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UNION PARLEMENTAIRE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENTARY
EUROPEENNE UNION

Président : Secrétaira Général :
GEDORGES BOHY R.COUDENHOVE-KALERG
GSTAAD-SUISSE

Gstaad, the 16th of August 1948

To His Excellency

M. Bjarni Benediktson
Minister of Foreign Affaires
REJKJAVIK

Iceland

Your Excellency,

I have the honour to inform you in the name
of the European Parliamentary Union that the Second
European Parliamentary Congress is meeting from Sep-
tember 1st to September 4th to promote a Constituent
Assembly for Europe and to draft its constitutional
principles.

I enclose a report on the preparations of
our Congress.

I am sorry to say that up to date Iceland,
Norway and Ireland are the only three countries of
free EBurope from where no Members of Parliament have
yet expressed their intention to come to Interlaken.

We all would deeply regret, if thus the one
vote of your country would be lost, and hope that it
will be possible for at least one Member of your Par-
liament to attend our Congress.

I therefore appeal to you to help us in our
endeavour to have Iceland participating in our attempt
to prepare for a free, peaceful and united Europe.

We also should be most obliged to you for an
encouraging message to be read at our Opening Session.

Thanking you for anything you will do to pro=-
mote our cause

I am,

Sincerely yours

f{?i‘z--(_u/{' wtlivetfrov~ - PVl L g,

]
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENTARY UNION
SECRETARY GENERATL: R.COUDENHOVE-KALERGI
GSTAAD - SWITZERLAND

A PARLIIAMENT OF THE UNITED S8TATES

O BEUROPE

On September 1, 2 preliminary Parliament of the United States of
Europe will open its session.

This Parliament will be composed of Members of Parliament from
all nations living between the Pyrenees and the Iron Curtain.
The Delegates from every national Parliament will dispose of a
number of votes corresponding to the number of millions of their
national population, Thus Great Britain has 48 votes, Italy 47,
France 42, Belgium 8 and Switzerland 4 votes.

Most Delegations have been elected by the National Committees of
the Buropean Parliamentary Union, representing the M.P.'s favora-
_ ble to Buropean Union. A recent enquete, organized by the E,P,U. ,
has given evidence of the fact that within the Parliaments of
France, Italy, Greece, Bolgium, Switzerland, the Netherlands and
Luxembourg therec arc absolute majorities favorable to Furopean
Federation, within the other European Parliaments relative major
rities. Thus the 250 parliamentary Dclegates mecting at Interla-
ken will be entitled to speak as representatives of the 250 Mil-
lions of frece Europecans.

This Buropean Parliamentary Congress of Interlaken has two main -
objectives. The first is to urge the immediate convocation of a
Constituant. Assembly for Europe, elected by the national Parlia-
ments to Graft a federal Constitution of Europe. The second ob-
Jective 15 to reach an agreement upon the main principiles of this
constitution.

The idea of a Constituant Assembly for Europe clected by its par-
liaments has been launched by the First Buropean Parliamentary
Congress that met last Scptember at Gstaad. Meanwhile, this idea
has made tremendous headway. It has been proposed and discussed
within a number of national Parliaments, for instance in the Hou-
se of Commons and the French National Assembly. It has been taken
up by the Congress of Europe at the Haque, co-sponsored by the
European Parliamentary Union. Finally Georges BIDAULT, in the
name of the French Governcment, proposed at the last Conference
of the Foreign Ministers of the Western Burope, to organize this
European Assembly.

The problem of a Federal Constitution for Burope has been studied
for a year by the Buropean Parliamentary Union and its Juridical
Committee under the Chairmanship of Frangois de MENTHON, former
Minister of France., DE MENTHON has drafted a Constitution for Eu-
ropej another draft has been elaboreted by the British Vice-Pre-
S}dent of the European Parliamentary Union, ReW.G. Mackay, who
will head the British Delegation at Interlaken,
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The Interlaken Congress will coprdinate these.various drafts to
establish a basis of discussicn for the Oonstltuant*ussembly. _
Among the European M.P.'s coming to Interlaken are the French Vice-
President. of the European Parliamentary Union, René C_otyJ who az
present is Minister for Reconstruction, Three other hcmbe;s_of he
French Government will accompeny himj Pierre $chpe;§gg, Minister
of Health; Frangois Pflimlin, Minister of Agriculture and M. Eg%g:_
selli, Secretary of Stete for the Veterans. Among the Members % s
the Italian Delegation, headed by-the Italian Vice-President o e
E.2?.U, Enzo Giscchero, are the President of the Senate, ﬁgagg}iﬂ
and of the House, Gronchi. ..lso the former ?r1me:M1plster Darri,
Chairman of the E,?,U. senate group. The former M}nlster of Greece,
Leon Maccas, First Vice-President of the E..'.U. will hiadlthg Greck
Belegation, including four former Members of Governmentv. At the
head of the Turkish Delegates is M. Suut Xemal ;934196 of the Au-
strian Delegation the former Minister Edward Iudwig, hairman of
the Foreiszn Relations Cormittes of the Austrian Parliament;

Dr, Brnest Boerlin will lead the Swiss Delegates.

All eleven Parliaments of Western Germany as well as the Parlia-
ment of the Saar will be represented. Among the German l,P,'s are
the socialist Minister of Public-Instruction of pre-hitlerite Prus-
sia, Adolf Grimme, and the catholic Mayor of Cologne, Conrad Aden—
auer,

This first Qarliament of the United Statgs of Eurgpelyill ge pre-
sided by Georges Bohy, President of the Eurcopean iarlianentary

Union, who is 2lso0 C%éirman of the Socialish Group of the Belglan
Chamberj within his Delegation are three Belgian Ministers d'Etat.

The Secretary General of the Congress, Richard Coudenhove-Kalergi,
Founder of the European TParliamentary Union, will be the only non-
parlianentarian %o participate at the work of the Interlaken Par-
liament of Europe. -
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SECOND
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENTARY
CONGRESS

called to

INTERLAKEN

by the

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENTARY UNION

Wednesday, September 1 to Suadag September 5? 1948

Headquarters:
European Parliamentary Union
GSTAAD (Switzerland)
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THE SECOND EUROPEAN PARLIAMENTARY CONGRESS

A recent parliamentary Enquéte disclosed that within every parliament of free Europe an all-party

majority favors European Federation.

The European Parliamentary Union, definitely constituted at its Gstaad Congress of September 1947,
has been working ever since to mobilize, to organize and to coordinate these majorities within the various
European Parliaments.

These efforts are aiming at the convocation of a Constituent Assembly for Europe, to assure,
within a near future, the federation of Europe.

To prepare such a Constituent Assembly, the European Parliamentary Union has calle
Jaken for September 1, 1948, its Second Congress. This Congress shall be composed of members of
Europe's free parliaments, elected by their respective Committees, one delegate corresponding to one

d to Inter-

million of his or her countrymen.

This Parliamentary Congress will draft the outlines of a Federal Constitution for Europe and
take the preliminary steps for the convocation of Europe's Constituent Assembly.

Since parliamentary majorities constitute in Europe’s free states the supreme democratic power,

they are called to use their authority to assure peace, liberty and prosperity for the peoples of our
Continent and thus to become the founders of a United States of Furope. —

*

The Council of the European Parliamentary Union

elected by the First European Parliamentary Congress at Gstaad, Wednesday, September 10th, 1047:

President
Mr. Georges BOHY, Chairman of the Socialist Party in the Belgian Chamber of Deputies.

1st Vice-President
Mr. Léon MACCAS, former Minister, Democratic-Socialist Member of the National Assembly of Greece.

Vice-Presidents
Mr. René COTY, Minister of Reconstruction, Independent-Republican Member of the French National
Assembly.
Mr. Enzo GIACCHEROQO, Christian Democrat Member of the Constituent Assembly of Italy.
Mr. R, W. G. MACKAY, Labour Member of the House of Commaons.

Parliamentary Secretaries
Dr. A. H. V. HACKE, Liberal Member of the 2nd Chamber of the Netherlands.
Mile. Anne-Marie TRINQUIER, M. R. P, Member of the Council of the French Republic.

Other Members of the Council

Dr. Erik ARRHEN, Conservative Member of the First Chamber of Sweden.

Dr. Emst BOERLIN, Radical-Democrat Member of the Swiss National Council.

Mr. Arthur GILSON, Christian-Socialist Member of the Belgian Chamber.

Mr. Frangois LEENHARDT, Socialist Member of the French National Assembly.

Dr. Eduard LUDWIG, Former Minister, President of the TForeign Affairs Committee of the Austrian
National Council, People’s Party.

Sir Peter MACDONALD, Conservative Member of the House of Commons.

Dr. E. G. M. ROOLVINK, Catholic Popular Member of the Second Chamber of the Netherlands.

JC 06 30 MR X0 X0 00 X MG N X KR I D ONRK

Secretary-General
Mr. R. COUDENHOVE-KALERGI, Founder of the European Parliamentary Union.
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AGENDA

European Parliamentary Union
I. 10 a, m. Meeting of the delegations.
2. 1t a. m.  Constitution of the economic, social, cultural and publicity committees.

Wednesday, September 1st.

2.30 p. m.
Opening Session

& Opening speech of the President.

2. Constitution of the Congress-Bureau.

3 Statutes of European Parliamentary Union.

4. Regulations of European Parliamentary Union.

5. Report by the Secretary-general for the twelve months ending.

Thursday, September 2nd. 2nd Session g a. m.— 12.30 p. m.

Constitution of a United States of Europe
Consideration of Principles:
Original Members,
Composition of Parliament.
Powers of Parliament.

1. ik

s

3rd Session 2.30 p. m.
Discussion Session
The Conference will split up into three sections to hear a paper read on the following subjects;
the paper to be circulated beforehand, and the writer to introduce the discussion shortly.
1. Agriculture in a United Europe.
2. Africa and a United Europe.
3. The work of the Committee of the Sixteen.

Friday, September 3rd. 4th Session .30 a. m. — 12.30 p. m. -
Constitution of a United States of Europe

Consideration of Principles:

The Executive.

The Supreme Court.

S

6. Finance.
7. The Rights of the Federation.
sth Session 2.30 p. m.
Discussion Session
1. A European Currency.
2. The obstacles to European Federation.
3. A European Bill of Rights.

Saturday, September 4th. Gth Session ¢ a. m.—12.30 p. m.
Constitution of United States of Europe

Consideration of Principles:
8. Owverscas Territories.
9. New Member Status.
10. Alterations to Constitution,

7th Session 2,30 p. n.
European Assembly Proposals

Consideration of draft proposals of the European Parliamentary Union for a Constituent Assem-
bly, including the procedure for submission by delegates to the Parliaments and Governments of each
State of Europe.

Bhindal ) $8 Ft8mB &SR S SRS ER 00K XX FI00 K
Closing Session

. Plans of the European Parliamentary Union and program of action.

. Cooperation with the non-parliamentary Movements for European Federation.
. Election of Council.

General Business.

Farewell Speeches.

L, T S U N
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ORGANIZATION

1. The Interlaken Conference
The Second European Parliamentary Congress will be held at Interlaken (Switzerland) in the
Kursaal, from Wednesday, September 1st to Sunday, September 5th, 1948,

2. Parliamentary Representation

The Council of the E. P. C. has decided that delegates shall come only from European Countries
cooperating with the Marshall-Plan. Observers will not be asked. There is no limit to the number of
members of Parliament which a country can send, but each country will be limited to the number of
votes hereinafter set out, and if more delegates are sent than the number of votes to which the country
is entitled, the delegation must decide which are the voting delegates and which are the non-voting
delegates, as a voting card will be issued to each voting delegate.

The delegation coming from each country should be an all-party delegation, and made up as far
as possible of members of parliament from the different parties in proportion to their strenght in the
respective parliamentary group.

3. Voling Delegates
The voting delegates are calculated on the basis of one delegate for every million of the population
of the country.

4. Organization of the Conference

The organization of the Conference is in the hands of the secretary-general Mr. R. Coudenhove-
Kadlergi whose address is Gstaad, Switzerland, to whom all inquiries should be directed.

A list of the delegates from each country should be sent to the secretary-general on or before the
15th of July, 1048, and the list should say who is the chairman of the delegation, the secretary of the
delegation, and the representative of the delegation on the Delegations Committee.

5. Delegations Committee

A Delegations Committee shall be formed composed of one delegate from each country. These dele-
gates should arrive at Interlaken on Monday, August 3oth, as a meeting of the Delegations Commitee
will take place on Tuesday, August 31, so as to settle the final arrangements in regard to the
Conference.

6. Accommodation and Expenses

All arrangements for the accommodation of those attending the Congress will be made by the
Congress Secretariat. In view of the currency restrictions which exist in many countries, a committee in
Switzerland has generously raised the necessary funds to meet the accommadations (for room and
three meals a day, service and all taxes) of all voting delegates at Interlaken.

The hotels ,,Victoria” and the ,,Jungfrau”, have been reserved for the Conference delegates.

Non-voting delegates, wives of delegates and other guests of the Congress must pay for their accom-
modations and expenses.

Those who so desire will be at liberty to make a donation to an international fund which will be

opened in each country.

7. Constitutional Resolutions

The first drafts of the Constitutional Principles are sent for consideration by the all-party groups
in ¢ach country.

Amendments from each group to these resolutions should be sent to the secretary-general at Gstaad
not later than August 1st, 1948.

Printed in Switzerland by Willy Darrenmatt, Berne
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