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Telephone 337-1993

2029 M STREET, N. W.
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20007

May 13, 1970

My dear Mr. Prime Minister:

Following my return to the United States, I
am writing to thank you most sincerely for your
great kindness in making available to us the Coast
Guard plane which took us over Hekla. The view
of the erupting volcano from the air was most
spectacular and unforgetable.

I also particularly enjoyed the opportunity of
renewing our acquaintance and of being able to dis-
cuss certain aspects of the world situation. My
wife joins me in sending our appreciation and best
wishes to you and your wife.

Very sincerely yours,
Charles E. Bohlen
The Honorable Bjarni Benediktsson

The Office of the Prime Minister
Reykjavik, Iceland
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April 30, 1970

Bjarni Benediktsson

Haadhlid 14

Reykjavik, Iceland

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

Thank you for your note regarding
the transcription of the Round Table
discussion at the ATA Assembly.

I am sorry that your remarks were
somewhat garbled in the second round of

that discussion,

has been done.

but I hope that no harm

With best wishes.

Yours sincerely,

-

ichard J. Wallace

LYNDON B. JOHNSON
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 8, 1970

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

Knowing your interest in the progress
of efforts for peace in Vietnam, I am
enclosing a copy of the text of the
interim report on the Cambodia opera-
tion which I made to the people of the
United States on June 3. It comes to
you with my warm personal regards.

Sincerely,

His Excellency

Bjarni Benediktsson

Prime Minister of Iceland
Reykjavik
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CAMBODIA IN PERSPECTIVE

One month ago, | announced a decision ordering
American participation with South Viethamese forces in
a series of operations against Communist-occupied areas
in Cambodia which have been used for 5 years as bases
for attacks on our forces in Vietnam.

This past weekend, in the western White House in
California, | met with Secretary Laird, General Abrams
and other senior advisors to receive a firsthand report on
the results of this operation.

Based on General Abrams’ report, | can now state that
this has been the most successful operation of this long
and difficult war.

Before going into the details which form the basis for
this conclusion, | believe it would be helpful to review
briefly why | considered it necessary to make this deci-
sion, what our objectives were; and the prospects for
achieving those objectives.

On April 20, | announced the withdrawal of an addi-
tional 150,000 American troops from Vietnam within a
year—uwhich will bring the total number withdrawn, since
| have taken office, to 260,000 men. | also reaffirmed our
proposals for a negotiated peace. At the time of this an-
nouncement | warned that if the enemy tried to take ad-
vantage of our withdrawal program by increased attacks
in Cambodia, Laos, or South Vietnam in a way that en-
dangered the lives of our remaining men in Vietnam |
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would, in my responsibility as Commander-in-Chief of our
Armed Forces, take strong action to deal with that threat.

Between April 20 and April 30, Communist forces
launched a series of attacks against a number of key cities
in neutral Cambodia. Their objective was unmistakable—
to link together bases they had maintained in neutral
Cambodia for 5 years in flagrant violation of Cambodian
neutrality. The entire six-hundred-mile Cambodian-South
Vietnam border would then have become one continuous
hostile territory from which to launch assaults upon
American and allied forces.

This posed an unacceptable threat to our remaining
forces in South Vietnam. It would have meant higher cas-
ualties. It would have jeopardized our program for troop
withdrawals. It would have meant a longer war. And—
carried out in the face of an explicit warning from this
Government—failure to deal with this enemy action
would have eroded the credibility of the United States
before the entire world.

After intensive consultations with my top advisors, |
directed that American troops join the South Vietnamese
in destroying these major enemy bases along the Cam-
bodian frontier. | said then: ““Our purpose is not to occupy
the areas. Once enemy forces are driven out of these sanc-
tuaries and once their military supplies are destroyed, we
will withdraw.”” That pledge is being kept. | said further:
‘“We take this action not for the purpose of expanding the
war into Cambodia but for the purpose of ending the war
in Vietnam."' That purpose is being advanced.

As of today | can report that all our major military ob-
jectives have been achieved. 43,000 South Viethamese
took part in these operations, along with 31,000 Ameri-
can troops. Our combined forces have moved with greater
speed and success than we had planned; we have cap-
tured and destroyed far more in war material than we
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anticipated; and American and allied casualties have
been far lower than we expected.

In the month of May, in Cambodia alone, we captured
a total amount of enemy arms, equipment, ammunition
and food nearly equal to what we captured in all of Viet-
nam all last year.

Here is some film of the war material that has been
captured.

First, the ammunition.

We have captured more than 10 million rounds of
ammunition—equal to the enemy’s expenditures for 9
months.

Here also you will see a few of the over 15,000 rifles
and machine guns captured. They will never be used
against American boys in Vietnam.

This reality was brought home directly to me a few days
ago. | was talking with a union leader from New York. His
son died in Vietnam this past February. He told me that—
had we moved earlier into Cambodia—we might have cap-
tured the enemy weapon that eventually killed his son.

Now, you will see some of the heavy mortars, rocket
launchers and recoilless rifles that have shelled U.S. base
camps and Vietnamese towns. We have seized over 2,000
of these, along with 90,000 rounds of ammunition—what
the enemy shot in a year. Had this war material made its
way into South Vietnam and been used against American
and allied troops, U.S. casualties would have been vastly
increased.

We have also captured more than 11 million pounds
of rice—some of it is shown here—this is more than
enough rice to feed all the enemy’s combat battalions in
Vietnam for over 3 months. This rice will not be feeding
enemy troops now, however—but rather war refugees.

With the rainy season now beginning, it will take the
enemy months to rebuild his shattered installations and
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to replace the equipment we have captured or destroyed.

The success of these operations to date has guaran-
teed that the June 30 deadline | set for withdrawal of all
American troops from Cambodia will be met. General
Abrams advises me that 17,000 of the 31,000 American
troops who entered Cambodia have already returned to
Vietnam. The remainder will return by the end of the
month. This includes all American air support, logistics,
and military advisory personnel.

The only remaining American activity in Cambodia after
July 1 will be air missions to interdict the movement of
enemy troops and material where | find this is necessary
to protect the lives and security of our forces in South
Vietnam.

Our discussions with the South Vietnamese Govern-
ment indicate that their primary objective remains the se-
curity of South Vietnam, and their activity in Cambodia
in the future—after their withdrawal from the sanctu-
aries—will be determined by the actions of the enemy.

When this operation was announced, critics charged
that it would increase American casualties, widen the
war, lengthen our involvement, postpone troop withdraw-
als. But the operation was taken for precisely the oppo-
site reasons—and it has had precisely the opposite effect.

Let us examine the long-range impact of this operation.

First, we have eliminated an immediate danger to the
security of the remaining Americans in Vietnam, thereby
reducing future casualties. Seizing those weapons and
ammunition will save American lives. Because of this op-
eration, American soldiers who might not otherwise be
ever coming home—uwill be coming home.

Second, we have won precious time for the South
Vietnamese to train and prepare themselves to carry the
burden of their national defense so that our American
forces can be withdrawn.

4

From General Abrams’' reports and from our advisors
in the field, one of the most dramatic and heartening de-
velopments of the operation has been the splendid per-
formance of the South Vietnamese Army in the field. Sixty
percent of all the troops involved in the Cambodian op-
erations were South Vietnamese. The effectiveness, the
skill and the valor with which they fought far exceeded
expectations. Confidence and morale in ARVN has been
greatly bolstered. This operation has clearly demon-
strated that our Vietnamization program is succeeding.

Third, we have insured the continuance and success
of our withdrawal program. On April 20, | announced an
additional 150,000 American troops would be home
within a year. As a result of the success of the Cambodian
operations Secretary Laird has resumed the withdrawal
of American troops from Vietnam. Fifty thousand of the
150,000 | announced on April 20 will now be out by
October 15.

As long as the war goes on, we can expect setbacks and
reversals. But, following the success of this effort, we can
say with confidence that we will keep our timetable for
troop withdrawals.

Secretary Rogers and | have been particularly encour-
aged by the resolve of 11 Asian countries at the Djakarta
Conference to seek a solution to the problem of Cam-
bodia. Cambodia offers an opportunity for the 11 nations,
as well as other countries of the area, to cooperate in
supporting the Cambodian Government's efforts to main-
tain Cambodian neutrality, independence and territorial
integrity. We shall do what we can to make it possible for
these Asian initiatives to succeed.

To the North Vietnamese tonight | say again—the door
to a negotiated peace remains wide open. Every offer we
have made at the conference table, publicly or privately,
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| herewith reaffirm. We are ready to negotiate, whenever
they are ready to negotiate.

However, if their answer to our troop withdrawal pro-
gram, and to our offer to negotiate, is to increase their
attacks in a way that jeopardizes the safety of our remain-
ing forces in Vietnam, | shall, as my action 5 weeks ago
demonstrated, take strong and effective measures to deal
with that situation.

When | first announced the decision on Cambodia, it
was subjected to an unprecedented barrage of criticism.
| want to express my deep appreciation tonight to the mil-
lions of Americans who supported me then and who have
supported me since in our efforts to win a just peace.

But | also understand the deep divisions in this coun-
try over the war. | realize many Americans are deeply
troubled. They want peace. They want to bring the boys
home. Let us understand once and for all that no group
has a monopoly on these concerns. Every American shares
those desires; | share them.

Our differences are over the best means to achieve a
just peace.

As President, | have a responsibility to listen to those
in this country who disagree with my policies. But | also
have a solemn obligation to make the hard decisions which
| find are necessary to protect the lives of the 400,000
young Americans remaining in Vietnam.

When | spoke to you a month ago, a clear threat was
emerging in Cambodia to the security of our men in
Vietnam.

If an American President had failed to meet this threat
to 400,000 American men in Vietnam, would those na-
tions and peoples who rely on America’s power and treaty
commitments for their security—in Latin America, Eur-
ope, the Middle East or other parts of Asia—retain any
confidence in the United States? That is why | deeply be-
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lieve that a just peace in Vietnam is essential, if there is
to be a lasting peace in other parts of the world.

With this announcement tonight, we have kept the
pledge | made when | ordered the operation, that we would
withdraw from Cambodia on a scheduled timetable—
just as this Administration has kept every pledge it has
made to the American people regarding the war in Viet-
nam and the return of American troops.

Let us look at the record.

In June of 1969 | pledged a withdrawal of 25,000
troops. They came home. In September of the same year,
| said | would bring home an additional 35,000 American
men. They came home. In December | said an additional
50,000 Americans were coming out of Vietnam. They, too,
have come home.

There is one basic commitment yet to be fulfilled. |
have pledged to end this war. | shall keep that promise.
But | am determined to end the war in a way that will
promote peace rather than conflict throughout the world.
| am determined to end it in a way that will bring an era
of reconciliation to our people—and not a period of
furious recrimination.

In seeking peace, let us remember that at this time only
this Administration can end this war and bring peace. We
have a program for peace—and the greater the support
the Administration receives in its efforts, the greater the
opportunity to win that just peace we all desire.

Peace is the goal that unites us. Peace is the goal to-
ward which we are working. Peace is the goal this Gov-
ernment will pursue until the day that we reach it.




COMPLETE INVENTORY OF CAPTURED OR
DESTROYED EQUIPMENT
as of 4:00 p.m.
June 3, 1970

Total Operations

Individual Weapons. ... ..o 15251
Crew-ServedWeapons ... ... 2,114
Bunkers/Structures Destroyed...... .. ... ... 8,296
Machine Gun Rounds........ccceveeieeeenieeeeeeeeneeae. 3,267,952
Rifle ROl INds s e e e S 6,910,972
Total Small Arms Ammunition......................_...... o 10,178,924
(Machine Gun & Rifle Rounds)
Brenagdes O s 34,813
Mines._. 3,961
Mlscelraneous Exp!oswes (Ibs) ............................... 76,600
(Includes 1,000 Satchel Charges)
Anti-Aircraft Rounds. . 132,694
O e R L T S S Sy i L N 48,320
Large Rocket'Rounds: = oo o = e 1,587
SmallerRocketi Rounds s o 0 26,191
Recoilless Rifle Rounds..........ccooeoiiiiiiiiiieeee. 22,202
RICEMONBE) ENY IO L Ve e T e 11,080,000
AN G S SN o D 243,760
Vehicles............._. e e B o S L T 359
Boats e e e 40
Generatars 36
Radios... 186
Medical Supplles (Ibs ) ............................................. 50,800
EnemyilCiAc i NE Fui B i TP et B i 9,145
POWSs (Includes Detainees).............coooeioeee . 1,916
8
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