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Reykjavik,
Hringbraut 57,
30 October 1956.

Nr. Lithgow Osborne,
127 East 73rd Street,
New York 21, N.Y,

My dear President,

My beet thanks for your kind letter of October
15, and please accept my apslogles for not having replied
earlier, But I have had talks with various distingulshed
persons in view of forming an Icelandic Atlantic Unity
Association and obtaining thelr assent to becoming
slgnatories to the Declaration of Atlantic Unity.

I have i.a. epoken with Mr., John J. Mucclio, the
American Ambassador to:'Iceland, Mr, Bjarni Benedlktsson,
former Miniaster for Forelgn Affairs snd Dr, Gylfi G{sla-
son, Miniaster of Education. Mras. Osborn’s letter contains
the names of 72 Icelanders, but none of these has as yet
signed any obligation to become a member of an Icelandio
Atlantic Unity Committee, some of them are even persons
whom Mrg, Osborn ean hardly have met, Very few of them
know anything more than Mrs. Osborn has told them, often
in a very brief interview, but all of them are very
sympathetic., But that 1s not enough to form such an
Aasoclation. A meeting must be srranged to discuss
the matter,

Becauge of the Communists - who are very numerous
here - the first stepe would necessarily have to be
taken in gulet in order to avoild thelr attacks in the
beginning. Some persongs are doubtful whether Mrs.

Osborn is the right person to sponsor the formation




of such a group. In their opinion the initiative
should come from Icelsndic side. Before Mrs. Osborn
came here, three young editors (one from esch of the

maln organs of the three demoeratic parties) 211 of

whom have been in the United States, were deliberating

on the same or similar step. It would be very dcsirable
if they were sllowed to try thelr hand and to choose
the leading pergonalitiee which they desire, I think
that Mrs, Osborn‘®s 1ist would be very useful to them,

I shell continue to work towasrds thie gosl in
gulet and there may be some time before I can write to
you sbout the results, but I shall keep you adviged,

I do sincerely think thst the best policy would be

the one I have suggested,

The Althing has Jjust convened snd has not yet
elezcted the members for the Farliamentary delegation,
but 1t 1s known that Mr, Jdhann Hafstein, Bank Director,
will be among then,

fou will hear from me again.

With cordial greetings, I am

Yourg very slncerely,

Alexander Johannegson




British Embassy,
Copenhagen.

October 12, 1956.

f“) -

You may remember that you fere kind enough
to give me some of your time when I was in
Reykjavik last June. I heard that you were
in Copenhagen recently and tried to get in
touch with you, but you had already gone.

I shall however be paying a flying visit to
Reykjavik next week, to see our new Minister,
and it would be a pleasure if you could find
time for lunch with me one day, or at anj
rate for- 'a talk, if you are not too busy.
Perhaps I may telephone you after my arrival?

e ¢

e Lot

(M.F. Cullis)
Regional Information Counsellor
for the Nordie Countries.

Hr. Bjarni Benediktsson.

BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

Fyrverrandi Radherra

bjarnl bBenedikiisson,

Reykjavik,
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Mr, Bjarni Benediktsson, M.P.
Mthjng
Reykjavik, Iceland

Dear Mr, Benediktsson:

I enclose '“'*rﬁ"ith a Circular Letter wl'l"Tci'n is being
signers of the Declaration in elev countries,

It seems to us thabt unless our governments act now to carry out more
fully the pledges which they made when they signed the North Atlantic
Treaty in 1949 and adopted the Report of the Committee of Three in
1956, the threat to the lives and welfare of all of us will continue
unabated. That so "f.i'bl‘-Lc has been accomplished in building up -.mfl‘\'_»
on the non-military is to some extent the raupom""' ny

the governments concern N{, but primarily of the major N

who SJ_;Y}"G the Dec
leader of opinion i

These circumstances place s igati T aadership c 10se of us
1

.aration OJ'_‘ We hope that you, as a
in Iceland, -.-._i_ﬂ. accept this igatd

In particular, will you - as an individual or member of a dele

urge implementation of the recommendations o*" 't'r; Cor'tr'litt"m 01" 'i'}u“r“
and point up the urgency of ;aEI”EI‘l_&:‘_L."I-ETElD:'

tary aspects of NATO among the foll owing g

« leaders of your Government
« your Parliament
o your pelitical party

't would be most helpful in coordinati efforts in various "-1.~ntri:s

j_{ you couvld let your Sponsor hear from _""O‘LL "‘mut; J“’L' "1 are
able to do in this direction. He is

Ir* 1igbraut 57, Reykjavik.

NATO was bern of the wi ff the west for survival reedon Its
vigor can be restored if ders in NATC countries will take the in-
itiative in at-'al-:en_uﬁb W citizens to the perils of postponing
support for A bl

SIGNERS OF LISTED ON REVERSE SIDE
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enediktsson,

i also enclose for your information a r‘ﬂ;"-'-; of
your Prime Minister. We hope that the further ;
Unity suggested that letter will dlm commend
As a fi f Foreign Affairs, a leading

Conservative Party you are in
assist this further effort.

Our Project Director, Mr. Walc Moore, will be in Iceland from
hugust 20 to 24, He will be in touch with Dr.Johannesson and will
hope to have an opportunity talk with you at that time.

Dr. Johannesson will look forward t ea z n you. With appreci-
ation for your understanding =2 ati in the past, as now,
I am,

lar mail and under separate cover
of Three.
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