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My dear Mr. Benidickson,

Having finished my tour in Casnada
and a few days stay in the United States
I am now leaving for Iceland in a day
or two.

Before I leave I want to thank you
and your wife for the courtesy you showed
to my fam!ly and myself on our memorable
visit to Gimli. It is needless to say
how proud T am of the fine position you
and so many others of Icelandic origin
have won in your new country. I realized
some of 1t before I came to Canada, but
what I saw and exrerlenced in every way
excelled my fondest hopes.

As a token of my high resprect and
sincere gratitude I ask you to receive as
a gift from the Government of Iceland the
reproduction of Gudbrandar Biblla, a
masterplece of translation and printing
which was edited by the bishop of Hélar,
Gudbrandur Thorléksson, in the late
slxteenth century. Even though it 1is not
likely that you will read much of 1t, you
may, as well as I do myself, keep it in
your library as a momento of the culture
of our forefathers, even in their most
difficult times.

With the kindest regards from my




family to your wife and yourself,

Yours sincerely,

The Hon. W. M. Benedickson
Minister of Mines and Technical Surveys




New York, Aug. 1l8th, 1564

My dear Prime Minister,

Now when I am leaving for home after
almost two weeks in Canada and e few days in
the United States, I want to thank you for your
warm personel greetings and the fine reception
I recelved in your magnificent country.

I thought I knew & lot about Canada
before I sterted on this tour, but waat I have
seen, far excels my expectations. As I said to
my kinsmen in your country, I do not want to
emigrate from Iceland, but if 1 emligrated
myself, I surely would go to Canada.

As an Icelander I am proud of the respect
your compatriots of Icelandic origin have won
in every community we visited. Their faith to
old Icelandic treditions certainly makes them
staunch believers in freedom and loyasl cltizens
in thelr new homeland., At the ssme time they
ere sglncere friends of Iceland, the country
thelr forefathers came from. It 1s indeed of
great value for my small nation to have 80 many
good friends in a country wlth such & glorious
future as yours. With ell the differences both
Canadlans and Icelanders cherish the same human
values and their faithfulnezs towards their
friends.

Our days in Canada, the sincere friend-




ship and warm hggpftality we met wherever
we came, we shall naver forget.

I hope to see you soon in Iceland.

With my best personal regards,
y

Yours sincerely,

He B. Leater B. Peesrson
Prime Minister of Cesnada
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