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x:*
ffer solutions ToO e problems facing Europe

.
[
to encourage expansion of trade ir fishery pro

endeavours undertaken by other internat

De Noting with satisfaction that the enquiry on European
fishery pu11 carrie ut by the Committee on Agriculture
by means of a questionnaire addressed To member governments
had met with fu and informative '

4, Thanking member governments for thei: iable co-operation
in this matter

present report by the :ommittee, on the
received to its qu onnaire, deals

aspects of the 1 W"I idustry, and that
on fishery policies in Z;:gpc will

igations, and
industry in

onclusions

“mﬁng a

mologists
1c1070peq

1nj’t“"1r inate fishing practices and disregard
q down in international conventions and
recommendations with regard bothh to fishing techniques and their
application, and to the delimitsztion fishing grounds,
particularly in coastal waters whe e in areas arc reserved

3 “ } B e U s > - ,
as fish breeding grounds;

10. " Having regard tﬁ -g xeeptional conditi cnﬁwr‘i
fishermen in the exe se of their professliol whi on veragc,
are far more oxzctlng han working conditions obtaining in shore-

Count
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nmmends

governments :

(1)




1, Over thec past
has huun responsib

The first, presented to
Gvnro sed ‘upport for the rk )

ccommended certain lines to be d in its futurc
30ulVlthS. These recormend ’l: S tﬂ)w*t,a a detailed
positive reply to the Asscnt by this organisation in
following year.

2e A subsegqguent report Ly iliss Thnor
reviewed the developments in producti
ouud: ption of fishery “roﬂwcts as
posi ion of major fish exporting countries, and
L

of g}]ﬂ@l%lL tvjf"cth 0 be GLJNLLnLii within the fishing
industries I

support for
prorot co-ordination of European
isheries policies by ing repol w;x.grtbv by
Mr. YVOH, which conveyed tho Jommittee's expliclt approval
of the steps take: 11;’ the Goveramcnt of bf ited Kingdom
to QI‘;};.HJ..JC in that same year a ference of Western European

)

countrics on a nunp of common

4. ILatcr, in 1966, a BHJ—iJ.ﬂl '@ on Fisheries of
Committee on “'“'“Wlt”lb Wa. s cated to follow close
major developments in the ‘“Lf:”.; ':iiutv es
In order to accawmlis¢ 1] i
decidﬂd T ‘und Lftu:t s survey of European fishery
] ] igned To uutp"”‘we
nsunption,

+hh4a
i 1w

industry.

ggverNﬁcnts
and 1967.
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S's Thanks to the full and detailed replies received, it
has been possible to compile the following report which lays
particular emphasis on soci aspects of the fishing
industry, 8 subject which has so far gived Wittlu
attention from the international organisations concerned
with fishery problems. A second report on Llahory policies
in general will be presented in the near future.

6. Brief reference is made in Section I of the present
report to the technical and cconomic work being done in t
field by FAO, OECD and EFTA. A short account is alu

of the steps being taken by EEC towards a common fis
policy, which constitutes the most anortant WuLle
development in Iuropean fisheries of the present time.

It is the intention of the Cﬁ nittee to make this latter
developnent a major item of discussion in its next report
(see above).

Te n attempt is then made to indicate the most significant
developments in recent catch and trade figures for fishery
products, on the basis of replius to the questionnaire,
complemented where necegsary by statistics plOVldud by

PAO and OECD., The aim of this section is to assess the
relative importance of the fishing industry in thc various
European countries.

8. The third and most important part of this document
deals with specific social aspects of the fishing industry,
on which little work has so far been done, In conclusion,
a number of problems are enumerated to which the attention
of member govermments could usefully be drawn,
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to specialist agencies such
Consultative UP) nlc tion (
Fisheries 'dvisary Commissic
to mediterranean llshcru
the General Fisheries Loun*
also collaborates with the
Scientific Exploration of t
way, and by means of bibliog
statistics, FAO is making a
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30. In addition, producers' associations will be developed

and their effectiveness increased through co-ordination

of their general operational principles within a rational
framework, National arrangements liable to distort competition
on-the unified market will be harmonised, Finally, provision
is made for the improvenment of occupational training.

31l A single marx

through the integ

measures will be ] 0 el sup] 31
denmand (by means of res 'f~.fg; f lat ':r if need be) and
to “baDTII“C prices at ove rres » the justified
claims of persons employed i ‘ 1:steries sector, Current
distortions in conditions of competition due, for example,

to divergent national promotional neasures will be eliminated,

32, oSinilar arrangements to those already defined by the
Council in the fruit and vegetables sector will be applied
with regard to quality standards to ensure free circulation
of all products and development consumption.

Likewise, guide prices, espe Lc. y for basic products
cludin“ cod, herring and ’ﬁrd will be fixed and

munity intervention will take p ace at the level of the
stlpul“Lud mininun W?Lbrv-nt*an price Such intervention,
at the cost of the Community, will be accompanied by measures
to control landings so as to P nt large quantities of
produce being placed on narkcuu hulch are already saturated.

34. In its provisions for trade with non-member countries
the regulations propose the application of the common customs
tariff and the removal of all guantitative restrictions,
except in cases inplying 1111' of market disturbances

within the Community countrie

35« As regards : CY ccific measures are proposed
to cover sta f_' ql emlhuyucnb, working and living conditions
at sea, and soc assistance and ar
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46, The distribution of tonnage ; g

is of particular significance whe considering the question
of fishermen's wages (see subsequent | Most of the
smallexr ““fft are skipper-owned, often 1 nily affairs, and
the proceeds from The catch are divided fair. qually
the crew Thc larger vessels, on the her ha engaged
middle aﬁd distant-water f’t;it; sre usually owned by
companics, the crews being ¢ for the most part on the
of a2 minimum Wage.

‘:atian of the policy
ned in Ecctiﬂ:s B and C
vishes to recall
more fully with
roport to the Assembly
in this connection
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nature of ‘the profession and prolonged. absenc” from home and
family !t >ontributed to a gener reluctance to enter the
fishing justry manifested by young men ”eu;:u:r employment.
This reluotance has bee yeccentuated by scov '-ﬁtna,ﬂi on
the part of wives or mothers, indire ned by *h@
demanding cov'1T1f~g which zo to make up a f'—,‘ man's 1

i
As a result, pros ctive fishermen have been opting in ever
0

increasing numbers £ the more attractive working cohndl
cffercd b}" shore ;Elu"l“‘i_-

ns

53, Measures taken by governments to stabilise the situation

vary from one country tO al E“ according to the actual

labour force requirements Vv their fishing fleets as well

&8 to the need of maintain ’“J'JL- level of populaticn of

remote coastal agglomerations In vome cases recruitment

needs of the merchant m“"; me *”ﬂml covernment action with
fi

egard to the labour force of the st in; fleet,

54, In Belgium and in _Weland, energetic recruitment campaigns
are implemented in the orm of vocational training schemes,
designed to prepare : entrants as fishermen and to
train a number of se srmen as future skippers. AS
an additional measure Government offers premiums
voyage to boys between 15 and

of 50 relglan francs
18 years and 25 Belgi to the vessel-owner.
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56, It should be noted in this contexty
of PAO have expressed concern Ol several
of sufficient training facilitie
Buropean countr N,.;. :

not only for recrul itme
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64, Besides actual earnings fishermen may “QCuiV’ u“taLn
anount of payment in kind. Thus I're

in inshore and middle-water fishing are e 1 ‘—7 ‘¢ kilos
of fish for each day at sea, or the casl a11t—cod
fishermen receive a 90-kilo cask of salt-cod or i in
money at the end of each voyage., Certain fiSherMuh are also
entitled, in the same way as merchant seamen, to a food
allowance, usually substituted by an agreed daily

cash 1h1VaJ_Lnt

65, Owing to the lack of pre information on fishermcn!

h 2ge incomes in other
DI imate. Certain general trends
h_ are worthy of note.

carnings, comparisons wit
occupations can only be a
arc, however, apparent, w

66, Only in Belgium and in Iceland are fishermen's
appreciably higher than those earned in other occupat

In 1965, for example, the average Belgian fisherman's

wug estimated at 1%8,500 Belgian francs net, representing:
20% more than that of the average worker earning 126,000 Belgian
francs for 49 weeks of 45 working hours.

67. On the whole fishcdrmen's wages compare reasohably well
ith those earned in other professions. Thus fishermen in
Ireland, Norway and in tu\ 7“1‘ Kingdom earn on average
roughly the same as their ial counterparts, and a little
more than farm operators. gta '“1od deckhands in the
United Kingdom, for example, receive a minumum wage of
£20,6.10 1/2 per week, cempared to 221.17,6 averape weekly
earnings in manufacturing industries. Since this is a minimum
wage, actual average earnings are somewhat higher.

68+ In comparisons of this kind, account must ‘be taken
of the conditions of work in the fishing industry which are

e Ta) 1™ 11 o T n’ ¥ ma 1] =Ng s | I I |
far more arduous than those normally endured in other

occupations.

exacting nature
reinst accident
18 are provided
, Belgium, Denmark
of German, Greecec reland, Malta, Swed
Julted Kingdom, they arec covercd by
rhicl ' fit in the
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