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Trana’armél .,

Herra utanr{kisréiherra!

AS beidni ¥inni hef ég asamt J6nil Sigurissyni,
framkvemdast jora Alty3usambands lslands og Hallgrimi Dal-
berg, fulltriua { félagsmélardjuneytinu, gert *& skyrslu,
sem her fylgir,

Var verkaskiftingln %annig al Dalberg tb0k saman *ann
kafla, sem lysir afskiftum félagsmdlaréfuneytisins af hessum
malum, en vid Jbén afskiftum Al*§iusembandsins og starfsmanna-
félagsins og um &standlh eins og *a’ hefur veris & Keflavikur-
flugvelll og er { dag. Okkur er 1jost, sem h3fum unni’ a$
tessu ad skyrsla *ess! er alls ekk! tz=mandl, enda ekki beint
=tlast til %ess, eftir *v{, sem mér skildist, enda hef’i
sli{kt orsi% mikid verk. 6 h8fum vi3 leltast vi3 a3 taka
*a8 helsta fram, gengl’ framhjé *vi, sem talist g=ti persdnu-
legt og reyut a3 fordast adeilu & einn e%a annan, eftir ®*vi
sem h=gt var.

Pad sem tilheyrir hinum 1li’ne tima, er byget & ymsum
gdgnum, sem eru { vdrslu Al*$3usambandsins og félagsmalaraiu=
neytisins, og erum vid, hver okkar sem er, eja allir samelgin-
lega, reijublnir til ad leggje Pessl skjBl & bordi’ ela lt-
skyra elnstaks hluta skfrslanna, sé “ess OskaB,

bab, sem ad minum démi mest ri’ur 4 nl fyrir Framsbknar-

flokkinn, elns og *essum milum er hatta’, er a’ unnt reynist
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ad koms & eluhverjum breytingum til bLatunadar sem allra
fyrst, %vi annars er hett vi3 a3 folki¥ missi tréna &

tad ad nokkur breyting ver’i og had Gt af fyrir sig mundi
gera erfidara fyrir ef starfsfOlki) snérist & moti helm,
sem ay “Tessum malum elgs ab vinna.

Eftir *elm viAbr8gium, sem eg hefl strax orjih var
vi’ & Keflavikurflugvelll hja Sjalfst=)ismdnnum er aulvitad
a3 %elir hafa hug a4 ad gera sitt til a’ ekki takist ad dbreyta
miklu til batna’ar %ar og er &g fyrir mitt leytl samf=riur
um a3 *al verAur erfi’ara verk en flesta mun gruna a’ koma
*essum malum { se=milegt horf. Eitt er vist og mun koma
fram ad ef ekkl tekst a) hafa fyllsta samstarf vi} Al*§Su-
sambandi’ og med %heilm samtBkum, sem fyrir hendi eru hja
£olkinu sjélfu a Keflavikurflugvelll, verda bessi mal ekki
leyst svo vel farl, ekkl si{st megar vitad er fyrirfram hvad
Sjalfstedismenn =tls sér og varle léta kommarnir sitt eftir
liggja.

Mér er 1j6st a¥ okkur hefur ekki tekist ! skyrslu
tessari, ad lysa adstandinu *annig a3 vid lestur hennar kemi
raunveruleikinn { 1j6s, a3 81lu leyti eins og hann er, Pvi
mijur. Astandi’ er ad ymsu leytl enn alvarlegra enda er ekki
*vi a3 leyna a¥ %*ad éstand, sem *erna hefur skapast, sem
hefur verld fyrir refildoém Islendinga sjdlfra, hefur veri’ og
er eln hin mesta grdéirarsti{a komminista. N3rg demi eru til,

ad sotsvartir fhsldsmenn hafa or%i’ %arna ad komministum a
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3 til 4 méanudum og veri P4 ésteda til ad =tla &b mér og
minum likum yr3i hett, sem hafa verid atadir Ot med komma-
nafninu svo arum skiftir og jafnvel af okkar eigin flokks-
m3nnum,

Par sem mér er 1jbst, a3 framt!’ Pramsdknarflokksins
er urdir *vi komin, hvort tekst a® koma *essum malum { semi-
legt lag eBa ekki, vil &z legegja aherzlu &, a¥ %a’ barf a’
hefjast handa eins £1jétt og mbgulegt er, *vi £O1kiX er ®egar
ordil orolinmdtt a3 bija eftir ah f4 ajstod til a’ né rétti
s{num. Ennfremur %arf ad velja menn { Tessi stérf, sem ekki
hafa ord & sér fyrir a% vera, hvork! ofstekismenn gegn hinum
erlendu mdnnum, e3a sérstakar undirl=zgjur efa dirkendur teirra,
hvort heldur sem veeri mundl gera %eim erfiviara fyrir, jafnvel
o %elr gerdu sitt besta. Ennfremur veri varhugavert al
taka menn, sem eru 6kunnugir Fessum malum, sé annars nokkur
kostur.

Bg for &4 fund allra rd8herra Framsbknerflokksins |
sumer til aj reda vid BPA um Tessi mal og gefe Teim yfirllt
yfir hvernig &standl® var *&. P& var rstt um Yann ndgulelika
| ad Framsbknerflokkurinr tzki *ess! mal ! slnar hendur. HvSttu

Felr mig ellir ti1l a8 verda vih beldn! Al“{Susambendsins ah
| vera tranalarme’ur *ess & Keflavikurflugvelli, med hiiysjén
| ef *vl, ad floxkurinn tekl Keflavikurflugvellarmdlin { sinar
’ hendur, sem hann hefur nQ gert, Er ég minnlst fyrst 4 vinnu-

tap mitt { *essu sambendi kvaj fyrv., forsstisrélherre, a

- Einkaskjalasafn Bjarna Benediktssonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur



tad skyldi vera séd fyrir *vi aj &g feng! %ad bett, Af
Pessum sbkum hefi ég *rmlast { *essu um rimlega tveggla
manada skeld, eda sifen ! jUl{-byrjun, 4n *ess aB nokkud
yr3i gert | ®essum mAlum frekar. 1 framhaldi af *essu

sagdi ég vid radherrana og (sic) ég byggist a’d visu ekki

vid ad miki® yrii gert med miner ti1118gur ! *essum malum

um mannaval eja annad, sem *essum malum vijkemur, S8gdu
Peir *& allir ad Peir myndu einmitt gera mikid me’ Pad vegna
mins kunnugleika. Nefndi ég *& J8hannes Dllasson og betti
tvi vi5, ad honum tryesti ég best, vegna fyrrl kynna og ef
ég sterfadl ad “essum mélum ver! mér mikils virsi, hverjir
teir menn vmrﬁ sem Pessi verk mttu ad inna ef hendl, enda hafa
beir Jbhannes og Dalberg veri’ minir lsgfredilegu radunautar
og hjalparhellur, “egar *ess hefur burft meS. Tetta taldi
ég rétt ad kemi hér frem 1lka. Tvi er ekki a® leyna a¥

Hallgrimur Dalberyg er sa majur, sem kunnugastur er 8llum
tessum mélum og hefur synt *e’ 1f{ka { verki, a3 hann veri
1iklegastur allrs manne ad gera gd3a og stdra hlutl & Kefla-
vikurflugvelll, *jé8inni til gagns og sbma, tel &g mi8g ver-
hugavert og varla verjandi, ef ekki verdur einmitt leitad til

slikra manna,
Eg mundi engu kvi3a ef Jbhannes og Dalberg fengjust
til ad taka “essi vandaverk s sér. Folki’ 4 Keflavikur-

bbt—u.q
flugvelli treystir Wessu, *vi teir hafa adstodad okkur og vij
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Fekk jum *4, Telr eru meir inn { *essum mAlum en adrir og gmtu
tvi hafist strax handgog ég veit 1{ke a¥ Al*yBusambandi3 mundi
telje, ad Feir séu frekar 1lklegir en flestir a’rir ab koma
bPessum mélum { semilegt horf, og *vi standa med Feim.

Ef “essi hAttur yrdi & hafdur er ekki 6liklegt ad
frekars ssmstarf verl hugsanlegt milli Framsoknarflokksins
og AR y3ufiokksins { natnni fremti{d. Ekkil einu sinni ad
rfessum malum yrdl nokkurnveginn tryggd g6b mélalok, heldur
fewru allir frjdlslyndir umbbétamenn a’ eygja hib‘lang*réaa
takmark, ad yfirrad Ihaldsiné: veru bratt 4 enda { okkar landi.
Ef hillti undir *ad langtréda takmark, mundu hinir ungu vor-
menn fslands hefje nyja sbkn, til &3 né takmarkinu, 81llu
vinnandi folki til blessunar og *& mundi Framséknarflokkurinn

verje sterkeri en nokkurn tima fyrr. Ekki veldur sa er varir.

Meh flokkskvedju,
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Sovétrikjanna. Hef6i flugmdlastjéri veri6 { sambandi vid
rdssneska sendird6is { Reykjavik pessu vibvikjandi.

Eg man pad vel, ab ég 1ét ord falla vibé Harald
vié petta tmkifmri, ad mér pmttl petta dvenjuleg afgrelbsla,
ab rissneska sendirddid stedl { beinl sambandi vis flug-
mélastjéra um mil sem petta, Ennfremur man ég ab ég
spuréi Harald, hvort skilja bmri tllkynningu flugndlast jéra
svo, abd hann verl ad Oska heimildar rdbuneytisins til ab mega
hefja vibrmbur eystra um loftferbasamning, xp¥{ ef svo vari,
pyrfti rdbuney.i6 aubvitad ad fjalla betur um mdlid og
sjélrt a6 dkveda, hvernig pab vildi haga vantanlegum
samningum. ¥xxiamd Haraldur skfrdl mér fré pvi, ab hér
veri ekki um annad ad reda en tilkynningu fré flugméla-
stjéra um ad hann hef6i #Akvedid ad fara til Moskva til
ad reba vid starfsbrdbur sinn par. T8k ég b3 skyrt fram
vi6 Harald, abé samkvamt bpessu varli hér um ferd ab r=0a,
sem utanr{kisrébuneytinu veri Svibkomandi, enda su ferd
ekki farin samkvamt beléni ebz { umbobi pess rdduneytis.
byrfti m.a. a6 hafa pat { huga, ef ské kynnl, ab ferfa-
kostnabdarreikningur kynni s{8ar ab bersst fré flugmélastjéra.

fg taldi { sjélfu sér ekkl Seblilegt, a6 fiugmila-
stjéri fmri pessa ferd, samkvamt fyrirlagi flugmilaréb-
herra og { samrd8i vi® Flugridd, en hér veri um mil ad
reba, sem ekkl vsri enn komi® til kasta utanr{kisrdbuneyt-
isins, og utenr{klsrfduneytid 1éti ekki frekar til sin
taka, fyrr en samningaviSrsbur hsfust milli fulltria
bess og sovézkra stjérnvalda.

A6 sjd1rsbgbu mun ég hafa fallizt &, ab
utanr{kisrdduneytis sendi s{mskeyti til sendirdbsins {
Moskva til ad skfra frd, ad flugmdlastjéri verli pangad
ventanlegur og a8 dtvega byrfti honum hételherbergi.

Med sérstakri vidingu,

sign. Heurik Sv. Bjdrnsson.
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ARNASON ;

MR. BENEDIKTSSON:

ARNASON:

MR. BENEDIXTSSON:

ARNASON :

MR. BENEDIKTSSON:

ARNASON 3
MR. BENEDIKTSSON:

7]
——

Mr. Benediktsson, can you tell us something about the way in which
Iceland's foreign affairs have been conducted? I mean the simple
mechanics of handling these affairs.

That is quite easy. As you know, the same man is king of both
Iceland and Denmark. Until 1918 Iceland was treated as part of the
Danish kingdom, and it was only at that time that Denmark regggnized
Iceland's independence. Under the Union Laws of 19818, the king still
maintained sovereignty over Iceland; and Denmerk continued to conduct
our foreign affairs. However, no act of foreign diplomacy on
Iceland's behalf was valid without the consent of the Icelandic
government.

What happened to this arrangement after the Nazis invaded Denmark?

In order that the provisions regarding the functions of the king and
the diplomatic service could be fulfilled, it was, of course,
necessary that there should be unbroken contact between the two
countries. When the Germans invaded Demmark on April 9, 1940, the
contact was broken. Moreovey from that date, the Danish king and
government were prisoners of the invading forces. Under such
conditions it was out of the question that they should continue
discharging their functions in Icelandic diplomatic and administrative
affairs.

What action did Iceland teke in the face of this situation?

The Icela ndic nation had, first, to meke temporary provisions for
taking into their own hands the sogereignty of the king and foreign
diplomatic representation. This was accomplished by a resolution

of the Althing on April 10, 1941 - that is, on the day after the
German invasion of Denmark,

That wes pretty quick work. What did the provisions involve?

To begin with, it was decided that the Icelandic government, which
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MR. EENEDIKTSSON:

ARNASON 2

MR. BENEDIKTSSON:

ARNASON :

MR. BENEDIKTSSON:

at that time consisted of representatives [from the three major
political parties, should take over the functions of the king.

A year later, on May 17, 1941, it was decided to appoint a Regent,
and in accordance with that decision Mr. Sveinn Bjornsson was
chosen on June 17, 1941.

At the same time Iceland had to build up a diplomatic service
in the midst of war conditions; and Ministers have been appointed
to Weshington and London.

Tell me, Mr. Benediktsson, as an authority on international law, what
is your opinion as the constitutionality of Iceland's actions in this
crisis?

According to the letter of the constitution and the Union Act,
these arrangements were, of course, not authorized. Few, however,
doubt their legality. Had they not been made, then all administrative
affairs in Iceland and its relations to the outside world would have
been paralyzed. For instance, the agreement with the United States
concerning the defence of our country could not have been made by the
Icelandic government. America would have had to negotiate with the
Danish Minister of Foreign Affairs and the king at Copenhagen - and
both of these are under the iron heel of the German invaders.

That would have been a fantastic situation. Certainly America
gseems to have recognized the need of your actioms.

The agreement with the United States, which is the most significant
participation of Iceland in international affairs up to this time,
is based directly on the fact that both the sovereignty of the king
and the Union Act are, at least for the time being, ineffective.

The United States, moreover, in this agreement committed itself to

the recognition of the full independence and sovereignty of Iceland.
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ARNASON: That fact everyone is well aware of. But, I imegine the arrangements
made up to this time concerning Icelandic affairs camnot be considered
a&s permenent.

MR. BENEDIKTSSON: No, the provisions which were made on April 10, 1940, and the election
of a Regent were temporary expedients. They in no sense represent the
final decision as to the form of administration the country should have
in the future.

ARNASON: Could you enlarge on this question a bit, Mr. Benediktsson. It is one
of interest to all of us.

MR. BENEDIKTSSON: The Althing maintained that Iceland has already secured the right to
establish a permanent form of government, as the Union Act with Denmark
is in reality out of force owing to Demmark's inability to fulfil its
provisions. A finel decision on this matter has, however, been held in
abggance, for two reasons. The first of these was that the British
occupation was not achieved through agreement with the Icelandic government;
and it was not considered wise to make decisions about the independence
of the country under such conditions. This reason automatically ceased
to exist when the agreement with the United States for the military protection
of Tceland came into effect.

ARNASON And what was the second reason?

MR. BENEDIKTSSON: The second reason is that, according to the Uniom Act itself, Iceland
has the authority to terminate the agreement with Denmark after the end of
December, 1943 - that is, at the end of this year. The Althing has repeatedly
declared that this authority will be used - and that next year Iceland will
become a republic instead of a kingdom.

It has been considered proper, partially because of the wish of the

United States Government, not to sever the connection with Denmark formally,

nor to conclude arrangements for the esteblishment of an Icelandic republic

until the actual time specified - that is, until 1944, But 1t 18 taken
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MR. BENEDIKTSSON: for granted that this will be done then, and the new constitution, which
has already been drafted, will go into effect not later than June 17
of next year - that is on the birthday of Iceland's national hero,
Jon Sigurdsson.

ARNASON: That event will give Iceland's national day even greater significance
than it now has.

HMR. BENEDIKTSSON: Yes, it certainly will. It may seem ridiculous that so small a
nation as the Icelandic one should desire to exist as an independent
state. But we have our own country, language, and nationality. And
the dearly bought experience of past centuries, when the country was
treated as & colony and exploited to the detriment of its people,
has convinced the Icelanders that their progress and prosperity are
in direct relation to their liberty - their independence.

ARNASON: There can be no question about that - certainly not in the minds
of Americans, whose bitter fight for their own independence has made
them cherish it and understand and applaud the spirit of liberty in
other peoples.

It must be particularly difficult for Iceland to be deciding its
future in the face of such a world crisis as the present.

MR, BENEDIKTSSON: It is, and it has been the experience of the Icelanders in the
past that whenever world affairs have taken a serious turn, their
peculiar political status has occasioned added difficulties. It has
been so in this war. It was so in the first world war, and it weas
80 during the Napoleonic wars. At that time the people of Iceland were
saved from starvation only by the exceptional good will of the
British - in spite of the fact that they were then at war with Denmark -

to which Iceland was considered to belong.

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarna Benediktssonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur



ARNASON :

e

And now, lr. Benediktsson, do you have anything you would like to say

concerning Iceland's plans for the future?

L1 VR A

MR. BENEDIKTSSON: Only thatLIcela.ndeesire( above all friendly cooperation with other

ARNASON:

ANNOUNCER:

nations. They desire to have a fixed form of government before the war
is over so that they will have the final voice in the arrangement of
their own affairs at the peace table.

Those are desires in which Americans heartily conmcur. Thank you

very much, Mr. Benediktsson. It has been a pleasure and an honor to

bave you with us today.

Listen next week at this same time for another Interview on Iceland.
At that time our guest will by Mr. Olafur Thors, member of parliament,

and former Prime Minister, who will tell us something about Iceland's

econaomnics.
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Undanfarin 4r hefur verid leiltast vid

al hafa sem sllra ndnest camstarf milli 196-
rabisflokkanna briggjs - eda belrra, sem sam-
méla hafa veril um sameiginlegz utanrikisstefnu

- um utanr{kismdl og sérstaklega varnarmélin.
betts hefur m.a. komid fram { pvi, &l engum
s1lfkum médlum, sem nokkra b§dingu gete haft,
hefur verid ré8id til lykta efe af hdlfu utan-

rikisréfherra ratt um bsu 4 almennum vettvangi,

nema 1 fullu samrddi vid rikisstjébrnina { heild
og bar til skipada fulltria flokkanna.

An tilverknadar utenrikisrélherra, ;
enal audskildum &stzdum vard betta samsterf
nokkru erfidaras en ella 8§ nmstu vikunum fyrir
kosningarnar nd { sumar. I bessum mflum skapast
hins vegar stddugt ny vilhorf, sem taka Parf
£111it til. Sem de=mi um ba® mé nefna hina nfju
stefnu, er tekin var £ Atlantshafsrédsfundinum.

{ vor ad drage fr hrala varnarfremkvamdanna.
Ennfremur naudsynina 4 al haga verkamannafram-
boll til Veflavikur { semremi vid barfir ate
vinnul{fsins hverju sinni og margt fleira. 1

M.a. af bessum Astzdum vakti S3j41f- '
stedisflokkurinn athygli 4 [vi strax ad aflokn-

unm kosningum i sumar al brfn naulsyn veri &
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} ‘ &8 hraba myndun nyrrar rfkisstjérnar, pvi ad i
§ melan stjbrnarmyndun stéd fékest mjog treg- J

b lega samstarf um lausn abksllandi vandaméla,

bsés m. varnarmila. |
Vid stjérnermyndunina ver b-eir.l:{’nis ‘

um ba® samid milli stjérnarflokkanna, ad ©ll

meirihéttar utanrikis- og Varnérmél yrou r=dd {

rikisstibébrninni ABur en beim veri rd8il til

lykta. Svo var og dkvelil, ad skipud skyldi

nf varnarmidlenefnd med fulltrfium 1¥ir=disflokk-

anna brigeja, ad visu med nokkud breyttum verk-

' efnum frd pvi, sem veril hafdi. 1

| bratt fyrir petta 1ifu sex vilkur svo,

al utanrfkisré8herra hafli ekkert samrdd vid

rikisstjérnina { heild um varrarmélin né gaf

rébherrum Sjélfst=8isflokksins kost 4 ad
fylgjast mel neinu, sem { peim gerdist.

AY pessum tima lifnum afhenti r4d-
herran & rikisstjérnarfundi nokkrar tillsgur
um varnarmélin. TillSgunum var { meginstridum
tekid vel af Sjé1fst=lismbnnum, sem beger {1
stell syndu vilja sinn til ad r=da ber efnis-
lega, en benta &, al 6vist varl, hvort buid
verl af athuga 611 atrili beirra til hl{tar.
Jafnframt ver & bad drepils, 2 varnarmdlanefnd
hefd1l ekki starfad langa hrfd og Sjélfstadis-
menn ekki dtt kost al fylgjast med f rombovemd
bessara mdla. Hins vegar veri uppi hrélétur

ordrémur um samningavidr=lur Framséknarflokks—
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ins og Alpgduflokksins um pessi mal.

i 1 fremhaldi af pessum fyrstu um-

flokka 1¢dr=8isflokkenna Dbriggja um skipun
ngrrar vernsrmilanefindar og undirbining vifr=&na
vil Bendar{kin um nsudsynlegar breytingar &
varnarsamningunum og framkvemd hens.

A8 nokkrum ddgum lidnum lagdi utan-
rikisréibherrs enn fram greinargerl um varnar-
mélin, al verulegu leyti til skyringer fyrri
tillsgum en med nokkrum vilbétum. E£Jjé1fst=bls-
menn spurdust péd fyrir um hvad 1idi rédstofun-
um t1l1 freksra casmstarfs og efnilegs undirbin-
ings mélsins.

T e e A L o
pooteld F jirmélarddherra 1fsti bvi, ad utan-
rikisrddherras heflivwerid =tlad ad kanna betta
og vard ekki dr frakari svorum.

P4 vaer og bedid skfringa & sumum
hinna n§ju atrilla 4§ greinargerd utanrikisréd-
herrz. S greinargerd hefur ekki fengizt.

; Fins vegar hefur Timinn nd birt
: tillsgur ber, sem utanr{kisrédherra hafdi
9 afhent r{kisstjérninni sem trinalarmil. Pe=r
skfringar fylgdu 20 auls=tt var, al hér var

um 28 r=8a fullnalarikviriun Framsbknarflokks-

ins. Af $1lu Dessu er auls=ztt, al Framsbébknar-
flokksrédherrarnir hafs haldild pennig bessu

méli, ad beir hafa ekki bskad ssmstarfs vid
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5jé1fstebfismenn um pal.
Rébherrar £jé1fst=01ismanna telja
% mjog 11ls farid, ad bessi hattur skuli hafa

verild tekinn upp. Vid teljumy ad miklu rédlegra

hefdi verid ad halda vié hinni fyrri samvinnu r
1ySr=81sflokkanns briggje um vernarmilin og f4
tillégd{fg umsdgn beirrs Islendinga, :em kunn- ,
ugastir eru medferd bessare méls um, hverjar
breytingar veru ®skilegar og framkvemsnlegar, :
enda 13glum vid dherzlu 4, ad cliks samstarfs i
veri leital tafarlaust. A Dbessari skodun hafa ‘
byggst tillsgur 5j1fst=bisflokksins um melferd
mélsins, Framséknarmenn hifa valill alra alferl. ‘
Vid pvi verdur ekki hédan af gert. Sjalfstedis- ‘
menn lf§sa sig pé enn sem fyrr reidublna til ab
nefna mann { hina umstmdu varnarmélanefnd og murny
audvitad stydje utenrfkisréBherra til allra gbbra |
framkvemda, en bends enn einu sinni 4 naudsyn j
bess,; alflutanr{kismélum sé haft slfkt samrid

fyrir frem, al sem mestar likur skepist fyrir
heilladr jGgu samstarfi.

i
|
|
|

l
¥
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P .
Menn tala um ad "leysa burfi Sryggismdlin".
"Oryggismdlin®, sem svo eru ktllud, er ekkert einstakt mél,
P Uk

sfhngib fdeinum atridum, sem heegt er ad léitin 1 og leysa 1
einu lagi. Allt barf pette gaumgmfilegrar athugunar vij,
og vel verjur af kenna hvert spor &jur en stighd er.

Pegar vid myndum okkur skolun um mali og skgrum bad,
finnst mér edlilegt ad greina bannig
1.) Tillsgur um, hvernig treysta megi Sryggl Islands atévid.
2,) Tillégur um, hvernig Sryggismélum verdi bezt komid
innanlends, me§ sérstSku tilliti til yfirvofandi styrjeldar.
(R&§ stafanir gagnvart vemtanlegur skemmdarverkamdnnum,
5. herdeildarménnum (kémmdnistum), svo og varddarrdfstafanir
vegna loftdrdsarh=ttu, flutning félks dr steerri kaupst&dum
0«8.TrV, )
3.) Tilldgur um veranlega leusn Sryggismdla 1 landinu.

Audvitad m4 segja, ad lausn vijfangsefna 1.) og 2.)
falll af verulegu leyti saman. Svo weri, ef Sryggl fslands
dtévid veari treyst bann veg, al gerdur veri samningur vid

Atlantshafsbandelagil um hervernd Islands. En eiginlega

parf drlausnin 4 atridum 1.) og 2.) ekki a¥ falles saman.
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Ef enginn slikur samningur yrdi gerdur og yfirhéfud

engar rédfstafanir til ad koma { veg fyrir hugsanlega innréds
1 1endid, b4 breytir pad i sjdlfu sér engu um b4 naudsyn

ad gera vardderrddstafanir gagnvart ofstskismSnnum komma
hérlendis.

Burt sé8 frd hinu sérstaka dstandi, er skapast af
styrjaldarhsttu, er naudsynlegt ad endurskoda pann grundvdll,
er vij nd sténdum 4 og vardar ldgreglustjérn I landinu og
oryggl borgaranna almennt/gagnvart pélitizkum ofbeldis-
m3nnun og Sdrum vdrgum.

l.) Leggjum fyrir okkur spurninguna : "Hverjar rédjstafenir
er tilteskilegt a8 gere til Sryggis landinu og Hjédinni dtdvid?
Néttdrulega weri rékrétt ad spyrja fyrst, eigum vid eda er
pSrf 4 ad gera nokkrar r88stafanir til varnar gegn é4rds af
hélfu Rdssa, og sifan ad r=da hverjar.

g hef 4Bur rdkstutt P4 skodun, ad naubsynlegt sé el
gera skjétar rddstafanir okkur til varnar, og hbé& er al snda
gsér ad meginatridinu.

Feer leidir, er til greina koma, virjast vera Bridr.

"Hin fyrsta er sd, aj fslandingnr sjdlfir komi sér upp her-

’

sveitum til varnar. Onnur, e semja vid bandalag Atlants=
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hafsrikjanna um hervernd, og hin pridja, sl samid verdi vid

bandalag Atlantshafsrikjanna um hervernd og jafnframt verdi

komid upp fslenzkum sveitum til bétttdku { verndun landsinse
fg vil strax taka pad frem, ad ég 411t b4 sidastnefndu
lang skynsamlegasta allra hluta vegna, ef svo yrdi 411t158, ad
vid yrdum ad velja einhverja beirra. En redum nd nokkud
hverja leidine am sig.
A.) Geta fslendingar varid landil sjélfir gegn innrésarher,
gsem hugsenddga kemi frd Sovétrikjunum, ef til vill gegnum
Noreg?

Svarid vid spurningunni byggist m.e. 4 bessu : "Hvort
mé sin meir, geta Rdssa til bess ad flytje yfir dthafil
mannafla og vopn, eda gete Islendingew elmennt til pess ab
leggja frem mannafla og vopn.

Sagt er, e Rdssar hafi tugi milljéna manna undir
vopnum. S4 mannfj5ldi stodar b6 ekki beinlinis { Hvi &)
gera innrds 1 fsland. Deir geta ekki flutt hinga3 nema
takmarkadan fjélda. Enginn veit um getu Rdssa { bessu efni.

Til gamens md geta bees, Hétt heimildin sé ekki"alveg

srugg", af Jénas Jénsson telur, a3 Rdssar getl flutt hingad

40 bdsund manns.
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Segja md, ad 4 méti mannafla Rdssa vegi kunnugleiki
okkar & lendinu, ad audveldara sé ad verja en sskja 0.8.frv.

En éaﬁ ekki ad veres mel frekari "spekdlasjénir"
um bennan mdguleika. Jafnvel bétt abrar pjédir beeru uppi
allan kostn-aﬁ Oog s=u um allan dtbdnad handa fslendi.ngum.
bennig ap takast metti ad koma upp fémennu, eda ca. 10 bdsund
manna vel vopnudu 1151, b4 er bersynilegt, ad slikt er hvergi
nerri negilegt, og mé pvi &n frekari bollalegginga dtiloka
bann méguleika, ad islandingar getl einir lagt fram nmgilegan
1i¥safla.

B.) A} sami’ verdi vid Atlantshafsbandalagid eSa Bendarikin
um, ad beu teki ein aj sér hervernd Islands.

Audvitad vilja allir almennilegir menn vera lausir vij
erlendan her i landinu 4 frijvemlegum timum.

En pad dsteand getur bHé skapazt, ad bungur dbyrgdarhluti
veri ad gera ekki sliken samning. Spurningin er fyrst og frems
sd, hved alvarleg parf stalen ad vera ordin, til bess ad gripa
megi til slikrar rddstifunar? Hugsum okkur t.d., a Rdssar

1ystu hreinlega yfir pvi, e beir stlubu a) gera innrds {

feland, med t1111t1 til styrjaldar vi¥ Bandartkin.
ba
4 Hver mundiLmdtmla bvi aj gera strax hsrverndarsamning?
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En nd vite bad audvitad ellir, al Rdssar mundu aldrei
vera svo Shyggnir al tilkynna komu sina fyrirfram ! Ef beir
koma, P4 koma beir eins og bruma dr lofti, okkur ed évirum.
Pad vilje beir a.m.k. dreidanlega helzt.

Nd veroa islendingar ad vega og meta. Eru likur 4
innrds af hendi Rdssa { dag?

Peir erlendir menn og innlendir, sem bezt ssttu ad
pekkja til dstandsins { heimsmdlunum, telja, ad heetta sé 4
styrjsld.

Obarft er aj raa um pydingu fslands ¢ styrjsla milli
Rdssa og Vesturveldanna. Ajeins lega landsins hefur drslita-
b#oingu. Dad vita allir, nema "hin heilaga prenning", Gylfi,

Klsmens og Hallgrimur Jénasson.
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Ce) Pribja leidin, sem til greina kemur verdendi Srygei
fslands dtdvid, er sd, ad samid verdi viy Bendarfkin
(Atlantshafsbendalagid) um hervernd, en jafnframt ad
Islendingar leggi sjdlfir fram mennafla til &ryggisbjénustu.

fslendingar geta ekki einir varid landk sitt. En beir
geta.pé tekid pdtt f pvi. Ef varnarlidil veri skipad t.d.

ia,‘f

30 pdsund mSnnum, sttu fslendingar aj geta heft til a.m.k.
4 - 6 pdsund menns. Ventanlega mundi Atlantshefsbandalagid
greifa kostnadinn ad mestu.

“islendingar eiga ekki ad piggja frelsid ad gjof fré
88rum", eins og Jénas segir.

Lol

Ef 1y0redispjédirnar burfa ad leggja fram g@@dumenn sina
til a verja frelsid, b4 eiga ialendingar skylaust ad vera
bar med.

Lif sskumanna 4 Islandi er ndkwemlega jafnmikils virdi
og lif brezks eda amerisks.

Ej11 mAlsins semkvemt er b6 meira % hdfi fyrir Islendinge,
ef 11tiJ er 4 md11) fré sjénarmifi bjodarheildarinner. En Hd |

er lika vel feril og semd a8, ef landsmenn l¢sa yfir pvi, ad

peit vilji sjélfir alstola eftir megni vid v&rn landsins.
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II.

Ef svo ferl, a0 enginn semningur yrdi gerdur vid
Bandarfkin um hervernd, parf seamt sem djur al gere Srysgis—
rddstafanir me§ t111iti til heettunnar af skemmdarverkeméngum,
loftdrdsarhettu c.8.frv.

Margar tilldgur eru uppl um betta. Sumir vilja koms
upp Mheimevernerlidi®, sem sé skipad borgurum, vopnad og haldi
efingar stiku sinnum. ;

Satt all segja hefi &g enga trd & svoleidis "her".

Sennilega yrdi elfkt 1iJ sundurleitt, dSbarédttuheefur
hépur manna ™utan-dr-be".

Fj6lgun l8greglunnar i Reykjavik er mun betri leid.

Bezta hugmyndin finnst mér Hbé, ad koma upp féstu 1ida
4 Keflavikurflugvellinum, cas 5 = 6 hundrud manns, sem alltaf
veri tiltekilegt ed senda til Reykjevikur ela annal.

IIT1.
P4 er al r=mia um varanlege leusn 4 innanlendséryggis-

mdlunum elmennt og &r t1llits til beirra sérstéku adstedina,

gem nd hafe skapazt af styrjalderhettu.
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Um forsendur bess, a8 take innanlendsdryggismdlin til
athugunar og veranlegrer drlausnar rel ég ekki mikid. Eg
tel hikleust, ad { lendinu sé ekki til bad réttardrygegi, sem
hio opinbera er skylt ad veita borgurunum, Hb.e. vernd gegn
yfirgangi eda hugsanlegum ofbeldisajgerdum af hdlfu pélitiskra
ofstekismenna. Sema er ad segja um Hbé4 hlidina, sem ad rikiswa
veldinu sjélfu snyr. DPal hefur harla 1litinn styrk sér til
verndaer og til uppihalds réttarvirzlunni { landinu. DPessi
skortur 4 framkvemdarveldi (I prengri merkingu), b.e. 18g-
reglu, hefur alltaf verid bagalegur, enda mé4 minnsst atburda,
sem hafs werid bysne hesttulegir, sbr. 30 merz { ryrra:ii&
tékst ad hindra, al til hinna verstu atburde dresgi, ver ekki

o

nams!!hluta & stjérnarvéldunum ad pakka. Skjét vidbrogd
dkvedins stjérnmélaflokks dttu glnn bétt 1 bvi mdli. Dessi
vintun 4 Oryggi irnanlende hefur efaleust haft mikil dhrif 4
allt bjed11rid.

Paj er alveg dérannsaked mAdl, ad hve miklu leyti megi

rekja ndverandi ongbpveiti { efnahagsmAlum okkar til beirrar

stadreyndar, ad rikisstjérn & Islendi hefur 11ti} vald 4

bek vi§ sig. Med bessu er ég 4 engen hdtt ad dylgja med bHad,
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ad nota rikisvald til bess al benna "strekur" eda b.h.,
heldur skirskote ég til bess, al myndugt riksiveld veitir
fx dneitenlege vissu "stabiliteti", vissu jafnvegi 1 bjsed-
11£i8. Allt er petta reaunar dkennal, og ég hefi bvi midur
engin gbgn mér til studnings 1 pessu efni, en pé veeri 1 sjdlfu
sér ekki éskynsamlegt el draga visser dlyktenir af beirri
stadreynd, ad pjédlif okkar likist sannarlege ekki bvi, sem
ti8kest erlendis, ad bvi er vardar samskipti rikds og borgare.
Sbr. hid elmenna tillitsleysi til hagemune xtkximx rikisins
II.

Xg tel, ad flestir séu nd ordnir semmdle um, ad koma
einhverju legi 4 innenlendsbrygeismélin. Fdeintr munu Hé
vera andvigir pvi, ad aBhafast nokkud 1 bessu efni. (®g meina
abbvitad sdra en kommdniste, sem helzt af 5llu kjésa, ad vid
l4tum reke undan ¥{ bessum efnum.)

Rokeemdir pessara manma eru aallega tvennskonar.

Unnur er sd, a8 vid hofup ekki efni 4 pvi ab halda uppi
6ryeggiebjénustu & neinni mynd.
alltaf

I sannleike sagt, hefur mér/pétt betta sjénarmid afar

bréngt og bera vott um heldur hokurslegen hugsunarhdtt, og

gidur en svo skilning 4 kjarna mAlsing.

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarna Benediktssonar © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur



- 18 =

Un bad, hved vid htfum p4d & af ganga langt { bessu
ofni, md efalaust deila til eilifdar, en hitt er jefn vist,
ad pad hefur engin Hjéd efni 4 bHvi el gmta ekki bess, sem
mest er virdi, b.e. frelsis og mannréttinda I eigin landi. =
Menn tala um sparnad, beger slik naudsynjamél ber 4 gdéma sem
Oryggismdlin, - en 4 sparnad er minna minnst, begar Albingi
er a0 ¥om moka peningunum { einhverje vitleysuna, sbr. t.d.
byeggingar skdlgi}skrauth?sa dt um holt og he=dir 4 pessu landi,
I mbrgum tilfellum e bparflausu, og svo ételjsndi margt annad.
Vid spdrum hinsvegar bad, sem elzt skyldi. En bed er nd einu
sinni svo 4 okker landi, &) vid férum ekki f sparnadinum
eftir reglunni ad "eliminera" pal, sem vid burfum sfizt. -
Hitt er svo annad mdl, ad audvited ber al geta medalhéfs 1
bessu efni sem dbrum..

Eg vil nd gera grein fyrir, { stuttu mali, tillsgu, sem
xam ég hef gert um veranlega lausn bessars méla.

Hdn er sd, ad endurskipulegzgja landhelgisgeezluna.

Eg hef reett betta vid fdeina menn, en beir eru vantrdadir
4 tilldguna, en bed stafar af bvi, al peir hafa ekki gefil

gér tima til ad fhuga mélid nénar.

T egrmoore e xafekcdck
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Tillagan var svofelld :

-

Ad stofnud verdi sérstik ladlielgisgmzla, er 1dt1 yfir-
stjérn ddémemd larduneytisins. Verdi fengnir t.d. 300 sjélf=-
bojalidar drlega ti1 Pjénustu. Fastri bekistsd verdi komid
upp 1 négrenni Reykjevikur. Aldrei verdi nema brid jungur
118sins vid storr 4 8J¢ dti. Hinn hlutinn verdi vi} efingar
og t.d. ndm 1 hagnytri s jémennsku,.

Til Pessa 113s mestti gripa, ef 4 pyrfti a hedda, —

—_— -

Til bess ad fullt Oryggi sé 1 mannafla t11 Sryggis-
biénustu, barf 11515 a¥ vers "stationerad™ { fastri beskistEd,
Sé er mismunurinn & bvl ad endurskipuleggja landhelgis~

"rrk_

@=zlu og lbgreglu, af { landhelgisgezlu md nota menngkapinn,

A) Md %W&ud*wa{
5 : /4%{51‘ U Beiy pbar eru negileg verkefni. Landhelgi sgeezlan sjé41f, vita-

' -%lﬂ—- /’72"" A‘?‘“"‘ . bidnusta, bjdrgunarstsrs (sbr. a3 nd eru {1 notkun 2 bjdrgunar-
L “"f/;"' iu«.t /,‘ cJ -

| ?&}Zm i) t«';rvp' 4, Ir

| ? oz};ﬁﬂw I rrr i ""hu—. ' mennsku, en slikt er vite) mél, ad er mikil naudsyn & fyrir

.

‘I Aa a ﬁ—juw»;f S p7(ahw.‘

B R i AL ai stk

,I “’j brrma S ,7 4 Hine vegar er 1 sjd1fu sér tekmerked verkefni fyrir
i },, e, qﬁj}'&[[u-\- T,

ekip). Auk pess metti bjélfa bar unga menn 1 hegnytri sjé-

okkar bjéd, sem praktiskt talad 1ifir af sjémennsku og s8jé-~

z—-n;

e —

M. a. ‘/5"“‘ k;! {“‘f’ua riksifsgreglu. Hdn er fyrst og fremst ti1 Sryggie og verk-
J/?’ijw /-/ld—‘r ’777% A,I

m_b}nq, /{t»so/'{‘{-‘?/tqpv‘ Mﬂ_,._ efni fyrir hana ajeing endrum og eins.,

4‘7;}.1,«“ ,4:.4“/4 PAA
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SUBJECT: My Discussion with Tcelandic Foreign Minister Relative
To Ieslandic Defense Force. R N TR ver

g

At the request of ¥r. Andersen, Icelandie Permanent Representative
on the NATO Cowneil, I met with Mr, Gudmmsson, the Tcelandic Foreign
Mnister at 10:30 this morning for the purpose of discussing Iceland's
contribution to NATO defenses.

¥r. Oudmmsson opened the conferaence by requesting that T brief
him on the subject. I then covered the following points in succession:

Ieceland's S'h'ltc_ﬂ._n Position

All of the Soviet naval forces which threaten our sea lines of
commmication will come from Yorth Russia and the Baltie. Dissount-
ing the use of the Dover Straits, which would be difficult if not ime
possible, all these forces must pass within sighting dlstance (radar)
of lecelandie territory in order to reach the trans-Atlantie sea
lines of commmieation between Worth America and Burope, Therefore,
the defense installations in Icelond are of enormous strategic
value, not only for the defense of Toeland, but for the defense of
the trans-Atlantic sea lines, wi thout which NATO could not survive.
The radar at air field installations in Iceland provides an invaluable
military asset towards the mrevention of the entry of Soviet nawal
forces from these bases into the sea lines of the Atlantiec and
therefore Iceland occcupies a geographical position of strategio
importance second to none in all of NATO.

Value of Icaland Defense Force

I pointed ocut that the Iceland Deflense Force, in order to be of
any military value must necessarily be in being, in place snd opera-
ticnal in peacetime, and, as sush, would provide:

A. A valuable deterrent against Soviet entry into Iceland, and
Bs A nucleus into which could be fed, on outbreak of war,
necessary reinforcements for a more adequate defense.

I said that I appreciated the political difficulties associated
with the presence of forelgn troops on Toelandic soil and T noted that
neither Denmark nor Norway had agreed to the establishment of foreipgn
troops on thelr soil. T stated, however, that both Denmark and Hor-
way do have in existence the necessary national forces to provide a
nucleus, first as a deterrent and second as a base for reinforeement,
end that this nucleus was invaluable for their defense. I pointed
out that the Punction of the Toeland Defense Force was comparable to
that of the national forces of Norway and Denmark,

CONFTDENTIAL

mm e sSPULUIURS UL OOVIOT and Allied installations in order

that we might have warnin; of sach others' inter
_ . E b ntentlons, but that ¢
Soviets had reieeted his proposals for obvious r-‘sxr-.an::. 1 ::omedha

CONFIDENTIAL
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Effeot of Vithdrawal of Iceland Defense Force

I pointed out that if the Iceland Dofense Force were withdrawm,
{1t would have to be withdrawn to the "nited Kingdom or the United
States, To his question as to why Oresnland could not be a with-
drawal area, ! pointed out that Greenland could not, in seacetinme,
gupport a force of this nature.

In event of withdrawal to the "nited Hingdom or the Tmited
Statea, T atated that it would be impossihle te re-snter I[cgland
befere the foviets oould get thers ahead of us. Turthermere, the
presence of & deterraut nucleus force in Tceland was a far more
satisfactory defense than the requirement that Allied forcee should
re-entor after the Soviets had come in. 7T gald we had discovered
in the Paoific campaipgn that theoreocoupation of an island with
mlitary forces after an wnonposed entry by onemy foroes had ine
wariably been an extremely costly operation in 1ifa, money end
materiel .

. & pointed out that it was not possible to maintain the installa-
tions in ™moth balls”, as it would take a comsideradble langth of

time to reestablish the installatiems im an opersting cendition and
that time, in a case of this kind, was of the ubmest ilmportance, I
stated that in my estimation it would take from two weoks to a month
o re-enter Iceland and establish our present defensive posture there,
even without 3oviel oppesition,

: H'nt_n;’ Time

¥r. Cudmmesson informed me that thelir original conditions for
their entry into NATO had specified that there would be sufficient
warning time to permit the entry of military forces. and asked
did this assunption exist todaye

I replied that the matter of military warming of attack was the
most valunble military eormodity in the world today. 7T pointed oub
that the security of the Iron Curtain permitted the Soviets te move
and concentrate thelr foroes st rendom without the Imowledge of the
West and tey are therefore im A position to make important redispesi-
tions without owr loaowledge.

1 pointed out that lresident Disenhower had propesed a system
of aerial inspeotions of Soviet and Allied imesallations in order

that we might have warning of each others' intentions, but that the
Soviets had rejeoted his proposals for cbviocus rensoms. 1 poinmted

|
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out also that the United States and Canada were jointly svending
hmdreds of millions of dollars on the Dew Line across "on: v

in order o pive these sowmtries anly two houwrs of warning.
These two ‘achors amply demonstrate the millitery wflue of warning
and its scarelty.

i, Oudramsson then asked me if 1t would not be saticfectary
for tho Tcelanders to operate all the navigatiomal and reiar oquipe
ment in Iseland and to this [ stated that we would do all possiible
to eventually bring this about but thal even if it were done, its
military value without any baockup cf foress would be anly to provide
Toeland with twe or three howrs of warning of Sovist ocoupation.

Iceland's fntry Inte NATO

The Wnister pvt mreat stress on the 1951 agreement wnioh
roverns Ioeland's entry into VATO and stated that this had net
altered but that this was the basis for thelr present poszition and
the position whioh they desired to revert to. To this T replied
that FATO would, of cowrse, abide by sny and all agroemsuts but
that a revardion to this situation would result in a iremendous
weakening of UATO defensive posture. Tho 'finister then asked
had not the threat of war lessened, wore not the chances of peace
greator today, ana to this I replisd ihol eny redustion in the threat
of war was due mors to WATO's solidarity and inersased military
effectiveness tian Lo any ome othor factor and that this military
effectivoness and solidarity must be preserved at nll cosis.

h-ﬂnip Aspects

The Mnister stnted that leceland had to remain gn friendly
torms with the foviets in order tc marvet their "sh. "o this T
stated that I did not believe that Lhe presence of the Americen DBase
in Toeland could in any way affect their friendly releti onships with
the Soviets or with the added strength to the economy which was

' by trade with the Soviets. I etated that the presence of
the American Pase had, T belleved, scntriduted considerably to the
eoonory of loelend and for this reascn might have & certain palitioal
advantee, ‘

He said that their effect on the ecomony of Teeland lad caueed
inflation end resulted in certaln finemcial hardships. To this I
stated that it was quite precticable and possible to comple tely
imolate tho Nase from the Toelandic economy and therefore rmove all
inflaticnary offects, but T sajd that T 'ad been informed that Yae=
Jemd did not! desire this, that they had opposed the principlh of
hﬁu’natimai competitive bldding and desired thut thelr nati rmals
participate In tho economic aspects of the “ase development. \However,
this reletionship could be combtrollsd to suy degree which the lcelandie
Government desired in such & mawnor, I war sure, as to obviate any 11l
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effeocts on the Icelandie economy. ‘ f

Yo them raised the question could not the Base be completely
%hmﬁtm).MthtIm
vided for in the recent negotiations. Te
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In the oral proceedings frequent references have been made
to tne Icelandic situat®on. Te substunce of these s as follows.
First, quoting the views of a Swedish orgunfz.tion, it %8 claimed
that the Icelandic pevple in 1903 established a three-mile limit.
This 18 not correct. The origin of the three-wile limit in Icelana
is found in an Agreement of 190L concluded between Denmark and
Great Brita‘n about which thne Icelandic peuple were never consultec |\,
Until that t'me (1901) fisherizs jurisdiction in Iceland was exactd
tie same as in Norway. Te 1812-decree was applied in-Iceland as of
1859 (prior to that a 16 m*le limit was cla‘med) and 1t was always
understood that the base-l‘nes were drawn between the neadlands of
all bays and fjords.

The next argument in the British pleadings-38 that recently
a decree has been-issued n Tceland which 4s saf‘d to be obviously
copted after and insp’red by the Norwegian 1935 decree. ‘This -
not correct. T™e Icelandic decree, as *s8 clearly stated sn tirvar
memorandum reproduced +n Annex 112 of the Rejoinder (at p. of 1
reestablihes the old 1+m*t off the North coast of Iceland a t{}‘eq\v\\
therefore, can harflly be called a copy of the 13935 decree. i

22 Te third assert‘on was that this Tcelandic decree was not yet
in foree although this was corrected by the explanation that 1 was
not being enforced aga‘nst British vessels. This, however, does not
tell the whole story. The reason why- the 1950 decree, which entered
into force in the summer of-1950, d+d not apply %o Brt tish vessels
was that under the Anglo-Danish Agreement of 19501 Br! tish vessels
were ent: tled to a three-m'le limit. This Agreement was denounced
by-Iceland two years ago and was to have expired on October 3rd of
this year. At the request of the British Government Iceland tempora-
rily agreed to defer the expiration of the Agreement because of the
Hague proceedsngs. This 8 the reason why the 1950 decree dves not
apply to Britisa vessels (although ¢t applies to all others) and
not, as the Court might have been led to believe, that Iceland
was an instance where "pyper-legislation" had been enacted.

A o matter of fact the Icelandic situation explains clearly
the unreasonableness of the rigid system advucated by Great Br+tain.
Thet sftuation 8 qu’ te clear and has been forcibly stated dgain
and aga‘n by the C“overnment of Iceland. For the Courté convenience
that Government’'s views may be summarized .5 follows:

1. Iceland has hardly any natural resources other than its
coastal f*shing grounds. As ¢ matter of fact these fish ng grounds
provide the cond:t'o s‘ne qua non for the survival of the Icel.ndic
nati on. &

2. Prior to the 190l Agreement between Great Britain and Den-
mark the fishing grounds were not *n great danger.., All the bays
and fjords were reserved for the loc.l population and in add® tian
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first a 16 and later a 4 m*le limit prevailed. At that time the
modern f4shing implements had not yet started to ru*n the grounds.

3« Lately, the Icelandic people have with great anxiety
followed the ever-increasing destruction of the coastal fisheriesd
owing to the presence of the fishermenxx of zxkmEN many nationss ~
Consequently, the Icelandic Government made a thorough investigat!
of the rules of international law in order to ascerta*n what Lal
measures 4t could take for the protection of the fishing grounds.

It reached tne conclusion that under ‘nternational law esach State
could +tself wf thin reasonable limi ts, based on geographical,
economic and other cons‘derattons, determine the extent of 4ts
fisheries jurtsdiction. Investigations in Iceland showed guite
clearly that the country is based on a well defined platform or
continental shelf on which the valuable breed+*ng grounds are found.
Merefore, on April-5, 1948 a law was passed “n Iceland which
provided that the Ministry of Fisheries could establish conservation
zones within the lim‘ ts of the continental shelf. Te decrec of 1990/
provid<ng for the old 1sm*t off the North coast is based on this L=
law. =]

Me Tcelandic Gover.ment 4as on several occusions RAEEWAXALiEXEE
stated that *t has both the right and the responsibils ty-to protect _"
the fishing grounds on the cont‘nental shelf and that this right
was not at all 1l‘m® ted to three miles, It has also drawn attention
t0 the unreasonable “mplications of tne proposition that a Statew™
may reserve for < tsg@lf the natural resources of- the subsoil of the
continental shelf but may not prevent other nations from scraping
the surface of the shelf and thus destroying the very basis of
the State's economy.

e\
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Wwe are gathered here tonight to take fare-
wéll of Mr. Greenway, Her Britannic Majesty's
Minister, and to greet General Uen, who has
come here as a result of a special wish of the
Icelandic government.

When Mr. Greenway came to our country he had
been staying in southern latitudes for a long
time. Our changable and cold climate has there-
fore never been agreeable to him and after the
serious illness he had last year he has not been
sble to stand it any longer. That is the reason
why hisstay here and indeed his career 1s now
coming to an untimely end. But although Mr.
Greenway has found it too cold here in Iceland
he can be assured, that he will leave a warm
spot in the hearts of the many friends he has
won here, a -rarm spot where -re will cherish
the memory of his hospitality and frinedship
and good --ill.
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During Mr. Greenway!s time of service
here there has arisen a very serious dipute
bet-reen his country and ours. This is not the
time nor the place to go into the merits of that
casey which is of the utmost importance for us.
It has not yet.been possible to solve this prollem,
but it is no secret, that Mr. Greemrray has done
everything he could to clear the way for a
satisfactory solution. e thank Mr. Greenway
for his sympathy and understﬁnding and wish him
great happiness and success wherever he may goO.

Our other guest of honour tonight 1is General
Oen. He will only stay here for a short time.
But -re value highly, that he took the trouble
to travel to our faraway northern country in the
depth of -inter. The Norwegian government did
us a great favour when they according to our wish
decided to send to Iceland a qualified adviser -
on military matters to work with the Icelandic
government for some weeks. ' have now been

working with General Uen for some time and we have
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found out, that the appointment of General
Oen to this special mission ié a very happy
one. We admire greatly hils grasp of the
problems involved and his clarity of mind and
patience in answering all the questions e have
been asking.

We ask him to receive our thanks for the
vsluzble work he is doing and our wishes for his

wellbeing now and in the future.
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