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Heildarendurskoéun fari fram & peim battum SKOlaloggJafar-

innar, sem ekkl hafa verld endurskodadir & undanférnum drum.
TMlgangurinn s& =3, ad laga nimsefni og skipulag skdlanna ad
breyttum bJoéfelagsbattum, setja nyJar og einfaldari reglur um
samskiptl rikis og sveltarfélaga vardandi stofnun og rekswsur
skdla og endurskisuleggja yfirstjérn fr&éslum§lanna. Jafnframt
& samin framkvamdadstliun um skdlabygglngar & n®mstu drum og sé
bar stefnt a6 pvi ad fullnsgja med skipulegum hattl og & sem
skemmstum tima porf fyrir skdlahdsnmdi £ Ollum skélastigum.
Gerd verdi og astlun um efliagu {slengkra ranns8kna, bedl &
svidl raunvisinda og hugvisinda.

25. febriar 1965,
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CABLE ADDRESS:
ELDHAKA

HANNES KJARTANSSON

551 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MURRAY HiLL 2-5433

November 19, 1959

Mr. Bjarni Benediktsson
¢/0 Morgunbladid
Reyk javik

Dear Bjarni:

First of all let me congratulate you on the
new government, which I understand has been formed.
I was rather surprised to see how many ministries the
Social Democrats have. I do hope that the new government
will be successful in the tremendously difficult and
important tasks which lie before it.

Immediately upon receipt of your letter of
November 7, I sent the $5.00 check for the subseription
to "A Quarterly of World Affairs", and the book "Advise
and Consetn" is being forwarded by the government mail
tomorrow.

With best regards to you and Sigridur,




E.A.ScHmipT WesTPLEIN 9

RoTtTErRDAM, 23rd November 1959.

Mr. Bjarni Benediktsson,
Morgunbladid
Adalstraeti 6,
ReykJjavik.

Tceland.

I refer to your kind letter of 21st September and my
own letter of 25th September.

I have now read in our newspapers that you have just
been appointed Minister of Justice and industry and
also of a new department for fishery-zones.

Although I fully realise that this will entail a great
deal of work for you, I hasten to write to you to
congratulate you upon your appointments and hope that
you and your party will be able to bring your country
back to stable economic conditions and wealth.

I am hoping to be abl
summer of 1960 and to ca
Heaklh Himskiquje1°g Ifl-

isi

if I can then also

e to visit your country in the
11 on our Principals, Messrs.
1ds, and shall be very pleased
you in Reykjavik.

4=
v

With kindest regards, also to Mrs. Benediktsson

Yours very sincerely,




E.A.ScHmipT WesTPLEIN 9
RoTTERDAM, 29th December 1959.

Mr. Bjarni Benediktsson,
Morgunbladid

Adalstraeti 6,
REYKXKJAVIK,

Iceland.

Dear Bjarni,

We were very pleased to receive your Christmas card with your good
wishes for the New Year, which we most heartily reciprocate.

We have indeed now made our preliminary plans for our trip next year
to Iceland and the Managing Director of the H./f. Eimskipafjelag
Islands has been so kind to offer my wife and myself a passage in the
"GULLFOSS" to Iceland.

We have reserved accomodation on the "GULLFOSS", leaving Leith on 1lth
July 1960 and expect to stay about five days in Iceland and then return
by air to Copenhagen.

We are thus looking forward to seeing you and Mrs. Benediktsson in
your own country and discuss the short but very happy day we spent
together in Holland.

1

With kindest regards from us both to you both,

Yours very sincerely,




T
MEMO
——

Subject: Conference with Secretary of State

on December 9th Messrs. Alfred C. leal (CED), Hans Christian Sonne
and Lithgow Usborne (Declaration of Atlantic Unity) conferred informally with
the Secretary of State between 1 and 2 p.m. at the State Department,

Mp. Osborne initiated the discussion by reading a brief statemend of which
a copl is attached.

There was a discussion on the possibility of turning OEEC into an QAEC
and there appeared to be no cbjection on the part of the Department to the
Deelaration of Atlantic Unity using its influence in that direction,

In regard to the Speciazl Conference (Item 1 on the DAU Program for 1960)
the Secretary referred to the letter sent by the Department to the Chairman
of the Foreign Relations Committee af the Senate and the Chairman of the Foreign
Affairs Committee of the House stating its approval of S. Con. Rese. 1Te

Mr. Osborne reported on the progress made in regard to the establishment
of an Atlantic Institute in Brussels in which the Secretary expressed interest.

The question was raised as to whether the proposed financing of the I.D.A.
was on a sufficiently generocus scale, There scemed to be agreement that the
amount pronosed ($1,000,000,000) would be sufficient to get.I.D.A. started and
that once established it weuld be in a position to secure additicnal financing,

Enec, Statement by Lithgow Osborne




Statement read by Lithgow Osborne at conference with Secretary of State Herter
on December 9, 1959

As you know the Declaration of Atlantie Unity is a loose and informal
grouping rather than an organization, The Declaraticn was issued in 195h and
signed by 270 influential citizens of 13 NATO countries belonging to all
political parties except the Communists. Its objective was to strengthen the
free western world particularly NATO, Included among the signers we have in
each country one or two main Sponsors with whom we Beep in constant touch,.

In other words while we are not a formal orgamization we are in a position to
get in contact quieckly with influential people in all NATO countries who are
anxioug to see the Atlantic alliance developed and strengthened.

We have seen many of our original recommendations accepted and adopted
by the NATO governments. In the meantime we have endeavored to adapt our
program to the changes in the politieal and economic scene which have oceurred
since 195k,

We naturally want to be helpful to the Department of State in its efforts
to promote Atlantie Unity in any way we can., A few weeks ago I went over with
you very informally some of the points in our 1960 program which has been
carefully worked out after consultation with the Sponsors in all countries. We
would now like to submit them to you in more definite form and would appreciate
any comments or suggestions you may care to give us, The program can, of course,
be modified - or amplified = in agreement with the Sponsors in the several
NATO countries.

What seems of special importance at the moment are the economic developfments
in the Atlantie area which have taken place and which are in prospect. I hope
before we quit we can discuss other items on the D.A.U. program but first off
we might deal with the economic question,

The original Declaration included a recommendation for closer esconomie
co-cperation and the removal of trade barriers. At the Atlantic Congress
lagt June in lLondon a petition was submitted, signed by a preponderant number
of the signers of the Declaration, one item of which cdlled for turning OEEC
into an OAEC with Canadz and the United States as full fledged members. This
recommendation was referred to the Economic Committee and was adonted by it
and passed by the Atlantic Congress unanimously,

The promotion of such a development is Item No, 2 on the Declaration's
1960 program and we have made some investigation of opinion in the various
NATO countries in regard to it. We thought you might be interested in the
results of these investigations before you go overseas. I have here a list of
people in the United States and other NATO countries who have expressed
themselves in favor of full U.S. and Canadian membership in OEEC, This is on the
basis of letters we have received indicating their support, or of personal
conversations or because the persons in question signed our Petition to the
Atlantic Congress.

'8 concerns Canada we have just heard this morning that our Canadian
Sponsors have seen Mr. Churchill, Minister of Trade,(and a signer of the
Declaration) and pressed upon him the importance of this development. They plan
to see the Minister of External Affairs before he leaves for Paris.




=

We plan te ask the Declaration Sponsors ‘and other signers in other
NATO countries to follow a similar course,

poken in favor of a NATO Economie
orzanization. We also know that you disazreement with M. Spaak on

this point at a recent press conference, We agree with M, Spaak that the

NATO countries should pool their resources and co-ordinate their scconomic
policies but we doubt that NATO is the bast agency for doing this,

We believe that there is a substantial body of public opinion in all
the NATO countries including the United States and Canada favorable to
OAEC. In this connection I think you will be interested in a report from Al Neal
of C.E.D., and from Hans Christian Sonne who besides being a Sponsor of the
Jeclaration of Atlantic Unity is also President of the National Planning
Association,
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DECLARATION "OF ATLANTIC "SNITY

51 EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. « MURRAY HILL 2-25¢¢%

UNITED STATES sPONSORS: Will L. Clayton, William H. Draper, Jr., Hugh Moore, Lithgow Osborne, Hans Christian Sonne
DIRECTOR; Walden Moore ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR: Livingston Hartley

December 18, 1959

My, Bjarni Benediktsson
Morgunbladid
Adalstraeti 6

Reykjavik

Iceland

Dear Bjarni Benediktsson:

Congratulations on your apoointment as lMinister of Justice and best
wishes for a successful administration,

L enclose a copy of a letter I have just written Dr. Alexander
Johannesson with attachments which are self-explanatory.

[ am sure you will agree with us that these developments are most
important. You may want to call them to the attention of your colleagues
in the Cabinet.

Yy wife joins me in sending most cordial greetings of the season to
you and Mrs, Benediktsson.

With all best wishes, I am,
faithfully yours,

\w;l.‘ﬁﬁipt&/wm/ "JL“LQ“‘k

Walden Moore
WM:ml Director

Ine. Letter to Alexander Johannesson - Dec., 18 - with attachments

SIGNERS DE € LA RA T )ON LISTED O N ROEVOE RUS'E s U'D E




December 18, 1959

Dr. ‘lexander Johannesson
Hriagbraut 57

Reykjavik

lceland

Dear Dr. Alezander Johannessont

As you may have heard the Johanu Hafsteins, Aubassador and Mrg, Hans
Anderson and the Lithgow Osbornes had a very pleasant dinmer at our apartment
on lovember 12. Later we saw the Hafsteins, Benediet Groendal and Mr.
Thorarinsson at the NATO Parliamentary Conference in Washingtom. In my opinion
4% was the most successful meeting of the NPC so fay, [t was good to have an
Teelandie delegation back with ue after missing them at the Atlantic Congress
in 10!!&‘10]3-

While in Washington I heard from Johsnn Hafstein the good news of &he
formation of & new Leelandie government with a decidedly Atlantic slant. Will
you please send me the names and parties of the various finisters as I den't
yet have a complete list. We were particularly happy to see our good friend
Bjarni Penediktsson ineluded as Minister of Justice although we had rather
hoped that he might again be Foreigm Minister,

At any rate he adde another distinzuished signer of the Declaratiom now
holding a Cabinet post. The list now includes France (Prime Ninister, “inister
of Justics), the United Statea (Jeeretary of State), Canada (Prime Ministey,
¥inister of Trade and Commerce), Germany (VMinister of Finance), Belgium (Prime
Minister, Minister of Defence), Oreece (Deputy Prime Hinister) and Iceland
(Minister of Justice) - almost half of NATO!

I zather that there has been no change in the fisheries dispute with
Britain and that things are likely to be stalemated until the new conference
on the laws of the sea next year. In the end I expect Iceland will get her
w. .

"I talked with Finn Moe of Horway about it and he didn't think there was
anything useful the Declaratiom could do about it at present. Do you agree?

You will recall the enclosed petition which was submitted to the Atlantie
Congrese last June signed by you and 156 other signers of the Declaration from
thirteen NATO countries,

You will note that the second economic proposal suggests two alternatives
a) an Atlantic EGconomic Couneil or b) changing 043C into CAEC. To our surprise
the Atlantie Congrese approved both alternatives on the recommendation of
different committees.




ofe

ifter extensive consultatiens and corresondence with the ipensors in
other countries the U.5. Gpensors found that there w.s practically unsnimous
opinicn in faver of the second alternative of an CABC. Practieally our caly
consultant who disagreed with this epinien was Mr. Spask,

(n the basis of these consultations the U.8. Sponsors drew up the enclosed
“rogram for 1960 of which point two is an Organisation for itlantic Zeconemic
Ce=-gperstion,

1 snoless a memorandum on a meeting last week with ‘ecretary larter which
is worded very cauticusly as the meeting was entirely confidential and Lithgow
Usborne did not feel he should quote or commit the Secretary ia any way.

Actually all three of our delegstes ware delighted with the mseting and
are very optimistio about the future poliey of our government on all four peints
discussed (the first four noints of the enclosed program),

“e hope that our Canadian friends had an aqually satisfactory meeting with
¥r. Creen before hs left for Paris and that Fesars. Ferter and Uyeen will find
an ocoasion to discvss these matters rrivately in the sourse cof the next few

Specilfically regarding an OAEC we are hopeful that the U.5. government
will propose “orth Ameriean mamborsblp in CEIC within the next few waeks,

dagarding poiat 1 of our program we sxpect that the U.5. Congress will
pess the Sumphrey-‘organ Resclution oarly next year and extend ianvitations
te the other FATO Parliasments to Join them in ap ointing leading citizens to
an axploratery convention to make recemmendations to thelr goveraments on
NATO and Atlantic Unity,

As you may kmow plans for an Atlsatic Institute are belnz pushed vigorously
by a very distinguished internstional conmittee under the leadership of Paul
Van “seland.

%6 are suggesting to cur Sponsors in the other NATO ccuntries that they
call these developments to the attentien of the sppropriate Finisters in their
o¥n gevernments and urge a pesitive attitude towards them,

¥e hope you will find 1% rossible to do this in Iceland and, if a’propriate,
let ue know what resstion yeu get.

¥y wife jJeins me in sending most cordial greetings of the sessen to you
and Nrs, Johannesson.

“aithfully yours,

Walden Moore
sno. 1. Petition ' Plrector
2, Pyogrem for 1960
3. Femorandum on sonference with “Jacretary of State with attachment

ee. Ejarni Bensdiktsson
Johann Hafstein

Wil sinbackiplaca iy Rigra Renedikicconar© Boroarskialasafn Reykiayil




DECLARATION OF ATLANTIC UNITY

Petition to the Atlantic Congress

1]
We, the undersigned signers of the Declaration of Atlantic Unity, call upon the Atlantic Congress to Mt!ﬂ

endorse the following proposals designed to strengthen NATO and to unify the Atlantic Community:

Political Proposals

1. Endorsement of the unanimous resolution of the Third NATO Parliamentarians’ Conference
in 1957 that the NATO governments “bring about, in accordance with the constitutional and govern-
mental processes of their countries, a conference composed of leading representative citizens selected on
a non-partisan basis and directed to convene as often as necessary in order to examine exhaustively
and to recommend how greater cooperation and unity of purpose, as envisioned by the North Atlantic
Treaty, within the Atlantic Community may best be developed.” (Unanimously approved by the
U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee in 1958.)

2. Meetings of the Heads of the NATO Governments, similar to the one held in December,

1957, should take place annually.

3. The Permanent Representatives on the North Atlantic Council should be given higher status
equivalent to that of Cabinet Ministers.

4, To carry out its accepted principle of inter-dependence, the North Atlantic Council should,
on certain questions, reach decisions by less than a unanimous vote. Our governments should proceed
immediately to negotiate an agreement as to what kind of questions are suitable for such decisions and
the weight to be given to the vote of each member country.

5. The North Atlantic Council should appoint a small group of qualified men of wide experience,
who would represent the Atlantic Community as a whole instead of their governments, to advise the
Council on measures which might advance the common interests of the Atlantic Community.

6. The NATO governments should seek to coordinate their policies within the United Nations
and other international agencies on all questions of common concern.

7. The North Atlantic Council should officially recognize the right of the NATO Parliamentarians’
Conference to advise the Council on political, economic, cultural and social questions and to receive an
annual report from the Secretary General.

Economic Proposals

1. The elaboration, pursuant to Article II of the North Atlantic Treaty, of a comprehensive
mutual program for lowering tariffs, freeing currencies and eliminating trade restrictions so that there
may be established an adequate economic basis for the Atlantic Community and associated nations.

2. The creation of more adequate machinery for economic cooperation such as an Atlantic
Economic Council. An alternative means to this end could be the inclusion of the Organization for
European Economic Cooperation (OEEC) in an Organization for Atlantic Economic Cooperation
(OAEC) in which Canada and the United States would be full members.

3. An Atlantic Investment and Development Fund should be established to assist under-
developed countries, either directly or through other international agencies.

Cultural Proposal

1. The financing and establishment of an Atlantic Institute which would serve as a research
center and clearing house for the Atlantic peoples, promote a greater sense of community among them
and discover and develop Atlantic leadership adequate to these tasks.

sndorsed

wndorsed

H o

ind :




DECLARATION OF ATLANTIC UNITY

PROGRAM FOR 1960

(Adopted by U.S, Sponsors October 29, 1959)

Implementation of Atlantic Congress Proposals

1. Seek to bring about the special conference of leading citizens to examine
exhaustively means of attaining greater Atlantic unity, recommended by the
Atlantic Congress and the NATO Parliamentarians' Conference, and, to this
end, promote passage by Congress of S. Con. Res. 17 (Humphrey- Morgan
Resolution),

Promote United States and Canadian membership in OEEC which would thereby
become CAEC (Organization for Atlantic%Co-—oper ation),
p PP SN
3. Support the establishment of an International Development Association with
more adequate capitalization than has been proposed.

4. Support action taken to set up an Atlantic Institute.

NATO Parliamentarians' Conference

5. Continue to support the development of the Conference especially by provision
of a more adequate budget.

NATO Council

6. Seek to promote better coordination of policies in the North Atlantic Council
and to strengthen the Council's authority and personnel.

7. Continue to work for the further implementation by all NATO governments
of the 1956 Committee of Three Report to the Council.

Development of NATO

8. Encourage NATO governments to meet the Soviet economic offensive by a
comprehensive mutual program of economic co-operation as envisaged in
Article II of the North Atlantic Treaty.

9. Suggest to official and unofficial bodies means of strengthening NATO
politically, economically, militarily and culturally.

10, Maintain frequent correspondence and close personal contacts with Sponsors
and signers of the Declaration in all NATO countries to promote these
objectives.
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JUDGES' CHAMBERS OTTAWA

THE EXCHEQUER COURT
OF CANADA

Hr. Bjarni Benediktsson,
Minister of Justice,
Reykjavik, Tceland.

Dear Sir:-

I was delighted with the ne %g Lopbero -Heimskringla
that you had become "domsmala- og i na rmalarédherra® and I

send my very best wishes to you for success in this important
of fice.

You will perhaps be interested in hearing that when I
was in Winnipeg last August there was a good deal of specu-
1ation as to the outcome of the election and who might becouw
ministers of the new government. Some of this speculation was
to the effect that you might well become the new Prime Minlster.
A1l this is an indication that the Icelandic communities in the

West are very much interested in what happens in the 01d Land.

T am enclosing herewith a copy of Logberg-Heimskringla
of August 27th, 1959, containing the report of my speech "Fgyrir
Minni Islands” delivered at Gimli on August 3, 1959, and also
a copy of a poem in my honor composed Dby Dr. S.E.Bjernsson.

I remember with pleasure the very kind remarks that you
made about me when you thanked me for the speech that I made

at the University. I greatly appreciated the warmth of your
statements

My wife joins me in the best of wishes to your wife
and yourself for Christmas and the New Year.

Yours sincerely,
?}OWM

Hon. J. T. Thorson,

President, Exchequer Court of Canada,
Room 6, New Supreme Court Bldg.,
Ottawa, Ont.

sl baedpes
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Triinadarmdl

I'il athugunar

Mér bykir rétt ad skfra frd eftirfarandi hugleidingum, sem
komu fram 4 fundi sérfrmdinganefndarinnar { morgun, Ratt var m.a,
um dhrif "liberaliseringar" £ innienda idnadinn,

Fer ekki hj4 pvi, ad margvfsleg vandamdl skapast fyrir idnad-
inn pegar samkeppnin eykst frd innfluttum vorum og sumum greinum getur
hin hreinlega ridid ad fullu en odrum md e.,t,v, hjdlpa yfir verstu
erfidleikana,

VAr einkum ratt um tvennt { pessu sambandi. Litt af pvf, sem

geti ordid erfitt vidureignar { samkeppninni eru bau kjor, sem erlend

fyrirteki geta oft bodid Dpegar um vorukaup fr4{ peim er ad rzdba, {f formi

1dna, Kemur petta m,a. fram { sambandi vid bdtasmfdarnar, bar sem
skipasmfpastodbvarnar erlendis geta bodid 14n til nokkurra 4ra en hér
4 landi er pv{ ekki til ad dreifa p,.,e.,a.s, ekki f medan skip er {
byggingu, en Fiskveidasjédur veitir 14nin pegar skip eru fullbyged.
pas sem hér hyrfti ad gera er ap Fiskveidasjédbur 1dnadi Ut 4 skip
byggingu { 4fongum eftir pvf, sem smfdinni midadpi dfram, LAnid flytt=
ist svo med bétnum til pess, sem keypti hann, Eitthvad hefir petta
verid f athugun og til mun vera uppkast ad frumvarpi, sem Elfas Hall-
d6rsson hefir samib,

Mundi petta audbvelda skipasmftaidnabinum hér samkeppnina,

bpetta vandamdl 4 vio um fleiri vorur og er ad sjdlfsogdu né-
tengt hinu almenna vandamf£li { sambandi vibd 1dnamdl idnabarins,

Annad atridi kemur hér einnig til, Bdast md vid, ad ¥ms idnfyrir-
teki geti ekki stadist samkeppnina nema pvi aveins, ad bau geti hett
vinnsluadstodbu sfna t.d, med auknum og betri vé€lakosti o.fl1, f pv{ sam-
bandi p.e. almenna "rationaliseringu", Hér kemur hinsvegar fjdrmagns-
skortur til, Ef finna matti einhverja leid til ad unt veri ad veita
14n til slfkra framkvemda geti bad haft mikla pfdoingu a.m.k., { fmsum
tilfellum,

Ekki var farip ndnar dti ad rxda petta { einstokum atridum en
Dr. Benjamfn taldi sig hafa hugsad petta mdl sérstaklega og geti e,t,v,
bent £ einhverja leid ef til kemi,

betta eru atridi, sem dsamt morgum odrum munu koma upp sfdar,en
mér pétti rétt ad vekja athygli 4 peim nd af pessu gefna tilefni.
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PERMANENT MISSION OF ICELAND
TO THE UNITED NATIONS

19. névember, 1959
C%;:pﬂBS' Vl‘\‘*‘}

Eg &ska pér til hamingju med nyju rikisstjdornina

og binn ri&sherradém a3 nyju. Eg 4 eftir a3 4tta mig 4

bessari verkaskiptingu innan rikisstjdérnarinnar, og finnst
mér fljdtt & 1itis, ad bid hafid 1dtis Alpysuflokkinn hafa
of mikisd af pydingarmestu rdduneytunum. En orsakir munu
til alls liggja.

Eg sendi bér hér med radu, sem eg flutti nylega 1
pdlitisku nefndinni hér & allsherjarpinginu Gt af fyrir-
hugudum atdmsprengingum Frakka i Sahara. Vis tékum par bad
einu afst88u, sem samrimdist orsum okkar og atkvedagreidsluW
hér { U.N. Eg var feginn bvi, ad eg taladi fyrstur af
Norsurldndunum, og a3 pau greiddu sisan atkvedi eins og
vid, nema Danmdrk, sem sat hji.

Eg veit a® nd er ykkur 4 ny vandi & héndum ad leysa
vandamdlin og byggja upp atvinnulffis, og Jska eg ykkur
alls gengis 1 peim efnum,

Med beztu kvedjum,

Hr. ritstjéri
Bjarni Benediktsson
c/o Morgunbla®id,
Reykjavik
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