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LEGATION OF ICELAND
WASHINGTON 6. D.C.

6th November, 1949.
L
/ « B
: ’

Let-me first congratuleste you on the elections.
The other: day when I spoke with Olafur I said I was not sure
if T.could: congratulate him but he sounded most cheerful and
in any case I congratulated him on his personal victory.,
The same”I can do in your case as the result in Reykjavik was
favorable and partiecularly I can congratulate you because more
than 80% of the nation endorsed the foreign policy of the
three Government parties. That, of course, was most encouraging.
However, it remains a fact that Iceland is the only country in
Europe where the Communists hold ground and are even able to
increase thelr votes. The fight must therefore go on especially
in view of the munlcipal elections in Reykjavik in January, the
outcome of which loome most doubtful.

I can well imegine that 4t will be difficult teo- form
a new Government and that it will take a long time, : I am most
anxlous to see a new and strong Government esteblished as it
will be devastating to Icelandic interests to have the country
for a long time in a non-governmental state. It seems to me
that the most natural thing would be that the biggest party
forms the Government but I am afreid that Framsdkn will never
agree to that unless on absurd conditions.

I received a letter from Clafur and he referred me to
the article in lMorgunbladis on Sunday, October 30th, from which
I can Judge in what frame of mind both of you are. It is most
unfortunate how weak the Soclal Democrats are. But let us awalt
developments,

United Nations -~ I refer to the previous report for-
warded and to the enclosed one, regarding the turn of events in
the U.N. In the first Committee we are now dlscussing the
Italian Colonies. The sub-committee that worked on this prob-
lem for about three weeks proposes that Libya shell become inde-
pendent and united by January lst, 19562,. that: Italian Somalilsand
shell become independent in ten years and in the meantime be
under Italian trusteeship and further that a new Committee of
Investigation shall be sent to Enitrea. I .expeot that this
will be approved although only with a smell mergin owlng to
opposition to Itallan trusteeship, and for ue I think there is
nothing to do but to follow the reecommendations ofsthe. Sub-

Committee which have the approval Qf*the United States and the U.K.

»
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Then the First Committee will take up the Russian
proposal about a peace treaty between the five big powers.
The Americans apd British have decided to answer the Russian
bropaganda with counter<propnrganda. They have not decided how
thelr ultimate proposal will be but I was allowed to write down
their draft as it was contemplated yesterday and I am enclosing
& copy of 1t here. This, however, is not definite and may change
as they have been changing their dreft several times during the
last fewweeks,

The American Delegation consulted me some three weeks
ago how they should reply to the Russian propaganda and I strongly
advised them to put forward a counter proposal in the most accept-
able phrases to the most possible number of Delegations and thet
these propossls should be sponsored by only the U,S. and U.K.
There mey be some two weeks before this metter comes up before
the First Committee and if you have any remarks about the present
draft or any ideas you want to put forward, I should like to hear
from you. We are having meetings with the Scandinavian Delegations
to try to obtain a unified Nordic attitude toward this matter
and possibly we will, although we have no intention of interfering
in this delicate matter officially as we all agree that thig is a
fight that has to be fought out by the big powers.

b i68vil jinn - I noticed that Pjé3viljinn had a friendly
article about my fomenting murders in Greece. I have not seen
that any declaration has come from the Minlstry about this matter
and therefore I am gending a short article only egplalning what
took place and I would greatly appreciate if you would have the
Ministry immedlately forward this article to .all the papers in
Reyk javik,

I could, of course, write much more about this matter
but ‘I 'do. not have the time nor is 1t appropriaste that I start |
quarreling with P3jéd8viljinn or other papers. That will have to
walt t1ll later perhaps.

I hayve 2lso noticed in Timinn that among other things
they say that I wanted to grant the U.S.A. bases in Iceland for
99 years. - Sometime I may go.into that matter but at the preget
I am happy to be out of Igelandic politics. But please have AY
article forwarded.

I'am enclosing three letters regarding the frezéf fish,
the landings in Germany and grants from ECA, all of whe? €Xplain

my endeavours in these matters recently and particuler?¥ during
my vieit to Washington on November 2nd.

; SV
/t;’ﬁ’h‘;&ﬁydlﬂtﬂﬂt ,3’~444bélL ¢i£2}:;‘;;§;
L5 for obssem Lot
g entas
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Reykjavik, 10. november 1949.

Go%5i vinur,

kg bakka bér bréf pitt fré 5. ndvember.

pvi miSur foru kosningarnar ver en skyldi. Samt
ekki svo illa, &5 viBS h&éfum undan 88ru verulega aB kvarta
en pvi, a¥ tilviljanirnar gengu okkur illilega & moti.

Bnginn veit nd hva® framunden er oz er bvi sem
bezt ab segjea sem minast um pa¥.

Almenn stemning er si, a¥ sterkl maSurinn eigi
nd a¥ f& a¥ syna hveS kraftarnir dugi., Ekki skilst mér pé
tri &, af honum muni takast a¥ xoma neinu seman. Sjalfur
skel eg ekkert um bal segja & pessu stizi. fig hef heyrt,
al s{¥asta hugmynd hens sé a¥ fé& AlpySuflokkinn me¥ Framsdkn
{ stjorn oz léta kommena vera formlega hlutlausa. MeS bvi
mundi stjorn hafa 24 atkvaBi, Sjélfst=lisflokkurinn 19 og
xommernir pvi geta seti® hjd vi¥ vantraust. Litler 1{kur
eru taldar & af petta takist,

fz skrifa pér { dag bréf og bi% pisz um &b taka
pyzkelandssamningana upp vi¥ Bandarikin., %g wtla ekki a¥
fora mSrgum orSum um hve pySingamiki® mél pa¥ er fyrir okkur,
en elnungis bi¥je pig um a¥ gera pad, sem pli fremst megner
til a¥ na goBum arengri, Vissulega er bha¥ pitt verk fremur
en allra manna annara, ab pyzikalandssamningerair komust &

{ ryrstu,
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pvl aibur hefur genzil stirSlega um framkvamd
Keflavikursemningsins upp & s{5:esti18, Alvez rengur anai
synist rikja per Gti. 1 staf 'ess af Bandar{kjamenn geri
slg vinswle af peim, sem vinna hjd beim, hefur reunin nq
8{5ustu mdnubi orsis 8, ¥ flestum eSa 8llum, sem hjé beim
vinna,er illa vi¥ pé or bera beim slwme s&gzu.

£g hef rectt um pa¥ {tarlega vi5 hinn nyja sendi-
herra, Lawson, &8 pessu purti a¥ kippa { lag., Hen hefur

texi¥ pessu 1i¥lega, en segir sem satt er, al ba¥ teki
langen tima, |

pvi miBSur er forusta af hdlfu Islendinga Gti &
vellinum ekkl svo 368 sem skyldi. Agnar Xofoed Hansen
flugvallast jori er um sumt réskur meSur en vl miBur ekki
fastur 1 rdsinni. Fulltrii hans & vellinum er Haukup “
Claessen, bezti piltur en enginn skSrungur, Svipal er um |

aSra {slenzie starfsmenn, sem vinna par ati. Af bessum s¥kum

er erfitt a¥ dtte sig 4 hva¥ a¥ er og enn erfi¥ara af fa

gozn 1 hendur til a¥ krefjast umbdta.

NG vill Agnar XKofoed Hansen fars til Bandarik janna

og eiga vilra=Sur vi® rdSemenn { Washington um bal, sem af-

laga fer. Allt er pal harle dékveSiS, sem hann segir um bpessi

efni, eins og vant er. »6 tilnefnir hann nd, a¥ tresleca
hefur gengil um framkvemd a¥ bjélrunaraamkomulagi, sem cert
var { vor. pa¥ mdl hsfum vi¥ { utanrikisréSuneytinu haft

meB h¥ndum s{Bustu vikurnar oz ég rmtt {tarlege vi% sendi-

herre og heg ég trh &, a¥ pal komist { lag, Annal, sem hann

tilnefnir er, af Bandarikjamenn sed trezir a¥ borse {slenzka
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kauptaxta og mun ba¥ rett. Einkum hyzg eg hal af kenna
hans eizin skrifstofu og bvi, &¥ z8gn eru ekki nogu 1jost
15g8 fram af hans hélfu, til pess a¥ ntanrfkisrafuneytid

Ltk

ABaletrifi¥ { mell hens er hinsvegar , ab

ceti teki’ mélid upp sem skyldi.

Bandar{k jamenn syna of mikinn sytingsskep og e¥ réaBamenn
parne atl vanter anna® hvort vald eBSa vilja til al hafa
mélin { pvi legi, sem bau pyrftu a¥ vera,

Naverendi éstand dugar ekki og verBur oxkur
51lum til skemmar, sem n=rri koma.

paB sem & v8llin vantar fyrst og fremst ad,
hyzg ez vera sé goBur maSur af hélfu Banderikjanna me®
verulegum myndugleik, sem hafi vald og vilja til &b reka
véllinn & pann veg, &5 Bandarikjunum verSi til sbma, en
ekki til eilifs spillis & samb(¥ fsleandinga og Bandarikje-
menna .

Svo kann a® fara, af viB teljum rett &% léta
Agnar Kofoed Hansen fara utan og mun pal pa sennilega verSa
brafleza., Ef bl hefur um hHad akvednar tilldgur &f gera,
bztti mér gott, B bd sendir mer skeyti, eftir lestur
hessa brefs eBa fhugun bess. Eins vil ez biBje pig, hvab
sem 1iSur komu Agnar Kofoed Hansens, a% pu talir vil
Bandarikjamenn, sem ré8 hafa og bu hefur aSgang a8, og
brynir fyrir peim, hversu niverandl éstand flugvellarins
sé athuzavert. Fyrst og fremst skorti &, a¥ par se rettur
andi af hélfu fulltria beirra Gti par, enda ber 5llum
saman um, ab aBst=Sur ellar hafi storlega versne®,fre pvi
Lookheed-félezil tok vi¥ af AOA, sem aSur annaSist rekstur

vallerins.,
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par sem Hetta mal er mjdz a¥kallandi, vildi eg
biSje pig ab nota fyrsta tekiferi® til a¥ hreyfa pvi vil
kunningja pina vestur par. £z hef {tarlega rstt pad vil
Mr. Lawson, sem vir¥ist vera velvilja¥ur og almennilegur
maSur, en gallin er sa a¥ svo skjot skipti & sendiherrum,
sem Bandar{kjamenn hafe haft hér e¥ undanf8rnu, hlidta a¥
verfa mjsg til {1ls, exki s{zt & slikum umbrotet{mum sem
na.

fg l=t petta duga { bili. I United Nation’s mélin
hef eg ekkert til &¥ legzja umfram pa¥, sem Hi¥ hafil gert
oz r=81 ég pv{ ekki frekar um bau.

Bz bi8 ksrlega &b heilsa Hans Andersen og fjsl-
skyldu pinni allri.

Me% beztu kveBjum,

pinn einl=gur,
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'ION OF ICELAND
, /ASHINGTON 6, D.C.

12th November, 1949.

g:-':))'rc;;ur:

I was very plessed to receive your letter of November
10th, which came to my hands this morning.

I can well believe that no one can predict at the pre-
sent moment who will form the next Icelandic Government. To me
there seems, however, a certain danger that the strong nan’'may
succeed in having the Social Democrats Joinﬁhim and the Communists
to be neutral. hus, ae you say, he would have 24 votes agalnst
19 and the Communists could abstain in cese of a vote of non-
confidence in the Government.

I am sure that Gylfi and Hannibal will be eager to
bring about such co-operation and I have heard rumours that the
party 1s going to dispose of Stefan Jéhann by making him Minlster
to Sweden. It is difficult for that party anyhow to resist a
radical soclalistic programme, which the Communists would welcome
as the best plan obtalnable towards thelr alims.

The question seems to be how widely Framsdkn would favour
this co-operation and also in this case I am afrald that 8.,1.5.
would favour such a grogramme in order to galn more power and
to further their commercisl and political interests. Therefore,
to me this outlook seems dark and it is, in fact, terrible to
think that such a comblnation might be possible and that lceland
should be governed by a Government leaning on the Communists and
absolutely powerless ageinst thelr claims., I am afrald that we
would not under those clrcumstances be successful in seeking new
favours and direct grants in money from the United States. It
certainly would be difficult to try to tell the U.3. Government
that such a set—-up in Iceland was friendly towards the U.S.A.
But let us hope that this danger can be averted.

Just for the sske of informstion, Johannes Bjarnason,
gon of BJ. Asg., who 1s here now was telling Hans the other night
that Framsdkn should form the Government but under the leadership
of Eystelnn, and that his father dld not expect to be in the
Government.

It 'still seems to me thet the most natural solution
is that the blggest party forms the Government and 1t would be
most preferable 1f the two other democratic parties would join
in such a co-operation,
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But the United States, the United Kingdom and France are all
going to launch a big attack on Russia and call them to account
for thelr lack of co-operation inside the United Natlions and
make them directly responsible for the existence of the two
worlds in which we now seem to live.

The U.S. Delegation has hinted to me several times
that they would like me to speak, as well as representatives
from all the Atlantic Pact natlone. Denmark and Norway have
decided to speak but the cuestion is whether we should enter
the fight. We would please the Unlted States if I delivered a
speech friendly towards them, explaining how they had kept their
agreements with Iceland and left our country in contradiction to
what the Soviet has done in the Baltic countries and inslde the
Iron Curtain. I would be cautious not to attack the Russlans
too obviously but, however, the U.S8. Delegation and the Govern- |
ment would like to see some teeth in all the speeches, l

It seems to me that our foreign policy 1is crystal clear. |
We have joined the Atlantic Pact and we are siding with the '
Western democracies every day here in the United Nations. There
would be no alternative but to Join the Russian block, which 80%
of the Icelandic nation at least has no desire to do. We have
nothing to seek from the Russians but we cannot go on asking the
Americans for favours if we are shy to stand officielly as thelr
friend and meke it known to the world that we are on thelr side
and gppreciative of their friendship and favours. It is defl- !
nitely my opinion that the Americans would resent it if we did i
not speak and it would be difficult for me to explain our _
gilence. |

However, I see the present political sltuation in
Iceland and the possibility of a Government where perhaps Hermann
would be the foreign minister., But still, the question 1ls=to be
or not to be-for or against the United States and we must take {
the consequences of this. I will think this matter over more
thoroughly tomorrow and may ask you to call me one of the next
days, primarily on account of this matter. I wlll be in a better
position to Jjudge the situation after hearing Vyshinsky’s and
Austin’s speeches on Monday and perhaps also McNeil ‘s,

There is no doubt that the U.8. draft resolution will
be approved by some 50 votes against the usual 5 or 6.

‘;57"" ‘2'::féfgﬁrc
<HAos'
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LEGATION OF ICELAND
WASHINGTON @&, D.C.

21, névember, 1949.

Hr. utanrfkisrdSherra
Bjarni Benediktsson,
Reyk javik.

G431 vinur:

bakka bréf pitt fréd 10. p.m., sem mér barst pann 12.
T pessum pésti er formlegt bréf um PJzkelandssamningana, 0g
hefl eg ad svo st8ddu 1litlu vid bad ad beta. Eg sé pé mikla
erfi8leika framundan { pessu mdli, bv{ ad b j68verjarnir vilja
vera sjdlfum sér négir. Hver 4 1fka ad borga fyrir béd, eda med
hverju eiga peir sjalfir ad borga?' Petta verdur allt ad skyr-
ast ndnar &8ur en vitad er, hvert beri a8 beina ardsinni.

Keflav{kurflugvollur. Eg skfr8i Hulley fré hinni
miklu édnzgju, sem rfikir 6g magnast Ut af framkomu Amerfkanana
{ Keflavik, og eg las fyrir honum nokkrar velvaldar klausur ur
bréfi pfnu. Var Hulley alveg sammila um pad, ad einhvernveginn
yrd1 ad réSa bét 4 bessu, og bad mig vid tzkifari ad skrife sér
alde-memolire, og skyldi hann byrja a8 vinna a8 mdlinu, en vid
s{8an halde fund um bad eftir al eg keml til Washington.

Af bl8Bunum sé eg, ad Hermann(sterkf hefir verid
falin® stjérnarmyndun. GJori eg rdd fyrir,ad bad sé ad yfir-
18gdu rd51 til pess ad 1l4te hann springa 4 pvi. P6 bttast eg,
ad unnt sé ad bda t1l négu 1llkvitnislegt prdégram til bess ad
tedi sésar og kommar komist ekki undan pvi ad fallast 4 bad,
eSa jafnvel ad kommarnir fagni bpvi. Pad barf ekki ad segla
annad en "drepa skal sjdlfsteSisflokkinn og alla sjilfstzlis-
menn". A betta getu peir raudu fallizt og ad eg held, allur
framsbknarflokkurinn. Spurningin er adeins bora peir ad
horfast { augu vid erfidleikanar Hafa peir fundid ridd til ad

bjargae atvinnulifinu? Eg bfst vid ad 4 pessu muni sﬂanda.
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Vandinn farist pd aftur adallega yfir 4 sJd1lfst=disflokkinn, og
velt eg ad bid verdid menn til pess ad leysa vandann og afla ykkur
negllegs studnings til pess.

Eg sendi pér hér med ymsar redur, sem haldnar hafa verid
{ pélitfsku nefndinni dt af hinnil svokdlludu "fridartill8gu" Russ-
anna, sem vitanlega reyndlst propaganda tillaga og ekle rt annad.
Eg vil elnkum vekja athygli pfna 4 mJ)8g sterkri rau Ambassador
Austin, sem taladl strax & eftir Vyshinsky. Miki3 md nota ur peirri
radu { bladagreinar. Sama mdli gildir um dgnta r=du, sem McNeil
fluttl og fréSlega érds Jugéslavans, pv{ ad margt kemst upp, begar
hji fara ad deilla & fyrri hisbendur. Ennfremur sendi eg bér snotra
redu, sem Alsing Andersen fluttl fyrir h8nd Dana nflega §t af bessu
mf1li. Lange kom frd Noregi { gsr, og mun tala f bessari vilku.
Pal fer svo ad allar pJ830ir Atlantshafssdttmdlans tala, og er b4
hreinasta skomm og refilshAdttur fyrir okkur ad pegla, enda veri
pad miB8g 1lla 865 af tedi Bandarf{k junum og Bretum, sem mundu lfta |
nidur & okkur sem éverduga samherja. Eg hefi bv{ samid rsdu fyrir |
nokkru, og mun eg flytja hana 4 morgun. Reynl eg par ad lfsa vin- |
dttu okkar I gard Breta og Bandarfkjanna, og ad vegna trausts
okkar & belm hBfum vid tekid p4tt { Atlantshafsbandalaginu, sem sé
varnarbandalag. Er pad mj8g svipad pvf, sem pd sagdir { Washington
vi3 undirskrift sdttmélans. Eins og b sérd, fer eg mJdg héflega
f pad ad styggla Rissana, en kemst bé ekki hj4 pvf ad lfsa Stta
okkar vegna landvinninga-brolts peirra. Eg vona ad pid getid
fellt ykkur vid pessa rmdu. Eg tel hana bumfly§ janlega. Verst er,
ef Finnbogl Ritur skyldi vera ordinn utanrfkisrddherra um pad bil,
sem eg sendl reOduna heim { felenzkri b§dingu. Mundi b4 1fklega
redan og eg verda samferda heim { sama péstpokanum, p.e.a.s. ef
Finnbogl mettl rdda, sem virSist adal utanrfkissérfreSingur hinna
raudu.

Eg sendl pér hér med dtdrdtt, sem tekinn var af sfmtall,
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sem Magnis Vignir A4tti vid ECA { Washington hinn 17. névember
it af solu frysta fisksins og borskalfsinu til Pfzkalands. Pal
er eftlftektarvert elhnig, ad bfzkir innflytjendur léta { vedri
vaka, ad beir vilji engan samning gera um fisklandanir &rid
1950. Hinsvegar bj88a beir fslenzku togurunum ad slgla til
bPyzkalands og selja fisklnn & uppbo3i. Vonandl reynlst petta

Bes b KeDyt,
%7-;-1 ,20-(4_’/::
A

misskilningur.
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LEGATION OF ICELAND oA AL,M‘M,.A.—— T cp’& L« A
WASHINGTON 6. D.C. CJ‘ {Q‘n S QQ»{A Lxuv»wi Jmh{

; |
g;.—?\\mw

T sm enclosing an Icelandic translation of the speech

26th November, 1949.

I sent you the other day about the Russian proposal and whilch
I delivered in the Political Committee on November 22nd. |

I am also enclosing Vyshinsky ‘s remarks. He attacked

- everypoay that he mentioned but mostly he went after the
representatives from Chile and Lebanon, whom he accused of

being everything from fools to gangsters,

I am also enclosing the remarks of the Polish delegate,
As both mentioned military bases in Iceland, I thought it right
to make a statement about our agreement with the Americans on

the Keflavik airfield, which I did yesterday morning. This is

enclosed, together with an English translation, ;
I leave it to you to decide if you want to publish my i
speech but I definitely desire to translate it myself, as I
have seen such idiotic translations of my speeches by BJjarni
Gudmundsson and I do not want to run such a risk in this respect.
The Americans and British, as well as the Scandinavians
and Indla and many other friende have congratulated me on my
interference. However, I feel that the Danes and the Swedes are
2 little Jealous because Vyshinsky did not find their speeches
worth replying to,
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LEGATION OF ICELAND
WASHINGTON 6. D.C.

3rd December, 1949.

- You will find enclosed two letters to the Ministry,
one.about the landings in Germany and the other about ECA.
‘1o About the landiags in Germany, I understand that
you will.soon be sending a trade delegation and I am very
much interested in belng informed about the proceedings.
I explained wvery distinctly to Mr. Perkins the importance
of the matter for us and he was qulite definite in his
promise to assist us. However, he stated that the tactics
to be followed must be decided on by McCloy and his men
in Germany, who knew best how to deal with the Germans.
Let us hope that favorable results can be reaqhed in these
negotiations.

. I also stressed the importance of.immeaiate action
regarding the landing of 5 to 7 thousand tons during the
present month and I ghall ask Hulley on Monday what has
happened.

Regarding ECA, I was very happy that we are getting
$5 million as a grant, whereas only $2 million have to be a™*
losn. Thils is an exceptionally favorable proportion between
grents and loan. I trust to hear from you about your desires
regarding the use of the outstanding amount before I approach

ECA again after the middle of December.,
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You will remember that for the first quarter of
the finance year from lst July, 1949, to lst July, 1950,
we were allotted $2.2 million and for the second quarter
$2.7 million, or a total of $4.9 million. Thus there
remalns $2.1 million until the first of July, 1950. I
understand, however, that we have only used $2.5 million
- and therefore we have not disposed of approximately
$4.5 million.

It 1s almost too good to be true that Olafur is
forming a Government with his friends only. I am very
sorry to hear that he has been 11l. I hope he will soon
recover and that the new Government will already be
~announced by the time this letter reaches you. I cannot
walt, however, to congratulate you and I am very happy

that you will continue as Foreign Minister,

Bes /2L H..

/.,,.', 40_.,“_49;

%‘
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State of Novth Dakoka

CHAMBERS OF SUPREME COURT
e A BISMARCK
December 13, 1949,

Hon. Bjarni Benediktsson,
Foreign Minister,
Eiriksgata 19,

Reyk javik, Iceland.

My dear Sir:

May I, even at this late date, express my appre-
clation and thanks for the entertainment and
kind treatment you showed us on our visit to
Iceland last summer. Only rush of work occasioned
by my promotion to the Supreme Court of North
Dakota shortly after my return has caused my
delay. I could not, however, go through a
Christmas Season when thoughts return to friends
and good will without expressly thinking of the
many friends and much good will shown us on that
visit. Nowhere in our life have we been shown
so much good will and honor.

We were delighted with the people we met, with the
knowledge we gained of Iceland, of its progress
and high standard of living. We congratulate you
especlally on your conduct of 1ts forelgn affairs,
We hope that you may continue to handle them in
the future.

We have had many occasions and have been very
happy to tell people here of Iceland and its im-
portance in world affairs.

I hope that on some of your visite to the United
States you will have the time to make the Jjourney
westward and give us the opportunity to show you
something of the Icelandic settlements here.
Mrs. Grimson joins me in extending you and your
wife our very best regards and best wishes for the
Hollday Season and always.

S8incerely yours,

G. Grimson.

G’G’/d.Wa
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State of Nocth Dakota

GUDMUNDUR GRIMSON
ASSOCIATE JUSTICE BISMARCK

December 29, 1949.

Hon. Bjarni Benediktsson
Minister of Foreign Affalrs
Reykjavik, Iceland.

My dear Friend:

Just before Christmas I learned of the formation of
the new Cabinet in Iceland. I was especlally glad to see you
retained as Foreign Minlster, I congratulate you and the Icelandlc
natlion upon that. I note that you are also in charge of the
Department of Justice and many related matters. You will
certainly have your hands full. I think, however, that your
administration of justice is much simpler and more effective than
our methods.

To my mind your administration of foreign affairs have
been very fortunate for Iceland and it is well for all concerned
that you continue in charge thereof.

I hope that even if this new Cabinet has only the support
of a minority #in the Althing enough members of the other parties
will have the interest of Iceland at heart above everything else
and will join with you in solving the difficultles that lie ahead.

wishing you and your famlly a Very Happy New Year, I am,

Sincerely yours,

”

aed W UR Ty 2z zez<

Ge Grimson
GG=m jh
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