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ASA WRIGHT NATURE CENTRE

SPRING HILL ESTATE
ARIMA, TRINIDAD, W.I.
CABLE

"VIKING" ARIMA
TRINIDAD, W.I.
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Kaeri herra Forsaetisradherra, Bjarnl Benedikts
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- THE WILDFOWL TRUST

Patron: HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN
President: HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF NORTHUMBRRLAND KG TD
Hon. Director: PETER 3COTT CER DSC LLD

SLIMBRIDGE GLOUCESTER GL2 7BT

Telephone: ; Cables: Rallway Station:
Cambridge (Glos.) 333 Wildfowl Dursley Strond (W.R.)

2_7!'{'O¢1)15 Lq_,_‘ [969:

b@a Asa. -

Thanks for your friendly letter. I am so glad that all
goes well with the Nature Centre and that the oil bird caves
have not been spoiled. Our Icelandic problem is very
serious and requires every possible support from world
conservationists.

In order to provide electricity for a new aluminium
factory they are proposing to dam the River Pjérsi at three
points, - The lowest dam is already built, and the second one
is being built now. The third dam - up near the Hofsjokul
will, in stage one, flood over a third of the world famous-
Pjérsarver where more than haif the world population of
Pink-footed Geese breed. These are the geese which all come
to England and Scotland in winter. Stage two of the third dam
will be to add to the dam height a further 10 metres which will
totally flood and destroy this unique oasis of vegetation in
the desert of central iceland.

At present the third dam has not been started. World
Bank money will be needed for it and it would be only
marginally more expensive to put this dam on another river
where it would not/destroy this unique and world famous area
- and would provide all the alectricity needed.

—— —,

However I am concerned about Icelandic prestige
overseas, her tourist industry, her long term prosperity,
her image of biological integrity and cultural enlightenment.
All these things point to a real national responsibility for
safeguarding the Pjérsarver rather than destroying it for
immediate commercial expediency.

So, my dear Asa, please do your best for ué - for
the Pjérsdrver and for Iceland.
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FOUNDATION

TRAFALGAR ©0-877¢9

THE AMERICAN-SCANDINAVIAN

1127 EA Sit&Ta:rd: SR EET NEWESY IO RIS "NETY T 1700721

PATRONS

H. M. King Frederik IX of Denmark
H. E. Urho Kekkonen, President
of Finland
He Ei r\v‘-.tl.t'r\ E\-,i;irn, President
of lceland
M. King Olav V of Norway
H. M. King Gustaf VI Adolf of

Sweden

HONORARY TRUSTEES

H. Prince Knud of Denmark

Rainer von Fieandt of Finland

r
n. Bjarni Benediktsson of Iceland
R. H. Crown Prince Harald of
Norway

H. R. H. Prince Bertil of Sweden

5 AND OFFICERS

stian Sonne, Chairman
Goddard Leach,

t Emeritus

trong, President

ce President

Vice President

/. Little, Treasurer

Erik J. Friis, Dir. of Publications
Delores Di Paola, Dir, of Exchange

Helen U, Meyer, Dir. of Membership

March 13, 1970

Hon. Bjarni Benediktsson
Prime Minister of Iceland
Reykjavik, Iceland

Dear Mr. Benediktsson:

As the Prime Minister of Iceland and as an Honorary
Trustee of The American-Scandinavian Foundation you
will be interested in the attached report concerning
the Thor Thors Icelandic Fund of The American-
Scandinavian Foundation. I should like especially

to call your attention to the fact that under the good
Chairmanship of Sigurdur Helgason, we can expect

to see further accumulation of fellowship potential
through the Thor Thors Fund Committee. The potential
would seem to be almost limitless for this program.

With best regards from The American-Scandinavian
Foundation, I am,

Very sincerely yours,

/’5//&

At}
Peter Strong
President

PS:lc

Enclosure




REPORT ON THE THOR THORS ICELANDIC FUND, A.S.F.

March 13, 1970

I have been requested to present the Thor Thors Fund Committee, an indepen-
dent fund-raising group under the Chairmanship of Sigurdur Helgason, with [
a full report on the Thor Thors Icelandic Fund. The request is more than r
justified by that Committee's assumption of responsibility for the continuation

of the Thor Thors fund-raising campaign. A report at this time is also appro- ,
priate because with the Fellowship Committee allocation of February 26, 1970, -
ASF will have terminated awards from the Rockefeller Brothers Fund Grant to
the Thor Thors Fund. A report to the Rockefeller Brothers Fund was therefore
already being considered when Mr. Helgason's request was received.

Thor Thors Icelandic Fund was established by unanimous action of The
American-Scandinavian Foundation Board on February 5, 1965. The fund-
raising campaign began later that year, but was slow to develop momentum.
By July of 1967, however, approximately $50,000 had been raised in the
capital fund from sources in the United States and Iceland and on the 21st of
that month, His Excellency President Asgeir Asgeirsson of Iceland, who is
also a Patron of ASF, presented Mr. Strong with a check in the amount of
$50,000, in commemeration of the twentieth anniversary of Marshall Plan
aid to Iceland., The money had been raised from businesses and organizaticns
in Iceland which had benefitted particularly from the Marshall Plan and also
from the Icelandic Government. Thus the goal of $100,000 in the capital
fund of the Thor Thors Icelandic Fund was achieved.

At the end of 1968, a good year for investments, the Fund stood at $104,766.
But last year witnessed a decline to $96,000 due to a severe drop in both
stocks and bonds.

In addition to this capital fund, The Foundation received a generous grant
from the Rockefeller Brothers Fund in the amount of $25,000 on February 15,
1965. This money was to be used at a rate of approximately $5000 a year
for five years in direct scholarship support for young Icelanders to study in
the U.S. The grant gave The Foundation an ongoing program which not only
helped Icelanders educationally but assisted The Foundation by illustrating
to potential donors what, in fact, could be done in the field of educational
exchange with Iceland. No doubt the success of the fund raising was in
large measure due to this timely assist early in the campzign.

Now that the Rockefeller Brothers Fund Grant is being phased out, the

Thor Thors Fund Committee (Annex D), on its own initiative, has moved to
fill the vacuum by raising money for Icelandic scholarships. The Committee
raised $5654 in 1969 and has already received $600 in 1970. Its plans further
call for an ambitious fund~raising program on behalf of the capital fund as
well as a continuation of the annual campaign for direct grant money.




The attached accountings of allocations are divided into three parts: awards
which were financed by the income from the Thor Thors Icelandic Fund, those
which are derived from the Rockefeller Brothers Fund Grant, and those resulting
frcm the Thor Thors Fund Committee's 1969 effort.

The accounting of the Thor Thors Icelandic Fund Fellowships begins in 1967,
with two $1000 Fellowship grants and a $1500 grant to Luther College (Annex A).
This is followed by three Fellowships in 1968 and five in 1969. The 19€9
allocation proved to be overoptimistic in terms of projected income. For this
reason, it was decided to issue no grants from the Fund's income for one

year (1970) and thus allow time for income to accumulate. Because the
Rockefeller Brothers Fund Grant favored Icelandic students, the income from
the Thor Thors Fund tended to favor Americans wishing to study in Iceland
when qualified applicants were available.

Twenty-fourThor Thors grants from the Rockefeller Brothers Fund contribution
supported individual study programs in America (Annex B) and four awards

to Luther College were instrumental in financing Icelandic teachers' parti-
cipation in the Luther College Summer Institute in American Studies (Annex C).
Without this scholarship support, it seems doubtful that Iceland could have
benefitted from that excellent program during the years from 1965 to 1969.

The grant total allocated represents the original grant plus interest - $27,430.

Of the funds raised by the Thor Thors Fund Committee, the ASF awarded

four $1000 grants at its February 26th meeting (Annex D). The remainder,
minus an administrative fee, wili be carried forward and added to the amount
offersd for scholarships to Icelanders in 1971.

Perhaps the most satisfactory aspect of the Thor Thors Icelandic Fund story
is the growing realization among Icelanders and Americans of the potential
such a program holds and their willingness to do something about it. It is
important that young Icelanders be given the opportunity to enjoy an American
education since despite the generally high level of academic achievement in
Iceland, there are understandably few facilities for advanced training. Further,
from the American point of view, it is equally important that young students
from a neighboring country learn first hand about America rather than second
hand through the distorted lenses that they would probably encounter at some
European university or an institute of higher learning located behind the Iron
Curtain,

The American-Scandinavian Foundation is pleased and gratified by the progress
of the Thor Thors Icelandic Fund to date and wishes to express, once again,

its thanks and congratulations to all who made it possible.

Submitted by

Peter Strong
resident, A.S.F.
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1967

1968

1969

Annex A

Thor Thors Icelandic Fund

Luther College

(Dr.) Paul Nordoff and
Clive Rcbbins

Donald Askey

Frederik Bredahl-Petersen
Stephen Anderson

George Clark

Frederick Bredahl-Petersen
Donald Askey

Laufey Steingrimsdottir
Sigrun Ragnarsdottir
Sophie Kofoed-Hansean

(see Annex C)

Music therapy: retarded children -
demonstration project.
Linguistics, University of Iceland
Family and kin in rural Iceland
Phonological structure of modern
Icelandic

Icelandic language and literature

- Family and kin in rural Iceland

Linguistics, University of Iceland
Biology, University of Washington
Music, Lewis & Clark College

$1,500.00
1,000.00

1,000.00
500.C0
900.00

900.00
2,750.00
250.00
1,060.00
500.00

Teaching of Deaf, Boston University 500.00

Grant Total to Date

$10,8G0.00




2/15/65

6/2/65

7/21/65
10/21/65
2/21/66
2/223/66
4/29/66
1/10/67
3/15/67
1/10/67
1/10/67
2/15/67
2/15/67
4/7/67
1/14/68
2/14/68
5/29/68
5/31/68
5/31/68
7/22/68
7/23/68
4/4/69
4/25/69
5/23/69
5/23/69
5/26/69

2/26/70
2/26/70
2/26/70

2/26/70

Annex B

Rockefeller Brothers Fund Contribution - Thor Thors Fund

Total Grant (invested a/c #560)

Grants Awarded;:

Gudjon Gudjonsson

Luther College

Gudrun Stephensen
Gudrun Stephensen
Luther College
Thorgedur Ingolfsdottir
Sverrir Thorhallsson
Sverrir Thorhallsson
Steinunn Bjarnadottir
Ingolfur Georgsson
Arni Isaksson

Kristjan Fridjonsson
Thuridur Kristjansdottir
Solveig Eggerz

Luther College
Thorarinn Larusson
Ingri Jonsson

Kristjan Fridjonsson
Sigurdur Gardarsson
Hafsteinn Gudmundsson
Karl Asmundson

Luther College

Maggi Jonsson

Regni Gudmundson
Agnar Magnusson

Karl Asmundsson
Hordur Bjarnason

Sigrun Ragnarsdottir

Total Allocation

Salmon Culture, hatcheries, Craig
Brook, Maine and Willard, Wash.
(see Arinex C)
Psychology, N.Y.U.
Psychology, N.Y.U.
(see Annex C)
Musicology, U.of Illinois, Urbana
Chem, Eng., U. of Minn. ($1000)
Chem. Eng., U. of Minn. (§1000)
Private study of violin, NYC
Engineering, U.of Calif., Berkeley
Freshwater Fisheries, U.of Wash.
Elec. Eng., Northrup Inst. of Tech.
Education, U. of Illinois

($300)
($300)

International Relations, U.of Kansas

(see Annex C)

Animal nutrition, N.D. State Univ.
Bus.Adm./journalism, U.of Wisc.
Eiec. Eng., Northrop Inst. of Tech.
Music Education, Wisc. State U,
Music (woodwinds), Indiana Univ.
Engineering, Cal.State Polytechnic
\see Annex C)

Architecture, TJ. of Michigan
Music Ed., Atlantic Union College
Civil Engineering, Schocl of Mines
and Technology, Rapid City
Engineering, Cal.State Polytechnic
Int. Relations, Macalester College
Music, Lewis & Clark College

$25,000.

1,080.

500.
600.

2,400.
1,700.
2,000.

500.
1,600.
1,000.
1,000.
1,000,
1,000.
1,400,
1,000.
1,000,
1,00¢C.
1,000.
1,000.
1,000,
15450,
1,000,
1,000,
1,000.

500
500

500.

$27,430

00

00
00

00
00
00

00
00
00
09
50
00
00
GO
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

.00
.00

00

.00




Annex C

Luther College Summer Institute In American Studies
For Scandinavian Teachers

1965 Bodil Sahn
Solveig Jonsdottir

1966 Sverrir Holmarsson
Asmundur Jonsson
Jon Eysteinsson
Halldor Olafsson

1967 Gisli Ellerup
Tomas Jonsson
Gudridur Thorarensen
Kristin Thordarson
. Peter Thordarson

1968 Orn Forberg
Gudrun Gudmundottir
Freyja Jonannsdottir
Elsa Jonsdottir

15689 Helga Mbdller
Olof Rafnsdottir
Sigriour Erlingsdottir
Rosa Halidorsson
Josefina Hansen

Total # of Participanis = 20




Annex D

Thor Thors Fund Committee

Iceland: Mr. Thorhallur Asgeirsson
Permanent Undersecretary of Commerce

Mr. Jonas H, Haralz
President, Economic Institute of Iceland

Ul Mr. Sigurdur Helgason
President, Icelandic Airlines, Inc., New York

His Excellency, Mr. Hannes Kjartansson
Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Iceland

to the United Nations

. His Excellency, Mr. Petur Thorsteinsson
Former Icelandic Ambassador to the United States

Mr. Stefan Wathne

U.S. General Manager, Icelandic Prime Contractors,
New York

Thor Thors Committee Fund Grants

2/26/70 Gudny Gudmundsdottir Music: violin, Eastman School $1000

of Music
2/26/70 Olafur Gudmundsson Animal nutrition, North Dakota $1000
State University
. 2/26/70 Svanur Krisjansson Political science, Macalester $1000
College

2/26/70 Thor Whitehead Modern American history $1000




THE¢ THOR THORS IC€LANPIK FVNP
OF THE AMERICAN-SCANDINAVIAN FOUNDATION




HONORARY CHAIRMEN

H. E. ASGEIR ASGEIRSSON
President of Iceland

Hon. BJARNI BENEDIKTSSON
Prime Minister of Iceland

All contributions to the Thor Thors Icelandic Fund are tax deductible
and should be sent ta:

TH¢ AMCRICAN - SSANDINAVIAN FOVNDATIONY

127 East 73rd Street, New York 21, N. Y.




16. april 1970

i e o x
Utanrikisraouneytio,

- ak #
Reykjavik.

Hér med er pess beildst, ad utanrikisrdduneytid feli

~

adalredismannsskrifstofunni I Hew York ad annast
Yy r - ’ I | . = -~ * #xq £ m . %Y > 1
endurnyjun a askrift forsetisradherra a The New York

Times Book Review og The Atlantic Community Quarterly

_ g » 3= . s . % w .
sanmkvent medfylgjandl endurnyjunarmidum, og ad leggja

dt naudsynlegan kostnad til brddabirgda.

5

Forszetis-
raduneytid




1,._,_5:538 - B339 - 8340

CONSULATE GENERAL OF ICELAND
420 LEXINGTON AVENUE
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017

28. april 1970

Nr. 36
Fyrirgreidsla fyrir

#

forsstisradherra, ‘
Brrn, nr. 51, degs. 17/ /70
Dhisrnsny AT OR
Hér med stadfestist ad adalrzdismannsskrifstofan hefur

{ dag endurnyjadé til eins 4rs 4skrift forsstisrddherra abd

The New York Times Book Review.

#

,ﬂf' Varbandi 4skrift ad® The Atlantic Community Quarterly,

visast { bréf adalrsmbismannsskrifstofunnar nr, 8, dags, 6. febr.

1970.

Kostnadur $9.60, verdur fzrdur til gjalda & reikningi
rikiss j6os 1 bdkum adalrzmdismannsskrifstofunnar,

Afrit ad bréfi bessu er sent rfkisbdkhaldinu.

Utanrikisrdduneytio,

Reykijavdik




29. jandar 1870

¥ s Ll
Til utanrikisraduneytisins,

rh
l.'\{;':j'.iaJ aViK.

Hér med er pess dskad ad utanrikisrdbuneytid hlutist
e el : shdinid falands £ e I L e e
Cil um, 40 sendlrdo slands i1 London }\;.Lu.j_)l iyrar

= - 4 r —_— d A -
forsatisradoherra The Elder Edda.

A seleé¢tion trans-
n

lated from the Icelandic by Paul B. Taylor and W. H.

Auden. (Faber, 40s.) og sendi { stjdérnarpdsti.

Forsaetis-
raduneytid
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