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MR. CHAIRMAN, MR, PRIME MINISTER, YOUR EXCELLENCIES,

HONOURABLE SENATORS AND MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS ,

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:

On the first of July, our country will cross the
threshold into the second century of Confederation. In
honour of this historic occasion, Canadians have extended
the traditional one day birthday celebration to one year
of commemoration.

Many Centennial projects, varied and inspired
their conception, will remain as permanent tributes
the imagination and resourcefulness of the Canadian
people.

There 1s an unmistakable desire on the part of

many groups of Canadians to examine their own position
and accomplishments relative to the opportunities that
have been available to them since their arrival in this
land.

At the close of this memorable Centennial year,
every person will know more about the history and
achievements of Canada - the land of his birth or the

land of his adoption - and will have a deeper appreciation




of what it means to be a Canadian.
We have gathered here today, in this magnificent
National Library and Archives Building, to honour the
Centennial of Confederation and to commemorate the
discovery of the Western Hemisphere by mariners from
Iceland and Greenland in the late tenth century.
From the dawn of history, the Western Ocean - also
called the Green Sea of Darkness - was a constant
challenge and a mystery to the sea-faring nations of
Europe.
A period of great expansion - commonly known
the Viking Age - commenced towards the latter part o
the eighth century and continued for over two hundred
years., From the present Norway, Sweden and Denmark,
expansion took Norsmen to the east, to the south and to
the west. They landed in Normandy, England, Scotland,
and Ireland, In 874, they reached Iceland and established

the old Icelandic Republic in 930, Towards the end of

that century, they pushed on, first to Greenland and

then further westward to the shores of a new continent
which they called Vinland. Thus the North Atlantic
Ocean - the dreaded Green Sea of Darkness - was

successfully spanned for the first time,
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Canary Islands, he fully expected to reach
of Asia.
Thirty-two days later, he and his crew landed on

the Island of San ¢ ijor in the Bahamas - the

1Xst
Europeans to sail that broad southern expanse of
Atlantic Ocean.

On some of the maps drawn in the fifte
Vinland was shown as ju

Insula" - in the North Atlanti twe undred miles

north of the Caribbean Islands discovered by Columbus,

is greatly to hi >d 1t . Columbus thoroughly

-

nformed himself before emnt 1 on his long and

hazardous journey. : 211 accounts

availlable to us,

the blue'", ILL

published in 1521 by his own

source of information, then Columbus

February 1477. His genius as a navigator and an exoplorer

was enhanced because he had studied the scientific recorxds
contrary to the popularly accepted

=

had sound reasons to believe that
the world was round. By using the navigational

information at his disposal, Columbus calculated that




land could be

the Western Ocean,

e 1Y st

well-known Canadian historians,

T

prosperity of Bristol was dependent on

of Iceland. The agreement under
to Englishmen was about to i
Bristol were naturally anxious to find

Cabot exnlored and charted

the
Newfoundland.

an i1mportant
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In 1965,

a Pre-Columbian

o

evidence to onfirm T

Ld

1440 by a Swiss monk,

als

map was made about the year

of the map is inscribed

was aiscovered Dy

and Leifr who found

on the nor

> 5

has provid

ements in Newfoundland about

When the plaque 1s unveile

which appear on

The reason, of course, is that some of
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IMME MOR/ \T._,\_) [FHE DISCOVERY OF THE
MARINERS FROM ICELAND AND
GREENLAND 1IN HE LATE TENTH
HISTORIC EXCERPT I JCED BELOW IS FROM
GRAENLENDINGA SAG! HE S A OF THE GREENI
COMMITTED TO WRITING IN ELAN BOUT A.D.1200 AND
FLATEYJARBOK (THE FLATEY BOOK) A VELLUM
ABOUT A.D, 1390,
s ST OOUT
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BY BJARNI HERJOLFSSON, OF EYRAR IN ICELAND, IN A.D,986.
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