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869 Garfield 5St.
Feb. 1, 1967

Rt. Hon Dr. Bjarni Benediktsson:
Prime Minister of Iceland.

Keri Dr. Bjarni: ( I hope you dont mind my typing 1in English,it 1is
quicker)

Greetings and good wishes for a Good “ew Year and future

yf:?'-.*.l‘S-
I am sending you a ngkjal" which the people 1in Iceland

might be interested in,as it pertains to historical events of some
moment. For years my friends have bee urging me to have a book published
f my most important srticles and speecnes,= in fact two books, one inm
English and one 1n Icelandic. S50 many V. Islendingar have had their
books published in Iceland ,and I suppose I could do it too, if I
gave myself time To jo anything for myggkl.lf seems that 1 am always
up to my ears 1n SDRE cul tural activity that may be of bene it to
some specificp group OI to the community as a whole.
However, Hjalmur 1: very "driftugur" in getting
and he is now in the process of gathering together some of
srticles in the Icelandic Canadian and other publication, together
a few that he has I.:,"i':\'-".-‘\i ut from veekly papers, etc. He absolutely

insisted on including the Historical Pageant that I wrote for the 100th
anniversary in Utan ol ¢ typed it up from my original coOpY, and 1 am
sending you this rough copy, and ask you please To €XCuse the typingg

and errors.\ nave no tC copy things over, as I am now running

around the countr] ad judicating ama and speech festivals, and getting

-
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ready 1or the Pjodreknisping bel

Anyway I am sendings this document to you, in the belief

that it will interest some people.lf it should be kept'"for the record"”
\

it is easy enough for someone to re-type it, but if not itiuﬁ?&jéoﬂL
gsigned to the waste bas

1 have had a great deal of pleasure 1n Joing all this
extensive cultural sork for Iceland and Icelanders, even if I have never
made much noise about it. As I said I am too busy to be thinking
about pushing myself forward, but perhaps it 1s not right to sit back
al together and let everything be lost and forgottien because one
is too "modest" to speak up.

With our best wishes to Yyou, and to *celand.

Yours sincerely,
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THE SYMBOL OF ICE LAND

An historical pageant presented June 16, ’/;t Spanish Fork,Utah, during a
three-day festival to commemorate the hundredth anniversary of the coming

of the first Icelanders to Utah, who were converts to the New Faith, The Curch
of Latter Day Saints,( more commonly called Mormons).

Written and produced by Mrs. Holmfridur Danielson,of Winnipeg.

Commentary for the pageant*

Commentary: To-night we salute and pay tribute to the Fjallkona,that serene
figure of the Maifi of the Mountains,which is the symbol of Iceland,and typifies
all that is best and noblest in the land and in the nation. The introduction in
this song carries a challeng®kin to that given in the well-known 1lines:

‘¢ Breathes there a man with soul so dead..... Who never to himself has said- This

|
|

is my own , my native land.... "

"S ong by the choir : Fjallkonan,in English translation by Mrs. Danielson.

Ist. verse of song:

Should not the blood flow faster in the Norseman's veins
As joyous rings out the ancient wondrous strain:

Give ear !

Our ancient Iceland,b'loved, our motherland!

0, Mountain Maid,

Thous worthy goddess!

Our dreams' and daylight's star of brightness;

Thous standest tall and true,against the heaven's blue;
We pledge our word and deed,

We will thy glory speed,

Strive for thee,Mother with gleaming brow.

We thine shall be,to stay with thee,

Fill life is done,and our souls set free.
N ——

( during the song the curtain is drawn, reveallnv §K§§§§é pﬁﬁt gy 22 'y with

an alcove at the back , with figures of Fjallkona, flanked by four maidens

doing the traditional work of Icelandic women, Spinning |, weaving etc.}a?drgggi
in fronTof this group and to the side are tkvrpeo ole , a man and @ women who ne
represegt the emigrants, who later leave) 7 ALAL uq‘,fp:{fkfaah, vy ueehad Copets ,

2. (commentary) The Fjallkona has looked on the struggles and tritumphs of her
people for a thousend years and more.She has seen the golden aze of literature
spread its bright glow over Iceland and over other lands.She has, alg4, seen her
children oppressed by tyrants and harassed by natural disasters,but she has never
seen them cowed or beaten.Always they have striven valiantly against desperate
odds and inched their way along the path of progress and towards liberty.

3. Often in their extremity, the children of Iceland felt that their Fjallkona
had an austere mien,but still they drew str@ngth from her fine traditions.
Tenaciously they clung to these traditions:the respect for law,the love of liber—-
ty; and reverence for good 1literature.Their inspired leaders in the fields of
writing,amdxhigh ideals and statesmanship,were graﬁully lifting the nation to

a united effort to break free from bondage.And as they strove to this end,they
worked diligently at their daily tasks, and as they worked they studied, or in
gayer mood they san: , and even danced.They sang about the hopespnd aspirations
of the nation, and about the beauty of the land- its mountains, zlaciers, rivers,

¥ TFollowing the commentary &re given a few specific instruction for staging,
but all the detailed instructions were ziven by Mrs., Danielson herself , who
spent two weeks at Srpingville and Spanig B Fork , before the presentation of
the pageant, to direct and polish up rehearsals.
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waterfalls, and lush green valleys.
SONG:"Pé blafjallageimir.” ¢,/ csn

# B Commentary ( accompanied by soft music, a small string orchestras,or violin
cello and piano, playing"Sélskrikjan"or other appropriate music)

It was during the twilight of adversity in Iceland that the sad eyes of the
Fjallkona witnessed the emigration of thousands of her children to a foreign
shore.But before that she said goodbye to a few of her beloved one4swho, in

faith and love and with matchless courage, had set out into a desert land to

build a good life in the best traditions that she had given them, and to be

embraced by a burning faith, a boundless cour=age, and unswerving .reseverence

of a new spiritual order.That was one hundred years ago ehen the few converts to

the New Faith set out from her shores and she saw them fade across the horizon

and vanish into the vast and arid desert. She could zive them no dowry of
material riehes , but as they set forth into the uncertain future she gave into
their KXKAXEX keeping her most precious possession:Iceland's great literary her-
itege,together with a legacy of mental and spiritual fortitude which had been
carefully nurtuted throughout the years, and which had become , in gpite of
oppression and privations, the dominant influence in the life of the nation.

( action on stage, the emigrants receive the Book from the Fjallkona and bid

farewell )

And so she bid them farewell and thought they were lost to her forever, —
<~ # The eyes of the Fjallkona strained after them as they trekked across theg
“  wastelands of this vast EBEIXX new Empire; this haven sought by a spiritually

uplifted people who were being persecuted for their faith; these latter])ay

Saints who dared to suffer untold hardships flor their convictions snd their free-

dom.The Fjallkona wept for the;# her own,- but she rejoiced also, for were

they not joining a people who haA much kinship with her own traditions? She

saw their total courage along the way. Night and day she saw them toiling a-

cross the vast , trackless desert to the new promised land. She saw them strain-

ing and carrying heavy loads and pushing awkward handcarts for hundreds of
miles across the burning sands.

( action on stage: Two men and a woman depicting the first Icelanders,stumbling

across the stage with a handcart and carrying heavy burdens, and before and aft-

er them other groups of people in the same straiss, some carrying children( dolls)

but the three Icelanders must be a little distinct from the others) (The action

will continue as expressed in the commentary) N aen
Q?;E;( incidental music here and various shades of lighting passing in Auéﬂéh

over the group on stage.During this action the choir eings the beloved L.S.D

hymn, which had sustained so many weary people on the long trek:"Come, come,

ye Saints". )

Commentary She saw them f:11 and stumble, but they did not despair when they fell

and bled from wounds; when they trembled and tottered from hunger and sickness

they did not cry out; when they buried their dear dead ones alonz the trail
they did not weep.No they did not weep nor bewail their fate; instead they
prayed.Fervently and in simple fzith they prayed to their God to lead them and
guide them and guard them,not only from physical dangzers which threatened them,
but also from the foolish vanity of those who turn from true faith and think
they can prosper without the love og Gdd.

In the evening when camp was made the sturdy migrants to this Westward Empire

of Deseret had to barricade themselves from attacks by Indians.They had to see

to the needs of the whole company, minister to the sick, and prepare for the

next day3s trek. Each eveing they gathered around the camp fire to duly

worship God in prayer and song. ( all kneel in prayer, then sing: " To-day we

kneel at Jesus ' feet - with choir )

Commentary:Then they relaxed from their physical weariness with gaiety and

dancing.So the comforting glow of the campfire would reflect the whirl of

gay figures dancing away their cares and building up those wonderful bonds of

brotherhood and comradeship which -whieh had become so dear to these
hard-pressed but dauntless heroes.
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8. The Fjallkona saw them,this handful of her children merged into a mighty
throng of modren prosperous citizens of the new land.( action on stage:

gham Young and other Elders come slowly out of the wings at L. and meet
and welcome the weary travelers in appropriate fashion.) (they move off)
And now she was sure they were not hers any more, that they were lost to her
forever.
But they remembered their Fjallkona- their motherland.In the hearts of these
emigrants who left for the lonz and toilsome journey to the Wastelands of Utah
a hundred years ago,there was a tender affection for 01d Iceland- in their
minds a reverance for the fine cultural tEAXIXIERXX ’Qeritage, and in their KEX¥XX
spirits =« nostalgia for the old land. This has been well expressed by an lce-
landic American poet in the "Song of the Pioneers" which described so aptly the
feelings of the emigrants;- that even if they should travel to the finest
lands on earth,yet all the dear landmarks of 0l1d Iceland would stand out in
their memory and, in their absence be clothed in added lory.
Song by the Choir : P&tt bu langforull legdir :5t.G.S5¥/ in Eng. translation.
( during the song the Three Icel. emizrants come slowly out from wings L.
followed by two descendan¥s,children or teenagers, and raisingz their arms slowly
towards the Fjallkona, lean foward a little and stand in this position during
the song.)
Curtain down for a short while,

Scene 11 & )
( incidental music , by small orchestra or emsemble: Nordur vid Heimskaut.
(The 1large front curtain is drawn, but not right to the wings. At the left
it still hides the final group: Uncle Sam and other figures. The Fjallkona Scene
in the alcove at back of stage is the same a before,- not including the :hm913
emigrant figures that had left) The four maidens still flank the Fjallkona,
but their working equipment,spinning wheel, etc. has been removed. A thin
gauze curtain is in front of the Fjallkona scene, and a moving blue 1light
plays ion the scene, making it appear in the far distance.) ( Agroup of descend-
ants of the Utah pioneers - three generation,grandparents, parents, and two
children stand in a semi-cirrle at L. stage, around the Icel. pioneer
monument( tKEX in the form of a lighthouse.T is is a beautiful replica of the
real monument, which was unveiled in 1938, and which was made specifically
for use in the pageant and on one of the elabcrate floats the next day ,June
17, of the 1955 festidal.The replica of the monument is draped with the Stars
and Striped(the U.S.Flag) Behind the three generations may be more people, to
witness the ceremonw.But dont make it too cluttered or crowded/

9._Commentary : The pioneers had prospered and multiplied and made rich this
new land of theirs.But fondly they remembered their origins, and now they gathered
together with reverence and pride to honor the beloved pioneers of Icelandic
stock who had come to Utah between the years 1855=5/. It was only a small band
of sixteen persons,lending their strength and courage to this new venture of
building up this promised land for generations to come. And now their descend-
ands were honoring them,as in love and pride they unveiled this monument to
their memory. (The flag is removed from the monument ).It is in the shape

of a lighthouse,to show that these pioneers came from the 1little remote

island of Iceland in the northern sea. Showing also that the beacony light of
their courage and faith will never falter, but will shine forever to lightgme

the yay for generations to come.
Song by the choir "We shall overcome" or some other appropriate selection)

Commentary On that day, as always the happy people rememnered the rich heritage
which their Fjallkona had bequeathed to them, and their eyes turned once more

to the north where they could visualize her , in dignified affection watching
them( all turn slowly towards the Fjallkona and stand gazing at her )

10. Commentary : ( Background music,Pd blAfjallageimur,or other appropriate musig
In Iceland , the struggle for freedon had continued, and 4hen finally in 1944,
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the ultimate step was taken and soyereign independgnce won,there was great re-
joicing in all the land! And notllin Iceland aloné™H The universsl chorus of praise
and commendation reaching her from Vpo erful nations all over the world ,could
be heard one specific not¥of ':§;ggn§g%ﬁ-nk--'v' ( ti tag

¢ ic notdo Jjo anksgiving| action on stage as the
three generation start slowly toward the Fjallkona,- the male members coming
from the R. wings, - the female from L. wing. They come to a halt in two
lines V - ghaped , - the grandfather and grandmother closest to the ¥jallkona
The gauze curtain in frod of the Fjallkona is drawjaside, and bright lights play
upon the scene. )
Commentary That note was the united voices of Iceland's descendants in America.
Even those who had left for Utah almost a hundred years before, still remembered
her with affection and pride.Every year they would celebrate Iceland's Day with
festive joy, and tell their children about the desr land in the North. No, they
had not forgotten her.For a hundred years they too, had worked and struggled.Ar—
riving in this new land with empty hands they had set to work to carve out
careers for themsglves and for their children.But they knew that in the classical
literature of Iceland the Fjallkona had bequeathed to them a gift more prec-
ios than gold and #MX¥&¥X jewels.They knew that the study Dcelandic tradition
of honesty,liberty, law and learning had found a profound and worthy echo in
their new surroundings, where these very qualities of charéter were so highly
regarded by the followers of their new faith.

1l.Commentary But they wishutlso to pass on to their children and children's
children their own Icelandic heritage."Assuredly "they said," we should cher-
ish our racial heritage,not only for our own spiritual enrichment,but also to
the end that we may lay it with pride and loyalty in the lap of this, our
great nation, to be woven into the strong and beautiful fabric of our own
American “ational life." And so they set sbout to establish anew their contacts
with Iceland, the land of their great-grand arents who had come to Utah = hundred
year ago. In this their Church was a bountiful and hearty co-operator,and to-
getherydevised many ways of building up a closer relationship with the Motherland
of those early sixteen pioneers, and those others who had followed them in the
next few years. They sent teams of experts to the old land to study the genea-
logieal records in Iceland and to microfilm all available historic:1 date for
the erudition of futire generations.They invited distin:uished guests from
Iceland to attend their festive days.they delved into their past so as to
know themselves and so as to gauge their fut re.

"Who are we?" they said in effect , to themselves,"and what is our background ?
It is over there in that little Saga island that our cradle lies,and we must
learn,we must clasp to our bosom ?hﬁt classical heritage that is offered to
us.Throughout the ages this leagcy has been passed from generation to generation
of Icelanders(Music, while grandfather received the SCROLL from the Fjallkona)
Commentary continues : It has been cherished by their descendants her¥(music

UP while grandfather passes the SCROLL to son) It has been transmitted to
their children(Music UP while father passes the SCROLL to small grandson )

And now they offer it with pride and affection to their own land America.
(Action: Curtain at L. is fully drawn revealing Uncle Sam, Columbia and Miss
Utah, one male and two female fugure in appropriate costumes. The little boy
steps forward and offers the SCROLL to lincle Sam. Music accented, )

12. Commentary( during the following the music of "0,Gud vors lands” is playeed
sof'tly)

And as America received this gift we once again pay homsge to the Fjzllkona
from whose had we received it.We pay tribute by singing the magnificent Millennial
Hymn which was sung publicly for the first time st the Millennial festival

in Iceland in 1874, and written for that occasion by the well-beloved poet,

Matthias Jochumsson,with music by the eminent composer Sveinbjorn Sveinbjornssen 1{gv’
s N

Never have the eloquent words of a poft and the grandiloquent tone$of inspired
masic combined more harmoniously to add dignity and solemnity to a memgtous

occasion.Un that day,after desperate years of disaster egd'Lyi}aE}On%,thﬁ Igelaners
received from the hands of King Christian the Ninth, A CONSTITUTION, an

Im'?”




was won their Arst tangible vistory in their

fhe America?) poe Bayard leylor, who

Iceland in 8/4, descibes the solemn service =
and the humble spirit of thankfulness which reigned
"The Millennial Hymn produced a powerful effect,"he

I looked,l sazw eyed filled with tears..... the repeti

. 1 4 = 1 = L. 1 s o=
lands pbusund ar",rang through the Cathedral in t:

-+ 4

emn rather than ';“.I"OH-‘.'} y and gave eXpres: ion GO The
in which the pPEO] le had &a: eembled."

"God of our Land! Our country's God!
All praise to Thy hallowedy hallowed name.
Thy crown in the heaven's bright system of suns
Thine own hosts, ceaseless sages shall frame,
Lord Ig to Thee is a day like a thousand years,
A thousand years but a day.
Eternity's flow'ret with teemulous tears,
That, praising Thee ,passeth away.
Iceland's Th0usadd'Yearn!
Iceland's Thousand lears !
Eternity's flow'ret with tremulous tears
That ,praising Thee , passeth away"
( during the reading of the poem the music plays the tune, )
song, by the Choir , or soloist if the choir can not manage the Icel. words.

0, Gud vors lands. ( use two or three verses ) ( all face Fjallkona)

1%, Commentary As we thus salute the Fjallkona with deep gratitude, we also
hail with 1loyalty and high hopes our own land ,America.We pledge ourselves
anew to make her "the land of the free", in spirit and in truth, and we give
not only our physical fesources to enhance her greatness, but we also lay our
spiritual heritage of law ,liberty and literature at her feet, so that she may
use it ever wisely for her children and for the whole worlds weaker child-
ren.

( all turn and fave.Uncle Sam etc, while the choir sings "The Star Spangled
Banner, or My America.

THE END,

Notes on the pageant

March 28, /[ ?T)rﬁ The #Hon Sigurdson Chapter,I.0.D.E. presented

a colorful pageant on the history and heritage of the Icelandic people,
for the purpose of raising money for the Chair of Icelandic at the

University of Manitoba. The pageant was written, produced and directed

by Mrs. Holmfridur Danielson, and was presented in the concert hall of
the First Lutheran Church,Winnipeg ,Canada.

Following the presentation Dr. P.H.T Thorlakson,chairman of the Icelandic
Chair Committee, and Dr. Gillson, president of the U. of Man. came to Mrs,
Danielson and expressed the idea that in view of the excellence of this
artisit. c production,they would like to see it made into a permanent record,
by taking moving pictures of the pageant and putting the commentary

with choir and incidental music on a disc, wire recorder or other sound ;.

recording equipment. He contacted Dr. Larus A, Sigurdson and entrusted H&+. bhe
whole |pyoject to him and Mrs. Danielson —the effort of carrying out this

recor production.

After consultation Mrs. Vanielson decidaiit would be effective to have the

pageant filmed in a series of still pictures taken of the various tableaux
in the pageant, rather than a moving picture.

It was a strenuous task for Mrs. Vanielson to set up the whole operation once

more, gather up all the costumes, properties etc. and contact all the per—
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sons of the pageamit: the endless phone class, tripg and adjustments that
have to be made when one is trying, at short notice, to get together a
large group of people,all with various interest of their own. But Mrs. Dan-
ielson had good co~operation from the Regent,lMrs. Benson and the comm—
ittee chairman,Mrs, Isfeld, so all went well with the small quota of mis-
haps one learns to expect, and handle as they come.

On Sunday, April 16, the stage was once more set up in the F.L.Church,

a professional photographer was on hand and a series of 14 pictures was
taken,both in color and black and white.The colored ones were then developed
as slided to show at concerts in aid of the Chair in Icelandic, with the
commentary, choir and incidental music( which was recorded the following
Sunday ).Dr. Thorlakson then suggested that the slides and recorded
version of the pageant should be deposited in the archives of the Univer—
sity,pertaining to the Chair, and a complete copy sent to Iceland as a val-
uable cultural contribution in connection with the Chair campaign.

After the full afternoon session on April 16, Mrs. Penson treated the whole
group to nice refreshments,

The recording session ,with the choir etc. was held at the home of Mrs,
Isfeld , who treated C to fine refreshments.

The pageant , in its recorda!form , was then presented at Gimli and again in
wWinnipeg, Altogether the proceeds from all these showing < almost made up
the total of the thousand dollars that the Jon Sigurdson Chapter had pged-
ged to the Icelandic Chair financial campaign, as the chapter is one

of the Founders.

The presentation of the Pageant was a great success both financially and
artistically, and did much to enhance the prestige of the Icelandic people
of Winnipeg. In 1951 when the Y.M.C.A. was holding a three -day festival
to celebrate their hundredth anniversay, various Ethnic zroups were asked

to participate, and Mrs. Yanielson was asked to present her pageant, which
she did. It was considered the outstanding esthetic performance of the

whole festival,

The Utah Pageant.

In 1954, when the Icelandic Association was preparing for therr momentous
three -day festival to commemorate the Centennial, Mr. Bearnson wrote to

Mrs. Danielson inviting her to bring the Pageant to Utah for the occas-
ion,this was out of the question, owing to the tremendous expense, etc. So she
undertook to write and produce a simlar pageant for them, based of course

on their own history and circumstances. In order to do this she studiedl

up thoroughly on Utah history, the history of the Church of Latter Day
Saints, and the history of the pioneer Icelandersin Utah.

Early in 1955 Mrs., Dasnielson sent to Utah, her secript of the pageant, togeth-
er with words and music of the songs, and reguirements for personnel, choir,
commentator , etc. Later she progressively sent instructions as required and
asked them to pick the songs that would particularly be representative of their
Church, and history. June 1st, 1955 Mrs. Yanielson went to ¥tah to pro-
duce and direct the Pageant, and worked with the group for two weeks. It

was a fabulous two weeks with wonderfully interesting activities,

All the papers of the near-by towns carried full coverage on the preparations
for the Festival and big write-ups about Mrs. Danielson, the Canadian
Dramatist who was coming to Utah to lend her time and talents to this
joyous occasion. So did the Salt Lake City papers. Mrs. Danielson was invited

to HEEKXXXEHEXXINEX Salt Lake City four times for television appearances,

with various sections of the groups participating .

Mrs. Danielson had supplies detailed cues for all aspects of the present-

ation: Light cues, music cues, movements cues, commentary cues, etc. , soO
everything went without a hitch.
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The Yageant was presented June /16,1955 in the auditorium of the Paimyfa‘étaﬁgﬁl

House in Spanish Fork, Utah) &% holds 2000 pepple and was full to over-
flowing, As the first tones of the Soloist who sang "0, Gud vors lands"
broke upongZthe K¥X# audience it was indeed and impressive sight (and sound)
when that large mass of people rose spontaneously from their seats in
reverent attention, The pageant was widely lauded in all the papers and
innumerable pictures taken. Unfortunately most of the pictures had to be
taken fllowing the presentation as Mrs. Vanielson asked the photographers
not to disrupt the performance with continuous picture takéng during the

ﬁfebhﬁi_ﬁbkﬁﬁﬁce. The costumes were most beautiful, the lighting was the most

lf extraordinary and effective , the commentary was dramatically done by a
very able man with a beautiful resonat voice. The large choir was stationed
below the stage to the right, and the singing was glorious.

Altogether it was a most satisfying and beautiful production, and the people
on the committee of the festival were overwhelmed withffis wonderful show.

It would take too much space to describe all the costumes , properties
etc., but they were simply perfect.

Later Mrs. Danielson received 1letters of thanks from various members of the
committee:

From Mark and Lucille Johnson:" We wish to compliment you and add pur person-
al appreciation for your splendid contribution to the centennial celebra-
tion.The pageant was a consistent work of art, and most effective in
honoring the worthy pioneers, and will bring you much admiration and
affectioNeceecses I am sending you some of the innumerable newspaper notices".
From Lois B, Christianson: ".... but I think the sweetest memories will

come from our associations with people like you. We thoroughly enjoyed having
you here aside from the wonderful work you did with the pageant.It was fine
and beautiful.... Good luck with your many cultural activities, and God
bless you ".

From Thor Leifson : I am taking this opportunity once more to compliment you
on the outstanding part you played in making the celebration such a great
SUCCESSeeseses "

From John Y. Bearnson, chairman of the committee: "This letter is directed
to you by us all for the purpose of expressing our deepest appreciation for
your great accomplishment in behalf of the Centennial. The Pageant itself,
The Symbol of Iceland, as compiled and directed by you, will live in the
memories of the 2000 people who witnessed its portrayal.... It was a un-
ique production,one that we are sure you must feel proud of having guided,-
to such a splendid fruition. . _We hear nothing but high praise for its
fine and artistic direction. I(hopghiggzg, that the people in Winnipeg
and Canada appreciate your keen intellect and unudual ability, as we do
here in Utah.... Again thank vou for your generous and worthwhile vproject.
It went a long way to enhance our Centennial and help to bring it to &he
high plane, which it enjoyed."

. .




THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN

MRS. DANIELSON INVITED TO
UTAH CELEBRATION

Mrs. H. F. Danielson

Winnipeg people in general, and Ice-
folk in particular, can take
pride in the flact that Mys. H, F.
Danielson, ol 869 Garlield
historical

landic
street, has

written a pageant ftor the
centenary celebration in Spanish Fork,
Utah, to commemorate
the first Icelandic
United States. The celebration will be
held June 15, 16 and 17, but Mys. Dan-

ielson lelt June Ist to act as

the arrival ol
immigrants in the

advisor
on the production of the pageant,

She tells
be featured by

that the
:II)}JI:I]}I']:H'.'

me pageant will
' scenerv
music and costumes, and will portray
settlers to
with them their
skills to then

retaining  a

the migration ol lcelandic

bringing
traditions and
while

America,
culture,

adopted country

deep reverence lor the literary heritage

I*l_".lll(I

\ member ol

the ‘.\ul|i|
Manitoba

League, Mrs. Danielson has been active

has given

the Drama
a number ol vears,
She
ected and took the major role n
NMan,,
the top award in the lirst Manitoba

in drama circles Lo
dir-
the

hoth as director and actress.

play from Arborg, which won
Drama [estival. In 1955 she was award-
ed the league scholarship lor the six-
drama at the Banli

weeks' course In

school ol Line arts.

She has given radio talks and direct-
ed youth groups in drama and choral
work in various parts ol Manitoba and
in the Icelandic North
Dakota. She was editor of the [celandic
Canadian

community ol

years
the Ice-
Evening School, in

magazine lor seven
and organized and directed
Canadian

for the \!lli]_\ of the liter-

landic
Winnipeg,
ature and language. The first vyear's
lectures eiven at the
book,

I'housand Years, which has been sold

series ol school

were published in a [celand's

to universities and cultural organiz-

.||i1;]|~. ,:|| aovel I]].t_' \\n‘.l'ltl.

I'his versatile Winnipeg lady also

conducted drama and choral groups

Youth

training schools in 1957 and 1938 and

[or the Dominion Provincial
prepared a pamphlet on drama study
which was mimeagraphed and used in
these schools in various parts of Can-
ada,

She has written and produced short
sketches, pageants and a two-act play




which \rborg,

Gimli and Winnipeg. She wrote and

wWas Ir!‘IlililHl’_'tl in
produced the pageant, The Symbol of
[celand, which was performed at the
three-day lolk sponsored by
the YMCA at the centenary in 1951,
The same pageant has been perlormed
i aid ol for the

festival

the loundation fund

Summer 1955

[celandic Chair at the University of
Manitoba, It |

been recorded 1n
f1lm

with the

has

colored \[}i]l\, IIIHNi('
and commentary on an J:HHH]J;(II_\'il)_E'_[
tape record, for preservation in the
[celandic archives ol the university.
—Frank Morriss

in the Wpe. Free Press

Thelma Kerrine Wilson

—Courtesy W imnnipeg

I'ribune

Thelma Kerrine Wilson, eight, win-
ner ol the Grade 2 class at the festival,
is the daughter of Mr and Mrs. (nee
Thelma Guttormsson) J. Kerr Wilson,

of 356 Kingston Crescent.

SUBSCRIBE TO THE

ICELANDIC CANADIAN

Carlisle Wilson

—Courtesy Winnipeg Free Press,

Wilson, 10,
Crescent, St. Vital, wasn't going to let

Carlisle 356 Kingston
his sister get ahead ol him so he topped
the Violin grade two solo class Sat-
urday morning at the festival with an
83. His sister Kerrine set the standard
by winning the piano solo, grade two,
K

Gloria Solvason won second place in
the Grade two violin solo at the recent
Winnipeg Musical Festival. She is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Stefan Sol-
vason, 686 Mulvey Ave., Winnipeg.
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Just around the time that the Ice-
landic Canadian goes to press, the des-
111

Iil'\[ l¢ t'LlINlil

migrants to the United States will be

cendants of the
celebrating the hundredth anniversary
of the coming of the first Icelanders
to Spanish Fork, Utah, in the year
1855.

This was just eight years after the
first vancuard of Mormon settlers had,
fleeing from persecution in mid-west-
States, trekked the
desert, for over twelve hundred miles,

ern aACTOSS barren
to find a haven of refuge in what was
then a desolate waste land. They call
homeland Deseret, and
Utah,

sections of the adjoining territory.

We, know
courage, fortitude, faith and dauntless
the
in general, cannot help but feel a great
upsurge of pride
achievement, as we picture the

ed their new

it comprised all ol and large

who something of the

endurance of [celandic pioneers

and a sense ol
firs
three Icelanders who plodded across
that burning desert, in 1855. Irue to
tradition, their
today among outstanding leaders in

then descendants are
enterprise and culture, in their com-

munities,
That
Utah,

Finuti u[.

came Lo
brothe

the Icelanders who

embraced into a

kindred

for

were
.‘-.Ijilih cannot be
the
of the brave people who conquered
like

was 4

(lll[!]lll_‘ll_ when we l('.Il! story

and made it blossom

realize that

the desert

1i1i' rosc, wc Ilt‘l'('
endurance,

that ol

whose I\J]'L'\i}'_{ll{.
faith

own kinfolk who have given of then

]IL'(I]J'L'
ideals and matched out
best in intelligence, skill and selfless-
that
reap richly the reward of their labours.

1ness, So future generations may

\s with our own Icelandic pioneers,
the uppermost thought 1 the minds
first Latter Day Saints

Deseret was to build schools,

of the who

came o
angd establish centres of religious wor-
»]Iira_ \rn[ only t{il| th'\ ]Hll-]il ‘it!!illl!\.

but a mere three years alter the [ir:

immicrants came in 1847, they had

established a university. To be sure 1t

was housed In a pool building and

lacked almost all material necessities,
but it was the answer to the high ideals
of the

settlers for it was a seat ol

higher learning, and around it the
could build their varied cultural activ-

1ties.

While they
turally, they

were busy buildine cul-

worked at transforming

the desert into flourishing cultivated
land. The Deseret
first in the United States to use irriga

The

fruits ol their labours, physical as well

settlers 1n were the

tion for the cultivation ol land.
evident to-

afield. And
hand in

as \i:ililll.ll. are everywhere

dav in Utah, and furthe
the

all this glorious building ol

[celandic \l'[l]L']H.
Western
empire. But, few as they were, they
kept faith with their own Icelandic

remarkable

extent kept up then ties with Iceland-

traditions, and have to a

ic culture, in spite of a hundred years

of isolation from direct contact with

Iceland or with other Icelandic settle-

ments on this continent,

\nvone who has read ol the elabor-
ate plans that have been made lor the
Centenary celebration in  Spanish
Fork, June 15—17, will realize

closely the Utah Icelanders have kept

how

in touch with their Icelandic heritage.
[t is further evident that, few as they
are, they have the vision, courage and
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generosity of spirit, to commemorate

this iuliuril.'rnl milestone in their his

tory with fitting magnificance, and

sparing no expense.

For Western Icelanders evervwhere.

this event in Spanish Fork is indeed

ol great sienificance, and we “-i.,iu-

with the descendants of the Icelanders

this historic occasion. We

there on

know that Icelanders evervwhere will

be with them in spirit during the three

and hundreds

will be

oratulate them and to wish them con-

day celebrations, ANy

of their kinsmen there Lo con

tinued success in all then enterprises.
Not ]

only will the celebration be an

In The Fditor's

'HE ICELANDIC CANADIAN
\\!\]Icw!I!"\Jlali'\wlr: I'HE AMERICAN
SCANDINAVIAN REVIEW its sin
cere appreciation fo and

ITLATLY ]I.Hl

present lavors. This splendid publica-
tion has always shown a willingness
to assist us by every means within its
power, We hope that somehow we

shall be able to Ji",i]HHt-llt'.

We extend
i:ll[l“: .1Tinall.

‘_:1".rHII|L"\ LD SISLEe)

oL
FELAGSBLADID,
[celandic-American  As-

publ-
ished by the
soctation ol Los Angeles. The sense of
kl.ll"\]}l-]l we leel for each other is the
direct result ol the similarity of ow
a41ms.,
FELAGSBLADID is
the

published in

English, but lcelandic connection

is maintained by articles about Iceland

and by ]!i'.lt]illl'_"- mm the Icelandic

language, such as ‘Ferdamenn’ and

summer Y955

\\'il:
the
contin-

itsell, 1t
lulgt-lflt_'l all

cutstanding event in

serve to knit closel

[celandic communities on this
ent; and the effort being made by the
[Ttah

lclandi

Icelanders to perpetuate  their

heritage will perhaps serve
ds i ~.ri|1|u|.|n: LD nlf!r'l le:|r|!|;|lllfll:_'w LD
the cul

redouble then ellorts in

tural flield,
['he
lates the Utah Icelanders on this happy

OwWn

Icelandic Canadian congratu-

occasion and wishes them success with

the celebration and with all their int-

eresting enterprises and endeavours.

Holmiridur Danielson

C(")nfic]ence

‘Samtiningur’. Considerable space is
devoted to news !’(_'_'_'].l]l!il]l'_‘_ the activ-
the Icelandic

\ll';f_'lt'ﬁ.

ities of the members ol

community in Los
\ oreat deal of credit 1s due to _\Il\_
. M. the

business

fl}tl'r‘.\.!h[\tlrl_ editor andl
ellorts,

deal of her

manager, for her

which must take a great
time.
In a letter published in the spring

issue of this year the suggestion is
made that there be published a trans-
lation ]1_\ By B ]
icle Romans in Iceland [rom Kristjdn
Eldjarn’s GENGID A REKA.

tunately we cannot comply with this

Oleson of the art

Unlor-

request, as this article has been trans-

lated and was published in a previous
issue of THE AMERICAN SCANDI
NAVIAN REVIEW.

\s our readers will recall, the [first
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Toronto Club Studies Icelandic Literature

Ever since we organized the Iceland-
1944,
it has been our personal privilege and

ic Canadian Evening School in

pleasure to be ol assistance to individ
uals and clubs in various }mli\ ol Il'l]\
continent, who wished to enhance
their knowledge about Iceland and the
[celandic history, literature and langu-
age,

A sort ol

school has been operating for the last

private lHIH"\[HI'IIl!E'H{ ¢

ten years, with various types of ma-

terial on Icelandic history and culture
I*_rullll',‘ out to these aroups of interested
persons. This has included books and
pamphlets, maps, dictionaries, type-
hundreds ol
that

were prepared for the Evening chool

written addresses, and

copies of the language lessons

originallv. We have also been able to

ard teachers \\il]l lL‘trHt“II‘_l\. ]m('ll\

samples and translations for use in
classroom work, and school broadcasts.
Students have received a large variety
many

various parts of Canada and the Un-

of material, and of these iIn
ited States have written theses on Ice-
I]l:‘

settlements in America. Requests have

landic matters, or on Icelandic

come for material and language les

sons lrom as lar awav as Hawaii.

It was ol great interest to us to hear
Club in
non-leelandi
take on the
l[iterature as a project for
When Mrs. Marjorie
member ol IN'oronto
the Club,
material on Iceland

about a Literary ]n]'nl!l{l_

composed ol women,

who wished to study  of
Icf_‘f.rr!tfl':
last
Blackadar, a
Club,

contacted wus

SEAS01,
this
known as Monday
lor
we were delighted to send her a var-
ety ol mimeographed and typewritten
well as such

material on hand, as

advice we could give, along with lists
ol books on Iceland ]P!]il!l“!h"l] im thi
English language. Later we asked M

Blackadar to tell us a little about thei
interesting I;lrl}(‘l[.

The

[rom fl:‘1

following are few excerpts
letter.

“Mrs. Young and I belong to a Lit-
erary Club, a study group, known as
the Monday Club. It was organized in
1913 I.»_\ a group ol voung women with
a keen ‘J]?]ll'i,’til.lll'll]! fon |Ir_L'i.|LU|¢'_ and
the avowed purpose ol each membe
each

to undertake a bit of research

season and

of sharing it with [ellow
members. . . . It is an interesting
group, as we have as members artists,
musicians, teachers, craftsmen, and
month
[rom Oct-

‘\\{Illll‘ Ol

five

writers, and we meet twice 2

lor study and discussions

ober to April each year.

LLS ]].'t\l" Fl-"t'H members for twenty

vears or more,

“You will appreciate that in this

length of time a great many subjects

have engaged the attention of the

We
Scandinavian

members. have had papers on

literature, mythology,

New

1ans, all of which have touched on Ice

and on the literature ol Canad-

landic literature.
“"However, so lar as 1 could find out.
the Club

Icelandic

made a study ol

S1IC h. I

had never

literature as macl

two abortive elforts to include it on

the

reading

programme—while doing some

myself and becoming mor

interested all the time. Last vear oul

“elective”, an innova
\l]'\.
decided ow papers would be by way

INTRODUCTION 1o

culture,

programme was

tion for us, and Young and 1

ol an [celandi
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If vou think our little elfort is sul-

liciently important to interest youl

readers, we would ol course be

honoured to have it brought to thei
the

El.li.u'}'s Wert

Icelandic Canadian.

attention in

=

well received and

Cle -[r._n] 1 Ii\t]\ E]l[{']t'aT, MOrcover we
-p‘.li!l'll O d

request lor a sort ol

ind

Fu']ill:l!l.!l]!t_‘ by anothea

to which we belong. They, also

very enthusiastic, and one ol

n we discovered has a cousin who
1e1 college thesis in Icelandic.
think the the Club had
) hesitated Lo undertake a
literature, has been

ol the idea

reason

[ Teelandic

that resource ma

!1.I] 8
start, we

translations etc., are so
\.\.h:.]'{ 1111 we

urselves, and how do we organ-

COTIE }J\.

uch a study?
“Well, 1 the
library and found the subject much
than 1

went Lo relerence

had

VASLE]

and
then I came upon the book, Iceland’s
Thousand Years. That of course was

Ti'il“/('(f.

the answer to our problem and I used

it extensivelv. 1 sent to vou [or a

couple ol extra [l:i)irx\ and for up}:itn
ol the lcelandic Canadian, and was

111081

.’r;;irin to receive these and the

material vou
Iif[l{‘

s Teelandic

SCINL Mme.

Own 1}1_

Classics,

includes
Christian

library

and his Meditations on the Passion.
The Story of Burnt Njal, and the
Grettir Saga; Modern Sagas, (Walters)

! Mis, books.

and many ol Salverson's
[ibrary we Icelandi

I'rom the had;
Sagas

Craigie) North
of ITcelandic

American Book
Verse (Kirkconnell) Can-
acian Overtones (same author) History
ol lIeceland (Gjerset); Independent
People (Laxness) New World Outpost
(Rothery) the Loon
(Yeats), More recently we came by the

} Iceland New-Old  Republic

|{..-.|_»\~,
\my Jensen) and Iceland and the Ice-

and Land of

We als
listed m thi

landers, by Briem.

had all

Georgraphics, In our bibliography we

Helgi P.

Illt' articles you

also included eight or ten of the Coi
nell Press publications on Iceland, and
Dr Einarsson’s Grammar,

“My interest in Icelandic literatu

had been keen lor a long time and 1
addition my curiosity was piqued by
the conllicting
the were in
[celand. Later my nephew, Dr. A, K.
“].11L.Il|.|]. -\:"\ \luli\

llll\_ﬁ was stationed in lceland for two

lr]ninii:]]\
Canadian

prevalent

‘.\'11('1! 'I]luaIlk

University Fac-

vears and

was most enthusiastic. At

that tutme he
the U.S.
Branch. I have anothei
Northland, Dr.

Canadian, (1

was a young Captain 1
\irlorce in the Meteorological
link

i\‘ui.\i_'!?

with the
Blackad
[or-
attached to the

\rctic
spends  his  sum-
Year
lad were on Ellesmerc

great

ar. a niversity ol

onto) 1s a g;u:lr:gi«]

Federal Government's Explo

ation Division, He
Arctic.
he and anothel
Island

L !|("‘,

mers in the before last

and Jlocated one of Pearv's

and a bit ol the American flag,

ete.”
Mus.

l]'“lt'\

Blackadar in her letter des

more n detail
cultural }il'l!jl_'tl Ol

this splendid
studies,

undertaken by a group of non-Iceland-

lcelandic

ic enthusiasts. This outstanding effor!

have been
Canadian,
undertaken by

as well as some others that
mentioned in the Icelandic
notably the
Miss  Marion
teacher at I]lll|l'le‘- Falls, Ont. (Se¢
lcel. Can. Vol. 7. No.

hhome to us who are ol

I}l'uit'l'l
Henderson, a school
3) should brine
[celandic orie-
in, how much we could do, and what a
joy it could be, to spend some tim
and effort

to really

individually or in groups,

acqaint ourselves with ow

[celandic History and literature, past

and present, and to make an effort to

study the language, as well.

that

We have always held the view
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learning about our own background
and delving into the intriquing past
ol our Icelandic heritage should neve
be looked upon as a chore or duty, but
rather as a delightful adventure of the
mind and the spirit. And who 1s it
that 1s

lew

among us not willing to

sacrilice a moments ol his leisure

time to improve his mind, to enhance
his knowledge, to broaden his vision?
Not one, surely, so we leel that in oul
surge towards more knowledge, more

understanding, more jov in creative

living we should indeed, wish to de-

vate some time to the study of our own

dncesiry.

[ hat 1s why we consider that

forr the last ten vears, been a
ing task to aid in every way,
who have come to us for help
studv of Icelandic history, lite

and language, whether they have

\i:.! W
think that the readers ol the lc

Canadian cannot |1t']!; but feel a

of lcelandic origin or not.
:,.!i‘.!!:
thrill

;Ilzul[T "lllll eliorts as
Mondav Club ol

\.]IIH to thei

read
the

when they

this one by o

onto. It will be a

enthusiasm and etlorts in this

ol study,

Holmfridur Danielson

Gala Occasion

T he

dane

residence on Hal-
Whittier
pleasant

\pril 24,

casion was manifold. In the first ]l].ut'.

Hans Ortner

Avenue in was  the

scene ol a  very cathering

Sunday alternoon, I'he oc-

the Ortners had been married forty

vears on the third ol February. In the

second place they had recently moved

into this beautiful area in Whittier,

SO It was a sort ol housewarming too,
\nothe Mr. Ortner
celebrate birthday late in
May. all this, the Ort
ners are planning a trip to

event 1s that will

his 75th

\s a chimax to

lceland
and Germany this summer.

Friends arrived from San Dieso to

La Canada to pay homage to this

couple who have never considered

time nor money too great a sacrifice

il someone needed assistance in soime

manner. Their many deeds of kindness
have the

carned that

prompted theh many Iriends to gathe

deep esteem

at their home to express thein tIt'(']J ap-

delicious lunch

prec 1atiomn, \ was

served by the sell-invited guests,

followed by a program consisting ol

yriginal
poem written o M.
Fd Scheving ol San Diego, The Ort-

L1TOm

community singing, and an

”Il' OCCASION v

ners were presented with a gift

th group. They responded with well-

(Ilil\l'll \\lﬂil‘\.

["]l]III vI-.('i.l_'_“‘\il}.il\'l.li\.” l_il'-\ \"i'_:l'!

*

Jon Kristgeirson, an instru

the elementary schools in It

spent a vear in this country st

the methods used here i own
He
the city as a
“Félaesbladid”,
*

nearly a w
the Nils
[n\ An

schools, Spent

q QT 1
_:I_Il sl Ol

11 £S5,

We have heard of a few in this
who are making plans lor visiting
land this summer. Mrs, Sumi Sw

left New York on April 6th. Cards re
ceived by sevi ral ol her friends around
the end ol \pril were postmarked in
\I_'L'l”t'\\ [0y

a glorious trip. Mr. Swanson will meet

Paris. sdvy, \']l' 1S "!:-.m..:

hier in Iceland about the beginning ol
llll\. “"Felagsbladid”, Los Ancele
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To celebrate my wife's 45 years' wor: in the interest of Icelandic culture y 28 act-
ress, director,writer, speaker, orzanizer and teac ier,I decided to Zother

to.ether into one book some of her main articles and speecnes that have been pub-
lished in the Icelandic Canadian and other publications.(There will be only one copy
of this book made )

For many yesars it has ‘een my ambition to have a comnlete index made for the whole of
the Icelandic Canadisn Madazine,but this is a tremendous undertakin; and may never
set done. In the meantime while I wes linin: up the material for Mrs, Danielson's book
L thought it would come in handy for owners of a full set of the magazine to have this
partial index.It contains much historical material as well as other information,
that will prove useful as source material, for during her seven years as ..ditor—

in ~Chief ,¥rs. Danielson wrote a high percentage of the main articles as well as
receres of feature stories of historical significance, the material for which she
.athered to.ether from all over America,

i am sendin. a copy of this index to iibraries, Tniversities and a few individuals
<pow I know to have interest in these matters. I hope it will be useful in finding
some relevant material in the Icelandic Canadian and the otner publicttions that are

mentcioned.

Hijalmur F, Danielson,
‘ tion #ans er,

The Icelandic Canadian 4‘‘agazine,

e SN
MISLIEEE Al virculsa
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Volume Two

HJALMUR F. DANIELSON, B.Sc.A.

Iceland’s Golden Age Literature, A Briel Survey of How It Was First
Introduced to the World, Icel. Can., Spring and Summer 1956

The Celebrated Island of lTona, Icel. Can., Summer 1958

The Ancient Schools of Ireland, Summer 1963: Eimreidin LXX Arg. page 2,

translated by Péroddur Gudmindsson: Logberg-Heimskringla,
June I8 and 25, 1964

Kynning Gullaldarrita Islendinga Ut A Vid, Timarit, Icel. N. L, 1957
Flensborgarfor Framars Flokksforingja, Unga I land, May, 1908

News Items Of Historical Significance

VOLUME ONE — CONTINUED

News From Utah, Winter 1916 sty e a2
Salute to Our Readers, Summer 1947 — . =
Hobnobbing With Hobbies, Summer 1947 = and
Keecko, The Children’s Book, Winter 1947 s . :

Boss Johnson, Premier of British Columbia, Summer 1948

Palmason New York Recital, Autumn 1948
Eylands Family Comes Home, Autumn 1948

At the End of Ninety Years, Autumn 1948 _

Music Collection, Spring 1948 =

Dr. Jon Stelinson’s Memory Honored, Winter 1948
Member's Corner, Summer, 1948 . .
Sigurdson’s Launch a Community Enterprise, Winter 1918
Folk Festival in St. Paul, Autumn 1947

“Fanncy” and “Lukka” For Iceland, Autumn 1948
Guttormur J. Guttormsson Honored, Winter 1948

In The News, Summer 1948

Two Charming Visitors, Summer 1948

Light-year Old Virtuoso, Summer 1948

Places Third in Miss Canada Contest, Winter 1918
.-\ritll)iurn Bardal, Winter 1948

Thora Asgeirsson, Winter 1948

Icelandic Girl at Lucia Festival, Summer 1949

Dedication at Blaine, Summer 1949

Vilhjalmur Stefansson, Spring 1949

First Icelandic Girl Born in Winnipeg, Summer 1949
Gudrun Olgeirson, R. N, Autumn 1949
Memorial Home at Mountain, North Dakota, Winter 1950
Gudmundur Gudbrandson Carpenter, Summer 1950
Musicians in Winnipeg, Autumn 1950

A Musical Family, Summer 1950 =
Linda Hallson at Playhouse Theater, Winter 1950
Dr., Pall isolfsson, Winter 1951

Dr. Ruanolfur Marteinsson, Winter 1951

G. Gottlred, Summer 1952

Rev, Fridrik Fridriksson, Summer 1952 :
Eva Clare and Her Icelandic Students, Summer 1952
Outstanding Students From Iceland, Summer 1952
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S. K. Hall and His Music, Summer 1952 ____

Helgason Lyrics on the Radio, Autumn 1952 _

Balance Between Mind and Matter, Winter 1952 ._
Wins Playwright Contest, (Lauga Geir), Summer 1955 _____
Icelandic Centennary in Utah, Summer 1955

Mrs, Danielson Invited to Utah Celebration (Free Press), Summer 1955

News Item: Mrs. Danielson Granted Lile Membership in the Provincial
('.h'.lllll:r 1.O.D.E., Summer 1961
Interesting Family, Winter 1963
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