate of the Butricks.
At the same time it might give you an excuse to cease campaigning
for five minutes.

We had a very quick trip to the United States in the Lockheed
plane, arriving at Westover Field about three in the morning of
August 11. As there was fog in New York we did not continue until
just before sunup, arriving at MacArthur Field, Long Island a little
after six, We then had a two hour bus ride to the Waldorf-Astoria
in New York. The trip through Long Island was an interesting one
and all of us had a definite feeling of claustrophobia on account
of the great number of trees, many of which reached down over the
highways and threatened at any minute to completely absorb us. You
see, we were used to the long vistas of Iceland. Also, we found the
constant shade of green rather annoying and thought a few reds, blues
and purples would be a welcome relief. Our first day in New York
happened to be the hottest August 11 in the history of New York City,
with a top temperature of 98,.6°F., Our rooms, I am sure, were very
much hotter., After two days in New York, mostly spent shopping, the
heat was relieved by a terrific thunder storm and drenching rains.
The next morning we hopped into our new Buick car and drove leisurely
to Washington, For the next two weeks we stayed at a moderate priced
hotel, the National Hotel, which is fairly convenient., I spent some
time at the State Department on consultation on Icelandic affairs,
but most of the time was spent at our newly rented residence where
there was an awful lot of cleaning to do and where I spent several
days painting walls, et cetera., Our effects arrived from Iceland
and our Chinese furniture which we had not sesn since 1940 was un-
packed., Everything from Iceland came through in good shape but our

Chinese
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Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Reykjavik, Iceland.
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Chinese furniture was very much damaged through breakage and water.
As soon as we had our beds set up in the house, we moved in and
most of our spare time has been spent getting things arranged and
setting up housekeeping again, In the stress of all of this we
had no real vacation,

On September 6 I began my new duties as Director General of
the Foreign Service, This position is essentially one of an assistant
to the Deputy Under Secretary for Administration, advising him on mat-
ters pertaining to the Foreign Service and in fact taking the initiative
in most cases, Just how it will develop, I frankly do not know. I
suppose it will largely depend on me. It is not thus far nearly so
interesting as being in Iceland but it may develop into something
substantial. Of one thing, I am certain - it is a hot spot, where I
can easily get into a lot of trouble, |

Promptly on our return to Washington Dickie had to go to his old |
achool for special tutoring, He is now back with his old class and '
is struggling hard to keep up. He hopes to be able to make the tennis ]
team as a result of his experience in playing tennis in Reykjavik, }

Ann has had a somewhat easier time and is enrolled in the Madeira {
School, where, I take it, the courses are not quite so strict as at
8t. Albans, She is quite happy with her school and so far hasn't
really complained about getting up every morning at seven to catch
the bus which takes her some eight or nine miles to the school in
Virginia,

There are two other members of our family. Topsy, our black
gsemi-cocker spaniel, who had been farmed out to some friends while
we were away, is now back, She is an obedient and sometimes a rather
charming creature, She took to us very well, almost seemed to know
us, and has apparently completely forgiven us for having left her for
a whole year. Billy, our white Icelandic cat, took the journey from
Iceland with complete nonchalance, He was permitted to roam about
the airplane, which he did with considerable aplomb and quickly won
the heart of the stewardess. At the Waldorf-Astoria, where they are
exceedingly gracious, Billy behaved very well. The desk attendant on
the floor, a lady of middle age, became quite enamored with him, I
might say he did not take too well to the heat and was comparatively
inactive, During the long stay at the National Hotel, he became in-
creasingly bored and tried to slip out on us on three occasions, We
caught him in time however, He is now completely at home and dominates

the
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the household. The front door has to be left open every night
80 he can go in and out, To protect against robbers we have a
couple of chains on the door., I am sure he was at first quite
disgusted with all the trees but has found them utilitarian. On
two occasions he has had to climb quite high up to escape dogs
which were after him, On the same two occasions we have had to
obtain ladders and get him down. On the whole he seems fairly
content with America, but I have the feeling he always will con-
sider Iceland somewhat better.

Thus, the doings of the Butricks and now you can go back to
campaigning and such other chores as you may have to perform.

We honestly miss Iceland and our friends and we do hope that
the fortunes of diplomacy will some time in the not too distant

future bring you all to Washington where we will be happy to see
you,

Sincere urs,

Richard P. ick
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The Blsmarck Tribune
September 15, 1949,

SERSEDITORIAL®S®»
Grimson worthy Choice

Gudmundur Grimeon is a oitizen in the best Americen tradition.
To the North Dakota supreme eourt, in which he becomes an sssociste
Justice today, he brings the benefit of vast legnl experience
Sugmented by many other activities in the public interest.

All this is certain to meke him a valuable addition to the
higheset court in the state, making for continued public confidence in
the Judielary of North Dakota. Governor Andahl ecould not have made a
better snd more logiecal choice, nor one that could have met with more
general approvel through North Dakota.

The story of Justice Crimson's steady mareh to the highest judioslal
Post North Dakota has to offer ie in meny ways a typloal American story.

He was born in a foreign land, as were so many Americans and as were
the forbears of all but e few of us. That foreign land, Icelend, happens
to be the land of the oldest demoeratic parliamentary assemblage in the
world, which fact may cast some light on the attitude Grimson has dis-

ph'nl in hies work.

To get a college education, snd his law degree, the youthful Grimson
had to work his way through the University of North Dakota, He cocked
his own meals in bachelor guarters shsred with another distinguished
student, Vilhjalmur Stefsnson; worked as a Jnnltorg carried meil, served
as the university postmaster, and rsn the Universi ¥y bookstore.

Professionally, he achleved brosdest fsme snd perhaps his greastest
accomplishment by condueting an investigation which led to penal reform
in many states, particularly the elimination of the medieval system
of prisoner leasing in Floridas.

The Indisnapolis (Ind) Newe paid thie tribute to him at the time:;

"Gudmundur Grimeon, a plain, ordinary prosecuti attorney, has
found i1t within his power to start a reform of great significance
hundreds of miles from where he 1ived. America could #tand a few more
Guémundur Crimsons."*

Americs could stand HMANY Gudmundur Grimeons. North Dakota can
ure well in 1ts highest court the one that it has. School teacher
newspapermen, lawyer, reformer, vigorous defender of the ri ts of the
individual, he will add to the lustre of a tribunal whiech already
stands high in the esteem of the people.
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Reykjavik, 17. september 1949,

G431 vinur,

Eg pakka bér fyrir gamalt og gott, og er pé ekki 4-
ste=fan til ad ég skrifa bér elnungis sd, al bera fram glfkar
pakkir, heldur er bannig mél med vexti, ad gzmdarkona hér
1 b=, Gudrdn Eirfkeddttir mats8lukena, hefur leitald minnar
dejdr dt af vandre=dum, sem hdn er { med son sinmn, Eirfk
Ketileson.

Pilturinn mun vera greindur ad upplagl en alinn upp
? miklu eftirl=ti og ®rna fjdrmuni médur sinnar. SI3an hafa
kvennasakir truflad tilveru hane og er afleiding alls pesea
s, ad pilturinn mun 1ftt hemjast til starfa og vera ®rid
dreglusamur,

Mé5irin hefur b4 hugmynd, a8 ef honum vari komid I
anna® umhverfi kynni ¥r honum a® retast. B¥Sst hdn til ad
bera af bvf sllan kostnas. Hdn epyr mig hvort ég gmtl dt-
vega® honum einhverestadar skrifstofupldes hjé gédum manni,
a® mér skilst annaBhvort f Bandarfkjunum ela Englsndi, og
virdiet mér hugmynd hennar vers s, ad pilturinn fdi engin
laun fyrr en hann efni, hvort hann sé til nokkurs nftur.
£tlunin er sem eé einungle sd, al gera tilraun med, hvort
breyttur dvalaretaSur getl b»tt hann og unnt 8é a’ hemja
hann $il einhverjar reglulegar vinnu.

Ssnnlelkurinn er s, ad €g kann ekki morg drr=3i
f pessu en datt { hug, ad spyrja big, hvort bennig st=501 £,
ad pd getir tekid menninn til reynelu gegn bessum kjorum,
eda s=ir einhver Bnnur rd3.

Veri ég bér pakkldtur ef bd getir fhugsd betta og létir
mig efan vita vid teklferi,

Bi8 a5 hellsa konu pinni og deka Dér alls gdéls,

pinn einl=gur,
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LEGATION OF ICELAND
WASHINGTON 8. D.C.

12, september, 1949.

G651 vinur:

Eg pakka bréf pitt frd 22. dgist vardandi
okkar sameiginlega vin, Olaf Johnson. |

bPad er audvitad ekki hmgt ad gefa Olafi opin-
bert vegabréf sem verzlunarfulltria vid sendiri8id hér { ‘
Washington nema tilkynna ba® State Department, og ldta nafn |
hans bar med standa { Diplomatic List hér { Washington. ’
Eg er beirrar skodunar, a8 Olafur Johnson sé pess vel verd-
ugur, en eg er bér alveg sammila um bad, al nina er ekkl
rétti tfminn til ad gjidra petta, enda barf mdlid ndnari at-
hugunar vid. Ef betta hefdi verid gjért nina fyrir kosn-
ingarnar, bd hef3i pad advitad verid misnotad 4 allan hétt,
og or318 Olafi til einskis gé3s, en um leid getad bakad pér
talsverdra Sp=ginda. Vid skulum bv{ 1dta bpetta mdl liggja
nidri og ejd hvernig landid 1lf{tur Ut ad loknum kosningum.

bad er 1)6st ad englr st jérnmdlaleidtoganna geta

komid & U.,N., Assembly vegna kosninganna, og er eg bvi m})og
dnmgdur med ad f4 Hans Andersen med mér, bv{ ad hann er dug-
legur madur og vinnufds, og mun hann bv{ létta starfid mjog
miki® fyrir mér. bPad er 6kleyft ad vera einn, og jafnvel
erfitt fyrir tvo ad komast yfir pad og geta mmtt & peim
nefndafundum,sem vid helzt héfum dhuga fyrir. Eg gjori
rd3 fyrir pvi ad pd talir vid Hans 43ur en hann fer, og
gefir honum leldbeiningar { helztu mdlunum, en flest eru
pau gamlir kunningjar og lfnan bv{ nokkurn veginn kl&r.

Eg hefi farid yfir yfirlitil frd U.S. sendirdSinu { Reykjavik
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um hin ymesu mél, og eru beirra 6skir { nzr 8llum tilfellum ¥
gamreml vid okkar fyrri afstdé8u. Mr. Raynor { State Department
hefir bedid mig ad tala vid sig Ut af U.N. og mun eg hitta

hann nd 4 eftir. Eg 4 erfifast med ad greiBa Romulo atkv=3i
sem forseta, bar sem hann var eitt sinn med hdlfgerdan skat-
ing { okkar gar3, sem eg ekki get fyrirgefid honum, enda pétt
hann jJafnan s{Ban hafi 14ti3 m)8g fleBulega vid mig. Eg tal-
251 nflega vi’ vinkonu okkar, Mrs. Pandit, er eg fér { kurt-
eysisheimsékn til hennar sem Ambassador Indlands hérna, og
spurdl eg hana hvort Indland g=ti ekki komid med gédan kandidat
gsem forseta, en hin sagdl a® svo mundi ekkl vera, enda pétt
Indverjar hefu 1ft18 411t 4 Romulo. Hann gmti ad mlnnsta kostl
ekkil talizt sem fulltrii Indverja, enda p6tt Filippseyjar til-
heyrdu Asfu.

Eg skil vel a® pd hafir ekkl getad mett 4 fundl Atlants-
hafsrddsins pann 17. hér 1 Washington, bar sem um pessar mundir
er einmitt tdrslitabardttan um lista flokksine f Reykjavik, bad
hlftur ad vera erfitt mdl. Pad hefd1 1fklega verid pélitiskt
éheppllegt ad pud kemir um pessar mundir, bar sem éneitanlega
verdur rett hér um hernadar adgerdir, og er b4 elns gott ad Is-
1and marki eéretddu sfna med bpvi a¥ utanrfkisrddherra msti ekki.
Eg hefi skrifad bér opinbert bréf um bad, sem fram hefir farif
undanfarid f sambandl vi8 fremkvemd Atlantshafssdttmdlans, og
hefi eg ad yfirldgdu rad81 efnt lftinn Ahuga fyrir peim rdda-
gjaraw.

I fyrradag fékk eg bréf bitt um ad reyna ad selja
allt ad 10,000 smdlestir af fredfiski og 4,000 smdlestir af
porskalfsl. Petta verdur erfitt mdl, og { sannlelka sagt sé
eg enga leld. Eg hefi pé pegar haflzt handa, og atti I fyrra-

dag fund me3 Mr. Wayne Taylor, adal f JdrmdlardBunauts Hoffman.
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Hann hefir undirbiid fund & morgun hjd Dr. Fitzgerald, yfir—

manni matveladelldar ECA, peim er keypti fiskinn { fyrra, sallar

minningar. Hved sem dr bessu verBur, er vist ad pad tekur
langan tfma, en eg mun audvitad 1ldta big vita Jafndédum og eitt-
hvad skedur.

I pessum sama st )Sérnarpdsti er pakki med 3 filmum, sem
eg merkti Dbér. Pakkinn 4 ad fara til Gunnars Helgasonar, for-
manng Heimdallar, og eru { honum myndir, sem eg 1ét framkalla
af deyrdunum vid Alpingishdisil 30. marz. Fleiri filmur koma
selnng eftir framkdllun, en eg bid plg al afsaka ad petta var
Bruggasta og skjétasta leidin til ad koma bessu &fram, en mér
skilst, a8 flokkurinn leggl sherzlu 4 ad fd pzr sem fyrst.

P j63viljinn sé eg hefir verid ad minnast min { sam-
bandi vid rannsdkn & inneignum hér f Bandarfkjunum, og haft {
frammi lzvislegar getgdtur. Mér er audvitad melnad ad svara
bladinu, en gjarnan metti bad koma fram, ad eg hefl tvivegls
lagt mdlid fyrir st jérn Bandarfkjanna, og hafa svor hennar 1
bed1 skiptin verid m}og dkvedid neltandl um ad gefa upp bessar
inneignir. Verdur pvi ekki annad sé3, en ad sendiradid hafi
g)6rt pad sem bvi var falid { mdlinu, og vitanlega get eg ekki
skipad State Department fyrir verkum.

Eg veit ad pd hefir f miklum stdérrzdum ad standa mi,
og ekki tfmi til ad lesa l¥ng bréf. G68an sigur’

Eg vona ad bér og pinni fjolskyldu 1181 hid bezta.

Med beztu kvedjum.

Pinn einl=zgur,

.
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BARRY, WAINWRIGHT, THACHER & SYMMERS

ARCHIBALD G. THACHER TELEPHONE BOWLING GREEN 8-1640
A.CHALMERS CHARLES CABLE ADDRESS WALLACES NEW YORK™
HENRY W. PROFFITT

JOHN C.PRIZER

JOHN C.CRAWLEY 72 WALL STREET
HOWARD B.NICHOLS

PAUL L.CLUGSTON NEW YORK 5, N. Y.

JOSERH M.BRUSH
9 September 1949
His Excellency BJjarnli Benediksson
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Reyk javik
Iceland
Sir:

May I ask your acceptance of a Monograph upon the
North Atlantic Treaty and the Treaty-Making Power of the United
States, for which the Hon. Joseph C. Grew, formerly Under Sec-
retary of State of the United States, has done me the honor to
write the Introduction?

My purposé in sending a copy of this paper to the Min-
isters and Representatives of thé Governments, signatory to the
North Atlantic Treaty, and to their Ambassadors at Washington,
is to bring to their attention certain phases of the constitu-
tional powers of the President in relation to treaty-making, and,
also, with respect to his independent prerogatives as Commander-
in-Chief concerning the military security of the United States.

The relative privileges of the Congress are also dis-
cussed.

An effort has been made to correct some misapprehensions

as to the necessity for a Jjustly reorganized Balance of Power and

for its support through a wise Military Policy for the United States.

I beg to remailn,

Very respectfully,
/{WJ ﬁa%s_
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Kebenhavn, den 7. september 1949.

A.Jr.nr.3.G.174.2.

Kere Udenrigsminister Benediktsson,

Hjertelig tak for Deres venlige brev af 30. f.m.
Det har veret savel den danske regering som mig person-
lig en stor glszde, at vi har kunnet medvirke til Islands
optagelse i Europarédet.

Deres tenke om at ville indstille mig til Storkor-
set af Islands Falk i denne anledning har rert mig dybt,
0g jeg préskenner den meget. At De i pjeblikket ikke havde
i erindring, at jeg allerede havde modtaget denne hgje ud-
merkelse, ger ikke Deres tanke mindre smuk i mine gjne.

Med de venligste hilsener

Deres hengivne

o et

Hans Excellence
Udenrigsminister Bjarni Benediktsson,

Reykjavik.
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Reykjavfk, 24th October, 1949,

Dear 8ir,

I have Just received your kind letter of
9th September, 1949, tegether with your Monograph upon .
the North Atlantlie Treaty and the Treaty-Making Power
of the United States,

I am looking forward to studying your Monograph
and it will be of great interest to me to learn your
views on certain phases of the conetitutional powere of
the President of the United States of America in relation
to treaty-making and to his independent prerogatives ae .
Commander-in-Chief with regard to the military securdity
of the United States as well as other points you discuss.

Thanking you again for this paper

I am

very truly yours,

{BJarni Benediktsson)

:r. Archibald @. Thacher,

esere. Barry, Walnwright, Tacher & Symmers
72 Wall Etreet ; i
’" Iol' 5, N. !o
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