%j/éf/d/f%d/(ldﬂ///i @%/’({ﬂ(fé////

NATO radstefna i Brussel, september 1957

Bjarni Benediktsson — Stjornmal — Démsmalaradherra — Menntamalaradherra — Skyrslur — Radstefna —
Varnarmal — Utanrikismal — Kalda strigid
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OFE OF THE REPORTS 7O BE DISCUSSED IV COMMISSION I, 1, "RELIGI
AND SPIRTTUAL VALUES"

ON

5y Monk GIBBON

Any pregseat engquiry into the creation or preserva-
tion of a commnity culture musgt take into consideration the
unique human situvation todgy,., World *'"ﬁn?iCQtions are unpre-
cedented. Knowledge has a wider historical perspective than
ever before, and is faced with an almost infinite variety of
data, Fuman thought appears to be back in the melsing-pot.
And thovgh morals and a spiritval sense are not — in their
deepest validity - dependent upon thought-fashions, never-
theless the young tend to see them as back in the melting-pot

=

also, All this corplicates the problem of evolving the
culture and esteblishing ceriain general acceptances. Values
have been overthrown all over the world, and even find an
Fozlish priest, Father Mertin D'A cy bitterly regretting the

effects of an abandonient of Euddhism by young Japan.

In this unique situation, as the average level of

intelligence rises, the need for intellectual and moral leader-

ship and for spiritual vision becomes not less but greater.
Democracy cannot afford to be the apotheosis of mediocrity.

Wor cen any culture be a closed circuit, as was 8o often the
case in the paest. We have ceased to live in a world in which
the different religions each mroclaim their conception of God

and of his purpose in an isolated geographical setting; and

we are threatened with & world in which . cynical plutocracy

and & desillusioned intelligensia seem to be working separately
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