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Einkamél.

Hr. utanrikisribherra
Bjarni Benediktsson,
Reykjavik.

, _Eg leyfi mér hér med ad senda ySur eftirfarandi Gt-
dratt Gr bréfi hr. 0lafs bérbarsonar dags. 25. b. mén.

"ASvarid P4, sem eiga ab semja vid smnsku vibskiptasendi-
nefndina, sem fer heim { nzstu viku til bess abd endur-
nyja viSskiptasamninginn, sem gilti si¥asta 4r, og f4 4
honum breytingar.

Abaléherzla verdur 16g5 4 bad, ab Svium verdi leyft ab
leggja ferska sild 4 land, purrkun 4 veidarfazrum og fmis
konar fribindi 4 landi. =Ef Islendingar sampykkja bau
friéindi, sem farid verSur fram 4, =tla Sviar ab bjéSa
okkur til kaups 100,000 téntunnur fyrir sildarvertid
nzstkomandi. Tunnurnar eiga ab vera beitan, en sann-
leikurinn er 84, ad Sviar eiga svo margar tunnur, abd
beir mundu sér ad skablause geta selt okkur mun fleiri
og vilja fyrir hvern mun losna vid ber. Pad md ekki
gefa beim e ftir bumlung af neinu. Vid erum ekki upp 4
neina aubmfkjandi samminga vi8 b4 komnir." i
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, Me3 bréfi dags. 23. okt. 1946 skipudud pér, herra atinnvumdlards-
hegra, oss undirritada til pess, fyrir Islands hond, ad r=z3a vid full-
trua innkaupastofnunar Sovétrikjanna, "Exportkhleb", hr, Semenow, sem
hér var staddur} um verzlunarvidskiptl milli Islands og Sovét-
rikjanna 4 nzsta ari.

Daginn eftir hinn 24, okt, hafdi nefndin fyrsta fund sinn med_
hr,Semenow { skrifstofu Sdlumidetddvar Hradfrystihusanna vid Myrar-
ﬁgzn. Nerndarmsnn'voru allir m=ttir og med hr,.Semenow var ungru

a Chizhow sem tulkur hans.

Vér spurdum hr.Semenow, hvada vorur Sovétrfkin hefsu shuga & ab
kaupa af Islendingum & nzsta arl og hvada magn af hverri vGrufegund.

Hr.Semenow kvad pau hafa & huga 4 morgum dtfIutningsvorum Ie-

lendinga, en bo einkum peim, er ad nedan greinir og { peirri r®5, sem
bazr eru her taldar,

1. 8fldarlysi
2. Saltsfld
E. Porskalysl
. HpraOfrystum fiski
g. Isudum fiski
. Bpltfiskl
7. Boltudum hrognum

Minnsta magn, sem Sovétrfkin teldu sig geta satt sig vid af
s{ldarlysi og aalisfld varl 2/3 af framleidslunni, en helst vildu pau
f4 keypta pessa framleifslu alla. Ef samningar tskjust um bal, mundu
pau jafnvel vilja teka bpal, sem vér pyrftum ad elja af $8rum vorum,

Hr.Semenow sagdist vilja undirstrika bad, ad hann hefdi ekkl
umbod til samninga, heldur hef3i honum aSeines verid falid ad
leita tilbo8a, sem hann mundi sfma $il Moskva. Par mundi svo verda
tekin afstada til peirra og pd wentanlega utnefnd saminganefnd
med fullu umbedi.

Vér espurdum hann hvort Sovétrfkin mundu dska eftir ad gera
gamninga vid fsl.rfkisstjdrnina eda einstaka utflytjendur. Tsldl
hr,Semenow a3 ekkert mundi hafa verid dkvedid um pad, enda mundi bad
ekki skipta mlkiu mali, A35slatrifdid veri, a8 Sovetrikin fengju sild-
arlysid, og ef bau fengju pad, mundu samningar einnig takast um adrar
tegundir, hvort sem beir yrdu gerdir vid rfkisstjdrnina eS-a ein-
gtaklinga.

, . Hann spurdi hver vari afstada {sl,rfkisstjdrnarinnar til sdlu

4 sfldarlysi til Sovétrfkjanna. Sogdum ver honum ad rpad verd oss

okunnugt. Arssll Sigurdgson sagdi hinsvegar ad pad vari sin personu-

lega skodun, ad ef samningar fakjust um verulegan hluts af G3rum

framleidsluvorum Islendinga, mundu Sovétr{kin einnig fd a3 minnsta

kogti nokkurn hluta sfldsrlysisins. £ Pessu dri hefdi verid samid

gm gﬁlg 4 1/3 af saltefldinni og nmrri 1/3 af sfldarlysinu vid
ovetrikin,

Vér spurdum hr,Semenow hvad hann mundi segla um svipald magn
af n=sta drs framleidslu, Hann kvadst ‘pegar hafa sagt, ad Sovétrikin
getu ekki gert sig dn=gd med minna en 2/3 af sfldarlysisframleidelunni.

Vér ssgﬁum ad erfitt mundi a5 dkveda ni verd & sfldarlysi fyrir

Herra atvinnumalardSherra Akl Jakobsson,

Reykjavw{ k.
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Arctic Diplomacy
BY BLAIR BOLLES

THE shortest route between the United States and
European Russia crosses the Arctic Sea. In view of
the range of the modern plane and the possibilities
of the V-bomb, this geographical fact has prompted
military authorities in the United States to predict
that the polar regions would be a major zone of
combat should the presently strained American-
Soviet relations deteriorate into war. “If our de-
fenses are to be between us and the enemy, they
must be on the Arctic frontier,” General Carl
Spaatz, then commanding general of the Army
Air Forces, later Chief of Staff of the United States
Air Force, told a Congressional Committee in
1947." Acting on that assumption, the Administra-
tion in Washington has endeavored since the end
of World War II to lay the foundation for a per-
manent Arctic policy for the United States through
diplomatic negotiation, military experiment, and
physiological inquiry. The Far North attracted us
before 1941 almost solely as a setting for adventure
and a site for disconnected scientific investigation.
The United States today is far stronger in the Arc-
tic regions than it was a decade ago, bur if General
Spaatz’s assumption is valid, then we remain poor-
ly protected against attack in the frigid zone.

The American effort to strengthen the northern
approaches to this hemisphere has proved disap-
pointing in three particulars. First, in field maneu-
vers the low temperatures prevailing in the North
for long consecutive periods prevent the satisfac-
tory use of weapons and tactics which are effective
in other climates. General Jacob L. Devers, com-
mander of the Army Ground Forces, has said that
the soldier in Arctic climate spends so much of his
time in a fight for survival that he has little time to
combat the enemy.” Moreover, northern North
America—that is, Alaska, the Yukon and Northwest
Territories of Canada, and Greenland—are thinly
populated, whereas “areas inhabited by our people,
1. Military Establishment Appropriation Bill for 1948, Hear-
ings before the subcommittee of the Committee on Appropria-
tions, House of Representatives, 8oth Congress, 1st Session,
. Goz,
:. Hanson Baldwin, New York Times, February 8, 1948,

backed up by industry and commerce, are easier
to defend than uninhabited arcas where only the
troops are a factor in defense.” And third, gov-
ernments controlling strategic areas along the Arc-
tic perimeter have been unwilling to accord the
United States the use of those areas for military
purposes to the extent which Washington appar-
ently considers desirable. The Icelandic govern-
ment in 1946 insisted on termination of the defense
agreement which it had concluded with the United
States on July 1, 1941.* The governments of Den-
mark and the United States have intermittently
since 1947 discussed termination of the agree-
ment for the defense of Greenland which Wash-
ington concluded on April g, 1941 with Danish
Minister Henrik de Kauffman.’ Canada, on the
other hand, not only permits the United States to
station troops in the Dominion, but on June 27,
1947, Prime Minister King signed the Visiting
Forces Act, which authorizes American military
authorities to try American soldiers accused of com-
mitting crimes or breaching the peace in Canada.®
The United States, however, maintains only Air
Force contingents in Canada, of an undisclosed
number. In Alaska alone, which is American terri-
tory, can the United States maintain and move
armed forces as it pleases in the Arctic regions.
Since the basic assumption General Spaatz suc-
cinctly stated has a central place in the planning of
strategic defense by the military establishment of
the United States, a thoroughgoing inquiry by offi-
cials and the public into the implications of Arctic
policy and the best means for developing it con-
cretely and adequately is now of urgent importance,

3. Julius A. Krug, Secretary of the Interior, in Statchood for
Alaska, Hearings, before the subcommittee on Territorial and
Insular Passessions of the Committee on Public Lands, House of
Representatives, 8oth Congress, 1st Session, April 16, 1947, p. 18.
4. leeland, Termination of Defense Agreement of [uly &, to4r
and Provision for Interim Use of Keflavik Airport. Treatics and
Other International Acts Series 1566 (Washington, 1947).

5. Defense of Greenland, Agreement and Exchange of Notes,
Executive Agreement Series 204 (Washington, 1941).

6. Statutes of Canada (Ottawa, King's Printer), 1 George 6,
Chapter 47.
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At present, available evidence suggests that our pol-
icy as now applied adds to the tension of the world
without promising to safeguard us effectively in
the event of war. The House Select Committee
on Foreign Aid this year noted with concern that
Russia was signing trade agreements with North-
ern European countries (Norway, Denmark, and
Iceland) which “control,” or are themselves “stra-
tegic areas” on the Arctic perimeter (Spitsbergen,
Greenland, Iceland).” In turn, I. I. Yermashev, lec-
turing at the Polytechnical Museum in Moscow
on January 31, 1947, ridiculed the “defense” mo-
tive animating American Arctic policy and stated:
“The Arctic Basin is the first sphere of world ex-
pansion.”

Officials of the United States contend that the
Soviet Union merely exploits American policy in
the Arctic as a pretext for propagandistic attack,
and reject the suggestion that the policy is provoca-
tive. The tension between the two great powers
where the Arctic is concerned is perhaps insepar-
able from the general tension that characterizes
their relations with one another. However, repeated
statements in public that military combat in the
Arctic is likely can aggravate the general tension.
“The emphasis often placed solely on the military
aspects of world affairs does a disservice to the
cause of peace,” Secretary of State George C. Mar-
shall said on May s, 1948, “The more that present
differences are talked about and treated exclusively
as a military problem, the more they tend to be-
come 50.7®* Manifestation by the Soviet Union
of interest in the Arctic certainly disturbs the
United States, as revealed by the reaction to the
public disclosure in January 1947 that Russia had
sought from Norway the privilege of using the
Spitsbergen Islands (Svalbard) for a military base.

Suggestions have appeared for softening the riv-
alry of the powersin the Arctic. The Canadian gov-
ernment early in 1947 recommended that the Soviet
Union exchange data with Ottawa on the Arctic, and
Louis St. Laurent, Canadian Minister of External
Affairs, on July 4, 1947, announced in the Dominion
House of Commons that his government welcomed
the co-operation of any “northern nation™ in devel-

7. Preliminary Report 20 of the House Select Committee on
Foreign Aid, The Eanr European Economy in Relation to the
European Recovery Program (Washington, 1948), p. Go,

8. Quoted in Moscow dispatch to the New York Times, Febru-
ary 1, 1947. See also 1. 1. Yermashev, * ‘Polyarnaya Strategya’ i
Palyarnaya Ekspansya” (" ‘Polar Strategy’ and Polar Expan-
sion"" ), stenographic report of public lectures delivered on Janu-
ary 31, 1947. All-Union Lecture Bureau of the Ministry of
Higher Education of the U.S.8.R., Publishing House of Pravda,
Moscow, 1947.

8a. Marshall to House Foreign Affaire Committee, Department
of State Press Release No. 344, May 5, 1948,
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oping the Arctic regions” Miss Emily Greene
Balch of Wellesley, Massachusetts, winner of the
Nobel Peace Prize for 1946, recommended that
governments put the polar regions under an inter-
national governmental administration.'” A co-oper-
ative spirit marked the activities of the powers in
the Arctic before World War 11, but in recent years
fear of attack has prompted this country to rely on
its own military strength and on bilateral diplomatic
agreements to strengthen itself in the Far North.

THE ARCTIC WORLD

Until recent years neglect, except by a few ad-
venturers and specialists, was the common lot of
the Arctic regions—although some Europeans, not-
ably the English, Dutch, and Danes, for centuries
competed with one another in the economic ex-
ploitation of portions of the Arctic. Scientists who
became interested in those regions during the past
75 years fostered a spirit of international co-opera-
tion with respect to the Arctic. For example, as a
result of the international polar conferences at
Hamburg in 1879 and Berne in 1880, a number of
governments, including that of the United States,
made complementary meteorological and magnetic
studies in the Arctic and pooled their findings. In
May 1926 men of three nations, the American, Ells-
worth, the Norwegian, Amundsen, and the Iralian,
Nobile, crossed the North Pole together in a dirig-
ible. The United States and the nationals of other
countries joined in diligent search when Leva-
nevsky of Russia and his five crewmen disappeared
on their flight from Moscow to Fairbanks, Alaska,
in 1937. Again, the United States in that same year
encouraged the Russians to make their transpolar
flight which ended in California.

The theoretical possibility that governments might
use the land formations in the Northern seas for
military purposes was foreseen immediately after
World War L. In Article g of the treaty of Febru-
ary g, 1920 recognizing the sovereignty of Norway
in Spitsbergen, the signatories (the United States,
Great Britain and the British Dominions, France,
Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Denmark, Sweden,
Norway, plus the Soviet Union, which adhered to
the treaty in 1925) forbade the establishment of mil-
itary bases in the archipelago. The islands, a source
of coal, lie above the winter limit of shipping north
of Norway between 74° and 81° north latitude and
10° and 35° east longitude. But the strategic advan-
tage of the Arctic area was generally overlooked un-
til Vilhjalmur Stefansson in 1922 described the sig-

9. United Press Dispatch, New York Herald Tribune, July s,
1947-
10. New York Times, April 27, 1947.
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nificance of the great circle course over the Arctic
Sea'! and brought about general recognition of the
practical utility of transpolar flight.

In anticipation of his own article Stefansson in
1918 had claimed, for Canada, Wrangel Island in
the Arctic off the Northern coast of Siberia, 550
miles east of Point Barrow, Alaska, which he con-
sidered potentially useful as an airport. Russia,
however, transported settlers and raised the Soviet
flag there in 1924 and 1926, and Canada, the United
States, and the United Kingdom have neither dis-
puted nor formally recognized this action. Each of
the three governments had grounds for claiming
the island. Russia was then, as it is now, sovereign
over the major portion of the strategic Arctic re-
gion, bounded customarily not by the Arctic Circle
but by an irregular line limiting the area in which
the average temperature for the warmest month is
less than 50° Fahrenheit."?

This region includes the Arctic Sea, covering
about 5,400,000 square miles, the shorelines of the
sea (excepting Norway), the islands within the sea,
part of Greenland, and much of Labrador. By far
the longest Arctic Sea shoreline is the northern
boundary of Russia, which reaches from 30° east
longitude to 170° west. Parts of the shoreline be-
long also to the United States (Alaska), Canada,
and Denmark (Greenland). Russia, Canada, Den-
mark, and Norway control the islands within the
Arctic Sea.

The strategic area of the Arctic extends well be-
low the line of 50° monthly maximum average
temperature. To command the Arctic or a portion
of it, a people must command a portion of the sub-
Arctic. Most of Alaska, including the Aleutian
Islands, is sub-Arctic, as is Canada southward along
the Mackenzie River to Forth Smith, 1,300 miles
from the river’s mouth; the forest lands of Labra-
dor; and portions of Russia. Moreover, the devel-
opment of Arctic strategy depends on control of
the approaches to the area. Thus certain regions on
the Atlantic Great Circle course south of the sub-
Arctic are important sites in Arctic policy—notably
Iceland, Newfoundland'*® (where the United States

11, Vilhjalmur Stefansson, The Northward Course of Empire
(New York, Harcourt, Brace, 1922). See also Stefansson,
“Arctic as an Air Route of the Futore,” National Geographic,
August 1922, pp. 205-18; Anne Morrow Lindbergh, North fo
the Oriene (New York, Harcourt, Brace, 1937).

12. M. C. Shelesnyak, Acros: the Top of the World (Washing-
ton, Officc of Naval Research, Navy Department, 1947), p. 14.
12a. “Agreement between the governments of the United
Kingdom and the United States of America relative to the bases
leased to the Umited States of America (and exchange of notes)
together with Protocol between the governments of the United
Kingdom, Canada, and the United States of America, concern-
ing the defence [sc] of Newfoundland." Britich Foreign Office
Treaty Series (London, HM.5.0., 1941). For Canadian military
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has the right to maintain air and naval bases until
203g), the Faroe Islands (part of the Kingdom of
Denmark) occupied by Britain during World
War II after the German occupation of Denmark,
and, for European powers, Northern Norway and
the Murmansk and Petsamo areas of Russia.

WORLD WAR 11 IN ARCTIC

The contemporary official American conception
of the Arctic region as a strategic center of any fu-
ture war, involving conflict between the United
States and a European or Asiatic power, has de-
veloped from experience gained in World War 11
Although that war lacked the transpolar features
which are theoretically feasible and which the spec-
ulations of General Spaatz and observers sharing his
views now emphasize, it was the first Arctic war of
any magnitude. Combat occurred in both the Arc-
tic and sub-Arctic regions, and Japanese forces for
a period occupied a portion of sub-Arctic America
in the Aleutians. The effectiveness of aerial opera-
tions deep in the temperate zone depended on
meteorological data reported by Americans sta-
tioned in the Far North. The principal lines of
communications from the United States to the Eu-
ropean Allies followed the Atlantic Great Circle
course through the areas of support of the Arctic
and the sub-Arctic. Control of the approaches to
the Arctic strengthened the Allies in the maritime
phases of the war.

The United States took diplomatic and military
steps to safeguard its far northern approaches be-
fore it formally became a belligerent in World
War II. The Ogdensburg Agreement of August 17,
1940, establishing a permanent Joint United States-
Canada Board of Defense “to consider in the broad
sense the defense of the northern half of the West-
ern Hemisphere,”"? made possible the construction
of eleven weather bases in Labrador, the construc-
tion of the Alaska Highway as a military com-
munication line from Edmonton to Fairbanks, and
the establishment of the Northwest Staging Route
for the flight of combat and transport planes from
Great Falls, Montana, across Canada to Alaska.
The United States also constructed, under other
agreements, Goose Bay Airport in Labrador and
the Canol petroleum extraction and refinery project
in the Yukon territory.

From Canada, the Arctic defense arrangements
of the United States fanned out eastward and west-

rights in Newfoundland in event of a new outhreak of war, sce
“Agreement between the governments of Canada, Newfoundland
and the United Kingdom respecting Defence Installations in
Newfoundland, March 31, 1946" (London, HM.5.0,, 1946).
13. Louise W. Holborn, War and Peace Aims of the United
Nations (Boston, World Peace Foundation, 1943), p. 20.

W= Department

FOREIGN POLICY REPORTS * JUNE I, 1948

ward. The eastward development, across the At-
lantic periphery of the Arctic, came first. Its pur-
pose was to keep open the sea lanes from North
America to Europe. The exchange of American
destroyers for the use of British possessions in the
Western Hemisphere as military bases assigned the
United States rights in Newfoundland. Giving
America a new foothald in the Arctic itself, the
agreement, signed on April g, 1941, authorizing the
United States to defend Greenland, noted “the ex-
posed position of the Danish flag in Greenland”
and “the grave danger that European territorial
possessions in America may be converted into stra-
tegic centers of aggression against nations of the
American continent,” and therefore granted the
United States “the right to construct, maintain, and
operate such landing fields, seaplane facilities and
radio and meteorological installations” and “to im-
prove and deepen harbors and anchorages and the
approaches thereto, to install aids to navigation by
air and by water, and to construct roads, communi-
cation services, fortifications, repair and storage
facilities, and housing for personnel, and, generally,
the right to do any and all things necessary to in-
sure the efficient operation, maintenance and pro-
tection of such defense facilities as may be estab-
lished.”4

On July 1, 1941 the United States brought its
new series of Arctic defenses within goo miles of
the European continent through agreement with
Iceland for use of military bases there.””

The development of Arctic policy westward to
protect Alaska aimed at safeguarding airways ra-
ther than sea lanes. Across the aerial route from
North America to Russia via Bering Strait lend-
lease planes were ferried in 1942, 1943, 1944, and
1045. At one point during the war America had
more than 200,000 naval, military, and air troops
stationed in Alagka, but until 1939 neither the Navy
ngress had manifested serious
interest in the fortification of the territory. In that
year the Navy decided to build air stations at three
points at intervals of 700 miles—Sitka, Kodiak, and
Dutch Harbor. In manning the Aleutians the Navy
ignored suggestions of naval theorists' and did not
establish bases on the islands Kiska and Attu, both
of which Japan occupied in 1942 with about 10,000
troops and abandoned in 1943 after immobilizing
“from 100,000 to 150,000 U.S. troops plus a strong
naval task force for 15 months.™" The Army Air

14, Exccutive Agreement Series 204, cited.

15. Treaties and Other International Acts Series 1566, cited.
16. Ernest Grucning, Governor of Alaska, in Statehood for
Alaska, Hearings, cited, p. 420.

17. Extract from the minutes of the Joint Staff Planners roxst
mecting, in Investigation of the National Defense Program,
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Forces operated bases near Fairbanks and Nome,
but the Air Forces seldom had more than 300
planes on hand in Alaska at any time throughout
the war.

POSTWAR ARCTIC FOLICY

American policy with respect to the Arctic in the
postwar years is based on knowledge and experi-
ence gained and arrangements made during the
war, but it stresses defense against a possibility
which received only passing consideration from
1941 10 1945—and that is transpolar attack. Amer-
icans are not the only ones to be fascinated by trans-
polar possibilities. The Norwegian, Bernt Balchen,
in an address to the Norwegian Geographic Society
in Oslo on January 22, 1947, described the Arctic
as a focal point of air operations in any eventual
war, since “the North Polar region is the shortest
route between the areas vitally concerned.”'® How-
ever, the United States is concerned also with the
possibility of attack along the Arctic perimeter, as
General Spaatz made clear in testimony at the
Capitol.”?

“While none of us know when war may come,”
he said, “we can with reasonable assurance tell from
whence it will come, Wars of a scale of magnitude
adversely to affect the United States must be com-
pounded of two primary elements—a large population
which may become warlike and a vast industrial re-
source for the production of weapons. . . . There are
three possible areas in the Northern Hemisphere where
these two conditions do exist. The first is in West-
ern Europe where both the First and Second World
Wars originated. The sccond is in Eastern Eurasia
and the nearby islands of the Western Pacific whence
the Japanese jumped off the last time. The third is
the land mass of central Asia, It is certain that the
weapon of the future which will immediately attack
us and which must give us the gravest concern is the
long-range bomber or the long-range guided missile.
Fither of these weapons will follow Grear Circle
courses. Trace Great Circle courses from cither of the
three areas mentioned above to the industrial centers
of the United States and we find that all of these
courses thus described pass over or near the Arctic
regions. . . . Likewise, if our own weapons are to
move to the war chests of the enemy, they must follow
the same courses and have the range, the speed and
the characteristics to follow the same pathways to the
war-making potential of the enemy.”

Anticipating the modern polar military theorists,
the late General William E. Mitchell coined an

Hearings before a Special C ittee i igating the National
Defense Program, U.S. Senate, 79th Congress, 2d Session, Part
39, p. 23485,

18. Norway Digest (Royal Norwegian Information Services),
No. 57, January 31, 1947.

19. Military Establishment Appropriations Bill for 1948, Hear-
ings, cited, p. 6o1.
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axiom: “He who holds Alaska holds the world."2
Alaska is now the strategic center of the United
States Arctic policy. Postwar training operations
there stress defense against attack from the Arctic
regions themselves. The principal air base is Ladd
Field, ro miles from Fairbanks. Facilities developed
during World War II are still available. Admiral
C. A. Lockwood, the Naval Inspector General, in
reviewing American operations in the Alaskan
theater during the last war, formally expressed the
opinion on September 4, 1946 that “strategically
this area is of great importance and will continue
to be so,” and that “military and naval facilities in
that area may be urgently needed in the future.?!
The Army today is Alaska’s “biggest industry.”
Yet the size of the military force in Alaska is
small. The Air Force on February 29, 1948 had
only one fighter group, 75 planes, and one bomber
squadron there.”® The Army at the same period
had 7,000 troops in Alaska, “all service troops,
servicing the Air Force."? “We think there should
be some combat units in Alaska, to bring that up
to something like 15,000,” according to General
Omar Bradley, Chief of Staff, United States
Army.*® However important the officials of the
military establishment consider the Arctic, they
garrison it weakly. The task of the Alaskan force
is to defend a peninsula which is onefifth the
size of the combined 48 states. Yet the troops on
location and the bases to which they are assigned
are reported to be poorly equipped.?

DIPLOMATIC PROBLEMS

The diplomatic interests of Russia and the
United States in the development of their postwar
Arctic policies have centered on Spitsbergen, Fin-
land, Canada, Greenland, and Iceland. Neither
great power has been able to obtain all the priv-
ileges it sought. The Norwegian Storting on Feb-
ruary 15, 1947, by a vote of ror to 11, adopted a
resolution which in effect denied the Soviet pro-
posal that Norway and Russia declare that the de-
fense of Spitsbergen was the joint concern of the

20, Quoted in Sttchood for Alaska, Hearings, cited, p. 6z,

21, The Naval Inspector General to the Chief of Naval Opera-
tions, Investigation of the National Defense Program, Hearings,
cited, p. 233360,

22. General Dwight D. Eisenhower, then Army Chicf of Staff,
during a visit to Fairbanks, Alaska. New York Times, August 7,
1947-

23. Chart 6, Universal Military Training, Hearings before the
Senate Committee on Armed Services, Soth Congress, 2d Ses-
sion, facing page 392,

24, lbud., p. 347.

25. Ihid.
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two countries.”” The Storting’s resolution in part
stated that “the international situation has . . .
changed, as a result of the termination of the war
to which the Soviet Union contributed so mightily,
as a result of the United Nations having come into
being and having taken up their work for peace
and security, and not the least as a result of the
resolution of the United Nations with regard to
disarmament, which was initiated by the Soviet
Union. To that extent the circumstances which
conditioned the wording of the Norwegian draft
declaration are no longer present and the opening
of the negotiations of a military character with any
single foreign power concerning the defense of a
region under Norwegian sovereignty would be con-
trary to the foreign policy which the government
in concert with the Storting have pursued since
liberation . . . The Storting, never forgetting the
assistance given to Norway by the Soviet Union,
agree that discussions with the Soviet Union, the
State which besides Norway has particular eco-
nomic interests on Svalbard, otherwise should be
continued concerning preparations for a revision
of the Spitsbergen (Svalbard) Treaty of 1920 with
a view to making it more satisfactory. The Storting
further agrees that, when negotiations are opened
with the other signatory powers, those states which
in the last World War have fought against Norway
or its allies should be excluded.”

But postwar diplomacy lengthened the Russian
shoreline on the Arctic Sea, in that the treaty settle-
ment with Finland, in accordance with the Russo-
Finnish armistice agreement of September 19, 1944,
permanently ceded to the U.S.S.R. the province of
Petsamo (Pechanga) ?® As a result, the continental
territories of only two states in the Eastern Hemis-
phere now directly front the Arctic—Russia and
Norway.

ICELAND

The United States has negmia:c! with Efx_rgg-ov-

ernments in order to advance its postwar Arctic
policy. At the conclusion of hostilities the Truman
administration suggested to the government of
Iceland that it accord us the permanent use of mil-
itary bases. During wartime occupation, under the
terms of the agreement of July 1, 1941, the United
States constructed and manned the air base of
Keflavik and manned the naval base of Hvalfjor-
dur, while the United Kingdom constructed an
27. Press release of the Royal Norwegian Information Service,
March 4, 1947.

28, Part 1, Article 2, Treaty of Peace with Finlandllgn.
Treaties of Peace With Italy, Bulgaria, Hungary, Roumania, and
Finland, Department of State Publication 2743 (Washington,
1947)y po 2. Not having been at war with Finland, the United
States is not A party to the treaty with Finland,

FOREIGN POLICY REPORTS * JUNE I, 1948

air base at Reykjavik, the Icelandic capital. The
government of Prime Minister Olafur Thors re-
jected the American request for permanent priv-
ileges. The agreement of October 7, 1946 required
the United States to withdraw all its military and
naval personnel from the island within 180 days,
but it left this country with a foothold there by
stating: “The Keflavik Airport will continue to be
available for use by aircraft operated by or on be-
half of the government of the United States in
connection with the fulfillment of United States
obligations to maintain control agencies in Ger-
many,”

That limited concession, which the Icelandic
parliament approved 32 to 14 (with 6 members ab-
staining), created a tense political situation in Ice-
land and precipitated the withdrawal of the coali-
tion government headed by Prime Minister Olafur
Thors. The Communist party, which in the 1946
elections won 10 of the 52 parliamentary seats, organ-
ized a one-day general strike in Reykjavik in pro-
test against the agreement, and the 10 Communists
in parliament voted solidly against its acceptance.
The strike failed, however; the work stoppage was
not general. The Thors government fell. Although
the Prime Minister was a member of the Indepen-
dent party (whose 20 members formed the largest
single party bloc in parliament), his coalition gov-
ernment included two Communists. There are no
Communists in the government of Stefan J. Stef-
ansson, Social Democrat, which succeeded that of
Thors.

Under the terms of the Keflavik concession, the
Icelandic Airport Corporation, a subsidiary of a
United States firm, the American Overseas Air-
lines, operates the airport. In authorizing America
to use Keflavik, the agreement (paragraph 4) pro-
vided: “To this end the Government of the United
States shall have the right to and may, at its ex-
pense, maintain at the airport either directly or
under its responsibility the services, facilities, and
personnel necessary to such use. The special char-
acter of these aircraft and their personnel will be
respected as far as customs, immigration and other
facilities are concerned. No landing fees shall be
charged such aircraft.”® Trans-Atlantic planes of
American Overseas Airlines halt at Keflavik. Cana-
dian, British, Dutch, French, and Scandinavian
commercial air lines also use the field, but the Ice-
land Communists continue to focus their animosity
on the United States, as shown in the bitter com-
ments about America in the Communist newspaper
Thjodviljinn. The British have severed all special

29. ‘Treaties and Other International Acts Series 1566, cited,
30. Ihid.
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military connections with Iceland. In withdrawing,
the British presented the Reykjavik airport to Ice-
land at no cost; while for $300,000 the United States
has turned over to Iceland the naval base at
Hyvalfjordur.

CANADA AND GREENLAND

On February 12, 1947, the State Department an-
nounced the conclusion of a new defense agree-
ment between the United States and Canada. It
provides for the “mutual and reciprocal availabiliry
of military, naval and air facilities in cach country,”
but “this principle is to be applied as may be ar-
ranged in specific cases.” The agreement author-
ized the establishment of seven meteorological sta-
tions on the Canadian archipelago, and the Domin-
ion government retained the right to operate them
jointly with the United States. “From the military
standpoint and the security standpoint of the West-
ern Hemisphere, it is absolutely essential that some
stations be moved into the Arctic,” Colonel D. N.
Yates, Weather Service, United States Army Air
Forces, had said before the conclusion of the agree-
ment in justifying a northern weather program.*
The Air Force supplements this stationary weather
reporting by sending a B-2g at frequent intervals
on a weather flight from Alaska to the North Pole.
The meteorological service is a military as well as
a scientific undertaking. Upon the announcement
of the United States-Canada agreement, the Soviet
organ Izvestia stated that it possessed “obviously
aggressive characteristics.”™® Careful not to fan
Russian suspicions, the Canadian government had
minimized the military importance of Exercise
Muskox, which during the winter of 194546 had
tested the usefulness of motorized military equip-
ment in cold weather and on snow-covered terrain
in Northern Canada, and on which the Canadian
government permitted the United States to send
obseryers.

Greenland, the huge island neighboring Canada
on the east, was a useful source of weather informa-
tion during World War 11*® and an important
point of defense of the air and sea lanes along the
Great Circle course over the Atlantic from North
America to Europe. At the conclusion of the war
the United States transferred to Danish operation
the 17 weather bases which American forces had
established in Greenland during the war. The Dan-

31. Arctic Weather Reporting Stations, Hearings before the
Committee on Agriculture, House of Representatives, 7oth Con-
gress, 2nd Session, p. 18,

32. [lsvestia, February 19, 1947.

33. Peace and War: United States Foreign Policy 1939-1941.
Department of State Publication 1983 (Washington, 1943),
p. 641,
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ish government has acquiesced in the desire of
the Weather Bureau in Washington to use Thule,
Greenland, in the summer of 1948 as an assembly
point for materials to be transported by air to Elles-
mere Island, Canada, for the establishment of a
new Arctic meteorological station. In the absence
of a new agreement to supplant the Defense of
Greenland Agreement of April g, 1941, the United
States retains the use of the military bases estab-
lished during the war, but the inconclusive char-
acter of the Danish-American conversations, as they
have proceeded to date, leaves the position of the
United States in Greenland fraught with uncer-
tainty. In addition to other considerations that
migl‘ir explain Denmark’s reluctance to accord to
the United States the permanent privileges it seeks,
the proximity of that country to the Soviet Union
endows Danish foreign policy with the quality of
caution, especially so long as the United States does
not guarantee Denmark against attack. Danish
public opinion has wondered whether a Greenland
agreement, designed to improve the defense of the
United States, might not expose defenseless Den-
mark to danger.

ARCTIC WAR GAMES

If military men are correct in assuming that the
Arctic and sub-Arctic regions may be a theatre
of warfare between the United States and the So-
viet Union, their main source of concern should be
not diplomacy, but the Americans’ imperfect ad-
justment to warfare and life in extreme tempera-
tures, and the underpopulation of the Northern
areas in which the United States is interested.

General Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1946 expressed
the opinion that large-scale ground operations in
the 40-below temperature (Fahrenheit) of the Arc-
tic were unlikely, and he commented on the high
number of casualties suffered by American troops
in relatively mildly cold weather during the Bartle
of the Bulge in Belgium in December 1944.** But
an effort by an enemy to establish a foothold in
Arctic North America is not beyond possibility.
An attack at 40° below could not be ignored by us
because of the temperature. Russia is experienced
in combat in far more intense cold than the ther-
mometer registered during the Battle of the Bulge,
although Russian troops have not fought often in
Arctic and sub-Arctic conditions. The coldest spot
in the world, so far as records are available, is
Oimckon, Siberia, 150 miles south of the Arctic
Circle, where the temperature has reached go® be-
low zero (Fahrenheit). In an effort to discount the
effect of the Northern cold, Stefansson has pointed

34. New York Herald Tribune, October 12, 1946.
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out that five states in America have recorded tem-
peratures of 55° below zero or colder—Wyoming
66°, Montana 63°, North Dakota 60°, Minnesota
59°, and South Dakota 58°. Yet the efforts of the
United States military establishment to cope with
the weather at the Far North have demonstrated
that the extreme cold interferes seriously with the
conduct of combat operations.*’

The United States began to make cold-weather
combat tests under simulated conditions at Con-
cord, Massachusetts, in 1935. In 1938 a cold-weather
experimental station was constructed at Ladd Field,
Alaska, but serious tests began only in the winter
of 1941-1942, and they were sketchy. During World
War II Canada conducted two cold-weather exer-
cises, both of them south of the sub-Arctic zone—
Operation Eskimo in the dry cold of Northern
Saskatchewan, and Operation Polar Bear in the
wet cold of snow-covered mountains in British
Columbia.

More intensive investigation of cold-weather pos-
sibilities began after the war. In March 1946 the
carrier Midway visited Davis Strait, where it pro-
ceeded within 200 miles of the Arctic Circle with
57 planes and one helicopter, all of which prac-
ticed take-off and landing operations from the ship
in low temperature and in snowy weather. Also in
March 1946 the participants in Exercise Muskox
began their progress from Churchhill, on Hudson’s
Bay, northward to Cambridge Bay above the Cir-
cie: and then westward and southward to Edmon-
ton. Three United States Army Air Force supply
planes and six gliders took part in the Exercise.
In October 1g46 the Army Air Forces announced
the policy of rotating B-29 bomber groups and P-5t
fighter squadrons in service at Alaska bases, in order
to give all pilots and other flying officers experience
in the Far North. The Army Air Forces in Janu-
ary 1947 built a hangar at Elgin Field, Florida, in
which the temperature could be maintained at 70°
below zero for the Arctic test of men, aircraft, and
equipment. The Army Ground Forces tried their
Arctic aptitudes in January 1947, in Task Force
Frigid, whose tests began in temperature 67° be-
low zero. Concurrently Task Force Williwaw was
making ground equipment tests in the Arctic sup-
port region in the damp, foggy weather at Adak
in the Aleutians. In weather approximating sub-
Aretic conditions in terms of low temperature and
snowy terrain, air-borne troops tested their cold-
weather combat aptitudes in the early winter of
1948 in Operation Snowdrop near Pine Camp,
New York.

15. Hanson Baldwin, The Price of Power (New York, Harpers,
1948), pp. 156-58.
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That series of tests has disclosed shortcomings
in the American capability to wage serious war
against a vigorous foe in the Far North. Clothing
is inadequate. Men need shelter at frequent inter-
vals when they are engaged in military exercises in
intense cold, but the shelter is not always available
and the demands of warfare limit the use to which
shelter could be put if it were available?® The
problems affecting materiel are greater than those
for personnel. Small arms and guns behave erratic-
ally. The experience of Task Force Frigid caused
its commanding officer, Colonel Paul V. Kane, to
conclude that tank warfare is impossible in Alaska
in winter.’” The investigation of Davis Strait made
from the US.S. Midway produced the conclusion
that modifications in the construction of carriers
might be advisable if regular visits to the sub-Arctic
are to be paid. In cold areas the ship could use more
living space for its men. The warm-up of planes
on the Midway at times took too long for safety.
Although the Midway officers discovered that they
could prevent the freezing of their lubricating oil
by mixing small amounts of gasoline with it, the
land exercises in Alaska have been harrassed by the
freezing of lubricants, battery water and tires, as
well as of electric wires that subjects them to
breaking.

In spite of these discouragements the military es-
tablishment has not lost its determination to over-
come the problems raised by the Arctic. Perhaps
use of weapons less mechanically complicated than
those which the American services rely on would
facilitate Far Northern operations. After studying
the lessons implicit in the experience of Task Force
Frigid, General Devers, commanding general of
Army Ground Forces, and Major General E. R.
Quesada, commanding general of the tactical air
command, announced in May 1947 that they had
agreed on plans for joint ground-air Arctic exer-
cises in Alaska, which subsequently were held be-
tween November 1947 and March 1948. “We must
develop air transportable ground forces units of
company size, and fly them to Alaska for small
unit training,” General Devers said.3®

To improve the adaptation of man to life in the
intense cold calls for ecological study, The Air
Force and Navy accordingly have encouraged sci-
entific experimentation by physiologists in the Arc-
tic since the end of World War II. As a reaction
test, for example, the Air Force in February 1948

36, For information on onc development in Arctic shelter see
War Department Press Release, “Army Engineers Plan Arctic
Troop Shelter,”" June 29, 1947.

37. Frederick Graham, New York Times, February 2, 1947.
38. War Department Press Release, May 4, 1947.
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transported by air from Florida w Alaska 32
soldiers who had been living for several months
under semitropical conditions, in order to deter-
mine the readiness of men to adapt themselves
psychologically to cold weather when they are
accustomed to a warm climate. A more profound
inquiry began under the direction of the Office
of Naval Research, US. Navy Department, last
August at Point Barrow, Alaska, through the estab-
lishment of a scientific task force directed to study
the metabolism of Arctic animals. Dr. Lawrence
Irving, of Swarthmore College, Pennsylvania, heads
the task force, whose investigations of Arctic fox,
Arctic weasel, ground squirrel, snow buntings,
glaucous gulls, ptarmigan, seals, dall sheep, caribou,
salt water sculpins, and minnows can throw light
on the problem confronting man in accommodat-
ing himself to a Far Northern environment, al-
though the scientific purpose is pure rather than
practical.?® “Men with experience have found it
possible . . . actually to enjoy and prefer life in the
Arctic to life elsewhere,” Sir Hubert Wilkins, polar
explorer wrote in 19473 “There remains, how-
ever, a formidable number of scientific research
problems,® which must be accomplished in the
field as well as in the laboratory, before it will be
possible to maintain inexperienced men in reason-
able comfort in the Arctic and provide them with
adequate protection to insure their efficient per-
formance of duties.”

While ecological discoveries may facilitate the
adaptation to the North of soldiers habituated to
going where orders by a superior send them, they
cannot in themselves stimulate the migration of
civilians free to live where they will. The present
civilian population of Alaska is about go,000, most
of whom live below the sub-Arctic zone; of the
Northwest Territories*! of Canada, 12,028; and of
Greenland, 18,000 (16,222 of them Eskimos). Den-
mark, from anthropological considerations, has lim-
ited European migration to Greenland in order
to guard Eskimo culture from Caucasian influ-

ences. Economic opportunity in the Far North

382, The Navy Department, in conjunction with the Arctic
Institute of North America, has contracted also with Dr. R. H.
Hamilton, University of Michigan, to determine the causes
which limit the northern spread of amphibians, particularly
tree frogs.
39. Introduction to Shelesnyak, Across the Top of the World,
cited, p. 3.
40. See Bulletin No. 1 of Arctic Institute of North America.
A Program of Desirable Screntific Investigations in Arctic North
America (Montreal), March 1946; and M. C. Shelesnyak, “Some
Problems of Human Ecology in Polar Regions,” Sciemce, Octo-
ber 31, 1947, pp. 405-400.
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border of Yukan Territory to Hudson Bay, and above the Bay
to Davis Strait.




is increasing’? Canadians, for example, mine
uranium at Great Bear Lake.?* The geological
tests which the Office of Naval Petroleum Re-
serves is making near Point Barrow along the
shore of the Arctic Sea could increase the attrac-
tion of Alaska for settlers. The Barrow petroleum
region comprises 75,000 square miles, about the
size of Uruguay. The naval reserve covers 35,000
square miles, and the Interior Department controls
the rest. Moreover, communications to Alaska are
slightly better than they were before World War IL
Trucks, buses, and private cars regularly use
the Alaska Highway from Edmonton to Fairbanks.
The Northwest Airlines and the Air Transport
Command operate planes to Alaska from the
United States over the wartime Northwest Staging
Route, and Pan-American Airways operates a
scheduled commercial plane service between Seattle
and Fairbanks by way of Juneau. But the exploita-
tion of resources has not proceeded rapidly enough
to stimulate pioneering on a large scale.

The United States cannot affect the population
policies of Canada and Denmark, but American
Federal officials have been giving serious considera-
tion to the possibility of populating the territory of
Alaska. “I believe that admission of Alaska to the
union as a state is essential to the welfare and to
the security of every one of us in the States,” Secre-
tary of the Interior Krug has said. “Alaska’s na-
tional defense position today is plain to all. We
must develop its industry, agriculture, service
trades, and professions to back up the defense
plans of the army and navy. This will require a tre-
mendously increased population.™® Krug has as-
sumed that the elevation of Alaska to the position
of 4gth state would help bring about the increase,
and President Truman in his message to Congress
on the State of the Union on January 7, 1948 recom-
mended the granting of statehood. Despite im-
provements in communications, facilities for sup-
plying Alaska with the materials needed to main-
tain an active, large military establishment are still
inadequate. Goods for all needs, even foodstuffs,
must be imported. Maritime shipping service to the
territory is irregular and costly. Internal ground
transportation facilities—three major highways and
one railroad—cannot satisfy military requirements.

42. Canada Department of Mines and Resources, The North-
west Territories, Administration, Reiowrces, Development
(Ottawa, Burcau of Northwest Territories and Yukon Affairs,
1947), introduction; Secretary of the Interior Krug, Statehood
for Alaska, Hearings, cited, pp. 9, 24, 25, 26, 30; Bernt Balchen,
Norway Digest, January 31, 1947, cited.

42a. For a hopeful view of Canada’s Arctic possibilitics, see
Flovd Trevor, Fromtier of Destiny, the Canadian Arctic
(Toronto, Canadian Association for Adult Education, 1946).
43. Statehood for Alaska, Hearings, cited, p. 7.
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At the same time the limited nature of communica-
tions impedes colonization.

RUSSIA AND THE NORTH

The scarcity of human beings in the North
American Arctic and sub-Arctic disturbs persons
who see Northern problems in terms of Russian-
American rivalry. Stefansson in an interview on
March 11, 1048* said: “There are as many Soviet
cities of 30,000 and 40,000 in the Far North as we
have villages of 300 and 400.” Now that Russians
are “beginning to visualize an attack from North
America,” he said, “they have an added tendency
to move their colonization north, this time on the
basis of being ready to counterattack in an air war.”
The US.SR. reportedly is encouraging veterans
of World War II to settle in the North, but the
Soviet interest in populating areas above the Arctic
Circle, especially in Siberia, long antedates con-
temporary rivalries, “For years,” according to Gov-
ernor Ernest Gruening of Alaska, Russia has been
“extremely active” in the promotion of agriculture
on the Chukotski Peninsula across Bering Strait
from Nome. “We do not know too much of just
what they have done,” Gruening said,*” except that
they have agricultural experiment stations every
hundred miles or so, and that they are pushing the
limits of agriculture further and further north, de-
veloping new strains of grain, and new crops, and
devising new methods of cultivation, and they are
tying in that agriculture with natural resources,
with the mines and the forests, and they are build-
ing new cities. In Alaska we are doing nothing of
the kind.”

The navigation problem of traversing the Arctic
Sea from the Kara Sea to Bering Strait first at-
tracted Russian attention northward. The Soviet
government in 1919 established the Commission
for the Study of the North. Out of the commission
grew the Arctic Institute, which “laid the basis for
a planned, methodical study of the North Polar
seas and the Arctic regions.”* In 1933 Otto Yul-
yevich Schmidt, the prominent Russian scientist,
made the first voyage from the White Sea to the
Pacific Ocean in the course of one navigation sea-
son, “without stopping over for the winter.™ Dur-
ing the following two years the Soviet Union es-
tablished within its governmental structure the
Central Administration of the Northern Sea Route,

44. To United Press in Washington Times-Herald, March 11,
1948,

45, Statehood for Alaska, Hearings, cited, p. 401.

46, Semion Joffe, The Northern Sea Route as a Transport
Problem (Moscow, The US.S.R. Council, Institute of Pacific
Relations; 1936), p. 6.

47, Ibid., p. 7.
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with Dr, Schmidt as first chief. The navigation
interest remains lively. The first postwar Five-Year
plan, announced in March 1946, “aims at convert-
ing the Northern Sea Route into a normally oper-
ating waterway,” according to the U.S.S.R. Infor-
mation Bulletin of June 18, 1947,

The Bulletin also reported that in Leningrad the
Higher Arctic Maritime School and the Leningrad
Arctic School are training engineer-hydrographers,
oceanographers, navigators, radio operators, hydro-
meteorologists, and electrical and ship mechanics
for work in the Far North. Arctic studies seem to
be popular in Russia. In 1946, 1,176 applications
arrived for the 22 vacancies in the school for tech-
nical workers. “Future Arctic specialists,” the Bul-
letin says, “are maintained at the expense of the
State: they get a stipend, free food and clothing and
books. The Higher Arctic School has a correspon-
dence course for engincers specializing in hydro-
graphy, meteorology and oceanography. . . . Pros-
pecting the Arctic for minerals, establishing lines
of communication and a reliable weather service,
introducing agriculture in the north and finding
the reasons for changes in the climatic conditions—
such are the more important tasks facing the Soviet
Arctic stations and expeditions.” This intensive
cultivation of interest in the Far North gives Rus-
sia an advantage in Arctic rivalry which the United
States lacks, although the establishment of the Arc-
tic Institute of North America in Montreal in
1945 suggests that North American interest is rising.

ARCTIC UNCERTAINTIES

Until the emphasis which the military have
placed on the Arctic is subjected to careful analysis,
Americans will not be certain whether the diplo-
matic rebuffs they have suffered, the discourage-
ments that have atended the Northern task force
exercises, and the underpopulation of the North
American Arctic are really a source of weakness
for the country. Whatever study is pursued might
also inquire into the striking power of modern
weapons. Will the long-range bombing plane and
the modern guided missile soon be able to blast
the United States at the end of a transpolar flight
from Europe? General George C. Kenny, com-
manding general of the Army Air Forces’ Strategic
Air Command, predicted on January 26, 1947 that
pilotless atom bomb-bearing planes crossing the
North Polar Basin could kill 25000000 men,
women and children in North America within 24

67

hours.*® But so far as it is publicly known the
United States has not been able to send guided
missiles (V-bombs) far enough to span the Arctic,*
and intense cold creates new problems for the
launching of such weapons that have not yet been
solved, so far as the public knows. Russia's oppor-
tunity to experiment with guided missiles has not
been greater than ours. The flight without a halt
in October 1947 of the B-29 bomber Pacusan
Dreamboat along the Arctic periphery from
Hawaii to Cairo, a distance of 10,000 miles, has
encouraged the belief thar planes can regularly
proceed on intercontinental bombing missions. But
it is still a question whether a plane loaded with
bombs and carrying adequate supplies of gasoline
could regularly attack the United States across the
Pole and return to its base, although in March
1948 B-20s reportedly carrying normal combat fuel
loads and simulated bomb loads of 10,000 pounds
each flew nonstop 4600 miles from Hawaii to
Florida*® Even though planes have transpolar
range, the prablem of supplying their bases remains
formidable. If combat planes are capable of carry-
ing out regularly, without protracted interruptions
due to supply difficulties, combat missions from
Northern Europe and Northern Asia against the
United States, then it is important to realize thar
Kansas is 5,400 miles from Moscow (by way of an
air line via Scandinavia, Greenland, Baffin Land,
and prairie Canada) ; 5,700 miles from Sverdlovsk;
5,900 miles from Irkutsk—while each of these cities
is many less miles away from the key Alaskan
points, Fairbanks and Point Barrow.

If the Arctic has been overemphasized as the first
outpost of defense of the continent, this should be-
come known so that the country can focus its atten-
tion on areas of greater importance from the stra-
tegic point of view. If, however, the military theory
and assumptions about the Arctic are correct, the
United States should take steps at once to strength-
en itself in an area where it is dangerously weak.

4B, New York Herald Tribune, Janvary 27, 1947. Hume
Wrong, Canadian Ambassador 1o the United States, has criti-
cised the “over-dramatic” presentation of news from the Arctic
and the emphasis on military activitics in the Arctic. New York
Times, May 8, 1948,

49. But Dr, L. A. Delasso, chicf of the Ballistics Measuring
Laboratorics of Aberdeen Proving Ground, U.S. Army, reports
that the United States could construct a guided missile capable
of reaching any spot on earth if sufficicnt resources were concen-
trated on carrying out the project. Ansel E. Talbert, New York
Herald Tribune, April 21, 1948.

s0, New York Herald Tribune, April B, 1948,
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Arctic Strategic Islands

By Bramr Bories axp Ona K. D. Rinowoop

Russia has superior advantages in comparison
with the United States, from the territorial point
of view, in today's competitive race for supremacy
in the Arctic.! Most of the islands in the Arctic Sea
belong to Russia. It claims Severnaya Zemlya,
Fridijof Nansen Land (formerly Franz Josef
Land), Novaya Zemlya, the New Siberian Islands,
the small Medvezhn Islands at the mouth of the
Omolon River, and Wrangel Island. Severnaya
Zemlya is 1,100 miles from the northernmost point
of the Canadian archipelago, which extends to
X: T. A, Taracouzio, Sowicti i the Arctic (New York,
Macmillan, 1938).
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83° north latitude. To Norway belong Spitsbergen
and Jan Mayen, a small fog-bound island, useful
for aerial operations, between Greenland and Nor-
way, just above the Arctic Circle. Denmark’s
Greenland, the largest island in the world, is three
quarters covered with an ice cap, and portions of
Labrador and of Ellesmere and Baffin Islands in
the Canadian archipelago are covered with glaciers
and ripped with forbidding fjords. However, some
portion of every island—as well as the floes in the
sea itself —is inviting to the meteorologist who
wants an observation site, and many islands can be
developed into air bases.
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FormaBur f}’ﬁhauS“‘%q
herra Préfessor Wagnis Jénsson,

Ei i.' 41

Hérme5 layfi &g mér a% senda yBur afrit af greinare
gerd er &g hefi sent Sakadémsara og sem felur { sér
lw“1§q1WXﬁﬂ un bal hvernig innflutningur kmlisképa og
annara frystikerfa, sem krebur hefur veris - atvika®ist,

Upplfsingar qesanr patti mér vent um ad qar‘ay yriua unnwr
81lum me¥limun h&ttvirte £3frhs gsrila, avo ab rabis £é1
{ heild sem réttasta mynd af bv{ hvernig mivtﬁg beu, sem
hér um reSir, hafa orbHib,
fg vil jafnframt leyfa mér =5 _yona, a8 hittvirt £jérhagse
rA5 taki tillit til bess, a5 hér ar um fyrsta brot a% reja
og vena &g ab rﬁﬁiﬂ v*“%i stuBla aB bvi ab £ rirtoki minu
og ﬂg.xfum mér, ve okki hegnt, avo a% &g i eigi undir
rieil, Vil &z 1 *vi gambandi benda & a% wmlisképarnir sem
&g var ltinn greife { bankanum rétt f‘.r en tollafareibalan
var auﬁﬁvrﬁ af' sama a51la eru greiddir me® ré vifskipta
manna minna, beirra sem £4 -4ttu “*Fin, en beir eru Jafne
margir oo -3.‘_-4 arn efa 83 all t5lu.

Fengl &z me’ engu ! sta%ist Da% 4fall cem
apnir yriu #er'i“ ups brv4ﬂ Ain ﬂr1‘“"'ei§-¢d,
beirrs er um 200 bds, krdénur - sem ég skulda

4

og a5 framen se:iv

g vil o !

ef ri%i8 éskar bess op flytja inn fryst 1v; Y g

Perf? f stalinn, sem eigl verfSur um deilt ab 29;r1 undir

hann f*akh sem leyfid er Mewn.. Myndl &y begar hafa endursent
pl, ef &g veri viss um o mér veri bab heimilt,

8 lokum & nf bjbSast til af endurs
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I beirri von ab rABiS vilji msla meS bvi vib
Sakadémara, a® mér verbi gefinn kostur 4 réttar-
satt, kved ég ybur,

Virbingarfyllst,
GISLI HSLLDORSSON EI'F.

Gisli Halldorsson.
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24, Apfist 1048,

F.foraztisréSherra
¢lafur Thors,
Rgxkj%xik,

Keri Olafur,

Bz leyfi mér hérme®d ad senda ybur til vinsamlegrar
athugunar medfylgjandi greinagerd er segir fri tildrég-
um bess er fyrirtmki mitt flutti inn kelisképa 4 leyfi
fyrir "frystivélar og frystikerfi", sem veitt var 4
érinu 1946 en endurnyjad & Arinu 1948, P4 til kaupa &
frystivélakerfi fyrir Mibnes { Sandgerbi, sem af Svib-
rébanlegum &st=bum gat bd ekki framkvemt kaupin,

Leyfi5 var sf%an ab nokkru nota® fyrir vélum sem pant-
abar h8fBu verid it 4 pab & &rinu 1946 en fensust ekki
innleystar 4 4rinu 1947, vegna bhess ab leyfis fékkst b4
ekki endurnfjab, og h#fdu vélar bessar pvi orbilb ah liggia
hér { breibu mAnuBum saman,

Loks voru keygtir 8t 4 leyfin kelisképar (sem enginn mun
a

geta neitad séu frystikerfi) og tvd frystikerfi (én
skfpa), bar eb ekki tdékst a¥ finna kaupendur ab stzrri
fryatikerfum,

Pegar bessi kaup voru ger®, var mér ekki 1jést, ab innflutn-
ingur peirra frystikerfa sem nefnast { daglegu tali keli-
aképar, veri { sér-flokki og ab leyfi mitt vor merkt hinum
flokkinum sem gripur yfir allskonar kmlit=ki, Snnur en sképa.

Ef mér hefBi veril betta 1jdést hefBi &g vitanlega flutt imn
smd frystikerfi, &n skdépa, bare’ bau hef5u tvimelalaust tile
heyrt beim flokki, sem leyfid v:r merkt.

Strax og mér urdu hessi mistdk 1jés, baulst ég til bess ab
endursenda k=liskfpana £ minn kostnab og flytja inn vérur,
sem ekki g=ti or5i% dgreiningur um, ab leyfi’ gilti fyrir,

Petta munnlega tilbo® mitt var hé ekki tekid til greina og
mi1418 afgreitt til Sakadémar.
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Afgreibsla bessa méls & fundi Fjdrhagsréls og Vilskipta-
nefndar var svo snégg og svo fast fylgt 4 eftir af hilfu
Vidskiptanefndar, 25 grunur minn er sﬁ, ab hér liggi anna®
og meira & bak E en einstsk samvizkusemi nefndarmanna,.
Pykir mér ekki 61{klegt abd einhverjum me5limi ViK¥skipta-
nefndar eba Fiérhagsré%s hafi bpétt hnifur sinn komist {
feitkr og ab mAl Petta veri tilvalid til ab bia fir pvi of-
g8ékn og pblitizkan &rébur gegn stefnu 5j4lfstmbisflokksins
og einstaklingum innan flokksins,

Bg verd ab visu ab vibSurkenna, aB mér hefur ordi5 & meinleg
skissa or al fyrirtski mitt er barna { fyrsta skifti brotlegt
or5i%, En alt er betta orbid ab nauBsynjalausu og fyrir
einskart athugaleysi, barel mér var frjélst a5 flytja inn
kelikerfi ef Pau abeins voru &n sképa.

Bz er bobdinn og biinn til ab beta fyrir brot mitt en finnst
sanngjarnt ab mAliS yrSi leyst me® réttars=tt, bar sem mér

veri gert ab greiba einhverja sekt - auk bess sem gera mettil
upptekan hagna¥d minn af s8lu sképanna, En ef gera mtti upp=

t=kansképana oz bannig baka mér 185 bls. krbna beint tap =
bvi a8 upphsb bessa 14t Landsbankinn mig greiba sér nokierum
minGtum 45ur en hann stdbvabi afgreibsluna hj4 Tollinum.=-

b geti slfikur hnekkir ribi¥ fyrirtaki minu og mér ab fullu
og myndi Hé& eftirleidis 1{till akkur { mér sem stubningsmanni
SjA1fstxbisflokksins,

Ef hinsvegar ad mil mitt s»tir drencilegri melferd og fur
viBunandi lausn, sem veltur ab ekki 1litlu leyti & ySur, mun
&g vel kunna a5 meta hal a8 verBleikum vid ybSur og alra
réBamenn flokksins,

VirSingarfyllat,
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riﬁ 1948 P a 1946 mun ose hafa vﬁzid veitt innfl, oz &
eyrisley fi Pretland fyrir un 260 eB%a 300 Nis, &;Unhr iiid.

V”Uﬁ' £ 1 tivﬁlu" og frysti! erfun, HifSum vib b& aBallega

{ huga frﬂsplfcﬁfi sem J, & B, Hall Ltde { Dartford haf’d

til s%lu. En kerfi heasi sem fl sta um 28 bils, kalbrium

ary lel 14411 241 beinnur hra 1i’r‘yat. ngar en o’! nkar hentug

til a% halda vib kulda { geymsluklefum, Oss b ru”t begar

margar pantanir I es i fryastikerfi og fengum vis & 4rinu 1046

Tv ela ILCi*i IF"“ﬂS.u. n vegna erfibra anfer-153lu
1‘. Sa { ‘reh,nadi drbst ¢ “*oiﬂnl eftiratsivanna fram 4

ri M7, En begar kerfd 3 komu L 1 lendsine &r4B 1 47

L]
or s & ak P4 vort hafk e -
1*; avo f ‘?, i t hafBy Asamt 8%rum leyfum verdl fellt
f

nifur un rrﬂé* n 19 47 og urdun 5 a standa { niLlu
|11 {...».- ?‘“ i o B 4" ¥ nn ]1:«w1.}r1 "Jr @\rf‘i v(;{ét. '.'.f_.:‘a
verkamiSian o Bin mjig langbhreytt £ “enwu ULI og heimtahi
vélarnar @':}J*ﬁo“ﬁ-; en viS reyndum ab komast hjd Dessu mel
wi 2% bi%ja verksmifijuna um 2% vepra bol 'ﬂﬂé‘ﬂ 9* lofuSum vih

a2l rera '\.P.'-‘."'t {tras

1 W MPRE: 2o sam P pp—— ' 1 - X

£1J t;f ?T um margra Sra gkell :'?ﬂt vik lessa vertemiSju og
cakudum &% geta stadd pantanir vorar eftir £%ngum o halda
hannd o Vi ¥ inu og traus : sers okkur h {.-.i vor! ¥, _q\_':-l-w\--'-] oer ."H;n-! (iR
vi5 hEfSum ekki &%ur brug® ' MERCR T

aS bett ry a5 4 ra"f;u ir1 1947 keypti S81uads |‘3*‘
Hra%frystihisan A, &n nokkurs fyrirvara um innfl, e%a 11de
E~“:‘li;; af 5*‘ frystikerfi sem Dessi sama v’rk-
smibja var a5 gse ) §¢ rir Iregku at)brnina oz sem var Wil
a{fasta of £i8rum 21{kum kerfum,

™ = ' Noadkmh 2, — —— . - [ - i
-Jr} 88luni®a ) . Ay kom ekki stabih 5 ksupin nema
- Qr inn sem vor keyptur handa Vestmannae
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bvi SréSstafadar { Englandi og reyndi &g undireitalur m.a,

ab selja hann hlutann ti1 Venezuels bhar sem 2llgéSar vonir
virtust fyrir hendi en er ha% mistdkst og &7 kom helim aftur
houstd’ 1047 vakna®1 &hugd hjd h.f. ¥i5nes { Sandgersi a%
kaupa betta vélakerfi ef takast mmtti aS £4 endurnfja® his
nefnda innfl, oy gjaldeyrisleyfi, sem fellt hafhi wveriS nibur,

HeBSan & hessu sté8 houatdS 1947 hétabi verksmiSjan hva’ eftir

annab ab l4ta endursenda fr{stikerfi bau sem ptntul hafSa

veril dt 4 nefnt leyfi £ meSan %a¥% var { gild? oz seljn efBari

Eluta kerfis Dess sem S8lumiBSstdlin hafil ekki osta%il vib ab
AupDae

En me% twi B selja MiBnesi h.f. Dessor eftirat8ivar kerfise
ins og £& endurnfjun hins nidurfellda leyfis, sfum vér vonir
til bess al leysa Dessi tvd vandreSamfl, bvi af leyfis 54
bebi fyrir eftirkrifunni & vélarnar sem komnar voru og sfdart
hluta hins keypta kerfis, sem mtlad var Mi¥nesi h.?f,

Loks Pékkst fdrfttur fifrhagaréls fyrir bvi ab leyfi’ yrS4
endurnfjab haustil 1947, en leyfi’ fékket b6 ekki endurnfjal
fra FiirhageriBi fyrr en be 24.jon. 1048 og vor HaB ndkvame
lega einum degl of seint, bvi ab £ sama degl barst ons skeyti
frd J.& U, Hall Ltd,, sem voru nd orSnir uppgefnir £ of LI{%a
eftir nerri pvi Arsstepp, Hess efrds a® beir hefBi DA selt
eftirstiSvar hessa vélakerfinins senm M{Snesi var atlafSur,

WS var dvi ekki lengur um P& mPzuleiks 58 reBa af keuna betta
kerfi, sem var frd hernum og hreint takiferiskaup, en MiBnes
hefs 8fndd jefnframt engan Lfhuga fyrir Gtvegun annars fristie
kerfis og gitum vér nd engan a%ile fundi® sem Sokabi aftir ab
hagnfta leyfiS til frystivélakaupa. Leystum wér vl 8t kréfu
Jo& E, Hall Ltd, vegna vBlakerfa Deirra sem hér 1fgu og &ttum
P8 eftir afgangs af loyfimu ea, kr, 186,000,« &notabar,

Me5 11111td til alls heoss koatnabar oz Deirra erfiSleiks sem vér
hafSum orB4l ab hola vegna less ol leyfi vort hafBi ekki fenglst
endurnfja® fyrr en svona seint, fannst ose elki Sréttlétt efa
évenjulegt ab wér hagnfttum leyfil til a8 keupa frystivélar efa
frystikerfi, fyrir eigin reikning,

HugSunst vér fyret kaupa 51lu smorri frystikerfi en bau, sem vér

£rhe

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarni Benediktsson © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur.




iﬁ GISLI HALLDORSSON 11p

REYKJAVIK - [CELAND

héfSum £5ur loypt, Danniz a% bau geti komiS a5 sem £381e
breyttustu gegni, svo sem til a% halda k7ldum geymalum £
skipum og bAtum, W4 geta Dess { dessu sambandi =5 { hinum
n&gg togurum eru olfk smfvélakerfi og ermu bau einmitt £
Je& E, Hell Ltd. sem vér hifum vibdskiptl vor vil,

Jafnframt mitt: selja kerfi Dessi til ksupflaga og ksupmanna
og heimila vi% 536 og { sveit Dar sem Hou gftu komis a¥ gbSu
1154 vi5 al vernda motwell £réd skendum,

Sp ég undirritabur £6r til Snglands { sumar athugeti &g um verd
of afgrailslu slfkra kerfa, 5n er Dol kom { 1383 ab erfitt var
ab £A kerfi Dessi afgreidd meb métor nema & nokku® lsnzum ti{ma
og ennfremur sem &g taldl stért atrifi, aB kostneSur vi® ab
by@win utan um Bau og setja hau upp, myndd verSa allverulegur
en hinsvegir unt a8 P4 besskonar frystiteki sem { daglegu tald
nefnzst kslisképar fyrir mikly minni kostna® heldur en hin tskin
fsamt Gmdénati myndu kosta, b4 fannst mér a% Pesei s{Ssrnefndu
fryotikerfi, kslisképamir, myndu vorSa hoghvemari kaup 585 £ré
BJ8Shagelegu sién-rmise o Skva® bvi af keupa bau.
Var sf{%an opnaSur remburs fyrir fryetibekjum oz flutt inn 83
kmliskipar og sem varshlutir 2 samskon:r frystikerf! en £n sképa,

Komu kmelitski Dessl hingef til landeins nd fyrir skemmstu og
thkum-vi% vi® pfntunum £rf hverjum sem hafa vild4, en leytudumst
vif a% 14ta hvern keupanca afeins £4 eltt teki avo sfBur yrs4
hetta 4 af bau yrS4 endurseld, Veru flestir 1ftnir greifa um ke,
3,000, fyrir takiS, on f2tla® a® ver®18 yrSd um kr., 2,800,« 811

by B0 =

Pérum vér a8 engu leynt meB s”lu takjanna og bulum tildemis
nokkrum meSlimum viSskiptanefndar oz bankenna teki, Darel vér
litum alls ekki svo &,a5 oss verd innflutningurinn Sheimill og
Sttum vér oss einakis ills von,

En er 083 baret innheimtan frd Landsbankanum, sem opmnaB hafii
remburs fyrir frystikerfunum samkvemt le/fi voru, greiddum vér
pegar innheimtuna og férum tafarlauat med hana yfir til tollstiéra
til a% f£A vBruna tollafgreidda en "4 voru komin Dar fyrirmsld £ré
bankanum um ab afgreifa ekki tollskjslin €fyrir lessar virur,

Br 8§z undirritafur fréttl Detta hringdi &g degur_ til BinvarSs
HallvarSssonar og gaf hann mér ber upplysingay @5 hann hefSi

friie
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frétt o8 hér vard um {sskipa a® raBa og a% Deir Jén Mariuse
son bnnknntiéri og hann hef%u bvi tali® rétt ab et38va afe
greifaluna 1 tollinum, Dare’ bankinn vildi hafa hre! nar hendur
oF ekki afgreiba Detta mfl nema upplhkrift vidskiptanefndar
fengist um af layf15 mmttd einnig nota fyrir kelisképum,

Hringdl BinyarSur & samkvemt beiSni minni t1l FriSfinns
O1afesonar { Vi¥skiptanefnd og t6& hann 4 eintal { elnkasima,
T bessu somiali, sem &g hlusta’i £, dal Zinvarfur FriSfian um
2% akoBa hetts sem einkassmtal oy }arﬂ ekki lengra meS betta
En spurSi hann afSan hvort unt myndd a% £ uppfekrift & leyfild
ab pa% mettd gilde fyrir fasképum,

Petta sagBi FriSfinnur &% ViSskiptanefnd geti ekki gert vegna
bess a% leyfis v.ri nfbyzzingarrdfisleyf! og myndl pvi verSa ab
£8 uppdekrift njé Fjhrhagertti,

Jiér var nd or548 Dbal 1j6st ob {esképar vory flokkabir { annan
flokk heldur en frystivéler eBa fryastikerfi, en Dessu hefi &g
eig! veitt sthysli &%ur, né dvi a¥ 4 leyfinu stendur flokkendmer

sem glidir fyrir frystikerfi - en b8 ekki tau frystikerfi sem {
daglegu tall kallsst kelisképar efa {sskdpar,

¥om Petta athugale i mitt til af Iwi, a5 8g fest yfirleitt ekki
vis umsdknir eBa afgreibslu innflutnings og gjaldag:isleyfa, bar
sem starfafflk { Cyrirteki minu sér um alla afgreibslu og mebferd
leyfa, En bhessi n&merun og flokkun & leyfunum mun nf§ tilkomin,

HugBist ég take mfl betta til athusunar nssta morgun,

fetd &g um kveldlS tal vi® FPriSfinn Olafsson, sem tj454 mér B4 ab
28145 myndd verSa tekis fyrir £ nwsta sameizinlegum fundi Fjdrhagse
ré8s og ViSskiptanefndar sem “§ 4ttd a% vera mmeta morgun,

Var8 &g undrandd yfir beim mikla £1fti sem hér 4ttd sér gtal {
aﬁ%rniﬂalu bessa mfls,

Fréttl 8z jafmframt a% Landsbankinn hefSi kert mig fyrir ViSczkiptae
nefnd, ©Tn af hflfu Lendsbankang tJ454 EinvarSur HallvarSsson mér,
a® um enga ksru af hendi bYrnkens hef5i veris af meba og a8 samtal
hans vi5 FriSfinn Olafseon, sem ég hlusta®i £, hefSi veri5 hif eina
er fér { %6 ftt,

fl‘h.
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f fundd ?éﬁrhmgarﬁﬁs og ViBakiptanefndar morguninn eftir

hafe komi® £ 1368 28 LALS var a% tala viS flebta meSlimi réSse
ins og nefndarinnar og undirbia pal, ab mfl Detta yrii tekil
fyrir og bvi visa® til Sakaddmara,

Mun D& hafa verdd semdykkt &% vise mélinu til Cakedbémars - 4n
bess ab mér vari gefinn wostur a% refa m41i8 or gefa neindr
upplfaingar mér til milobdta, Un mér hafbi komil til hugar

al bibtast til a% endursendz takin gegn “vi ab 4 a% flytis inn
besskonir fryetitmki eSa vélor { stalinn, sem leyfid or merkt.

oy ég frétti um heesi m%lalok! nk54 &g tall of ba%i DOr,0d4di
n n

r‘rt.\’ii ssyni, fyrv, r&Sherra Finni Jénssyni ox Bj rna Benediktse
syni ré%herra oz £8r bess A leit »5 hessi &kvErdun yrdi endure
skoBu® en 4 fundi ré%sine morgunin eftir fékkst Dessu ekii
framgengt oF mun Haf hafa strandab & afstBBu eins meblims,

fo hefi rital Detta yfirlit yfir gang bessa méls, til Hess eb
akfra sem bezt hverniz mAliS er til orhiil,

1) %z var { 285t trd er &g s6tti um endurnyjun gjaldeyris og
innflutn, leyfisina til "eas a5 nota ha’ Lyrir UiSnes h.f,
op betta loyfi var upprunalega veltt mér fyrir fmsum frystie
ko rfum,

el vor force majesurey &b kerfi Hab sem HMi%nes h.f, amtlabi
ab kaupa, vir selt rétt £8ur en innfl, og gjaldeyrisleyfid
var véitt. 2 veitingunnd hof®i £rd vl henni ver lofad
munnlega or5iB alllangur drdttur, eba fré Dvi um haustiS
panga® til { lok janfars

22 gat keypt samskonar frgatikarfl, eins og &g keypti - en
umbiSalaus, Mér skilst ab bd hefSu frystikerfin talist til
besa flokks sem leyfiS tilheyrSi, Bn &g kaypti frystikerfi

bau sem { deglesu tali nefnant skipar, af vl ab mér fannst bab
vera betrd kaup fyrir neytendurna, heldur en al hurfa meS mikle
um kostna®i o forirhéfn ab 18ta smiBa utan um takin,

uér var sazt ab 8,1.8, hefS1 flutt inn ksliaskfipa « ekki £ré
Pretlandil « heldur frf Bandarfkjunum, sem hva® gjaldeyri snertir
eru { &frmmtard flokki heldur en Eretl nd, og nota% til hess
leyfi fyrir mjéikurkslum oz mjsltavélum, ¥ér var sagt a%

Helsri Penedilktsson 1 Vestmannaeyjum hef54 flutt inn kmlisképa

£rf Bandarikjunum &t £ loyfi fyrir mjlllurkslum og hefbi tolle
afar-4%ela Pari’ fram { Vestmannaeyjum en Heildv, Magmdsar Xjaran
aéb um innflutninginn,

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarni Benediktsson © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur.
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5) - Bz fwst ekki sgélfur vi8 afgreilslu innfl., og gjaldeyris
leyfa, heldur er babd starfsfblk mitt, sem med gesai leyfi fer,
g perbi mér pvi ekki grein fyrir ab leyfi pad, sem framlengt
haf8i verid og sent mér £ri Viﬁskiptanefhd { jan@ar, 1948, wveri
nfbyzeingarrédsleyfi oz Aleit pab ekki bundib .58rum skilyrSum
eftir ab fyrirhugud kaug férust fyrir en beim, ab inn & pab yrdi
ab flytja frystivélar eda frystikerfi., Pegar &z &kval kaupin var
ég { Skotlandi og hafBi ekki leyfi’ mebferdis. Leit ég svo &, ab
kmlisképar hlytu a8 flokkast undir frystikerfi, bvi ad beir eru
{ rauninni ekkert anna®b, Bz vil taka fram, ab &g hefi ekki 4Sur
flutt inn keliskipa,

6) Er &g hafBi fergid a8 opna remburs fyrir frystitskjum, sem £
ensku bybdr refrigerating equipment og kemur heim vid reikni
verksmidjunnar, sem er samkvemt enskri mflvenju réttur og hljéSar

einnig upp & refrigerating eguipment, zekk &z fit frd ad leyfil
heimiladi innflutninginn og var { 265ri trf um abd ekkert weri vil
innflutning benna ad athuga,

7) Er mér var5 hab 1jbst, 28 mér h8fSu ordid 4 bau mistdk ab veita

ekki athygzli flokksmerkingu leyfisins og bvi ab pa¥ gilti fyrir

81llum 35rum kelitmkjum heldur en kmliskipum baubst &z begar til

bess ab endursenda kelisképana £ minn kostna® oz myndi vera biinn

gsinera pal, ef &g hefBi fengib r bv{ skoriS, hvort mér veri pab
eimilt,

8) Fyrir liggur listi yfir kaupendur allra kmlisképanna, Hafa
flestir kaupendurnir greitg_sképana ab fullu eba bv{ sem n=st

me¥ ca, kr, 3000, pr. stk Er bvi aubvelt a% £4 s¥nnun fyrir bvi,

ab sképarnir eru seldir & fullkomnlega 13glezu verbi og ekki gerd
minnsta tilraun til a® braska me’ p&. Pad var bv{ ekki um neina
sérstaka freistingu a8 rm=ba, Degar keyptir voru inn £ leyfid {ssképar
{ stab annara mjsg vel seljanlegra sképalausra frystitekja.

I bvi trausti ab upplf¥singar bessar hjslpi til ab ekfra, hvernig
mil betta er til ord3id og ab mAlid verdi afgreitt 4 sanngjarnam
og drengilegan hAtt, b& kveBSjum vér,

VirSingarfyllst,

G{sli Halldérsson h.f.,

yog voru sképarnig gréiddir me® innborgunum bessum { Landsbankann
nokkrum minitum 45ur en Landsbankinn st8¥va®i tollafgreilslu

varanna me® upphringingu til Tollstjbra.

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarni Benediktsson © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur.




GISL] HALLDORSSON

VERKFRAEBDINGUR
DIPL.ING.

WA
"ta\_g_," = “, t.f' *-‘--.)

‘;,.,\a\- beo {

nd Mea eIV
OT&»% QEL./QELI e Lo ;u\i_c_:_,é

ar-n’-_‘ kA ﬁ_«' ’pME $oany ,9..5?’

ainlohy

57,_-— >’7‘* ll 9\&6\ . X
Jd;: \mim OIS S D g & L(?m
Sy, R S - q A A0 b
e % s
& - -flc{) t} Z—.«% ‘af-l_l (= *f : N (]". o XL
3% /
%,% i i 5 7~ Lo k—‘v‘-(

Ao a ;:Q 2 A :q)._,l
7 L_’_)E. { t‘,'\’ ,E,Qq £_ Q 0,.: Vl e 9 t«,{’: Laea U‘:\
(-\Il V}":) ; f? J‘?’{M < D\ g% J—q a R

1K
:ﬁ .i Ao XUe / z::»S‘ {f":_ﬁ_ ‘—(#-\,,)ﬁ |1l o :J 2

7%

fj.ﬂ_.q.ﬂ«f JH};UJ (B~ 5

Einkaskjalasafn Bjarni-nediktsson © Borgarskjalasafn Reykjavikur.

A ‘l(,\ ng,1¢_ ~




e CIS LT HALLDORSSO N
Al

REYKJAVIK

Reykjavik, 20. 4gist, 1948,

Ari% 1945 eBa 1946 mun oss hafa veri’ veitt innfl.

og gjaldeyrisleyfi & Bretland fyrir um 250 eba 300 his.
krénur til kaupa 4 frystivélum og frystikerfum. H&6fSum

vid pé aballega: { huga frystikerfi sem J.& E. Hall Ltd.

{ Dartford haffi til sdlu. En kerfi Pessi sem afkasta

um 25 pis. kalorfum eru full 1{til til beinnar hradfryst-
ingar en einkar hentug til a® halda vi® kulda { geymslu-
klefum, Oss bArust begar margar pantanir { pessi frysti-
kerfi og fengum viS & arinu 1946 tvs eda fleiri kerfi
af%reidd. En vegna erfi¥ra afgreifslu skilyrba i Bretlandi,
drost afgreidsla eftirs¥8bvanna fram 4 4ri% 1947. En begar
kerfi Pessi komu til landsins &ri% 1947 sté5 svo 4,a% leyfi
vort haf®i, 4samt 85rum leyfum,veri’ fellt niBur um 4ramétin
1946/1247 og urbum vid a¥ standa { miklu stimabraki me’ ab
f4 Pad endurnfjad eba nftt leyfi veitt. Var verksmi®jan
orfin mjdg 1angbregtt &4 bessu p6fi og heimtadi vélarnar
endursendar, en vid reyndum ad komast hj4 bBessu me¥ bvi a5
bidja verksmi®jura um a8 vera bolinmé¥a og lofudum vi¥ ab
gera vort {trasta.

Vi8S héfSum um margra Ara skei® skipt vi® bessa verksmibju og
éskubum ab geta sta¥i® vid pantanir vorar eftir féngum o

halda bannig virSingu og trausti sem okkur haf®¥i veri’ synd og
sem vid h&fdum ekki ABur brugdist.

Pab betti ekki Gr, a¥ 4 bessu 4ri 1947 keypti S8lumibsts®
Hradfrystihlsanna, &n nokkurs fyrirvara um innfl. e%a gjald-
eyrisleyfi, af okkur stért frystikerfi, sem bessi sama verk-
smibja var ad selja fyrir brezku stjérnina og sem var hib
sifasta af £jérum slf{kum kerfum.

En B8lumidstsdin gat, begar til kom ekki stadid vid kaupin,

nema abd lokum vi®% rdman helminginn’sem var keyptur handa
Vestmannaeyjum fyrir £10,000.- EftirstéSvarnar £7.000,- légu
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bvi brébstafabar { Englandi og reyndi ég undirritabur m.a.

ad selja bann hlutann til Venezuela bar sem allgébar vonir
virtust fyrir hendi,.®n er bad mistékst og ég kom heim aftur
hausti® 1947 vakna®i &hugi hjé h.f. Mibnes i Sandgerbi ab
ksupa betta vélakerfi,ef takast metti ab f4 endurnyjad hid
nefnda innfl. og gjaldeyrisleyfi, sem fallt hafdi verid nidur.

MeSan & bessu stb5, haustid 1947 hétadi verksmiSjan hvad
eftir annad ab 1l4Ata endursenda frystikerfi bau sem pdntub
héfbu veri®d Gt 4 nefnt leyfi, 4 medSan pad var 1 gildi,og

selja sfSari hluta kerfis beSs,sem S6lumiBsts8in hafbi ekki
stadid vibd ad kaupa.

En med pvi ad selja MiBnesi h.f. bessar eftirstdbvar kerfis-
ins og f4 endurnyjun hins niBurfellda leyfis, séum vér vonir
til bess ab leysa bessi tvé mandr=8am8l, bvi ad leyfid n=gdi
bedi fyrir eftirkrsdfunni 4 vélarnar,sem komnar voru og sibari
hluta hins keypta kerfis, sem =tlad var Midnesi h.f.

Loks fékkst Adrittur fjirhagsribs fyrir bvi a¥ leyfid yrbi
endurn§ja®d haustid 1947, en leyfid fékkst b6 ekki endurnyjad
fri Fjirhagsridi fyrr en b. 24. jan. 1948 og var bad nékvem--
lega einum degi of seint, bvi ab 4 sama degi barst oss skeyti
frZ J. & E, Hall Ltd., sem voru nd orSnir uppgefnir & a8 bisa
eftir ne=rri bvi Arsstapp, bess efnis ad beir hefdu P4 selt
eftirstddvar bessa vélakerfisins, sem Mibnesi var stlabur.

NG var bvi ekki lengur um b4 mdguleika ad r=Ba a¥ kaupa betta
kerfi, sem var fri hernum og hreint tskif=riskaup, en Midnes
h.f. sfmdi jafnframt engan zhuga fyrir Gtvegum annars frysti-
kerfis og gAtum vér nd engan a¥ila fundi® sem éska®di eftir ad
hagngta leyfid til frystivélakaupa. Leystum vér bvi Gt kréfu
J.& E. Hall Ltd. vegna vélakerfa beirra sem hér ligu og 4ttum
b4 eftir afgangs af leyfinu ca. kr. 186.000.~- bnotadar.

Me®¥ tilliti til alls Pess kostnabar og beirra erfibleika sem vér
h8fdum ordid a® bola vegna bess ad leyfi vort haf®i ekki fengist
endurnfjad fyrr en svona seint, fannst oss ekki 6réttlétt eda
évenjulegt ,ab vér hagnyttum leyfi’ til a¥ kaupa frystivélar eda
frystikerfi, fyrir eigin reikning.

Hugbumst vér fyrst kaupa 61llu smmrri frystikerfi en pau, sem vér
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héfbum 45ur keypt, bannig ad bau g=ti komid ab sem f£jol-
breyttustu gagni, svo sem til a¥ halda k5ldum geymslum {
skipum og b&tum. M4 geta bess { bessu sambandi a¥5 { hinum
nfju togurum eru slik smivélakerfi og eru Pau einmitt fri
J. & BE. Hall Ltd. sem vér héfum vidskipti vor vibd.

Jafnframt mitti selja kerfi bessi til kaupfélaga og kaupmanna
og heimila vi% sjb “og { sveit bar sem bpau gitu komid ab gbdu
1i%1i vid ad vernda matveli frd skemdum.

Er &g undirritabur fér til Englands { sumar athuga®i ég um

verd og afgreibslu slikra kerfa. En er bad kom I 1jbés ab

erfitt var a®d f4 kerfi Pbessi afgreidd me® métor nema 4 nokkud
18ngum tima og ennfremur sem ég taldi stért atridi, ad kostnabur
vid ad% byggja utan um bau og setja bau upp, myndi verba allveru-
legur, en hinsvegar unt a® f4 bpessi sému frystikerfi innbyggd

i skdp fyrir miklu minni kostna®d heldur en umbinaburinn myndi
nema, b4 fannst mér abd frystikerfi bessi myndu verda hagkvsmari
kaup sé5 fré bjébhagdlegu sjdnarmili og &kvad pvi abd kaupa
kerfin { sképunum.

Var sifan opna®ur remburs fyrir frystikerfum og flutt inn 83
frystikerfi { skfpum og 2 4n sképa.

Komu k=likerfi bessi hinga® til landsins nd fyrir skemmstu og
tékum vid vid péntunum fré hverjum sem hafa vildi en leytuBumst
vi® ad 14ta hvern kaupanda aSeins f4 eitt tmki,svo si{Bur yrbi
hztta &4 ab bau yrdu endurseld. Voru flestir litnir greiba um

kr, 3.000,- fyrir t=ki8, en &mtlad ab ver®id yrdi um kr. 2,800, -
til kr. 3.000, -

Férum vér ab engu leynt med sdlu tzkjanna og budum til d=mis
nokkrum meSlimum viSskiptanefndar og bankanna tzki, bared vér
1itum alls ekki svo & 25 osSs weri innflutningurinn 6heimill og
£ttum vér oss einskis ills von. :

En er oss barst innheimtan frid Landsbamkanum, sem opnad hafbi
remburs fyrir frystikerfunum samkvamt legfi voru, greiddum vér
begar innheimtuna og férum tafarlaust med hana yfir til tollstjéra
til a% f4 viéruna tollafgreidda en p4 voru komin bar fyrirmeli

fr4 bankanum um ab afgreifa ekki tollskjélin fyrir bessar virur.

Er &z undirritabur frétti betta hringdi &g begar til Einvards
Hallvarbssonar og gaf hann mér ber uppljsingar,aﬁ hann hef?%1
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frétt a¥ hér veri um {ssképa ad r=Ba og ad beir Jén Marius-
son bankastjéri og hann hefdu bvi talid rétt ad stsbva af-
greidsluna i tollinum, bare® bankinn vildi hafa hreinar
hendur og ekki afgrei&a betta mil nema uppéskrift vi¥skipta-
negndar fengist um ad leyfid metti einnig nota fyrir k=li-
skapum.

Hringdi EinvarSur b4 samkvamt beidni minni til Fri’finns
Olafssonar { ViSskiptanefnd og ték hann 4 eintal { einka-

sima, I bessu samtali, sem ég hlusta®¥i 4,ba’ Einvarbur FriSfinn
um ab skoBa betta sem einkasamtal og fara ekki lengra med betta.
En spurdi hann siSan hvort unt myndi a¥ f4 upp-4-skrift 4 leyfid,
ad pad metti gilda fyrir isskipum.

Petta saghi Fridfinnur ad Viﬁskigtanefnd geti ekki gert vegna
bPess ab leyfid wveri nybyzgingarrddsleyfi og myndi bdvi verda ab
f4 upp-4-skrift hji Fjirhagsribi.

Mér var nd or%i% babd 1jést, ad issképar voru flokkadir i annan
flokk heldur en frystivélar eda frystikerfi, en bessu haf®i ég
eigi veitt athygli A¥ur, né bv{ ab & leyfinu stendur flokks-
nimer, sem gildir fyrir frystikerfi - en bé ekki Pau frystikerfi
sem eru i besskonar umbibum - a¥ bau kallast 4 daglegu tali keli-
skdpar eda fssképar.

Kom betta athugaleysi mitt til af bvi, al &g fest yfirleitt ekki
vid umsdknir eda afgreidslu innflutnings- og gjaldegrisleyfa, bar
s

sem starfsfblk { fyrirteki minu sér um alla afgrei

leyfa.
Hugbist ég taka mil Petta til athugunar nesta morgun.

lu og mebferd

Atti ég um kveldi® tal vid Fri®dfinn Olafsson, sem tj45i mér D4, ab
méli% myndi verba teki® fyrir 4 nmsta sameiginlegum fundi Fjirhags-
r4%s og Vibskiptanefndar, sem b4 &tti ad vera nmsta morgun.

Vard ég undrandi yfir beim mikla flyti,K sem hér Atti sér stad, i
afgreiBslu bessa méls.

Frétti ég jafnframt a8 Landsbankinn hef3i ksrt mig fyrir Vibdskipta-
nefnd. En af h4lfu Landsbankans tj&5i Einvarbur Hallvarbsson mér,
ab um enga kzru af hendi bankans hefdi verid ab r=ba oz abd samtal
hans vi® Fri8finn Olafsson, sem ég hlustadi 4, hef¥i veri’ hi® eina
er £ér { P& 4tt.
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A fundi Fjirhagsrébs og ViSskiptanefndar morguninn eftir
mun hafa komid { 1jés a% bGid var ad tala vib flesta medlimi
r&8sins og nefndarinnar og undirblia bab, a¥ mil betta yrdi
tekid fyrir og bvi visa® til Sakadémara.

Mun P& hafa veri® sambykt ab visa m&linu til S8akadémera - 4n bess
a% mér wveri gefinm kostur a® reba mdli® og gefa neinar upplysingar
mér til mdlsbéta. En mér hafBi komid til hugar a¥ bjébast til

ad endursenda tzkin gegn pvi a¥ f4 ad flytja inn besskonar frysti-
tzki eBa vélar { stadinn, sem ekki gmti valdi® misskilningi, ab
teldist til bess flokks sem leyfid er merkt.

Er ég frétti um bessi mllalok, nddi ég tali af b=bdi Dr. 0ddi
Gudjdnssyni,fyrv.ribherra Finni Jénss;/ni og Bjarna Benediktssyni
réSherra og fér bess 4 leit,ad bessi &kvsrdun yrdi endurskobub,
en & fundi réd8sins morgunin eftir fékkst bessu ekki framgengt,
og mun bad hafa strandad 4 afstidu eins medlims.

Eg hefi ritad betta yfirlit yfir gang bessa méls, til bess ab
skyra sém best hvernig mili% er til ordib.

1) Bg var { gé5ri tfi,er 8g sétti um endurnfjun gjaldeyris og

» innflutn.leyfisins, til bess ad nota bad fyrir Mibnes h.f.,
og betta leyfi var upprunalega veitt mér fyrir jmsum frysti-
kerfum.

2) Pab var force majeure, er kerfi Bab® sem Midnes h.f. =tlabdi
a% kaupa, var selt rétt &5ur en innfl. og zjaldeyris leyfi®
var veitt. A veitingunni hafdi frid dvi henni var lofa¥®
munnlega or®id alllangur drittur, eda frd bv{ um hausti®
bangad til { lok jandar. :

Eg gat keypt samskonar frystikerfi, eins og ég keypti - en
umbibalaus. Mér skilst ad b4 hefbu frystikerfin talist til
bess flokks sem leyfi® tilheyr®i. En &g keypti frystikerfin
i skdpum, af bvi ad mér fanst bad vera betri kaup fyrir neyt-
endurna, heldur en a® burfa med miklum kostna®i og fyrirhsfn
ab lita smida utan um tz=kin.

Mér var sagt ad S.I.S. hefdi flutt inn ksliskipa - ekki fré
Bretlandi - heldur fré Bandar{kjunum, sem hvad gjaldeyri snertir
eru i dfrmmtari flokki heldur en Bretland, og notad til bess
leyfi fyrir mjélkurkzlum og mjaltavélum, Mér var og sagt ab
Helgi Benediktsson { Vestmannaeyjum hefdi flutt inn keliskéipa
£rd Bandarfkjunum Gt 4 leyfi fyrir mjélkurk=lum og hefdi toll-
afgreidsla farib fram { Vestmanneyjum en Heildv. Magniisar Kjaran
845 um innflutninginn,.
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Loks var mér sagt,og hygg &g ab f4 megi sannanir fyrir pvi,
ab menn hafa fengi® keypt hjid S. I. S., af lager hér { be
Jmiskonar heimilisvélar, gegn pvi{ ad senda dollara { p6ati
inn 4 konto S. I. S. { New York. Bg pekki menn, sem sjélfir
hafg sagt mér, ab beir hefd8 fengid sig afgreidda pannig hjé
S ° . . ;

Pegar slfik viSskipti eru 14tin viﬁgangast 64talib og pau borin
saman vi®% b4 skissu, sem okkur vard &, ab flytja inn kelikerfi

{ sképum { stad pess ab flytja adeins kmlikerfi, b4 virbist

811 sanngirni mela med Hvi, ab okkur sé virt petta til vorkunnar,
ekki s{zt par sem augljdst er,ad innflutningurinn fér fram {
g85ri trd og 4n allrar leyndar, en sala tmkjanna 4 fullkomnlega
138glegum hvitum marka®i,til hvers, sem hafa vildi.

Pad myndi fara { blga vib réttlsmtiskendd almennings, ef h¥rku
yr5i beitt { Pessu mili og tali® s8nnun pess, ad einstakir inn-
flytjendur yrdu ad bola mun hardari kosti heldur en Sambandi®
og fylgifiskar bess og yrdi slikt sizt tali¥ Sjalfstebisflokk=-
num til pélitisks frémdrittar.

drengilegan hatt og abd framangreindar upplfsingar megi hj
til abd svo verdi.

I pvi traustig ab mil Petta verd afgreitt 4 sanngjarnan oi
1pa

VIRDINGARFYLLST,
Pr. pr. Gi{sli Halldérsson h.f.,
G{s1i Halldérsson. \\.

141 hestvirts démsmélariSherra
Bjarna Benediktssonar,.
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FELAG ISLENZKRA IDNREKENDA

s jArfesting i veriksmio juidnadinum nam 1 név. s.l. skv. somu
kfrslum 26v milljénum (vélar, bygsingar og efnisbirgdir,, midad
vid béikfert verd, en er a=tlad eigi minna em 300 millj. kr. a raun-
verulegu verdi.
serksmid jur, sem nota adallega innlendar einivorur til fram-
leidslunnar, notudu arid 1946 aofluttar einivorur Lyrir lu,l
milljon kruna, en a sama tima notudu verksmiojur, sem adallega

ar erlendum einivorum, ad0rlutt efni Tyrir 94,7 milljonir

v

kr. Lrad er bvi ollum verksmidjunum sameiginlegt, ad
ad einhverju leyti a erlendum efnivorum ad halda, en o 1 mis=
jafnlega rikum mzli. afkoma ionscarins er ao verulegu Leyil

hao pvi ad gjaldeyris- og innilutningsleyll iaist tii innkaupa

4 efnivorunum, fra peim londum, er Iramlelda slikar vorur & hag-
kvemu verdi, og vilja lata psr ai hendl raima. nefur pad pvi

midur borid vid, aé gerdir haia verid gagnivemir viodskiptasamningar
vid erlend riki, an verulegs tillits til innlends iovnaocar, t.d.

med pvi ad tryggja ekl arthendingu naudsynlegra einivarsa ira
samningsrikjum, er Iframleida sl.kar vorur, 0g 4 hinn poginn meo

pvi a0 takast a hendur sluldbindingar um innkaup a iullunnum

vorum frd samningsriicjum, an tillits til Dess avort Tili varua

verksmlsjur 1 ndint er iramlieitt getu samskonar vorur med

beim hmtti, ad hagkvemara vari ad udtvega peim einivorur en kaupa
inn fullunnu vorurnar. winnig hefur pé viljao til, ao geroir
hata verid voruskiptasamninzar med dkvedum um arhendingu ira

samningsrikinu a akvednum efnivorum, @tluocum til islenzkra Veri-

smioja, en pegar .11 atti a0 taka rramleiddi viokomundi land

ekiri par vorur, sem hz=lou verksmio junum. mundu slik mistk
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FELAG ISLENZKRA IDNREKENDA

vera ohugsandi, ei verksmio jueigendurnlxr eda samtok peirra
2 ( 2y ner |l end
verid kvodd til rava vio samningsgerdina, pvi ad engum herlendum

monnum er kunnugra um phad en verksmiod juelgendunum sjalfum,  avar
til verksmio; irra eru Iramlelddar.
urs gagns a¢ fulltrul
fra samtokum ion-oarvoruiran 1leidenda, elnium par

) - - g o - - LT T e - = oz icam
sem nu er vitao, Lhve mi: pattur ionaoarins 1 islenzicam

pjodarbuskap

Vér ventum heidrads svars yoéar vio malaleitun

Jirdlngariyl.ls Ly
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Vér leyfum oss ad vekja athygli hins hfa r£Pu-
neytis 4 skuldaskiftum r{kissj88s og sfkisstofnana vid Lands-
banka fslands £ yfirstandandi £ri. Skfrsla un skuldir pessara
stofnana p.8.b.m. fylgir hér med.

Skuldir rikissjbds oz rikisstofnana eru B8.p.m.
um 9 milj. kréna. Af bessu mun mega telja eftirtaldar stofne
anir sjé1fstad fyrirteki, b6 ber séu eipgn rikisins:

Landss{ma Islands,

Bkipafitgerd rikisins

Sildarverksmi? jur rikiqinﬂ

Pessar stofnanir semja venjulega sjélfar um vid-
skifti sin vid bankann, oz £ pv{ ekki a’ vera fsteda til ad 6ndda
fjdrnflastjérn rikisins 6t af peim vifskiftum, § meban pau eru
rekin 4 eblilegan hftt. Tn £ pad skal bé bent, ad Landssfminn
skuldar nfi ad jafnadi um og yfir 2 milj. kréna, sem mun stafa af
t0pum simans undanfarin £r. Verdur elkki hj€ pvi komist ad krefj-
ast greidslu £ skuld pessari innan skamms.

HEr & eftir verSa ofannefndir relkningar r{kisins

oz rikisstofnana teknir ti1 athugunar:

: Albjé8a hiflparstofnunin. bessi fjdrhed er eft-

irstédvar af framlagl rikisins og pyrfti ad greilast sem fyrst.
24 Beltunefnd. betta er skuld frf fyrra 4ri, sem
®skilegt veri ad getli horfid 6r reikningum bankans sem allra fyrst.

L, Byzeingarnefnd Sfldarverksm,r{kisins. bPetta er

Sumsamin yfirdrfttarskula £ hlaupareikningi, sem vér treystum
0ss ekki til al 14ta standa lengur 6greidda. Hefir verid réﬁ;
gert ad rikid gefi it og seljl skuldabréf til ad geta greitt skuld-

ina. Erum vér ffisir ti] ald adstoSa vid s6lu bréranna,en engar lik-

ur eru til ad bankinn geti keypt neitt af peim.
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31. desember 1947,

Vér leyfum oss ad vekja athygli hins hfa r&¥u-
neytis 4 skuldaskiftum rikissjélis og dfkisstofnana vi# Lands-
banka fslands £ yfirstandandi 4ri. Skfrsla um skuldir pessara
stofnana p.8.p.m. fylgir hér med.

Skuldir rikissjéds og rikisetofnana eru 8.p.m.
um 90 milj. kréna, Af pessu mun mega telja eftirtaldar stofn-
anir sjélfsted fyrirtaki, b6 ber séu eign rikisins:

Landss{ma Islands,

Skipafitgerd rikisins,

g8{ldarverksmid jur rikisins.

bessar stofnanir semja venjulega sjdlfar um vid-
skifti sfn vid bankann, oz £ pv{ ekki ad vera £stmia til ad énfBda
fjdrnflastjébrn rikisins 6t af peim vidskiftum, & medan pau eru
rekin 4 eblilegan hftt. &n £ pal skal b6 bent, al Landssfminn
skuldar nfi ad jafnadi um og yfir 2 milj. krfna, sem mun stafa af
topum simans undanfarin £r. Verdur ekki hj4 pvi komist ad krefj-
ast greldslu 4 skuld pessari innan skamms,

Hér 4 eftir verda ofannefndir reikningar r{kisins
og rikisstofnana teknir til athugunar:

1. Alpjésa hiflparstofnunin. bessi fldrhed er eft-
irstébvar af framlagl rikisins oz pyrfti al greidast sem Tyrst.

2e Beitunefnd. Petta er skuld frd fyrra £ri, sem
@®skllegt verl ad gati horfid fir reikningum bankans sem allra fyrst.

3. Byzeingarnefnd S{ldarverksm.rfkisins, betta er

Sumsamin yfirdrfttarskuld & hlaupareikningi, sem vér treystum

oss ekki til af 14ta standa lengur fgreidda. Hefir verid r&b=

gert ab rikid gefi fit og seljl skuldabréf til ad geta greitt skuld-
ina. Erum vér fsir til ad adstola vid siélu bréranna,en engar like
ur eru til ad bankinn getl keypt neitt af peim.
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31. desember 1947,

Y.  Fiskidjuver ri{kisins. bPetta fyrirtski skuldar { vixlum

kr. 1.195.600.00, sem rd8gert er ad greibist med stofnlénadeildariéni.
Enn mun ekki ad fullu afrd818 hver ber £byrgd 4 fyrirtekinu og getur
bad valdid erfidleilum { sambandi vid l4nveitingar til starfsemi fyrir-
tekisins.

5« Fiskimflanefnd. betta munu vera tapskuldir & fiskfitflntningi
é vegum rikisstjérnarinnar 4rin 1945 og 19%. Hefir margsinnis verid
lofal ad greila pessar skuldir og ventum vér ad svo verdi gert sem allra
fyrst.

6. Fiskfbyrglir rikisins, bPessi skuld stafar af pvi a8 rikissjébur
hefir or8i8 ad taka £ siz pad sem vantar & ad sbluverd saltfisks hrdkkvi
fyrir &byrgdarverfinu ., Sapdist svo um milli hestvirts fjdrmdlarddherra
og bankans samkvemt pv{ sem segir { bréfi bankastjérnarinnar dags.ll.jfinf
Pelios "ooicievvagal framkvendarstjérnin kost £ a3 14na rikiss jé61i negi-
legt £6 til ad greida &byrgdarverd fyrir afskipadan (seldan) saltfisk,
enda greilist 14nid aftur af andvirdi s{ldar}fsis, begar farid er ad
flytia Gt pessa frs framleidslus.......o."

¥ed bréfi fidrmflarfduncytisins dags. 19.5.m. er fallist & pessi
skilyrﬁiibankastjdrnarinnar.
par sem nfl begar er bid 28 flytja fit mestan hluta sf{ldarlfsis frd

sumarverfdinni, en ekkert hefir Z?rié greitt upp { skuldina, verSur ad gera
ré8stafanir i1 fjﬁrbflunggmﬁ framlagi rikissjébs vegna fiskd{byrgianna,pvi
ekkl kemur til mfla al bankinn geti veitt fast 14n { bessu augnamidi.

74 ssmid Skuldin mun ad mestu stafa af tépum og hefir ekki
verild samid um greifsiun hennar, en pad verdur ad gerast hil fyrsta.

8. Rikisféhirdir. &kuld pessi hefir hmkkad stérkostlega & £rinu,
var { drsbyrjun kr. 7.845.000.00 en var Bebems kr. 35.%499,000.00. Eftir
upplfsingum fré fjdrmflarébuneytinu munu vera innifaldar { skuld pessari
greidslur vegna fmsra framkvemda, sem ekki hefir veril veitt £& ti1 £ fjlr-

16gum,
PE er yfirdrfttur rikissjébs vegna doglegra fitgjalda, sem wtlast

er til ad greibist af tekjum rikissjébs begar per tilfallast. bessi vid-
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‘8kiftl eru emganveginn fedlileg, of pess er stranglega gett, ad yfir-

drdttur rikissjéds vegn daglegra dtgjalda verdi aldrei svo hér ad ekki
8é Sruggt ad hegt sé ad endurgrei¥sa hann af rikissjé8stekjunum £ sama £ri
Nf er hinsvegar IjéQt ad yfirdrdttur drsins 19%7 er miklu meiri en svo,
ab hann verdi greiddur af tekjum pess drs, enda hafa verid greiddar af
rekstursrelkningnum fmsar framkvemdir, sem gert haf®i veri’ r&8 fyrir ad
f&st 14n yrbu tekin til pess ad standast kostnab af. Vér purfum al sjf1f.
ségbu eigl ad benda hinu héa rd8uneyti £ a¥ hér er nokkur hztta £ ferdum,
einkum begar bpess er gmtt,ad oss hafa borist undanfarna daga 14nbeidnir
um alt ad lo milj. kréna til greilslu 4 skuldbindingum rikissjéds vegna
dbyrgdar 4 fiskverbi, fyrir uan pal £6, sem pegar er bfiid ad 14na {
bessu skyni, en pad nemur 4,6 milj, kréna.

Vér hofum fengid skfrslu fré ridrndlardBuneytinu um yrirdrdtt-
arskuld rikissjé8s par sem sundurlifad er til hvers £63 hefir verid notad.
Fylgir skfrslan hér med. Ber skfrslan pad med sér al meginhluti yfirdrit
arins hefir gengid ti} fmsra framkvemda r{kisins og rikisstofnana, sem ekk
ert € er etlad til 4 £j4rlvgunum. I sumum tilfellum virdist rikissjédur
vera bfiinn ad veita parna 14n, sem vér vorum bfinir a¥ neita um. M£ par
nefna m.a. framlég til s{maframkvemda 1946 kr. 6.326.000,00, til lands-
bafna kr. 2.635.310.00 og til bygginga s{ldarverksmidja rikisins kr.
3.247,760.00. - Um flesta adra 11p1 4 skfrslunni gegnir raunar sama mf1i.
T bréfi voru dags. 18. {gfist p.4. skfrum vér ftarlega fré hvernig péd er
dstatt um dtl4n bankans., 8{Ban hefir £standid versnad til muna. Medal
annars hefir verdbréfaeign bankans hakkad si¥an um 13 miljénir kréna.

9. Bik&ssti&;nin v/Alb]éBabankans, Washington og 41pjéSagjaldeyris-
g gins

Svo hefir verid um samid ad skuldum rikisins vegna pessara stofn-
ama ver8i breytt f skuldabréfaldn. byrfti ad ganga fré pv{ sem Tyrst.

lo. Rikissjébur v/Tunnuverksm, ri{kisins,

bPettza er rekstursldn. En eftir upplfsingum sem bankanum hafa bor

ist um fyrirhugad vidskiftafyrirkomulag verksmidjunnar, er hztt vid ad

betta verdi nokkud fast 14n fr& 4ri til 4rs. En Dpar sem vér veittum

petta adeins sem venjulegt rekstrarldn, sem p4 mtti ad greilast a.m.k.

einu sinni 4 4ri, virbist ekki verda hj4 pv{i komist ad ftvega verksmidj-
vnni fast rekstrarlin til nokkud langs tima, eda al haga stlu £ framleidslwu
vbrum verksmidjunnar pannig, ad hfin selji framleidslu sfna fyrirfram,sve
aldrei purfl al vera bundid fé al neinu ré8i { &dru en Sunnu efni sen

=tlad er til tunnugerdarinnar.,
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b
lo. gildarnidursuda rfkisins, Um Dpennan skuldalid er oss Skunnugt,
en ekki mun vera mtlad f& £ fjdr2Sgum til pessa fyrirtekis.

11. Togarakaup rikisins, DPessi skuld 4 ad greidast jafnébum og tog-
ararnir verda seldir og afhentir, ef kaupendur peirra hafa negilegt fé.

12 & 13. Rﬁasi:ndsvigakirt;, timburdbyrgl og Vidskiftanefndin vegna stmu
vios

' Hér er um tvo reikninga ad rela. Ventanlega hverfa bessar fibr-

hedir begar bfiil verdur ad flytja til landsins og selja bal sem eftir er af
umstmdu timbri og kolum fré4 Rfisslandi.

1k, amflast Vitamflaskrifstefan hefir oft farid fram 4
brababirgdaldn. Er vafamfl hvort mskilegt er ad skrifstofur, sem annast
framkvemdir fyrir rikid, hafi sjflfst=d vidskifti vid bankann. Virdist
eblilegra ad DPessl vidskifti séu £ vegum fjfrmflardduneytisins, og teljum
vér mskilegt ad svo verdl eftirleilis.

Vér h&fum tekid fram nokkur atrifi { sambandi vid skuldaskifti
rixissjébs og fmsra rikisstofnana vid bankann. VEéntum vér vidtals vhd
hestvirtan fj4rmflarddherra um pessi mdl svo f1jétt sem vid verdur komid.

Virdingarfyllst
LANDSBANKI ISLAKDS

' // 4. fA 74,

Til
fjdrmflardduneytisins,
Reykjavik.
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Greibslur ur rikissjobdi arin 1946 og 1947 til 19/12.

vegna ymissa framkvemda sem ekki eru a fjarlégum.

Til byggingar strandferbaskipa 5.248.5627.00
" Arnarhvals 2.670.3186, CC
simaframkvemda (1946) 6.326. 000, 00
tunnuverksmidju 839.139.C0
framkv. 1 Hofbakaupstad 900, CC0e OC
sildarnibdursubuverksmib ju 170, 000.0C
landshafna i 2+.635,310. U0

sildarverksmidja rikisins
(afb. og vextir af skuldum) 3.247.7€ 0. 00

smibi fiskibate innanlands 89.235.903. 0C
lysisherzluverksmidju 589.732, (C
Svibjobarbata 1.325, 016,00

rafveitu Siglufjerbar (v/abyrgbar)
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Reikninger rikissjobs og rikisstofnana b. 8. 12. 1947.

Hlr. 4929 Alpjoba hjalparstofnunin 50.571.00
T A T YL g R P A S O 5 e Sl i (i, 47.671.00

5202 Bygginqanefnd sildarverksm.rikisins . 13.840.543.00

6828 Fiskibjuver rikisins (vixlar
kr, I';198.600. 0005 3.9764 00

2640 Fiskimalanefnd . .  1.065.360.00
6892 Fiskabyrgbir rikisins .+ 4.597.997.00
858 Landssimi Islands . 1.719.612.00
2031 Landssmidjan . 810.749.00
1727 Rikasfeharbir 36.499, (0C. 00

3601 Rikisstj. v/Alpjobavankans, liashington
(hlutefe) ..... 1.2909.414.00

5826 Rikisstj. v/AlpjoBagjaldeyrissj.,Wash. 6.519.986.00
101 RikissjoSur v/Tunnuverksm.rikisins .. 2.811.155.00

2054 Sildarverksmibjur rikisins, Siglufirdi
(vixlar kr. 14.5 0.000.00) 2.665.87C.00

3301 Sildarnibursula rikisins ... - 81.190.00
Togarakaup riklsins .. 15.932.726.00
Timburab. v/Rieslandsvibekifta ...i.. 77 .285.00
Vidskiftanefndin v/Russlandsvibekifta 931, (B1.00

Vitamalastjorinn (vixlar kr.500,000.0n) 243.064.00
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5érbbkun { sambandi vid et jSrnarmyndun.

Um eignakiinnun.

1fxzid bfour dt ekuldsbréfalfn til 25 &ra. Bréf bessi skulu seld
gegn greidslu { peningum, opinberum verdbréfum og Bdrum skuldabréfum,
gem umbodemenn rikisins taka zild. Vextir skulu vera 1.

Bréf pessi sfu ekki skattskyld né dtsvarsskyld og pvi ekki fram-
talaskyld, b8 skal nafngreina eiganda vid innleuen. Petta raskar ekki
pvi ad bréfin geti ordid gerd skattskyld, sdrstikuli almennum eignasketid

ef £lagdur yrdi,, pS bannig ad ekki s§ rofin of meginregla ad bréfin
aéu ekki nafnskrdd. Lénsftbod petta standi £ prjf mfnudi. 40 pvi
loknu fard fram inndrittur sedla, skréning verdbréfa og sparifjir-
innotedna. Opinber ekuldabréf, sem ekki era nafnskrfd falla dr gildi
en handhafabré? og Snafnskrfdar innstedur falla rikinua.

Bja~ og sveitaféligum verdi gefinh kostur £ ad ganga inn {
18ntskuna eftir efdar ficvednu hlutfalli £ 1dgum (St.J.5t.).

AD loknum Gtbodsfresti rikisekuldsbréfa beirra, er ad framan
greiniy, fari sumtimis fram & 2-3 dtgum framtal bedl tekju og eigna
um land allt.

Peir, cem heldur kjéea ad greida ligbodina ekatt af pvi, sem peir
kunna 2d hafa drezid undan, verdi gefinn kostur £ pvi pannig:

Fyrir allt ad 25 pfs. kr., or menn geta fert sinnur & ad beir hafi
Att Sframtalid 1. jandar 1940 verdi gefnar upp sakir. Af pvi, sem
a{dar hefur beet vid verdi greiddur fullur venjulegur skattur, badi
tokju- og eignaskattur, enda sé gerd fullkomin grein fyrir hvernig
af eciznoauki hafi ordid til. Fyrir bad, sem umfram kann ad hafa
verid 25 pds. kr, 1. janfar 1940, Sframtalid kaupist Sdurnefnd
skuldabréf,

Pramkvend eignaksnaunar sé falin prigsgja manna nefnd, skipadri
af2 £jirmflarfdherra { samrfdi vid et)érnarflokkana, og allar reglu~-
gordir vardandi framkvemdirnar lagdar fyrir alla rfkisstjérnina til
umrsdn og athugunar.

Un dfréfdarmfl.
¥a2d er samkomulag milli stjérnarflokkanna ad greids nidur fyratu
12 otigin, sem visitalen kann sd hmkka fram yfir 310 stig, S ekki
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yfir 10 milj. kr. brittd.

4, febr. 1947,
Stefdn J6h. Steffnsson (sign.)
Bjarni Benediktseon (sizn.)
Jéhann b, J8sefsson (sizn.)
Systeinn Jénsson (eign.)
Bjarni fegeirsson (sign.)
Emil JSneson (sign.)
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