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MiSvikudaginn 12, Jandar 1949 kom Anderssen-Rysst,
sendiherra Nordmanna, 4 skrifstofu mfina samkvaemt beidni
einni og dttl vidtal vid mig og forsztierdSherra,

Erindl hans var ad skyra okkur fréd skeyti, sem honum
hafdi borizt fré Noregl, utanrfkisrdduneytinu, og hafdi
verid lagt fyrir hann ad segla forsmtisrddherra og mér
frd efni skeytisins I algjorum trdnadi. Las hann skeytid
fyrir okkur.

Adalefni peseF”;G & fundinum I Karleta8, sem njf-
1oki8 er og bar sem m®ttir voru forsmtisrdSherrar Noregs,
Svib)63er og Danmerkur, utanrikisrddherrar og herméla-
rdSherrar landa peesara, hafSl veri® r@tt um hervarnsrbanda-
lag Nordurlande, b.e.a.s. pessara briggjla rfkja. Tekid
var fram, ad 4 fundinum hafi komid fram mikill skodana-
munur um betta efnl & milli Nordmanna annarsvegar og Svia
hinsvegar. MNEXXMX Nor®menn héldu pvi fram, a8 stofna ®tti
varnarbandalag bessara priggla rIkJalsem tengt veri NorJur-
Atlantshafsbandalaginu. Danir hofSu eett fram bd midluuar-
tlllggu. a8 Bandalagld vari stofnad og skyldi hvert
einstakt bandalagsriki rdBF;vI. hvort bad taki pdtt 1
NorSur-Atlantshafsbandalaginu eda ekki. Pessi miSlunar-
tillaga hafdi bé ekkl fengld neinn hljémgrunn hj€ Svium,
sem vildu ldta stofna varnarbandalag NorﬁurlandE sem
reglonal-samning innan takmarka sdttmdla Sameinudu bJjé8anna,
Veri bad bandalag ekkl I neinum tengslum vid Nordur-Atlants-
hafsbandalagid og engir ﬁeéllmir NorSurlanda-bandalagsins
verli heldur medlimur I NorSur-Atlantshafsbandalagini -

Prdtt fyrir benna skodunamun nd8ist bé samkomulag £
fundinum um yfirlysingu milll bessara briggja rikja, bees
ernls‘aﬁ msgulegt varl ad stofna varnarbandalag NorSurland-

anna.igem rikin brJd hétu hverju ®d3ru hernadaradstod ef 4

bau vari rd8ist, og voru b6 undantekin beirri skuldbinds

A
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ingu Ferey jar, Grenland, Jan Mayen og Spitzbergen, bannig
&8 b6 ad & pessa landshluta vari rd8lst kami varnarbanda-
lagid ekki t11 greina,

Berum ordum var tekld fram, a¥ Sviar mundu hvorki nd
né s{dar taka pdtt I NorSur-Atlantshafsbandalaginu. Var
sgo ad skilja, a8 beir mundu ekkl gerast adilar ad NorSur—
landabandalagl ef hin rfkin takju bhdtt f NorJur-Atlantehafs-
bandalaginu. Kkved1id var a8 spyrjast fyrir um bad { Waghington |
og London, hvort ad stjérnirner bar hefdu ghuga fyrir, ad
NorSurlondin gerdu slfkt bandalag sfn € milli og ef avo
vaerl, hvort ad ber mundu b€ veita sliku bandalagl bd adetod,
sem nauldsynleg var;w;Sdrhag og t=kl, b.4d.m. naulsynlegan
forgangsrétt um afhendingar,

Akvedid var ad hinn 10,-12, Jandar skyldi m£l betta
rett { utanrfkismdlanefndum landanna,{ Noregl b8 { special-
kommitteen, og var tekid fram af gendiherranum a8 bad
varl vegna bess, ad bar ®tti enginn komménisti sati, en I
norsku utanrfkismdlanefndinni varl kommdnistar,

Ef nidurstadan yr3i sd af bessum bollaleggingum, ad
haldandl vari &fram med umradur um varnarbandalag Nordur-
landa 4 bessum grundvelli, skyldi sidan, bann 13,, sendi-
herrar Noregs og Danmerkur, ldta bad uppi f Washington og
London, ad 18nd belrra 6skudu ekki eftir ad fd bod um
batttdka I NorSur-Atlantshafsbandalaginu € medan samningnum
um varnarbandalag NorSurlanda stadi.

P4 var rﬁﬁgert‘aa fundur forsatis-, utanrfkie- og her-
mélarddherra dsamt sex bingm¥nnum G&r hverju riki, skyldi
verda { Knunmannnh;rn €2. Jandar. 8{%an ekyldl md11¥ rett
vid bingflokka og loke skyldi f Jandar-lok verda fundur -
reglulegur utanrfkisrdSherrafundur - f Oslo, bar sem einnig
verl haft samrdd vid foresmtis- Og herm#larddherra, en auk
bese skyldu bar koma sendiherrarnir f London, Washington
og Moskva,

Sendlherrann 1ét upnl ad bessi reglulegl dtanrfkigrdd-

herrafund ir mundl adeins vera fundur bessara priggja rik Ja
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én bess hann vissi bad glvgglega. ‘
Eftir ad Anderssen-fysst hafdi lesid skeytid fyrir
okkur raddum vid nokkud um efni bess frqg og aftur. Eg 1ét
uppl ad mér syndist senska sjdna;:fsfgt; ié;zsgaﬁfundinum.
Anderssen-'fysst taldi bad ekkl vera, heldur hitt lfklegra

ad Nordmenn og Danir vildu { lengstu 1%g halda { Svia og
gera ftrustu tilraunir til ad ekki slitnadi upp dr samn-
ingum milli bessara rikja, Hann taldi ghuga NorSmanna
fyrir NorJur-Atlantshafsbandalaginu svo mikinn, a3 vart
verl liklegt ad beir 1létu unda} skodun Svia I bessu,
ForestisrdSherra benti dﬂgmaﬁgn Vesturveldanna um
afst®du peirra til bvilfks varnarbandalags mundil bé
ventanlega hafa mikil &hrif f bessu efnl og var Anderssen-
Rysst sammf£la bvi. Annars sk§r3l hann okkur frd vidtali
Lange utanrfkisrddherra vid "Arbeilderbladet" I QOslo 1.
eda 2, jJandar, bar sem hann hefdi m)dg eindregld 14t18
uppl, ad Noregur byrftl ad vera I heildarsamt®kum beirra
rfkja, sem hugsudu og hegdudu sér & sama veg og Nordmenn.
Hefrd1 bar einnig komid rram'aﬁ hann vllgl samvinnu vid
Island. Enn sagdi hannlaﬁ 8idar herdi/Arbeldetbladet
birst greilnar eftir dberandl norska st )jérnmdlamenn dr
verkamannaflokknum bar, eins og SOIbJ;rnsen. gsem £8ur
herd1 hneigst mJ;g til samvinnu vid Rdssa en héldi bv{ fram,
aGZ;ggia til fridunar heiminum veri stofnun sterks Nordur-
Atlantshafsbandalagh .

Anderssen-Rysst spur3l okkur, hvort Tslendingar
hefSu fengid nokkra vitnesk)u frekar ad vestan. BEg sagdi
a8 dr bvi ad Nordmenn hefSu s¥nt okkur bann trdnad ad
sk¥ra okkur frd bessu vari rétt|a§ vid segdum honum frd, ad
I sfSustu viku hefdl ég fengid fyrirsourn um, hvernig vid
mundum svara ef okkur yr3i boSiJ., Petta vari n’u til at-

hugunar og mundum v13 sennilega bré8lega, e.t.v, begar 1

dag, svara 4 bd leid, ad vid yrOum ad fd ndnari vitneskju
um m&115 €3ur en vid gwtum tekid afst®3u t1l bess. betta

verl honum sagt I mesta trdnadi,
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Hann gerdl rd8 fyrir pv{ ad Nordmenn hefSu pessar fregnir
um mdlaleltun til okkar begar frd Washington, vegna bess ad
sendlherra beirra bar fylaist mjgg vel med og sagdi ég b,
a8 sendiherra Nordmanna bar hefd1 einmitt sagt sendiherra
okkar tvelm eda prem dogum &3ur en vid fengum bessa mdla-
leitun, ad hdn vari ventanleg, MNEXXMNXYXXX

Reddum vid sIdan nokkud um afstd3u Islands f bessu efni
og sbgdum vid forsmtierddherra bdSir vid sendiherrann, ad |
ekkl vari vafi €, ad afstada Noregs mundl geta haft dhrif ; |
hverja dkv;raun Islendingar takju um pdtttdku { bandalaginu,
Hann spurdi, hvort g# hann mettli segja frd bessum ordum
okkar og toldum vid ekkert bvf til fyrirsttdu, a8 hann segdi
ad vid hefdum sagt betta vid hann. Hltf vaerl annad mdl, sem
hann yr31 ad gera sér 1)6st, ad afstada fislendings veri aud-
vitad undir gmsu 88ru komin einnig, og betta verl eltt af
p?I, sem liklegt veri ad hafa dhrif & okkar afstodu,
Lét hann Bér pad fyllilega skiljast en sagSiet mundu koma
skoBun okkar um p§dingu afst®Su norsku stjérnarinnar dleidis
til hennar og pvi, ad viS verum pakkldtir fyrir hessa
vitneskju og legdum mikid upp dr, ad halda kontakt vid

nokrsu st )érnina f bessum efnum,

ilben
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Midvikudaginn 12. Jandar 1949 kom sendiherra Bandarikj-
anna, Mr, Butrick, & skrifstofu mina samkvasmt beidnl minni,
Las ég b€ upp fyrir honum ;&;%? svar og 6formlegt
vid minniebladi Bandarikjastjérnar frd 5. b.m. um NorSur-

Atlantshafsbandalagid og 1ét ég sendiherrann fd afrit

bess er ég sagdi. Til-skyringar lagdi ég £herzlu 4, ad
Islendingar verli minna inni f mssu m€li en stjérnir beirra
rfkja, sem unnid hefdu ad pessu tiltekna mé&li I marga
ménudi, hefldu auk bess mikla ®fingu I utanrfkismdlum og
hermdlum umfram Islendinga, en petta mdl vari nftt fyrir
okkur og vid par a8 aukl einangradir hér og hefdum enga
hermdlapekkingu. Af bessum sBkum veri edlilegt ad vid
porfnudumst ndnari skfringa,

Ef verulegur #hugi varl hj4 hinum pAtttdkurikjunum
fyrir bétttoku Islands mundi mér sfnast eSlilegt ad ein-
hverjir menn, sem verulega hefdu ad pessu m&ll unnid,

@ttu samradur vi0 Tslendinga eda fulltrda beirra einhverja
dhrifamikla menn\um petta efni, Vaeri hmsgt ad koma pvi
vi8, hvort heldur a8 Islegdingar feru eitthvert annad til
viSiredna um pessl efni, einungis ef ekkl bmrl of mikid £
bv{ ela einhverjir, t.d. fulltrdar frd Bandarfkjamdnnum

og Bretum, sem a3 bessu hefSu unnid, kamu hingad og raddu

hér vid dhrifamenn um bessl efni.

Eins legdum vi3 miki3 upp dr ad hafa samrdd vid NorSur-
landarfkin tv®, sem tilgreind veru og upp dr afestddu beirra. |
_~ &tlunin med pessari ordsendingu varl ekki ad aftaka
um pdtttdku I bessu bandalagl heldur a¥ opna dyrnar fyrir

ugireSum um bad en med beirri vardd, ad Tslendingar taki

engar skuldbindingar 4 sig fyrr heldur en belr JafnéSum vissu

hvad I beim fielist, Stada Islands verl 1i{ka sérsted, vegna

bess ad vi3 hefSum beyg af ad hafa hér erlendan h&r

I
!
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& friSartfmum, en b& kami hitt, hvort pd verl nokkud oryggl
f bessum samningl ef engar varnir mttu der stad. Allt betta
yrd1 ad meta, en bé veri sd skoSun dkaflega rfk, badi hjd'
TylgJendum rfkiest)érnarinnar X¥XXX og ¥mnear st jérnasinndp

8Jélfrar, ad pad vari of dfru verdj keypt ad 14€ta hermenn

dvelja hér 4 friSartimum JLgnafEPﬂlabryggL’, sem vid slikt

fengist.
\

D11 bessu atridi yrdu best redd og skilin I slikum
umredum, sem ég hefdi stungid upp & og syndist mér bvi rétt
ad vinna ad bvi ad koma beim £. A3 svo stoddu vildi ég ekki
frekar gera tlll;gur hvernig beim yr8i fyrirkomid, bad
mettl athuga bad frekar ef stj)érn hans og beim sem a¥ bessum
mélum ynnu h)€ hinum stJjérnunum, pettl pess vert ad koma
slfkum samtolum 4.

Sendiherrann sagdi 11ti8 um betta en 16t bé uppi,
ad lfklegast vari ad elnhver)ir Tslendingar fzru t11 Banda-
rikjanna til umr®dna bar, vegna bess a8 par vafl nd til-
athugunar petta mdl, Nwmu I “’M menn
fréd London og Washington kemi hér og var bad 14t13 stenda

opid, ¢ e U b ot oﬂa.‘.t;‘;,,& os.  Reaek ke

M;M;.Mﬁ
\ﬂy q
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(Lesid upp fyrir Mr. Butrick 12. Jandar 1949,
Henn fékk afrit.)

The Government of Iceland will not be able to
determine its position with regard to the participation
of Iceland in the conclusion of a North Atlantic Treaty
until more concrete information is avallable concerning
the increased securlty for Iceélsnd implied in such a
treaty as well ;B the obligations arieing therefrom.
It would therefore be advantageous if these matters,
together with the epecial poeltion of Iceland, could be
clarified in unofficial exploratory talks between the
Government of Iceland and representative or representatives
of the Governments who for a coneiderable period of time
have been working on this Proposal. ]
The Government of Iceland would also Dbe
interested in dlscussion thie Problem with the Govern-
mente of Denmark and Norway in view of the cloee ties

exlsting between thoese countries and Iceland.
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Fimmtudaginn 27. Jander 1949 4tti ég tal, samkvamt
beidni minni, vid G;;;;v Raslu;;;;; utanrfkisrdSherra Dana,
4 skrifstofu hans, Hann sagdl pegar { stad, ad hann hefJi
haft miki® a® gera undanfarna daga og hef31 enn, og tdék
sf{San ad geg)a mér, dn peses a8 ég spyrdi, fré samningaum-
leitunum um varnarbandalag Danmerkur, Norege og SvipjéSar.
Hann tzldi, a8 samningaumleltanirnar hefSu leitt til bees,
ad s)énarmid hinna briggja rikje hefdu nélgast, A3alskodunar-
manurinn nd vari ed, ad Nordmenn vildu ekkl ganga { petta
varnarbandalag nema bvi adeins, ad tryggt veri aa.voatnr-
veldin, b.e, Bandarikin, létu peim f té vopn, veltti beinm
alstod f stri’di og par ad auki gefu eilnskonar garantiur
um hjdlp beim til handa, ef 4 p4€ yrdi rdSist., 8Sviar teldu
pérs £ vopnum frdf Bandarikjunum og hef®u ekki £ métl a3
bid)a um pau, en teldm dstedulaust ad biSja um bau fyrr en
bandalagi® veri komid 4 laggirnar, en veri £ méti pvi a3
bi%j)a um nokkurar garantfur, enda mundu Bandarikin - hva3
sem dllum fyrirfram samningum 1131 - kome Nordurl®dndunum
til h)€lpar, ef £ pau yrdi rédist, Danmdrk vildi umfram allt
koma Nordarlanda-bandslagi £ og teldl pad hofudvinning, a¥
Svfar vildu yfirleitt vera med { slfka bandalagl., Hann
saghl, ad sjénarmid donsku st)érnarinnar ksmu fram { grein,
sem { morgun hefd1 britst { "Socialdemokraten",

A3spurfur af mér svaradi hann, a® ndnast metti
wegla, a3 sjénarmid ddnsku og smnsku stjérnarinnar nd veri
hin sdmu,

Hann sagil, al verid gssi, ad fleiri fundir yria
haldnir um m£113 heldur en Oslo-fundurinn, Danir teldu
#lfkt nytsamlegt og fildu umfram allt koms f veg fyrir, a8
upp @r s11tna3l, Hann sagii, ad £ pessum fundum hef®) ekki
verid ratt um afstodu til Norﬁar—Atluntaharsbandalagg1ng, or
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audvitad hefdi hver etjérn fyrir sig hugead pas mdl, Nord-
menn mundu ganga I bandalagld®, ef upp dr elitna’i, Sviar
dreidanlega ekki, Danir veru Sdkvefinir, en s){lfur sagdist
hann gera ré8 fyrir, ad hann myndi ekki mela me® inngbngu

{ bandalagid og hafdi pé £ pvi fmea fyrirvara, sagdi skodana- I
mun milli ddnsku st)érnmdlaflokkanna um hetta, Hegri og
vinstri flokkarnir hafa nokkurn veginn sbmu afstdodu og Nord-
menn, en mJog margir varu peirrar skoSunar, a® Danir mtta
ekkl al taka pdtt { bandalagl bessu, Auk bpess mgdi hann ddnsku 9.”
stjérnina ekki vita nég um, hva® I NorSur-Atlantshafs-sdtt-
mflanum mundi felast, en taldl augljbet, ad ef byrja mtti

4 fundum um hval gera attl einhverju riki til hjdlper eftir
a¥ & pal vari rddist, b4 mundil pad verda of seint fyrir Dan-
mdrka, bpvi a¥ b4 mundi vera bILS ad taka hana, g sag®l,

ad Island hvorki vildi né guti haft dhrif £ hva® hin Nordur-
1%ndin gerdu, en vi3 hefSum £huge fyrir, al ef samningar

um NorSurlandabandalagld fari &t um pdfur, og ef Noregur

og Danmdrk hafu pé vidradur um pdtttdku L NorSur-Atlantshafs-
bandalaginu, a3 hafa samrdd vid pau, enda teldl fsland sig
enn of 1{tid vita um par rddagerdir til ad geta tekld afst®iu
til peirra, Rasmussen spurdl af visu, hver afstala fslenzku
st)érnarinnar mundi verda, og hlustadi £ ummall mfn am, ad
vi8 vildum hafa samrdd vid b4 hina { pessu tilfelll, en ekki
virtist mér hann legg)e mikid upp dr pvi, en ég saghl, aX
audvitad feri afstada {slenzku stjérnarinnar a® lokum eftir
bvi, hvada skyldur Island yrdi a¥ take € sig, ef pad gengi {
Nordur-Atlantshafsbandalagid, og hvert auki¥ orygsi pad fengi.

Rasmussen saghi, adspurdur af mér, as ekkl vari hagt ad segjla,
ald Bandarfkin hefdu reynt a® beita nokkurri pressu & Dan-
mdrku um pAtttdka £ NorfSur-Atlantshafebandalaginu, adeins
hefdi sendiherrann sagt, ad belr getu pé ekki bdist vi3 vopnum,
ad minsta kostl ekkl { fyrstu, en dr pvf vildi Rasmussen 1f{tix
gera, bvi ad badi pyrftl Danmork 1{ti¥ af vopnum 4 bandar{igian
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melikvarda, oz Danir mundu hvort e8 ekki ff vopn padan fyrstu
2 drin, P4 taldl Resmussen vers nd heldur friSvanlegra en
é3ur f alpjédamflum, Ekkl sagdi hann al Rdsear hefdu neynt
ad hafa nein dhrif & pd, heldur adeins hef5i bafan heyrset
almennur propaganda,

Auk bessa mfls drdpum vid { samtalinu afeins £
Grenlandemdlid og skfrdi ég nefndarskipunina I pvi, Auk
bess kvartadl ég yfir afetddu Dana { Parfs til Sogarakaupsa
okkar { Englandl, Rasmussen kannadist wvil pall, hélt al
pegar vari bALY ad kippa bpvi f lag, en lofadi al athuga bpal,

Postudaginn 28, Jandar 1949 k1, 94 f.h, d3ti ég
tal vi® hr, Halvard Lange, utanrfkierf®herra Nordmanna, &£
skrifstofu hans { Oslo, samkvemt bei¥ni minni, Lange dtti
m)8g annrikt, £ttl eftir stutta stund a® fara £ fund med
miSet Jérn flokke sins,

Lange sagil mér, ad hangbygglst vis, a¥ ekki yrit
samkomulag um skandinaviekt varnarbandalag nems hvi aSeins,
a¥ Bandarf{kjast)érn herdi breytt um afetdSu frf pvi sem verid
hef¥i, en { morgunblodunum pennan dag veri skfrt frd, ad
hugsanlegt vari a¥ Bandarfkin mundu l€ta slfkt skandinaviskt
varnarbandalag f€ vopn, ef pald yrii mynda®,

Hr, Lange sag®i, a¥ petta kmmi algjdrlega { bdga vi¥
ber fregnir, sem hann hef¥l haft sf{Nast frf sendiherra Banda-
rikganna { Oslo daginn 43ur, Nd hefS1 hann 1£t15 spyrja
um betta £ nf og ef engin breyting yr¥1l, teldi hann 1litlar
sem engar likur, a® dr skandinaviska barnarbandalaginu yrdi,
Pé pyrftu NorSmenn eftir viku ela hfl-fan ménu® a® segja

til um, hvort beir vildu taka pAtt samningunum um stofnun
NorSur-Atlantshafsbandalags. Taldi hann allar 1fkur t11,

a% svo yr¥i, en b6 mundi pad nokkud fare eftir bvf, hva3 ¢
bessum samningum felist., T.d. mundu Nordmenn ekki sambykk Ja
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ad hafa herstdivar { landl peilrra & frifartfmum. Hitt teldu
beir m)dg miklu mé1li skipta, a¥ £5ur en til 6frilar kemi,
varl bdld ad gers rdd fyrir, hvernig aletod Vesturveldanna
yroi héttad, skildist mér ad synjun Svia £ pvi, a® elfkar
réSagerdar attl sér sta’, veri ein hdfud detmdan fyrir pvi,
ad ekkl myndi samkomulag verds,

Eine haf31 rddherrann daginn £3ur haldid redu
um mf118 { norska Stérpinginu og vékum vi’ a® henni, Sagil
réSherrann a’ par kemi skodun sfn og stjérnarinnar fram.

pé sagdi rdSherrann, ad nekkur skoSanamunur vari
innan norska verkamannaflokksins um afst®Suna til NorSur-
Atlamshafsbandalags, og g=tl sd skolanemunur or®i5 st)éraninni
m)og ®rdugur., A3 visu veri vita®, ad yfirgnefandl meiri hluti
binge vari med Nordur-Atlantshafsbendalagi, en bessl skofana-
munur innan stj)érnar flokksins geti ef til vill keoste® hann
meirihluta afstddu vid kosningar,

Hann sagdl og, a® hugsanlegt veri, a® Rdssar réSust
4 Noreg £ tfmabilinu fré pvl a3 Nordmenn segluet vera reilu-
bdnir til samninga um pessi efnl og bangad til a® Bandalagld
verl komid £, og pyrftu NorSmenn ad tryggja 8ig eftir fdngum
og fd adstol ef t1l slfks kemi, Framh )€ bessum mdguleiksa vari
ekkl alveg hatt lﬂ 1ita,

£g sagdi rddherranum, ad fslenzka stjérnin hvorki
vildl né getl haft nokkur 4hrif £ norsku 8t Jérnina um hverja
dkvordun hdn tmki, en ef Nordmenn hefBdu { athugun pdtttdku
{ NorSur-Atlantshafsbandalagi hef51 {slenzka et)érnin dhuga
fyrir a8 fylgjast meS pvi og hafa samvinnu vi3 norsku st Jérn-
ina ef t1l kaml, Vari hugsanlegt, a3 sérstakir menn kami
t1l Noregs til vidr=3na um pad efni,

Lange ték pv{ vel en ekkl virtist mér hann legg ja
mik15 upp dr pvi. Eg t)401 rfdherranum, a® afetate Islands
verl ed, ad vid hefdum 1itla gem engs herpekkingu; okkur weri
ekkl til hlftar 1)éet, hver hernadarpfSing lande okkar vari

né hva® gera byrfti til varnar landinu og gmti bvL farid svo
»

|

‘/\
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ad vid Sskulum eftir séretdku samrddi viX Nordmenn um pald ‘
atridi,

Lange J&tadi pv{ einnig en sagdi, ad NorSmenn hefdu
enn ekkl fhuga tll nelnnar hlfter { hverju adstol af hdlfa
Vesturveldanna pelm til handa stti ad vera rélgin, Athugun
4 slfku mundi einmitt hefjast eftir ad dr pvi veri skorid,
hvort skandinaviska varnarbandalagl’ kemist £ eJa ekki,

£g hafdi 1£t1% uppl vid fulltrds utanrfkisrdSuneyt- i
isins, sem ték & méti mér £ flugvellinum, ad ég g=tl ekkl »
sagt um hversu lengi & yrii I Noregl fyrr en ég hefli talad k
v13 utanrfkisrddherrs bange. Bg getli pessvegna ekki svaral l'“
pvi, hvort &g g=ti begld bod daginn eftir um hédegisbod hj4 "\

Noregskonungi. !
Lange 1ét uppi a8 fyrra brafigl von um, a8 ég gmti J
tekid pdtt f pessum hddegleverdl en mefndi ekki a¥ Bdra leyti,
al &g dveldi lengur { Oslo, heldur sagdl berum orSum, a¥
hann hef®i hreyft bvi og Sskal eftir, al ég =ttl kost £ ad
sitja £ fundunum um hi¥ skandinavisks varnarbandalag, en

Sviar hefSu neitad pvi, vegna pess a5 beir hefdu talll, ad
8lfkt mundi lellda %1l of mikilla umradna um Nordur-Atlantshafs-
bandalag,

Bg eag’l Lange pessvegna, a’ ég mundi hverfa fré
Noregl strax daginn eftir, en hann sagdi, a¥ vi’ mandum hittast
um kvoldid £ bodi h)€ sér og mundum vid p{ geta ratt ndnar um
bessi efnl, Ekki vard pad pé, pvi a¥ I boSinu veik Lange
ekkl elnu or3i ald pessum efnum, enda virtist hann b4 sranar
éhyggjur hafa og sat Ffmist € tall vi¥ Undén, Raemussen ela
foryztumenn floiks eins, Vard ég pess m)dg var { samkvemi

bessu, a Nordmenn, sumir ad minsta kostl, hdfSu pungar &-

hygg Jur um, hvernig horf3i { pessu efni og a¥,einkum Danir,
18ghu rfka dherzlu £, a® ekkl slitna®i upp dr, Normenn,

a.m k., Lange, tdldu pfiingarlaust, efti¥ pvi sem hann hafiy sagt
mér um morguninn, a3 halda lengur 4fram pessum viSreSum, og
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8ag’l hann Svia hafa gomu skoBun, RéENL ‘h‘ld og af ummal

Svia Eins, € ég pekktl frd fyrri t15 og hittl parns um kvold-

¢ |

15, a8 hann taldl dkaflege Slfklegt, aJ nokkur niSursteda
yr31 pessa fandur Bnnur en sd, al elita sanningaviradum,
roé:t Stérpingeine, Natvig-Patersen, kom al i1l
vi% mig { bo¥1 pessu og vékum vi3 medal annars all pessum
efnum, Taldl Stérpingsforsetinn pade hafa verid mikla

-

|
1

vitleysu a3 forma sjénarmidin svo rakilegs, sem gert W ]

veris { Kaupmennahdfn nokkrum ddgum &3ur, pvi a3 nd va \
norskt s)énarmid og ssnskt s)énarmil og ef hvika atti fré
hvora um sig teldl s{ sig léta { minnl pokann, Einnig wveri
komin inn I m£113 persdnuleg prestige atriii o.fl., sem
gersi pad Sparflega erfitt vildfangs. Pal veri ad wisu svo, al
norskil verkamannaflokkurinn vari nokkud klofinn um me€1i%,
en viet varl og ad ef horfil veri fré hinu noreka sjénar-
mid1 er verid hefdi, p£ mundu borgaraflokkarnir sndaet £
méti stjérninni og mikill hlutl verkamannaflokksins vera
peim samméla og mundi pad ad ljilrl'ogui valda miklum ;rﬂie-
lelkum,

Eftir ad samkveamti pessu lauk hafdi ég ekkl meiri

samgang vi® norska st jérnadlamenn { for minni,

-

.

—
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Fimmtudaginn 27. Jandar 1949 4£tti ég tal, samkvamt
beidni minni, vid G;;;;v Rasnu;::;; utanrfkisrdSherra Dana,
4 skrifstofu hans, Hann sagdl pegar { stad, a¥ hann hef31
haft mikid a8 gera undanfarna daga og hef3i enn, og %6k
sflan ad seg)a mér, &n pess a3 €g spyrdi, frd samningaum-
leitunum um varnarbandalag Danmerkur, Noregs og 8vip)é38ar,
Hann taldl, a8 eamningaumleitanirnar hefdu leitt til pess,
ad sjénarmid hinna priggja rikja hefdu nélgast, A3alskoSunar-
munurinn nd veri ed, ad Nordmenn vildu ekki ganga £ hetta
varnarbandalag nema pvi aleins, a3 tryggt vari ad vestur-
veldin, b.e, Bandarikin, létu beim f té vopn, veltti pbeim
alstod { atrf51 og bpar ad aukl g=fu elnskonar garant {ur
um hjdlp peim til handa, ef & pd yrdl rd5lst., Sviar teldu
pors £ vopnum frd Bandarikjunum og hefdu ekki £ méti a3
bidja um pau, en teldu dstaSulaust a3 bidja um bau fyrr en
bandalagid veri komid £ laggirnar, en vari £ méti bvi a3
bidJa um nokkurar garantfur, enda mundu Bandarfkin - hva3

sem dllum fyrirfram samningum 1151 - koma Nordurltndunum

til hjdlpar, ef 4 pau yrdi rd31st, Danmdrk vildl umfrem allt
koma Nordurlanda-bandslagl £ og teldl pad hofudvinning, a3
Svfar vilda yfirleitt vera me3 { slfka bandalagl., Hann
sagldl, ad s)énarmid ddnsku stjérnarinnar kema fram { grein,
sem { morgun hef31 britst { "Socialdemokraten®,

ASspurfur af mér svaradi hann, a8 ndnast matti
wegla, ad s)énarmid ddnsku og sznsku stjérnarinnar nd veri
hin sdmu,

Bann sagdl, ad verid geti, ad fleiri funiir yriu
haldnir um m£113 heldur en Oslo-fundurinn, Danir teldu
elfkt nytsamlegt og ?ildu umfram allt koma I veg fyrir, al
upp @r slitna®i. Hann sagdl, ad £ bessum fundum hefﬂl ekki
verid ratt um afstodu til Nordur-Atlantsharebandalagllnc. en
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audvitad hefdi hver 8tJérn fyrir sig hugsal pa¥ mdl, Nord-
menn mundu ganga { bandalagid, ef upp dr elitna’y, Sviar
dreilanlega ekki, Danir veru 8dkvefinir, en sjdlfur smg3ist
hann gera r43 fyrir, ad hann myndl ekki mela med inng¥ngu

{ bandalagid og harsi pé & pvi fmea fyrirvara, sagdl skolana-
Bun milli doncka stjérnmdlaflokkanna um betta, Hagri og
vinatri flokkarnir hafa nokkurn veginn sdau afstdodu og Nord-
menn, en mjog margir varu peirrar skoSunar, a8 panir atta
ekki ad taka pdtt { bandalagi bessu, Auk pess mgdi hann ddnsku
stjérnina ekki vita nég um, hva® { NorSur-Atlantshafs-sdtt-
uflanum mundi felast, en taldi augljbst, ad ef byrja mtti

4 fundum um hvad gera mtti einhverju rfki t1l hjflpar eftir
a5 4 pal vari rddist, b4 mundi bad verda of seint fyrir Dan-
mdrku, dpv{ ad p£ mundl vera bSi3 a8 taka hana, Xg sag3y,

a8 fsland hvorki vildi né getl haft &hrif £ hvad hin Nordur-
1%ndin gerdu, en vi% hefdun éhuga fyrir, al ef samningar

um NorSurlandabandalagld fari dt um pdfur, og ef Noregur

og Danudrk hafu pd vidreSur um pdtttdku £ NorSur-Atlantshafe-
bandalaginu, ad hafa samrdd vi® bau, enda teldi faland sig
enn of 1{tid vita um par rdlagerdir til a3 geta tekld afstdu
%1l beirra, Rasmussen spurdi a¥ visu, hver afstada fslenzku
stjérnarinnar mundi verda, og hlustedi £ ummell mfn um, ad
vid vildum hafa samrdd vi b4 hina f pesau tilfelll, en ekki
virtist mér hann leggja mikiy app dr pvi, en ég sagdl, a¥
audvitald feri afsta’a fslenzku stjérnarinnar a% lokum eftir
pvL, hvada gkyldur feland yril a¥ taka £ sig, ef ba3 gengi ¢
NorSur-Atlantehafsbandalagid, og hvert aukis oryggl pad fengi,
Rasmussen saghi, aldspurdur af mér, a% ekkl vari h=gt a3 gegja,
a8 Bandarfkin hefdu reynt a8 beita nokkurri pressu 4 Dan-
mdrka um pdtttdku ¢ Norﬁur-Atlantaharabandalaginu, afeins
hef31 sendiherrann sagt, a3 belr getu pd ekki bdAlet via vopnum,
a3 minsta kostl ekkli { fyrstu, en §r pvi vildl Rasmussen 1Lt43

gera, bvi ad bedl pyrfti Danmork 1{ti5 af vopnum 4 bandarfligkan
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melikvarda, o; Danir mundu hvort ed ekkl fi vopn hadan fyratu
2 drin, P4 taldl Rasmussen vera nd heldur friSivenlegra en
d3ur { alp)édamdlum, Exki eagdl hann al Rdssar hef3u neynt
ad hafa nein dhrif 4 pd, heldur adeins hef3i pafan heyrst
almennur propaganda,

Auk peecsa mdls drdpum vid { samtalina adeins £
Grenlandend11d og skyrdl ég nefndarskipunina { pvi, Auk
bess kvartadl ég yfir afstddu Dana { Parfs til togarakaupa
okkar { Englandi, Rasmussen kannadist vi2 bal, hélt a3
begar vari bailY ad kippa pve £ lag, en lofadi a8 athuga bal,

Postudaginn 2¢, jJandar 1949 k1, 9k £.h, dtt1 g
tal vi3 hr. Halvard Lange, utanrfkierdSherra NorSmanna, 4
skrifstofu hans { Oslo, samkvemt beiSni minni, Lange dtti
m)3g annrfkt, £ttl eftir stutta stund aX fara € fund med
mildst)érn flokks sins,

Lange sagdl mér, ad hanjbyggiet vis, a¥ ekki yri
samkomulag um skandinavigkt varnarbandalag nema bv{ adeins,
a8 Bandar{kjast)érn hef51 breytt um afetdlu frd pvi sem veris
hef81, en { morgunbl®Bunum pennan dag veri ekfrt frd, a8
hugsanlegt veri ad Bandarfkin mundu 14ta s1fkt skandinaviskt
varnarbandalag fd vopn, ef pad yrdi myndal,

Hr, Lange sag®i, ad betta kmmi algjorlega { bdga viX
ber fregnir, sem hann hefdi haft sfNast frd sendiherra Banda-
rikganna £ Oslo daginn ddur, N& hef31 hann 14£t1% spyr)a
um betta 4 nf og ef engin breyting yr31, teldi hann litlar
gem engar likur, a¥ dr skandinaviska barnarbandalagina yray,
P4 byrftu Nordmenn eftir viku efa hdl-fan ndnuld al¥ segja
til um, hvort peir vildu taka bdtt { samningunum um stofnun
NorSur-Atlantshafsbandalags. Taldi hann allar 1lfkur ti1,
a8 avo yr¥i, en pé mundi pad nokkud fare eftir bvi, hval ¢
bessum samningum fmlist, T.d. mundu NorSmenn ekki sambykk ja
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a8 hafa herstosvar { landi belrra € frifart{mum, Hitt teldu
belir m)dg miklu m41i exipta, a® £3ur en til éfrilar kzmi,
varl bdid a8 gera rd8 fyrir, hvernig adstof Vesturveldanna
yr3i hdttad, skildist mér ad synjun 8via £ pvi, ad slfkar
rdSagerdar atti sér 8tad, veri ein hdfud dstmBan fyrir pve,
ad ekk) myndl samkomulag verds,

Eing haf31 rddherrann daginn £%ur haldid r=3u
um m€145 £ norska Stérpinginu og vékum vi¥ ad henni, Sagdy
rdSherrann a8 par kesmi skodun sfn og etjérnarinnar fram,

pé sagdl rdSherrann, ad nekkur skoSanamunur wvarl
innan norska verkamannaflokkeins um afst®3una til NorSur-
Atlamzhafsbandalage, og gotl ed skoSanemunur or318 etjérninni
m)og ®rdugur. A3 vieu vari vita®¥, a¥ yfirgnefandl meiri hluti
bings vari med NorSur-Atlantshafsbandalagl, en peesl skolana-
munur innan st)érnar flokksins g=ti ef til v1ll koste3 hann
meirihluta afstddu vid koeningar,

Hann sagdi og, a8 hugsanlegt vari, a® Rdssar ré3ust
& Noreg £ timabilinu frd pv{ a3 Nordmenn segBust vera relju-
bdnir til samninga um pessi efni og bangad til a¥ Bandalagl3
vari komid £, og pyrftu NorSmenn a8 tryggla elg eftir f8ngum
og fd adstod ef til slfks kemi, Framh j€ pessum mdguleika vari
ekki alveg hatt ad 1ita,

Eg sagly rd3herranum, a8 fslenzka 8tjérnin hvorki
v11ldl né getl hart nokkur &hrif £ norsku st Jérnina um hverja
dkvordun hdn taki, en ef Nor3menn hefBu f athugun pdtttdka
{ NorSur-Atlantshafsbandalagi hefsi {slenzka stjérnin dhuga
fyrir ad fylglast meS pve og hafa samvinnu vi3 norsku 8t )6rn-
ina ef til kemi, Vari hugsanlegt, a8 gérstakir menn kami
t1l Noregs til viBrms3na um bald efni,

Lange ték pvi vel en ekki virtist mép hann leggja
miki3 upp dr pvi, Eg t)451 rdSherranum, af afeta’a Islands
verl ad, ad vid heflum 1itla sem enga herpekkingu; okkur vari

ekkl til hlftar 1j)éet, hver hernaSarpfSing lands okkar vary

né hvad gera byrfti til varnar landinu og gmtl pvl fapiy sl
L
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a8 vi® Sskudum eftir sératdku samrd3i viX NorSmenn um pal
atridl,

Lange Jétadl pv{ einnig en sagii, ad NorJmenn he ru
enn ekkl fhugal til neinnar hlftar f hverju alistol af hdlfa
Vesturveldanna bpelm t1l handa mtti ad vera félgin, Athugun
4 slfku mundi einmitt hefjaast eftir al dr pvi werl skorid,
hvort skandinaviska varnarbandalagld ksmist £ eSa ekkl,

Bg hardi 14818 uppl vid fulltrda utanrf{kierdSuneyt-
lsins, sem ték £ méti mér £ flugvellinum, ad ég gnotl ekkl
gagt um hversu lengl & yrdi { Noregl fyrr en ég hefdl talad
vi8 utanrfklerddherre bange, Bg getl pesavegna ekki svaral
pve, hvort &g gotl begl® bol daginn eftir um hddegisbol hjA
Noregekonungl.

Lange 16t uppi &3 fyrra brafgl von um, a8 ég gmti
tek1d pdtt £ pesaum hAdegleverdl en nefndl ekki al ®¥ru leytl,
ad 8g dveldi lengur { Oelo, heldur eagdl berum orSum, a¥
hann hef81 hreyft hvi og Sskall eftir, al ég mttl kost 4 ald
sitja £ fundunum um hi¥ gkandinavieka varnarbandalag, en
Svfar hefSu neitad bvi, vegna pess &% beir heflu talll, ad
elfkt mundi leila i1l of mikilla umradna um NorSur-Atlantshafs
bandalag,

Bg eagdl Lange bpessvegna, a3 ég mundi hverfa frd
Noregl etrax dagion eftir, en hann sagli, ad vi3 mundum hittas
um kvoldid £ bodl h)€ sér og mundum vid bhd geta ratt ndnar um
pesel efnl, Ekki vard bpad pé, pv{ al { bolinu veik Lange
ekkl einu ordi ad peseum efnum, enda virtist hann b€ msrnar
dhyggjur hafa oy sat ymiat & tall vi¥ Undén, Rasmussen ela

foryztumenn floike efns, Vard ég bess m)og var { samkvami
bessu, a¥ Nordmenn, sumir al minsta kostl, hdfdu pungar 4£-
hygg Jur un, hvernlg horf3i { pessu efnl og a®¥,einkum Danir,
18g®u rfka dherzlu f, a3 ekkl slitnadl upp dr, Nordmenn,

a.m.k. Lange, tdldu bfdingarlaust, efti¥ pvi sem hann hafdi ea;
|

mér um morguninn, ad halda lengur dfream bessum viSrmdum, OF

|
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8ag01 hann Svia hafa eomu skodun, RéESL ég pad og af ummalum
8via Eins, er ég pekktl fré fyrri ti8 og hitti parna um kvbld- ‘
13, a8 hann taldl dkaflega 61iklegt, aJ nokkur niBuretesa
yr3i pessa fundur Bnnur en sd, a8 slfta samningavirsSum,
Forset Stérpingsina, Natvig-Patersen, kom a3 m41}
vi% mig £ bo3i pessu og vékun vis medal annars a3 peszum
efnum, Taldl Stérpingsforsetinn pada hafa ferl? mikla
vitleysu ad forma sjénarmiBin sve rakilega, sem gert ha®*Xi
veri { Kaupmennahdfn nokkrum ddgum 43ur, bv{ a% nd va )
norskt s)énarmis og eanskt s)énarmid og ef hvika mtti fré
hvoru um sig teldl s sig 14ta £ minni pokann, Einnig veri
komin inn { m4€1i5 persénuleg prestige atridi o.fl1., sem
gerSl pad ébparflega erfitt viSfangs. Pal vari ad wisu svo, a¥
norskl verkamannaflokkurinn vari nokkud klofinn um mf11 5,
en vist varl og ad ef horfid veri frd hina norgka & )jénar-
midl er verid hefSi, b4 mundu borgaraflokkarnir sndast 4
méti st jérninni og mikill hluti verkamannaflokksinsg vera
beim sammdla og mundi pad ad stlfBBgau valda miklum Braugb
leikum, |
Eftir ad eamkvemtl pessu lauk haf3i éz ;kkl melri
sangang vid norska 8t Jérnudlamenn { for minni,

I fnn

o - e ¥
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Laugardaginn 5, febrdar 1949 kom hr. Anderssen-
Ryseet, sendiherri Nor3menna, d gkrifstofu forsatis-
rdSherra, samkv, beidni sinnl, og dtti par tal vid
forsstisrddherra og mig,

Erindi hans var a8 skfra okkur frd,samkv,
fyrirmelum etjérnar sinnar, ad Lange utanrikisrds-
herra Noregs vaeri f bann veginn a¥ fara til Washing-
ton til a3 rada bar vid st)érnina um fmis atridi
{ sambandl vi3 hugesanlega bpAtttdku I NorSur-Atlante-

hafebandalagl og ennfremur um pad, hvort hugsanlegur

ey,

< g
varl ¢ian§1fur Bandarfk janna vi8 varnarbandalag
S8kandinavidku landanna,

V13 reddum nokkud mAlid vis sendiherrann
og tJ4Sum honum a3 ef hr. lange =ttl { bessari
ferd leld um Island 4 annari hvorrl leidinni, bd
mundum vid hafa dhuga fyrir ad hitta hann a3 mdll;
varum reidubdnir ad fara til “eflavikur til a&
tala par vid hann,

Hr.Anderssen-Rysst t6k bessu vel en nokkrum
ddgum s{Sar Attl hann tal vid mig og 4tti a8 skila
ferstakrl kvedju, en pvi Janframt, ad Llange mundi
ekkl & ollu forfallalausu koma vi3 & Islandl f

beasari for. \ﬂ%/v&fli/\f\
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Pridjudaginn 8, febrdar 1940 dtti Mr,
Butrick, sendiherra Bandarikjanna, samtal mi¥ mig
€ skrifstofu minni samkv, beidni sinni,

Er hann haf8l lokid erindinu barst talid ad
Atlantshafesdttmdlanum, 184g81 Mr, Butrick ad pad
mél getl ekki or6132§;§§r falenzku rikisstjérnina
pegar & daginn kami‘aa pau atridi vardandl her-
stodvar og hersetu hér £ landi, sem andst=a8ingar
mélsins hefdu fert fram 4 métl pvi, veri gJ;rBam-
lega tilh®fulaus, Bg sagdi, a8 evo kynni a8 vir3ast
rokrétt 863, en hmtt veri vis ad andds s, sem reynt
hef31 verid al vekJa gegn mflinu, kynni ad versa pvi
ska¥samleg og nd varli { agitationinnl lagt mest upp ’
dr hlutleysi, en ekki pvi, sem £8ur hefdi verid :
fram fart.

I bessu sambandi sag®i ég vid Mr, Butrlok'
ad mikilvegt veri ad mfslenzku stjérninni vari ekki ;
bodin pAtttaka &n pess ad mdlid hefdi verid frekar !
rett vid hana en enn hefli verid gert. Faslist pé |
‘ekkl f pessu aag Islenzka st jérnin mundi undir
nokkrum kringumstadum taka bdtt I slfikum samningi -
bad yr8i ad athugast sj)dlfstatt & sfnum tima,

Mr, Butrick lofaBi a3 koma pvi til st )érnar
sinnar ad frekara samrdd yr3i haft vid okkur um
hvensr okkur yr3i boSifi pdtttaka, Hann sagdlst
8Jélfur hafa sagt st)érn sinnl ad eftir bvi eem
hér hef3i komid fram { bladaskrifum og opinberam
radum, mettl ®t1l ad Islenzk st )érnvdld tzkju mdla-
leitun um pdtttoku lfklega,

|
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1andi og hér vaeri enn flest af
~haft um lengsn aldar, Hr.Butrick sagll, a’ allt betta byrrti
elmitt a3 skfre fyrir ECA wonnunum { Washington apardy bril-g,

Reykjavik, 5, jandar 1949,

. @63% vinur,

Eg bakke bhér allt gamalt og gott oz dska phér oz fiol-

#kylda binnd sllra heilla € hinu nfhyssefa éri,

fetadan til af ég skrife nd er fyrst og; fremet sd, a¥

fyrir nokkru hitti ég Nr. Butrick Bandarfkjasencinesm f samkvend.,
'O saghi hann mér hé, a¥ hann hefd4 nflege fongil brér £-f
- McKesson, afstolarmanni sinam, sem nd or a* vinna & Marshalle

dutlunarndlun vestur bper. Butrick var fnegiur med skfrsluna
af veru McKessons fyrir vestan og taldl a® hann mundi geta ﬂﬁ@

- bar fmsar okkur gagnleger usplfsingar,

I fremheldl af bvi saghi sendiherrann svo, = hann ufaz

or31l pess var al nokkurrar pyikJu gattl h)4 ECHA monnum £ Washi

ton { okkar gard 4% af fisksolunni £ haust, Hélda beir ad peir
hafi verid fengnir t1l af keapa filskinn horrs verdi en vert hefdi
veril, og tmki bessvegna B&rum rdagerSun okkar néne verr en &lur,

Mebel ennars varu peir fernir ad tsle uzm, a¥ Islendingsr fengi

#fiedirl hjdlp£ menn heldur en nokkar banar bj63 oz fleira bv! um

1Ikt, Bg sagll pegar { stald, ad sudviga® verl ekkid hagt ad '

bera betts samen har sem !oJ.endm?r vera sve fALr { gelplstéru
bl Ogert, sem a%rar pJé¥ir hefSu

andi, hvort ekki vari £gstt ef Thor sendlherra byZi nokkrum
bessara manns, sem med Islande m4l hefiu af gera, og b4 einkan-
legs hefOu haft fisksdluna me3 héndum, heim ti1 eIn og veitti peim
bar vel, Nefndi hann par einkam Fitz=0erald(?) og einhvern annan,
sen g kanna®ist ekkl vi¥ mafnid €, Svo var an skilje 4 sendi-
herrenum, ad hann teldl ad gestrisni ykker hjéna og elskulegt vil-
nét vari Sruggests leidin t11 a2 eyda heim misskilningi, eem né
virtist upp kominn, Pessari hugmyhd, sem mér 1%st ‘r‘i.p £,
kem ég hér me’ 4leills t11 bin, ugrtmsti bér til aff gera pitt
bezta til af kous { veg fyrir ad beseu ver3i nokkar vendp=2i.

- .. ball er vitad lﬁl &l Englendingar hafa veits Bapndarik ja-
monnum hardar £t5lar ry:_:_-s.i- bessl felkkaup og hweyfSa ECA menn :
bri vi3 Hane Andersen, 'p;"gnr Bann var vestra 4 d um, a¥ rédlegt
vari &5 lslendingar lakknud ej4lfir verdi” gé3fdslege og fengl

. i
Herra genciherra

Thor Thors, ,

Sendirdd Islands,

Yashington,
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' er eftir f hogum belrrs, droicur, sem unfrem allt verdar a¥

mismaninn I einhverju gjafarformi., Barst petta sifan 1 tal vis )
Mr. Butrick hér, begar eftir heinkomu Hans_Anderseng, og sag’l ég
Mr. Butrick begnr { stald, al petta verl Omogaulegt vegna bees, ad
hve mikid hefdi veri® gert dr dessari solu hér 4 einum tima og
hversu mikil dhrif hin hef3i haft { sambandi vi® 411t manna of
afstdtu hér til Marshalls-dstlunarinncr, LEt hann sér pal
fyllilega ekiljest og er salvitad £ pad af 1fta, 2l pé ad verd
pad, sem bd ndSir, hafl veri’ hdts, og harra en menn rfram
vonuSust til ‘e%s ghtu bdist vid £ Bandar{kjusum, er pad ekki
harra en hid iéddneks dbyrgdarver’, eém meginhlutl fiskjarins

hefur veri? seldur £, og hefir tiltolulegsa 1{t13 1fei Tylgt med

£ peim keupum, a.n.k, { framkvemd, vegns aflsleysis.,

En hva® sem um pad er, pd virdast £tolur endugl
samfers pvi, o bér gafst esufvited ekki farl 4 al méli
vid Sandarfijasenn ofan { kjolinn, par sem dvol bin { Weshing-
ton vaerd svo stubtt, hafa ordid til pess af einhver broddur

eyla, Veit ég ad pd tekur ekki petta sem nelns gagnrini €
faum gjérsom, pvi al 411t okkar & fremmistdiu hinnl var hvert
méti pad, a’ hén her31 verl® prfffileg, heldur eimungis, al
ég tel skyldu mina a¥ ekfre frf ¥yl sem fyrir min eyra hefur borizt
{ bessum efnum og »rif alvarlegt er. :

. beesu ndskylt er _E pa’ sem Hans Anderson vard glogg-

: var vis £ ferfalagl einu, 23 ECA mean { Waeshington vora

- ' fdkannendi un {slenzk mdl, undrudust hved Islendingar
m:«:u a% gera viY allan sinn fisgk og flelra hvi 11kt, Delr

. hoffu ekki skilning €, e% eflllegt vari ad Islendingar hefda

for saBetdSu um fiskframlel®slu og solw sbkun allrar ali-
8t sinnayr, Pa® er pvi ¥afelaust mikl3 upplfsingmstarfs, sem

 yinna barf { washington vart pessum monnum,

W & © BEf til vill stendur { elnhverju ssubandl vi3 allt
petta bad, sem amerfskil sendiherrann skyr3i Pérhalll fAsgeirssyni
frf fyrir nokkrum dogum, a’ hann hafl fengld tilkynningu frd
BCA { Weshington pess efnis, al EGA mundl ekki geta veitt neinm
adato® { sambandi vid bygzingu afrra togara nems al fengnum
melmela COERC 1 Parfs, Tilefni beirra upplfeings man vera hali,
a3 sendiherrann haf3i skrifal ZCA I Washington og Esris pe i
fréttist hvernlg undirtektir voru aum toger-bygger rikisst) ~
arinnar hjd OEEQ, og undirstrikad gagnvart ECA pfSingu togara- |
n& fyrir lsland, I peseu hofSum vi® sem sagt vanst |
eindregine studnings SRAAR ) jamanne, enda mundi pAtttaka okker |
{ Marsinll-rddagersinnl f4 £ elg %3lavert annan svip - og ekki .
1fklegsn til vinsmlds £ fslandi - ef hén attl af verds til bess, |
a¥ okkur yrdi meina’ ad kome fram réSagerSunum um togsral Lnay
¢ Englandi, svo sen Farignefndin lagfi til og bér mun fullkumnagt

anr,

|
’.'
|

|
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PE hafs menn hér e 815 ¢
DYL, &8 okki hofur e sesis Spiiol0 fyrir vonbriglen d5 af
gefinn koatur £ "grant®, en tilkynnt
:g Vil attum adeins o £ 1dn. B1fkt or okkur‘:?.! olla salvitald

ulln=gjandi verda
ef bessu fast :ﬁ;n':“;f{fm““‘hi vandradl 4 nestu ménadam

L vedturfor einni hitt Hans Andersen Benla in B e
son ald mfly, ola a,m.k, dtta polr rekilegt -tnnui‘.‘ Illtl*l_l
BARSL Benjaafn Zirfksson aulsidanlegn verdid vel ion T afiet
ECA manna t1l okkar of hugmynd deirra um m® sendn sér
n;uﬂ hinge® t1l rennséknar 4 efnshag landemrnna, Harhi Jo~
Bin talal am, a% miklu rddlegra veri a® sendn fulltrds frd

pﬁ‘& g8Jeldeyrisstofnuninni, beirri sem hann vinnar wiX,
elr kynnu miklu detur ekil £ ollum bessum melum en ECA menn
O betta mundi 1f{ta mun betur &t { aogum fslendings, Vap®
Andersen fyrir pein dhrfium, a5 Benjamin fksson vildi ;
mﬁiﬁfﬁ vers u:n;xm rannebkn rifinn og bé sennilegm
e nefndar, sem . 8 X
| s U ﬁﬁn{‘u‘“‘ » hingn® yrii aend wpp til

Andersen drep b€ & tillogur hans um 1 e Linkck
Benjan{n gerdi nﬁouimuﬁghpm-hwf‘::m ' :
all of til vill i elahver mynd tvdfalds komi* til
mo&- rjar a®rar rdSstsfanlr 3 nlegn bal, sem
__ en hjd L, ol haan taladi am ad ui vidréttingar gotl Br
lins 4 hinum miklu hdftum, sem hér eru nd orfin 4 ollua o
kvendus, Hari petta verid rétt sk 15 )L Andersed er pald |
vissulegs mikilsvert, el g-ti ordi¥, en nd epyr €z bhig, hvort
gatir cdoer komlet eftir hugmyndua Be ¢ Eirfkssonar
I bessu efnu, EJlst er ad bald mundi m)og fella eaman vi® flokke-
hagsmunl okker o3 helldardtsfn ef hugt vari e rd&a frem dr
bein vanda, sem vid eranm nd {, med haftelinun { stafl peirra slfellt
 auknu pvug-.nm sem menn hafa 14313 leids elg til og allir era
ordair dsadleifir &, en vid enn h8fum ekkl treyst okkur til a8
hreinss okkur af, ‘ " -‘

Loks er pd NorSur-Atlantehafsbandalagld, fékk skeysi
f gar frd pér un bal og bYst vid vitneskju frd und:gu'uaul "
bandarfisa { dng, EKomadnletar hafe begar hafi’ tryllta agitation
0g &vo sem gete mdttl nerri fengld nokked af bjflfun med sér.

¥i8 erum ef til vill ekki négu hardir { Mramgdngu, en dad kemur

fyret oz fremat af bvi, al® £ medan vid vitum svo 1{t1% um hved ‘
er &l rels ir okkur nokkul erfitt aZ t=ka upp deins opinbers :
sfkn fyrir mdlinu. Pad verdur sudejdanlege torsétt enda madvitad 1
erfitt vi2 pad al eige en vid vitum mel vissa, hvela tryggingar
vi® getum fengl® og hv til hese er atinet af nkiur, sem |
t.].jl_:n okkur nkvamanlegt, '

—~—~— -~ o
v % Jgpran ¥ - ’ X |
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a6 a3
'g“’ﬂr--cm Skunnir aSstedum skiljl ba® i1 hl

6/1. 1949, A0 fenginnl Lelmsfkn og or*sendingu finnst mér £st=da $1)
a3 bata beseu vid, sem hugleifingum, en ekkl vegna neinna alger3s af
»inni nflfu,

Bg tel ekki 1fklegt ad f stjérntani viljl neinir 1éte svara wiiels |
pessari rywxrmgu, a.m, k., al svo stdddu, Hitt hygg ég ad menn verdi
la um, ad of vidarhlate miki’ =6 a¥ svars Jdtandl dn Dess
af hafs kynnt sér betur hvala ®rygzl og hvada kvadir séu hessum réla-
gerdum samfara ekkur $il handa, Ordsendingin irﬁavru &fxveSin, en
sk1let b6 a3 ekki 26 NLagtiad J4td henni nema bvi s¥eins, a¥ menn teljl
elnastt| 4 bessum grundvelll sé m€113 framkvemenlegt, Um pa¥ getum vid
ekkil fyrr en betur kemur fram, hver okksay hlutur elgl a¥ werda,
Er hugsanlegt aJ { bessu fellst skylda til hervaSingar af okkar hdlfu,
e3a verSum vi3 skyldir til) a® pola her snnarra hér & frifert{maml .
Hvorugt efalst burfa al _vera eftir bdvi sem fyrir liggur, en bf vaknar
urningin, £ hrrgl B aukna Irygel okkur til handa sé félgif meS
1{kun somningl!  Helet efniet pasd versa { sembendil vid rdstofun f ﬂug_-
vdllum efs flugvelll, em hvermiz yr3i henni fyrirkomilSil _

A Ef $11 vill hefa pessi atril alle ekki verl® fhagu? til ‘
tar af hugsanlegum viJsem okkar en vid verdum ad vita skil £ :
ein £3ur en okkur er fart a5 gera nokkra skuldbind inge ggnvart 6dras, H

. skodun er sd, =8 nh.t}l vinning 'r vari 23 gers ssmningina =
ckki.;u:ﬂ mikid auki® ¥ryggl £ papoirnam, en ekki er vist a¥ peir ‘
en iﬁar. En hett er vi’ a8l 5

séu cvo mArgir sem ekkl getl hugsed sér neina herstdd 4 fitSartfmam, ad
egt verdi al kome neinu frem ef slfkt £ &Y vera f41gil { ssmningnim., |

Y
-
.

~ EEKL er heldur vafl 4 ad margir wedal almennings eru hrwddir vi5 her-

yldu eBa nokkal sem heand 1fkist, Fer p€ a¥ vandast mélid ef hv

gers, Sumir, eem betur mttu &3 vi.a, sbr, Hermann Jénssson £ & -

ln sinni, eru einnig farnir al predika a8 hér sé 1{til ela engin '

batta og { vérnunam 1ftil e3= engin trygsing, Menn geta haft sfna
skolanir 4 hver heilindi eru € bak vi¥ slfken mflfutalng, pegar slfku

er haldld fram af formsnni neststareta et)érnmflaflokksine, Sfnir :

pad hverir ¥rduglelkar eru £, '

”'*';ifp_; } : . :

s Eg tel »& a3 ekkert af becsa megl verSe til pess ad gefist

16 upp vid ad koma.fram bvi, sem dreidanlegn er man®synlegt ef h 368 okkar
a® bafa nokkurt oryggl og ekki ver®a ofurseld ey llegzinga og tortiming,

Allt petia sannar mér ad 4£0ar en vid tBkum £ okkur mokxkra skuldbidningu eda
gerumst oplnberir adllar of umrzlum burfa frekari samrs=dur a8 e sér ;
etal bak vid t)oldin, Einnig er alveg vfet, ad afetada Dana og ana
manl r43a hér mjog miklu og ver’ur dreldanles: 6ska’ eftir hvi af okk iy

al vid elgum dess kost al kynusst peirra skoSanum,

P varpdSir fram { semtaling heguynd gm hvernig vary a”
koma vid f ekarl athugun og samradum bek vil tjoldin og mun & vissulers
fhuge b4 ti116gu til hlftar, (Veguaviiane skynsameri menne/ e %ugljﬁagi el
vi% megum ekki, prdtt fyrir mefbldetur, 1fta hrek)s okkar af r els
og a8 mikilsvert er 2’ almenningl hefir verid MQHMM til um stadreyndir
{ pessu nfll, t.d. I dramétagrein Clafs og radi9teTéns, grein eftir Trietjd
GuSlaugsson, nokkrum greinum f.T{manum o.s,frv. Ekki tJ4ir a8 fara haﬁaar
eda lengra en hz=gt er og sem oruggt er -3 menn fdist négu margir til ad
fylkj)a sér um, :
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Midvikudaginn 5. jJandar/kom sendiherra Bandarikjanna,

Mr, Butrick, £ skrifstofu mina samkvemt beidnil sinni.

Erindl hans var ad arfhenda mér minnisblad med frd-
s;gn um Nordur-Atlantshafsbandalagid. Er ég hardi lesid
frdsdgnina sagdi ég, a’ afstada Tslepdinga til mdls bessa
mundl vera komin undir ndnarl vitneksju vardandi nokkur
atridi og dytti mér pd fyrst I hug, 4n bess ad vilja ‘
segla nokkud um m£118 4 bessu stigl, hvort @tlunin varil
a8 Telendingar herveddust sj4lfir og skuldbindi sig til
bess og einnig, hvort A% hér attl ad dvelja her € fridar-
t {mum,

Sendiherrann sagdist ekkert vita frekar en I ord-
sendingunni stedl en sér sfndist hvorugt af bessu pyrfti
ad felast f samningnum eins og frd& honum veri sagt, Adal-
atridid vari flugvollurinn og g@tl fmsar lausnir € nwvt
méll komid til greina, eins og t.d. ad Islendingar tzkju
ad sér ad gzta hans til brdJabirgda en fengl adstod til
bess annarsstadar frd fjdrhagslega, Reddum vid sfSan um
betta nokkud fram og aftur dn bess ad & bv{ veri ad grada,
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American Legation
Reykjavik, Iceland
STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL. Januery 5, 1949,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE IRFORMATION OF THE
PRIME MINISTER AND THE FOREIGN MINISTER.

This 1nfeormation 1s considered of the highest
confidential claesiflication.

General information concerning exploratory talks
looking toward North Atlantic Treaty was glven Foreign
Minister December 7. During past three weeke renewed
exploratory talks have resulted in steady progress to-
ward concrete proposals for such treaty. In these talks
1t was recommended and recommendation 18 now being
coneidered by seven governmente now represented in
talke that Iceland, Denmark, Norway, Ireland and
Portupal be sounded out as to their willingness to
consider participating as original signatories of
treaty and if they were prepared in prineciple to do
thie they be invited to participate in definitive
drafting of ite terms. US representatives accepted
responelblligy for extending such invitiations at
appropriate time and for keeping governments to be
invited generally informed in meantime.

Treaty envisaged would be within framework of
UN Charter. It would be designed to fortify and pre-
sérve common western heritage of signatories and to
increase security of North Atlantic area. It is hoped
that treaty would serve this purpose by

1. Making war less likely trhough confronting
any poselble aggressor with evidence of collective
determination to resist attack on any part.

2. Providing for continuous and effective self-
help and mutual aid in order better to assure security of
area.

3. Providing for consultation on the requests
of any party in event of threat to or breach of peace.

4. Providing that in event of armed attack on
any party within area all parties would take such action

aeé might be necessary to restore and assure sgecurity of
area and

5. Providing for consultative machinery both
Political and military and in wich each party would be
represented to facilitate ite implementation.

There would thus be definite obligation to con-
tribute toward collective defense of area both before
and after armed attack had occurred by provision of
asslstance in keeping with resources and geographic
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STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL Pgge 2.

location of each party. Thie would not necessarily
involve in every case a declaration of war in event

of armed attack on another party and in deed treaty

would not provide that any country autometically de-
clare war in such contingency. In democratic countries
declaration of war is of course parliamentary prerogative.
Moreover in some ceses it might be more advantageous to
securlty of area as a whole if certaln countries did

not tecome involved in war unless directly attaecked.

It 18 hoped definitive drafting of the treaty
can be undertakne soon enoligh to permit its final
concluslion early in February. Wwe should be glad to
recelve orally and informally any vies which Icelandic
Government may wish to express concerning form and timing
of official approach concerning this matter. Similar
approaches will shortly be made to each of the govern-
menst named sbove. Relationship of Italy to proposed
pPact is Rtlll being studied and that government is
accordingly not being approached at this time. No
corresponding approach to Swedish Government is contem-
Plated. Should that government however déeire become

party to such treaty its participation would undoubtedly
be welcome.

Be1 80085
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LEGATION OF ICELAND
WASHINGTON 6, D.C.

G i

Many thanks for your informative letter of January
5th, which I received yesterday.

13th January, 1949.

As regards the Atlantic Security Treaty, I refer
to a long letter that I wrote you yesterday officially about
the matter, It explains the attitude of the Scandinavian
countries and I should not be surprised that the result of
the coming conferences between the three Scandinavian countries
willl be that Norway and Denmark become parties to the Atlantic
Treaty but Sweden remains alone and aloof., Norway is the keen-
est to Join the Atlantic group but Denmark does not dare to
risk the loss of goodwill in the United States and Britain,
which would ensue if she remains outside after Norway has
Joined the group.

Most of your remarks have been replied to in my letter
of yesterday. Therein I suggested that you send me some
specific questlons to take up with the State Department. I had
thought this might be a considerable preliminary step. However,
You remember in our conversation of the 8th of January, I sug-
gested the possibility of sending an important delegation to
the Flsherles Conference, which is to convene here on the 26th
of January. This delegation would officially be attending the
Fisherlies Conference but its real purpose would be to sound
the ground about the Atlantic pact.

I had in mind a delegation of leading politicians,
such as you have been sending to the United Nations General
Assemblles, It would be politically most convenient if a man
like Hermann could be on such an expedition and be involved
and made responsible from the beginning,

I now see from the telegram received this morning
that you have replied to the American Minister in Iceland that
you want more concrete information and that it would be advan-
tageous if matters "could be clarified in unofficial exploratory
talks between the Government of Iceland and representative or
representatives of the Governments who for considerable period
of time have been working on this proposall,
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I spoke to Hulley, who had received thls message
from Butrick., I asked Hulley if there were further explana-
tions from Butrick and he saild that Butrick suggested that
these consultations could take place elther in Reykjavik or
in Washington. I told Hulley frankly what I had suggested to
You 1in connection with the Fisherles Conference and he thought
that 1t was a good 1dea and wanted to talk with Mr. Hickerson
about it, However, I asked him to wait until the beginning of
next week because I was writing you a letter of explanation.

I would therefore appreciate that you call me on the telephone
as soon as possible after receipt of this letter and inform me
of your decision if you are sending a delegation here or not,

I could, of course, first place speciflic questlons
before the State Department here, as suggested in my letter of
yesterday, and the Delegation could eventually come later or
even might not have to come, However, I am inclined to think
it very important that Hermann be induced to come, which I think
he would be inelined to do, provided Olafur comes and some of
the leaders of the Social Democrats. This delegation would not
have to stay here long. They would take firm proposals home
with them, you could then decide quickly and the nation would
be faced with a resolution of its three leading political
parties.,

Personally, I think you are all too nervous about
military service and foreign troops in peacetime, Neither of
these wlll be asked. I think that the Icelandlic nation is
intelligent enough to understand that in case of war neutrality
does not exist, Modern warfare acknowledges no such ideals,
Therefore, i1n times of peace we have to think clearly and make
our preparations to be defended in the most secure way if it
comes to war,

Frozen fish: I have written a letter to the Ministry
explaining everything in connection with the sale of the frozen
fish., I think Mr. Butrick 1s over-nervous about the resentment
of some of the ECA men after they found out that they had paid
what they consider too high a price for the frozen fish, The
offer had, however, been before them for many months and Dr,
Fitzgerald finally took 24 hours to think it over if he wanted
to accept my price or not.

I do know that other Government agencies have criti-
cized Dr, Fitzgerald for acceptling the price but I have ex-
plained to them all that they were only paying what the Icelandic
Government had pald to the fishermen and what the British, French
and Czechoslovaks had pald to us. I have agreed that maybe at
the time the contract was closed the price was too high but I
have sald to the various Government officials, after my arrival

- - — e
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in Washlngton, that thls was no deal between flshmongers but H
1t was assistance by the U.S, Government to the Icelandic '
Government, particularly intended to increase goodwill in

Iceland towards the U.S. Government. Therefore, I warned them

to live up to their obligations and not to spoill what had already
been achieved,

I think, however, it is advisable to move cautlously
to have the quantity 1noreaaeé from the 6,700 tons that now are
being shipped. We should be thankful to get rid of that quantity
for thls over-price.and get the dollars,

I do not think that this deal has any influence on the
attitude of ECA or others about giving us a grant or a loan., The
only person that might regret the fish deal is Dr, Fitzgerald and
I shall show him due courtesy at an appropriate moment and in an
appropriate form.

It 1s other people who decide about the grant or loan
and when I saw Mr, Wayne Taylor on the 22nd of December (the day
of my arrival in Waahingto:§, he was most friendly and understand-
ing. T have since learned that it 1s the OEEC in Paris that has
found that Iceland 1s& being glven more favorable treatment than
other nations, However, it is still likely that we will get the
grant, at least partly.

This morning when I spoke with Mr, Hulley, I also
mentioned thls to him and he sald the State Department had recom-
mended at least a partial grant, I am seeing Mr. Wayne Taylor
tomorrow and will plead our case by showing that both Denmark

and Norway have got considerable amounts in grants whereas we
have received nothing so far,

But then I come to another point in your letter.
We are still considered to be so rich, Denmark and Norway they
sald suffered through enemy occupation during the war but Iceland
galned money and the Icelanders are today artificially maintaining
too high prices for their products and living on a higher standard
than they can afford. No wonder that Hans Andersen, who seems to
think that he dlscovered America during his errand here to
Washington, hears volces mentioning the high standard of life in
Iceland. Everybody here in Washington who knows anything about
Iceland knows this fact. And who can seriously protest it? If
anyone tries to, he might be referred to the most sensible New
Year®s article by Mr, Olafur Thors, leader of the largest politi-
cal party in Iceland, where this fact is plainly and courageously
demonstrated, Of course I try to tell people here that we are
poor and have suffered particularly through the falling herring
seasone, but I am afrald that the American Legation in Iceland
supplies ECA and the State Department with true information that
does not testify to our poverty.
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As regards the opposition of OEEC to our building 10
more new trawlers, I can only refer you to the report by the
Icelandic Minister in Paris, after the recent meetings of the
Fisheries Committee which took place there. It is the British,
not the Americans, who are opposing our increased flsheries and
it is only natural that they as our leading buyers warn us that
there are some limits to what we can expect to market.

I have on at least three occasions explained to leading
officials of ECA that we have the fisheries and nothing but the
fisheries to live on. That they must understand and acknowledge
i1f they want us to continue to exist, I said this to Mr,
Hoffman in my one and only conversation with him and I also
remember now that I sald this to MeNelll in one of my conversa-
tions with him in Paris. I even asked him, "What do you expect
us to do? Do you think we can grow oranges in Iceland?" Mr,
McNelll seemed to understand our attitude but he, as other
British politieians, naturally had to think of thelr own flsher-
men and trawler owners, who, of course, are interested in in-
creasing their activities. I do not think that there is any
doubt that the American authorities also understand that we
have to continue to produce fish but that does not mean that
no other countries are allowed to enter the plcture and to
satisfy thelr needs and ambitions in that respect.

Cn the other hand, the ECA people here have got reports
from the American Legation in ReykjJavik about statements by
Stefan Johann and Emil Jénsson, which have given the ECA people
the understanding that we expect that the purchase of the new
trawlers will be financed with ECA funds, This, of course, is
a misunderstanding as ECA funds are not availsble according to
the law to finance purchases in sterling in the sterling area,

I am writing a special letter &bout this explaining a conversa-

tion that Magnus V. recently had with a representative of the
Icelandic Pivision in ECA.

I note from your letter that Hans Andersen has talked
over the telephone with Benjamin Eiriksson, who is an employee
of the International Monetary Fund. It is no news that the
International Fund, as well as ECA, think that Iceland has to
put 1ts house economically in order. That is what the U.S.
Government has been trying to tell us for the last few years but
we have obstinately rejected and avolded any advice or interference
on thelr part., I shall ¢ontact Benjamin one of the next few days

to hear his ideas and will then report to you, if I find it worth-
while,

!
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SENDIRAD ISLANDS

Washington

Pb. &Y. S.A.2:
13. jandar, 1949,

Nr. 33.
Atlantshafe-bandalagld

I framhaldl af bréfi mfnu nr. 29 frd 12. bp.m., vil ég
geta pess, ad eg taldl rétt ad hringja I Ambasesador Kauffmann
og sk¥ra honum f trdnadi fré bvi hver varl brddabirgle afstala
rfkisst)érnarinnar til bessa mdle, sbr. sfmskeyti hins héa
rédSuneytis nr. 4 fréd 12. p.m. Ambasssdor Kauffmann pdétti vant
um, ad Ielendingar skyldu 1l4ta bpese getid, ad beir vildu rddgast
vid etjérn Norege og Danmerkur um bessi médl,

Ambassador Kauffmann skyrdl mér samtfmis frd pvi, ad
hann hefd3i f dag fengld fyrirmzll fré stjdérn einni um ad fara
‘a fund Mr, Hickerson og tilkynna, ad st)érn Danmerkur pakkadi
fyrir orSeendinguna fré 3. p.m. En par esem vidra=3dur ®ttu sér
enn 8tad € milll Nordurlandanna briggla, yrdi endanlegt svar
Danmerkur a8 dragast fram a8 e8a yfir 1. febrdar n.k. Mr.
Hickérson kvad pad edlilegt ad evo yrdi, en gat‘pesa ad nzetu
daga mundu adillar sdttmélans fjalla ndnar um einetdk atridi hans.
I sembandl vid bad, ad blodin reda n¥ um bad, hvort Nordurldndin
getl fengld bopn fréd Bandarfkjunum ef peu standa utan vid Atlants-
hafebandalagld, kvadet Mr. Hickerson telja mjog 6lfklegt a3 til
pess gztl komld. En eins og frd er skyrt f fyrra bréfi mfnu, er pad
grundvallur Nordurlanda-bandalagsing, og bad vidurkennt af Sllum
Nordurlondunum premur, ad slfkt bandalag eé bySingarlaust nema
vopn féist fré Bandarfkjunum. ¥irdist bvf ekki horfa venlega

um etofnun Nordurlanda-bandalageine eingdngu.

Me3 sérstakri virdingu
(sign) Thor Thore

Hr. utanrfkisrddherra
BJarnl Benedikteeron,
Reyk javik,
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UNITED NATIONS

405 East 42nd 8t.,
New York 17, N. Y.,

21 February, 1949,

Sir:

The Traneportatlon Division offers its
gervices to your Delegation to the Second part of the
Third Session of the General Assembly which 18 meet-
ing in New York on April 5, 1949,

At that time, New York hotels will be heavily
booked with four large conventions. Would you be so
kind as to let us know, as soon as possible, what
your requirements will be, s8tatling types of accomoda-
tion desired (suites, doubles, singles), also tenta-
tive dates,

I have the honour to be,
gir,
Your obedient servant,

(sd.) "F.J. Saunders",
Chlef, Transportation Divieion,

Legation of Iceland,
909 16th 8t,,
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Vo svacn . Gofluitins 5ah
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The military installations in Iceland are vital to the
securlty of Iceland and of NATO. The importance of these
installations 1s increasing rather than decreasing. The
maintenance and manning of these installations in a condition
of constant readiness during peace time 1s essential to the
security of the free world in maintaining a deterrent against
war and providing an important link in the early warning system.
If a general war broke out, there would be immediate need for
the installations in a state of readiness, both to defend
Iceland from the enemy and to provide & vital link in the entire
defense position in the North Atlantic. A key factor in this
respect 1s the difficulty involved in transporting forces,
equipment and supplies after the outbreak of war, in view of
the expected great demand for transportation at that time.

As a result of Iceland's strategic location, it is clear that

a high priority in enemy planning would be given to the occupa-
tlon of Iceland by enemy forces in the event of general warfare,
If such occupation were successful, the result would not only
be disastrous to the Icelanders themselves but also a serious
blow to NATO, since the territory could be used as a base to
cut vital NATO sea and air communications lines and launch
attacks against NATO nations in Western Europe and North
America,

Since the founding of NATO in 1949, the joint defense
position of the NATO nations, bullt on contributions uniquely
within each nation's capability, has not only deterred aggression
but has forced the U.S.S.R. to seek means other than general
war to pursue its objectives. The continuation of this defense
cooperation remains the surest way to avert war in the future.
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LEGATION OF ICELAND
WASHINGTON 8. D.C.

The United Nations General Assembly will, as you
know, reconvene in New York on April 5th, Olafur will have
told you that T wrote him privately and enquired about the
plens for sending delegates to this meeting. Personally, I
do not think ‘it 18 necessary that any delégates come from
Iceland ‘as the agenda of this meeting, which ls Just a don-
tinuation of 'the Paris Assembly, will be limited to a few items.
However, ghould it be found necessary or politically advisable
that a Delegation comee from Iceland to dlscuss with the State
Department Tceland’s adheérence to the Atlantic Pact, this would
be ‘an excellent ooportunity of getting the Delegation to the
Unlted States 1n a not too obvious way.

lst March, 1949,

I ‘expect 1t will 'be.my share to meet there in contin-
uation of the Paris conference and would appreciate your con-
firmation of that. 'No new credentials willl be required. Of
course; ‘it would be nice if you could come and attend the Agsembly
but I can imagine that the political developments in Ieceland do
not allow you to depart, ‘ & ' B 3

- Regarding the three iltems left on the agenday

(1)n Erggoa-ﬁgain - I have been given to understand that the

Unlted Statés and Britain would not mind that the resolution

- from 1946 be revoked and that normal dinlomatic relations be
re<established with Madrid. At present, as you know, there
are only Chargé d°Affalres in Madrid but the Western Powers
are now willing to send Ambassadors and Ministers there, It
eeems natural to me that we follow that line and in this con-
nectlon I should 1like to know what progress has been made
regarding aovvointing an Icelandic Minister to Madrid,

It 18 my understanding that the Western Powers do not favour
Spain®s admission to the United Natlons at this stage, and
in any case it would be vetoed by the Russians should such

a proposal be oresented, Our attitude would probably be to
abstain but ae you know such matters develop during discus-
s8lons and negotiatione behind the gcenes, and 1t is often
uselees to worry beforehand about what stand to take.,

(2) Indians in South Africa - We have in previous sessions taken
such flrm stands, both by voting and in speeches, that it
would be impossible for us to change our attitude snd there-
fore I find that we must support the Indlans, although I
must say I feel a 1ittle dublous about their case, particu-
larly when thinking of the great class distinction that pre-
vails in India,
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(3) Italian Colonies - The British have approached me to

- support them in obtalning trusteeship for Cyrenalca, .
e to which I understand the H4m Powers have agreed.

Furthermore, there is an agreement reached that Ethilopia

should be given access to the sea and I want to support |

that, as I think it is most reasonable considering the |

maltreatment Ethiopia has suffered by the Itallans.

In this matter, as in the case of Spaln, I think we can,

with good conscience, follow the stand of the United States }
and Britain, whereas in the case of the Indians in South |
Africa we will hold the opposite view to them. |

I expect that thie meeting in New York will take
at least one month but being in New York it is always easy to
be in contact with the Legation and should anything important
come up, for instance a conference about the Atlantiec Pact, I
can always go to Washington,

Ambassador Kauffmann about the Atlantic Pact. ~You are, of

course, aware what is happening in Denmark, where the Execu- \
tive Committee of the Social Democratic Party voted 50 to 1 R
last Sunday in favour of the Atlantic Pact. This means that

a great parliamentary majority ls secured as both the Con-
gervatives and Agrarians had previously expressed themselves

in favour of the Atlantic Pact. /BothiKauffmann and Morgenstierne ;
are now expecting 1nstruc§iqns-to‘exﬁrésé*twjthe‘state Department 1

I had a long conference this morning with #

the desire on behalf of their Governments to be ifivited to par-
ticlpate in drafting the Pact,

£, y

It i1s expected that such an invitgkibn-will'raaéiky#
be 1ssued as all the contracting countries arein favour of
including the Scandinavian countries, However, at a meeting
yesterday, Bonnet, the French Ambassador, raised objection in
the way that he suggested Italy should be invited to Join at
the same time as Norway. "To this all other countries Objected
and 1t 1s not expected that France willl create any difficulties.

It was my impresslon, speaking with Kauffmann,
that the Danes were somewhat annoyed over Norway’s actlon in
this matter., The Danes seem greatly to have preferred a
Scandinavian Pact and the Prime Minlster, Hedtoft, was strongly
in favor of that, but they feel that the Norwegilans did not
supprort them wholeheartedly. The Danes and the Swedes seem to
think that a Scandinavian Pact should have been presented to
the United States and Britain as a falt accompli and in that
case they think that they would have been able to obtaln arms
here, They feel that Dr. Lange’s visit to the United States
was premature but now 1t 1s clear to the Danes that they have
to follow Norway or otherwlse be completely and hopelessly

igolated.
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An agreement has now been reached between
Congress and the State Department and 1t 1s expected that
the draft will be made public perhaps sometime next week,
However, the eigning will likely not take place before the
end of March, Both the Danes and the Norweglans attach
importance to participating in the drafting of the Pact,
but I do not think that this. is of any Interest to us.
Therefore, we can walt to make our decision, 1f you in
Iceland consider it politically wilse on account of public
opinlon., I can, however, imagine that during the_ debate in
the Senate, the question will come up as to what Iceland is
dolng, Therefore, 1f you are prepared to make your decision,
I see no gain in walting, but this of course you know better
and in what way to make the decislon most favorably recelved ’
by the people,

As previously written to you, I am hopeful that
our special position wlll be respected and as we have no
armed forces that we will be allowed to express our condi-
tional adherence to the Pact as outlined in one of my previous
letters., But since I have not mentloned this to anybody, I
am in no position to predict if thie would be accepntable to
all contracting countries,

S
/6‘7".*- z;-zg,w |
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THE FORELGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

American Legation
ReykJjavik, Iceland
March 1, 1949,

Confidential

Dear Mr. Minister:

Early in January you informed me that a prominent
politicel figure had stated that Germany had no plane for
attacking Iceland during the last war.

Great quantities of German documente eeized by
the Allies have not been thorougly examined. However, in
the documents submitted at the Nurnberg trials published in
Naxl Conspiracy and regsion, there appeare in Volume 1,
Chapter IE enf*tled ==EauncEIng of Wars of Agrfession" a
document which was found in the files of the German Air
Force. Thils 18 a memorandum marked top secret from a
Major von Falkenstein of the General Staff who at that time
was the German Alir Force lislson officer with the Operations
Staff of the Army. The memorandum which Major Falkenstein
characterized as a !'brief resume of the military questions
current here" is dated October 29, 1940 and in Paragraph 5
it states: "The Fuehrer is at present occupled with the
questlion of the occupation of the Atlantic Ielande with a
view ot proeecution of war agalnst America at a later date.
Deliperatione on this subject are being embarked upon here,"

Sincerely yours

(eign) Richard P. Butrick

The Honorable
BJarnl Benediktsson,
Minister for Foreign Affaire,
Reyk Javik
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TOP SECRET

L tion
ﬁ%§§333?k,efge gn 5
March 9, 1949,

MEMORANDUM TO THE MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS:

Thﬁ following wae communicated to Minieter Thor Thors on March &,
1949:

"Certain information concerning the Washington discuselons
looking toward concluelon of the North Atlantic security arrange-
ment hae been given the Icelandic Government from time to time.
On January 3 we indicated that we should be glad to receive
informally any views which the Icelandic Government might wish
to express concerning the form and timing of an officlal approach
concerning this matter.

"The Norwegian Government hae declded to be an orig-
inagl slgnatory of the Pact and since March 4 has been par-
ticlpating fully in the dlsucceions. The Danish Foreign
Minister is arriving in Washington on March 10 with a view
to obtain full informatlon concerning the pact and, we
underetand, that Government also contemplates being an or-
lglinal eignatory.

"A draft text has now been agreed by the participante
in the Washington discussione. It 1e hoped that the eight
particlpating Government will reach agreement on it before
the end of this week and that as esoon ae such agreement 1ie
reached, the text can be communicated to the Icelandic, Dan-
ish, Portugmese and Italian Governments. It is contemplated
that the text will be made public on or about March 15. 1%
ie contemplated that about the time the text is made public
i1t will be announced that a conference for final consider-
ation and signature will be held in Washington about April 4,
with the participation of such Foreign Ministers as wish to
attend. The US Government would be gratified, and 1s con-
fident that the other partiéipating Governments would also
be gratified, should the Icelandic Government desire to be
an original signatory. It would, accordingly, welcome at
any time a viglt to Washington from any Icelandic representatives
which that Government might wish to send to discuss the
treaty, a8 the Minieter has previouely suggested.

"Ae 1t would be desireable to ennounce in the near
future, possibly on March 15, which Governmente were being
invited to be original signatories, an early indication
would be appreciated as to whether or not the Icelandic
Government wishes to receive such an invitation. Should
it desire an invitation, it would of course be welcome ta
particlpate in any discuselons which may be held here be-
tween the time of such an invitation and signature of the
Treaty."

TOP SECRET
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