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LEGATION OF ICELAND
WASHINGTON 6. D.C.

16, Jandar, 1948,

' '
439—3)-‘ Nnuy
.

Pa gladdi mig, er eg taladi vi#& big sfxast { London,
hinn 12, desember, um ba® bil er vi& vorum a® skrifa undir samn-
ingana um fisksdluna til Pfzkalands, a® pdi varst or#&inn an=g&ari
med b& en I upphafi. Eg er bess fullviss, a® okkur var mjog
mikill Avinningur af bvi a¥ né bessu samkomulagi, og a® viE megum
prisa okkur s=zla af verfa 4 undan vinum vorum Norsménnum og Donum,
sem bASir munu 6funda okkur og telja, a® vid hofum leikl® & DbA&.
Eg mun g}8ra nénar grein fyrir bessu f bréfi til réXuneytisins,
b.e.a.s, ef eg einhverntima kemst til a®& skrifa bad.

Vegna hinna sto®ugu ferSalaga minna, dregst baX, a® eg
fédi ré og n=81 til bess a¥ skrifa skfrsluna um General Assembly,
en ba¥f vergur mitt fyrsta verk, er eg kem fri Kanada { lok n=stu
viku. Eg sendil bér hér mes refur ber, { Islenzkri bdfSingu, sem
eg fluttl I Palestinunefndinni og allsherjarbinginu og nokkrar
skfringar me# peim. Vildl eg bidj)a ykkur Olaf a¥ r&8a bvi, hvort
ekkl veri rétt af birta pzr { blofunum allar efa einhverjar, pvi
asd bzr gefa bJé8inni nokkra bendingu um afstédu islenzku sendi-
nefndarinnar & pinginu. Ef ber elga af birtast vildi eg dska, ab
Pérhalli Asgeirseynl yrsi falis a8 sjé um bad verk, pvi eg hefi
1itla trd 4, a® Bjarni Gudmundsson gjori ba®d. Ennfremur sendi eg
mynd, sem tekin var, er eg flutti refu mina f Palestinu malinu.

Eg mun { dag bjé%a vinl minum, Dr. Acheson { lunch, og
reyna a f4 hann I 115 med mér um ba#¥, a® einhver vinveittur
Bandarikjama®ur versi sendur til Reykjavikur til a® taka pétt 1
samningunum um fiskver#i® til P§zkalands, Ut af pvi

o’ v % -~ e -
ist & 1 simtall nflega a® bakka bmrl fyrir for Dr. Acheson til
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London, vil eg skfra bér fré bvi, an eg hélt dinner honum til

|
|
:
heisurs heima hj)4 mér skSmmu eftir komu okkar hingas, og voru
bar, m.a. viZstaddir Mr. Hulley, sem nd er forstdfuma®ur Norfur-

)’ Evrépu deildar State Department og Mr. Raynor, sem var elnn af

fulltrdum Bandarikjanna hj4 United Nationse, og bd pekkir fré I
fyrra. Eg nota®i tekiferis til bess as f ara nokkrum lofsamlegum
orsum um Dr, Acheson og vindttu hans I gars Islemdinga.

Mér bpztti vent um af £4 fréd bér nokkrar linur vig taki-
feri, m. a. med skfringu um fravikningu Vilh. Finsen fri Stokk— |
hélmi, og hvesa dstesur ligu til pess, as Helgi Briem er for-
framafur til af veita sendirdsinu bar forstosu, og hvort bad er

|

um stund, esSa til frambidar. Eg bekki afrek hans, og velt ad

bjénustu af vita bad, a5 beir eiga viean frama hvernig sem belr

FcHa.Aw e
A !

I
|
{u' “'P‘L"’&‘ﬁ‘ o I
" bau eru ekkil astmfan. Pad er gott fyrir ba, sem eru { utanrikis-
i
slezpast og hversu pySingarlausir, sem belr eru.
Eg les pan { Pjdédviljanum, a¥ kreppan hefi brugsist,
og mega baf heita gé& tisindl. Svo virsist, sem blessud gfldin
sanni bas, af Islands hamingju verfur allt as vopni. Eg veit a®

pd Att I strongu ab strisa og déska bér til hamingju med pa8s, pvi

bannig muntu bezt una bér.

m)séﬁﬂﬂj Y, f},,}ﬂ 0L;f<ﬁuih.élr;H5L7
i | CYRe P dﬁé&qﬂi )"‘“7f“~€' Vegns cex - g% Chaecy
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AMERICAN EMBASSY
Stockholm, Sweden, January 22, 1948.

Dear Bjarni:

Thank you so much for your kind Christmas greetings.
If you are considering going to the O0slo meeting of
Scandinavian Foreign Ministers I hope it will be possible
for you and your wife to jump over and see us in Stockholm,

My wife and I are planning to return to the United
States in March by boat leaving the children here. We may
be returning by air in May and would like nothing better
than to stop over for a few days in Iceland, if that should
be possible.

Please give my regards to our mutual friends in
Iceland, I often look back on those happy days there.

Sincerely yours,

%«Mﬁj@h 7

His Excellency
Bjarnl Benedliktsson,
Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Reykjavik, Iceland.

FLS:meh
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SNORRENEMNDI

Adr.: Vestlandsbanken

Utanriksministar Bjarni Benediktsson,
Reykjavik.

lied dette sender eg hjarteleg takk for
mottekne jole- og nyttirshelsing, og samstundes takkar eg
for alt det som De gjorde til at Snorreferdi for nordmenn
til Island kunfie verta so vellukka som ho vart. Det var
el heilt ugldymande ferd for alle nordmenn som var med.

Eg sender Dykk og hjarteleg ynskje um
eit godt nyttdr med von um eit godt og lukkelegt ir for
Island i alle matar.

Med vyrdsam helsing
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LANDBRUKSDEPARTEMENTET

osLo. den 24, jannar 1948.

STATSRADEN TELEFON. SENTRALBORD
41 0080

Herr utmnriksminister Bjarne Benediktsson,

Reykjavik.

Idet jeg takker for den hilsen du sendte meg vil jeg sende
en tilbake og minnes den storartede mottagelse vi fikk i fjor
sommer p& Islandsturen,

Hiper & se deg og din frue pd Norgesbesgk en gang i inne-
verende &r. Min kone ber &4 hilse si meget:

Vennlig hilsen :

L)A£6Lm»— <53£é;°*f)i'
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‘Ref. 7. B, 1.
13, febrdar, 1948,

gz:ra F, Aﬁ Andersen,
argotu
Reykjavik,

Eg m6tték 1 ger bréf pitt, dags. 5. febrdar, bar sem
pd fer® fram A af f4 "fullnm=gjandi skfringar og rokatuﬁninf'
fyrir afeté®® minnl varSandi beisni pina um atvinnu hjA United
Nations. Enda bétt a® mér beri engin skylda til as gefa bhér
skfringar 4 stdrfum minum hér, get QE fdslega gefi® bér bA
einfoldu skfringu a® fri bvi, af ag ttl tal via piiai Lake
SBuccess, hefir einn af forst)érum United Nations t)A% mér, ad
kvétli Islands fyrir starfefélki hjA United Nations sé begar
fylltur, Kvétinn er semsé afeins einn, og er ba® talls, af®
ungfrd Kristin Bjérnddéttir, sem b6 hefir ekki hlotis betta
gtarf fyrir atbelna fslenzkra yfirvalda, hafi begar fyllt kvétann,
Pessu métmelti eg, er eg fyrir skdommu leita®i atvinnu hjé
United Nations fyrir mjog efnilegan ungan Islanding.

Mér skildist 4 pér, ad bd hefsir hug 4 bvi a® fara
heim til Islande og leita bér atvinnu bar, t. d. vis starfs-
semi flugvallarins sem békari og endurekofandi bar. Til bessa
hvatti eg big, og Attl eg tal vi¥ flugvallarstjéra Agnar Kofoed-
Hansen, og ba® hann persénulega a® greifa gotu bina.

Pd segir { bréfil pinu, a& pd viljir ekki a® Supplfetu
méli fella neinn dém um betta tilvik. P§ ert ausvitas fyllilega
sJAlfrd%ur um ba®, hvernig bd fellir bina déma, en minn démur
er sf, a® begar fieiri en einn Ialendingur szkja um storu hjé
United Nations, b4 Al{t eg ba® skyldu mina a® veita beim einum
mefm=ll, er eg tel an bezt sé { samremi vi& hagsmuni Islands,
og a® Igland megl hljéta sem meet gagn af etdrfum ums=zkjanda.

Varsandi skuld bfna vis mig er hess a® geta, af hdn
er engan veginn vixkomandi fJArmAlarAfuneytinu, bar sem ba® var
ekki fé rikissjéss, sem eg léna®il bér., Oskir bd hinsvegar ak
grei&a bessa upnh=f til rg&rnélaréﬁuneytislns, hefil eg ekkert
V12 batt a® athuga, enda bétt eg hafl ekki not fyrir fslenzkar
krénur.

Me#s kve# jum,
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LEG>ION OF ICELAND
WASHINGTON 6, D.C.

18, febrdar, 1948 |

[;;;:;g%v I/ka;&cf:

Enda b6tt siZasta bréf mitt um fisksdlu til Pfzkalands
gé, samkvemt 6sk binni, stila til rédBuneytisins, lzt eg bad
inn 1 betta umslag til bin.

Eins og eg skyrsi bér frad I simtali, tel eg Gitilokas,
a8 svo stoddu, ad f4 State Department til ad senda Dr. Acheson
t11 Islands aftur. Geta legld t1l bess persénulegar &st=8Sur,
a8 State Department finnist, a& bad hljéti a8 vera mogulegt as né
samningum &n bess ad madur utan utanrfkisbpjénustunnar burfl allt-
af af vera tilkvaddur.

Mér skildist a® heimkoma mfn { sambandi vi$ bessa samn-
inga vari bundin vi# heimfor Dr. Acheson, og leit raunar svo 4,

a6 b6 ad hann fmri, b4 verl bbarft ad eg veri { fylgd mes honum,

en eg barf ekkl ad taka bad fram, as ef as pd bskar aj eg komi,

bé legg eg af sta#,bétt eg purfi a& fara fétgangandi og hégrétandi!

En annars finnst mér, a¥ ba& getl veris naudisynlegra af hafa mig

{ Washington einmitt 4 meSan & samningunum stendur heima, bpvi as |
ef elnhver enusra skyldl koma & brASinn, b4 er rétt, a¥ eg fari

{ Btate Department og minni b4 enn 4 n¥ & fégru loforsin. Pa§ er

vist, af drslit samninganna velta 4 pvf, sem State Department segir

vis Foreign Office I London, en ekki & pvi hvernig samningamdnnum

Breta og Bandarfkjanna I Reykjavik fellur hvorum vi® hina. T

g
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Eg fer nt f kvold til New York til a& mmta 1 Little
Assembly, og bfst eg via; a8 peim fundi 1jdki £ aiaaafa iagi'fﬁstu-
daginn 27, Eg vers & Barclay Hotel eins og Aur, og EetQprd
alltaf néd til mfn par me& simekeyti ofia Bfmtall, F i

Hér med lat eg fylgja afrit af bréfi til Trimble, og
vona eg, ad bad hreinsi andrimsloftig. Eine og bi veizt, er mér
afar vel vis Trimble, og ?éit eg, a8 hann er okkur inniiééa»iﬁl-
viljasur.

Ennfremur sendl eg bér afrit af bréfi, er eg sendi
Franz Andersen sem svar vi# nokkud hortugu bréfi hans Gt af starfi
hjd 8. P, Hann segir a® pd hafir sagt &ér, ad eg hafl lagt alveg
4 m6tl umsékn hans, og er bad rétt, ad eg tel hann sizt hafa rétt,
fram yfir unga og efnilega Islendinga, til a8 taka stdsu hj4 8.P,
Eg hefi aldrei lofa® a gefa honum meSmali, og er eg alveg andvigur
bvi, a8 stodur hjé international stofnunum séu notaBar til a® dt-
vega hélfgerfum vandrafamdnnum atvinnu, eins og,bvI midur, hefir
stundum veris gert undanfarils.

Eg var mjog feginn pvi a§ hafa fengis allocation um
daginn fyrir a® heita mé ollum okkar porfum af smJorlikisolfum,
og er pvi bad vandamll dr sdgunni.

Eg sé 1 Pjésviljanum, as Stefén Jéhann & af hafa gefis
einhverja yfirlysingu um samstarf Islands vi# Vestur-Evrépurikin.
SBennilega er fregn PJéBviljens afboku®, en min vegna mztti hdn

gJarnan vera eonn. AndstmSurnar { heiminum verda greinilegri mes

hverjum degi, og bad bysir ekkert fyrir okkur a® vera mes nein
fleduletl I allar Attir. Gaman veri ad heyra fré bér vis tekiferi :

/
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hvernig forr&Xamenn bjésfélagsine hugea 1 bessum efnum, svo a :

eg getl tekis mina afstdmu og ékvarsanir dt fri pvi.

e stlam Leyho oo¥am o9

R e
KVJ ?,..n e Kaget /E
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17 February, 1948.

Mr. William C, Trimble,
Cha.rgé d’Affaires,

American Lagation,
REYKJAVIK, Iceland,

Dear William:

I was extremely sorry to learn a few days ago from
our mutusl friend, Bjarni Benediktsson, that some misunderstandling
geemed t0 hove arlsen in your mind because of my enquiry to Mr,
Hulley some darys ago regarding the appointment of an American
Minister in Reykjavik. . |

I was particularly sorry to learn this because as
you know I always hold you in the highest esteem and conelder
you to be one of my best friends here in Washington. Therefore,
I hope that you at no time thought that I was trylng tc have the
State Department accelerate the arpointment of a Minister in
Reyk Javik becsuse I felt anybody elee would do better there than
you are doing.

I want you to know that I have at all times and
with everyone explained how popular you are in Iceland and that
you enjoy the friendship and econfidence of everyone there. This
I have told Mr, Cumming, Mr. Morgan, Mr. Hulley, Dr. Acheson and
many of the United States”’ delegates to the United Nations.

1.et me now explain that before Cumming went to
Stockholm, I suggested that the State Department should be in
no hurry to appoint » Minister in Reykjavik because you were
doing eo0 well there., Cumming entirely agreed with that and said
the only reason for delaying the appolntment of a Mlnister in
Reykjavik was that they wanted to give you a chance to be 1n
charge of the Legation there alone.

: Then on the 30th of August I had Mr., and Mrs, Morgan
to dinner and Morgan told me that they were contemplating appoint-
ing 2 Minister in Iceland and in any case that would take place
before the end of 1947, I explained again to Morgan that we felt
there was no reason to hurry this.

At a dinner party for Dr., Acheson in my home on the
19th of Deecember, Hulley began to talk about the appointment of
a Minister in Reykjavik and he sald that this would soon be
effected and they had three men in mind, whose names, at that
stage, he could not mention to me.
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I repeated to Mr, Hulley that we were fully satlsfled
with you but as you fully understand it is not up to the
Icelanders to protest if the United States appoints a full
Minister to Reykjavik.

When I have mentioned to the various officials that
they should appoint you as Minister, they have all sald that
you laeck the seniority required by rules of the State Department.

Then finally when I saw Hulley a few days ago, asking
that Dr. Acheson be sent to Iceland, the mentioning of the
appointment of a Minister in Reykjavik was only a natural con- ,
tinuation of our gonversation in my home in December. MNr. Hulley f
explained that they now had only one man under consideration but
%t was 8till strictly a secret and he could not mention the name
0 me,

I hope the roragoinf has convinced you that I have at
alllzimen explained to the offielals our desire to have you in
Ieeland,

Now as regards Dr. Acheson’s proposed visit to Iseland,
thls hae only been suggested on the basis that the finsl negotia-
tions in Iceland would be a mere continuation of the negotiations
in London in December. It was, therefore, most natural that Dr.
Acheson ghould be present. This I explained at = meeting in the
State Department yesterday, where there were present, besides Mr.
Hulley, Mr, Wisner, Deputy to Assistant Seeretary Saitzman, who
is in Burope, Mr, Lewis and another gentleman. I made 1t quite
clear that the Icelandic Government had complete confidence in you
and that we knew that you would do everything to have the negotia-
tlone brought to a econelusion which would satisfy us, but I main-
tained 1t was desirable that Dr. Acheson come to your gggig%gggg
because of his great responsibility in connection with the London
agreement.

Mr, Wisner made 1t clear that the State Department 4id
not desire to send Dr, Acheson. His migsion had been finished and
he was not available from his duties at the George Washington
University. Furthermore, Mr, Wisner told me tha you had been in-
structed to sit in on the negotiations as an observer and to report
to the State Department should the negotiations take an unfavorable
turn.

I agreed that this should be sufficient if the instruc-
tlons to you were repeated to show how interested the State
Department 1s that this agreement i1g brought to a favorable con-
clusion, Furthermore, I expressed the desire that the British
were agaln told of the interest of the State Department in this
matter. Mr, Wisner said that his Government had keen and con- ,
tinulng interest in this agreement,
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I tried to explain to the meeting that failure to
reach a favorable agreement in ReykJjavik would have a
dlsastrous effect in Iceland and would geriously hamper the
Government and those foreces who want 1t to be known in
Iceland that we have friende here in the United States. You
will no doubt receive a report of this meeting and I know it
1s elear to you, more than anyone else, how important the
negotiations in ReykjJavik will be,

ﬁersonally, I am happy that Dr., Acheson is not goling
to Igeland because the Government wanted me to accompany him,

but I see no reason for my going to Iceland at present and
have no desire to do so,

I hope that you and all your famlly are well and send
kind regards to lrs, Trimble and your children from Agista and
all of us here, I do not think I have had the opportunity te
thank you for your hospitality to my son Thor during his stay
in Iceland last summer,

Kind regards,

Sincerely yours,

VA
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LEGATION OF ICELAND
WASHINGTON 6, D.C.

27. marz, 1948.

45:21:93 p Vql;tgxt

Hér mes sendl eg bér loks bad, sem eg leyfi mér
a8 kalla skfrelu um storf sendinefndarinnar & allsherjar-
inginu s.l. vetur. Eg A1{t bad gjorsamlega pfSingarlaust
a5 fara a5 skrifa eins og vis gjdrSum I fyrra, hvas gjord-
igt & hverjum degi I hverri nefnd. Pad er engum til upp-
1¥singa frekar a® visa almennt til pingskjelanna. En 1
samfésl vis pilg taldi eg ®skilegt ad gefa ad nafninu til
einhverja skfrslu, enda p6tt vitad sé, as enginn nennl a8
lesa hana. Eg bi& big a& athuga hvort bér finnlet rétt,
ag, hinir brir fyrrverandidundirriti skfrsluna, og venti
eg b4, ad pd lAtir réduneytid sjé& um pad.

Nd purfum via ad fara ad koma ar okkur fyrir
bors I sambandi vis Marshall-planis, og verda bad margar
og miklar skfrslur, sem sendird®i& hér barf as dtbda 1
sambandi vis pas, elns og bd munt sjé af ploggum belm,sem
vis begar héfum sent heim. Allt verdur bpetta ad ganga I
gegnum State Department hér og sendirédis, enda eru lykl-
arnir af fjérhirzlunum hér, og hérna verBur hin endanlega
4kvorsun tekin. Valinn vergur hér hinn nfji Administrator,
sem enn er ekki vitasd hver verdur, en bilst er vig a8 versil
Will Clayton, fyrrverandi Undersecretary of State. Eg er
honum persdénulega kunnugur, og velt eg, ad hann er okkur vin-
veittur. Mér finnst, ad fyrst I stas elgum vis af gefa upp
nokkra farma af kornvorum, t. d. einhverja stéra afskipun,
og lAta borga bad af peningunum fré Marshall-planinu. Pad

'd
losar okkar féu dollara til innkaupa & fmsum smévérum og
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P& finnet mér, a¥ bas eigl as vera stefna okkar af f4 sem mest
af dollurum fyrir afursir seldar { Evrépu. Bretar, sem af f4
biljénir dollara gefins eSa a® 14nl Arlega, geta vel greitt
okkur eltthvas f dollurum, og getur State Department haft &hrif
& bas. Ennfremur s=ttum vis a5 f4 eitthva’s af dollurum fyrir
Pyzkalandsfiskinn, ef einhverntima er hmgt a8 ganga fré pvi
méli. I pvi sambandi vij eg skfra bér fra bvi, as eg hefi
stodugt samband vis Dr. Acheson og State Department um bas,

—_——

& hvern hdtt er hmgt as hafa Ahrif 4 Bretann, og vonum vi3 nd,
ad hann fallist 4 siBasta tilbo8 ykkar um £40 fyrir tonnis.

P4 finnst mér, ag vid elgum a8 telja upp hvasSa naussynlegar
framkvemdir purfa af gerast & pessu og nzsta &ri fyrir Marshall
peningana. Eg mgn eftir Aburdarverksmifjunni og sementsverk-
smijunni, og hétells versur af koma lika. Pa# er a8 verlia

ad skandalaméli. En rétt & 11tis er ba®d upphaf a8 nfjum at-
vinnuvegl, sem getur fzrt okkur mikla dollara. Vi3 skulum
Imynda okkur, a# viZ burfum 6 miljénir dollara & fyrsta &ri

t1l kaupa & naudsynjavorum, og adrar 6 miljénir til pess a8

koma I framkvemd naudsynlegum sérstokum fyrirtzkjum. Purfum

vl eifan ad semja sérstaklega vi5 Administrator og State
Department um pa®, hvort petta skuli vera lin eSa framlag
beirra, og finnst mér, a® vig Akvordun bess getum vid haft
nokkud t11lit til bess hvad adrar bpJ68ir gjora. Eg atla pvi
ekkl ad sla neinu fram um betta ad svo etdddu, en mun skrifa
bér nénar um petta. ;

Lénsbei®nin hJ4 Export-Import Bank gengur sinn efli-
lega gang, og ventl eg a¥ fA svar innan 2ja vikna. Vona eg,
af bar tver miljénir, sem vid hofum farid fram & versi okkur
velttar. Eg er af vima af dtvegun Qtflutningsleyfis fyrir
skipi®, sem nd hefir verid keypt.

Little Assembly kemur saman o&ru hvoru, en eg hefi

ekkl mett bar sidan Kéreum&lid var til medferdar, bar sem eg
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hefl ekki tali® pSrf 4 pvi. Eg bfst vis ad purfa af mzta 4
fundum bar I aprfl og maf, og verdur fundarseta min a5 fara
eftir bvi, hvort eg Alft, a® m&lid hafi b¥singu fyrir Island,
en hitt ber einnig a8 varast, af svo geti 1itis it, sem vid !
séum af koma okkur undan bAtttSku eins og Rissarnar gjdra al-

glorlega.

Palestina er nd aftur eama Sgurlega vandamdlis og

fyrr, og er bad Bandarfkjunum fyrst og fremst as kenna. MA4l-
15 er ekki lengur vandamAl United Nations , heldur fyrst og .
fremst Bandarfkjanna. Fyrir bpeim eru annarsvegar Gysingarnir,
einkum f New York , og hinsvegar olfulindirnar i Arabaléndunum.
Eg hefi 1itla trd 4 bvi, a® aukafundur CGeneral Assembly leysi
m&1lis, en verdi slfkur fundur kalladur saman burfum viy a8

h\a}a nasl ‘
Plezidn

mzta.

jéml. eal
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