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6. fundur. 6. fundur.

D agskra Dagskra

efri deildar Alpingis manudaginn 28. oktéber 1968, nedri deildar Alpingis manudaginn 28. oktéber 1968,

kl. 2 middegis. kl. 2 middegis.

[l

1. Eiturefni og heettuleg efni, frv. [27. mal, Ed.] (pskj. 27). . Leknaskipunarlog, frv. [3. mal, Nd.| (pskj. 3). Frh. 1.
< LG “URY. umr.
2. Ungmennahus, frv. [31. mal, Ed.] (pskj. 31). — 1. umr. 2. Listasafn Islands, frv. [11. mal, Nd.] (pskj. 11). 1. umr.
Poknun fyrir innheimtu opinberra gjalda, frv. [12. mal, Nd.]
( pskj. 12). 1. umr.

Almannatryggingar, frv. [24. mal, Nd.] (pskj. 24). 1. umr.
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Reykjavik, 2) July 1969

My dear Ambassador of the United States of America to lceland

This letter | address to you and a few other good men only,
in the spirit of hope, that It will bring us somewhat closer
together. May It, please, be read with that understanding.

The President of the United States of Amerlca announced
@ decree in order to allow Government employees to participate
in the event of the centuries, a truly world wide event, all
Federal offices, military and civilian, should close.

The President's jovial spirit was lost in the North Atlantlic
Area.

A group of a few hundred Icelanders, employed by the U.S.
Government at the Naval Station, Keflavik, who in thelir humble-
ness thought they were working towards a common goal with their
U.S. colleagues at the next table ~indeed they are= were struck
deep in their hearts when told, that today, Monday July 21, )969
shall be like every other workday. However, it cannot be a common
day. Once for the reason, that the event of man on the moon
occuples the minds of the peoples of the world, ours as well.
Secondly for the reason, that the remainder of the station's
personnel has the day off.

Reminded of eternal life, looking towards the universe, we
are certalinly not concerned, whether we work for our bread one
day more or less.

On a day naturally suited for the integration of the peoples
of the world, we cannot help, but our minds are filled with
thoughts of discrimination and disintegration.

While we do not feel, that we are essential to the day's
security, we lcelanders who work at the base In Keflavik, lceland
take pride in our work, We perform some of the more important
staff functions and daily labor. Saying nothing about our merit,
we have it common with th2 NASA people, modern times management.
We do better If motivated. We like to feel instrumental in
securing the continuity of the North Atlantic Defense system.

Generally, we are quite well educated people. The process
of education took myself through a home built observatory, where
| pondered into the myriads of heavenly bodies other than earth,
further through colleges and universities in lceland and central
Europe. | do my job as well and loyally as | can.




At the station In Keflavik noi much is done to 1ift the
morale of my countrymen. To the contrary, we have had many
attempts on our morale.

This incident Is somehow attacking us from inside, and
one disappointment is more severe than we have experienced
before.

Myself, | do not need much moral support working for U.S.
Government or NATO, having already 1942 when the North Atlantic
Treaty was belng ratified stood on the street in front of our
Parliament building in an effort to protect the assembly of the
lcelandic Althing, from an attack organized by communists.

But, | do not long want to keep working with the feeling of
being a degraded individual, or net knowing, where | stand.

Some thoughts should be given to our position. i offer an
i1lustration. One three hundred pound good old native of
lceland having drafted one more of the 1391 forms to be for-
warded towards the U.S. Congress will, if he sees that we are
still working at 5%clock say: "standid upp, pralar Nixons" ‘or
“rise now, Nixon's slaves™. | assure you, this is indeed bene-
ficially spoken as pleasant humor at work.

Working as lcelanders at our mutual defences need not
complicate our minds. Myself, | feel a certain satisfaction
being humorously called servus Nizon . As a matter of fact ,
after 2000 years of western civilization from the Roman Empire
to the United States of America, in Keflavik we still find a

kind of servi publici. Our price is set by the lcelandic Govern-
ment, the demand by U.S. Government. Nelther of both seems to
care about our feelings.

We think highly of the Americans in very many ways. | put
it to you, my opinicn Is that these elaborations are the con-
sensus of thoughts among the lcelanders at the NAVSTA Keflavik.
|, therefore, speak out and bring to you, Your Exellency, an
experience in the high school of diplomacy. We feel, that the
incident is an outright insult.

In the Interest of understanding between our natlions, kindly
attend to the problem, Exellency.

Closing, | shall not fall to mention, that | have highest
respect for many an exellent U.5. officer and enlisted man, |
have come to know and value through my work. Let me make It clear,
that this letter is not meant to be an offense to the present
Commander lceland Defence Force or the Commanding Officer of the
Naval Station, Keflavik. The problems are not incidental to the
tour of duty of these excellent men in lceland. | appreciate the
opportunities of personal acquaintance with both, Captaln and
Mrs. Hart, now leaving iceland take with them my sincere wishes
for a good journey home.

Copies to:

COMICEDEFOR

via Defence Counsli] e ke e Respactfully 15,

C.0. NAVSTAKEF Sveinn CGudmundsson = =

via IRO President, Assocliation of lcelandic
Dr. Bjarni Benediktsson DPefence Force Employees.







RAdstefna um atvinnumiAl A Nordurlandi.

Herra Alpingismadur.

"T’ir forgdongu bzjarstjéranna a Nordurlandi var haldin radstefna um atvinnu-
mi1 £ Nordurlandi c-==2-z 26. og 30. maf s.1, Radstefnuna séttu kjornir
fulltrdar 13 kaupstada og kauptﬁna 4 Nordurlandi auk Alpingismanna Ur kjor-
dzmum Nordurlands. Undirbdningsnefnd Akvad ad gefa Gt i bdékarformi fundar-
gerd ridstefnunnar i4samt greinargerdbum og tilldgum einstakra batttokustada.
Egz leyfi mér ad senda ydur eintak affundargerdinni, vegna bess abd ég er bess

fullviss ad hin verdur vel begin af ybdur.

F.h. R4dstefnu um atvinnumdl & Nordurlandi
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